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REPORT  OF   THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  PUBLIG   INSTRUCTION 


Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  September  28,  1910. 

To  His  Excellency  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  June  6,  1910,  being 
the  seventy-seventh  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFEK, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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Commontoealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

DEPARTMENT 
OF  PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION 


To  the  Members  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Gentlemen: — The  topic  which  at  this  time  is  uppermost  in  the 
minds  of  our  school  people,  is  the  enactment  of  a  new  School  code. 
It  will,  therefore,  be  proper  to  draw  attention  to  the  things  in  our 
school  system  which  merit  your  special  attention. 

Through  the  method  of  ward  representation  some  of  our  city 
school  boards  have  become  too  large  and  unwieldy  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  dispatch  of  business.  This  becomes  painfully  apparent 
when  one  compares  cities  having  a  small  board  with  cities  having 
from  thirty  to  ninety  members  in  the  school  board.  In  cities  of  the 
latter  type  the  superintendent  is  compelled  to  spend  his  time  and  en- 
ergy, not  upon  the  administration  and  supervision  of  the  schools,  but 
upon  committee  meetings  and  individual  conferences  with  directors. 
The  legislature  should,  therefore,  consider  whether  directors  can  not 
be  elected  at  large  (instead  of  by  wards)  without  throwing  the  se- 
lection of  members  of  the  school  board  into  the  hands  of  an  undesir- 
able class  of  voters,  and  whether  in  our  largest  cities  a  school  board 
appointed  either  by  the  Governor,  or  by  the  Judges,  will  not  be  more 
efficient  than  a  school  board  selected  by  popular  vote. 

The  new  amendments  to  the  Constitution  abolish  the  annual  elec- 
tions in  February,  at  which  school  directors  were  heretofore  elected, 
and  substitute  in  their  place  biennial  elections  for  all  local  officers. 
This  renders  necessary  a  change  in  the  length  of  the  school  director's 
term  of  office  from  three  years  to  an  even  number  of  years.  Two  year 
terms  make  possible  an  entire  change  of  the  school  board  at  every 
biennial  election  and  are  for  this  reason  decidedly  objectionable.  The 
term  should  undoubtedly  be  either  four  or  six  years.  If  the  term 
were  made  six  years,  the  voters  would  probably  be  more  careful  to 
select  good  men  for  the  office.  On  the  other  hand,  if  an  official  proves 
unfaithful,  a  term  of  six  years  is  a  long  time  before  the  people  can 
bring  about  a  change. 

The  frequency  of  tie  votes  in  the  past  has  emphasized  the  need  for 
a  change  in  the  number  of  directors  constituting  the  school  board. 
Whilst  an  uneven  number  does  not  make  deadlocks  absolutely  im- 
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possible,  it  will  prevent  the  larger  number  of  the  tie  votes  which  have 
clogged  the  administration  of  the  schools  and  given  rise  to  unneces- 
sary ill  feeling.  In  townships  and  the  smaller  boroughs  the  number- 
should  not  be  more  than  five,  whilst  in  the  larger  boroughs  and  cities 
the  ideal  number  may  vary  from  seven  to  fifteen.  Indeed  some  of  the 
largest  cities  in  other  States  get  along  very  well  with  school  boards 
of  three  or  five  members. 

The  change  in  the  school  directors'  term  of  office  will  make  de- 
sirable a  change  in  the  term  of  office  of  superintendents.  It  would 
be  a  mistake  to  shorten  the  term  from  three  to  two  years,  as  is  very 
apparent  from  the  experience  of  other  States.  A  term  of  four  or 
six  years  is  from  every  point  of  view  preferable  to  a  term  of  two 
or  three  years. 

The  law  requiring  the  employment  of  legally  certificated  teachers 
has  been  frequently  violated  because  candidates  for  schools  are  not 
always  required  to  show  their  certificates,  the  directors  accepting  the 
word  of  the  candidate  that  he  is  the  holder  of  a  legal  certificate. 
Such  violations  of  the  school  law  can  be  prevented  if  all  teachers  be 
required  to  register  their  certificates  in  the  office  of  the  superintend- 
ent whenever  they  take  a  school  in  another  county,  or  in  another  dis 
trict  having  its  own  superintendent. 

The  legislature  should  give  careful  consideration  to  the  question 
of  prompt  payment  of  loans  by  school  boards.  Temporary  loans 
should  be  authorized  to  cover  special  emergencies  but  should  be  paid 
by  the  taxes  of  the  same  year  or  of  the  following  year.  Permanent 
loans  should  be  paid  by  annual  taxes  for  the  gradual  retirement  of 
the  bonds.  Large  sinking  funds  are  a  temptation  in  many  ways. 
Worst  of  all  is  the  floating  of  bonds  without  proper  provision  for 
their  liquidation  within  the  time  required  by  law.  A  penalty 
should  be  provided  for  the  members  of  a  school  board  who  vote  for 
loans  without  making  adequate  provision  for  the  payment  of  the 
same  within  the  time  limits  now  prescribed  by  law.  Experienced 
bankers  claim  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  floating  bonds  which  fall 
due  at  different  periods,  thus  providing  a  way  for  the  payment  of 
loans  without  the  accumulation  of  a  large  sinking  fund. 

The  law  wisely  forbids  superintendents  from  acting  as  agents  in 
the  introduction  of  text-books.  Additional  legislation  seems  neces- 
sary to  regulate  the  book  business.  Severe  penalties  should  be 
imposed  upon  all  who  either  give  or  take  bribes  in  connection  with  the 
adoption  or  purchase  of  new  text-books  and  supplies.  At  present  the 
business  is  crowded  into  the  busy  months  of  the  summer  vacation 
and  the  competition  between  rival  publishers  has  led  to  the  employ- 
ment of  agents  who  sell  on  commission  and  who  are,  therefore, 
tempted  to  load  down  a  district  with  more  books  than  are  actually 
needed. 
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It  would  help  to  regulate  the  book  business  if  introductions  could 
be  decided  on  at  any  time  between  January  and  September.  More- 
over, no  teacher  should  be  permitted  to  act  as  agent  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  books  in  the  district  in  which  he  is  employed  as  a  teacher, 
or  was  employed  as  such  during  the  preceding  year.  If  newly 
elected  members  of  the  school  board  were  to  take  their  seats  in  Janu- 
ary, or  even  in  March,  not  only  the  selection  of  new  text-books,  but 
other  matters  could  be  handled  with  less  haste  and  greater  care. 
The  selection  of  teachers  must  now  be  postponed  to  the  end  of  the 
school  year.  The  building  and  repair  of  school  houses  and  the  levy- 
ing of  the  school  tax  are  postponed  until  the  new  board  has  organized 
in  June.  As  a  consequence  new  school  buildings  are  frequently 
not  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  fall  opening  of  the  schools.  If  the 
newly  elected  directors  were  to  take  their  seats  in  December  or  Jan- 
uary there  would  be  ample  time  for  them  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  needs  of  the  schools  and  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers.  The 
term  of  the  secretary  and  the  treasurer  might  run  from  July  to  July  so 
at  to  avoid  unnecessary  trouble  in  closing  accounts,  making  reports 
and  transferring  books  and  moneys. 

On  the  question  of  creating  a  State  Board  of  Education  there  is 
difference  of  opinion  among  the  educators  of  the  State.  Those  who 
favor  a  State  Board  claim  that  such  a  board  would  unify  the  system, 
as  well  as  work  other  desirable  changes.  Philadelphia  has  always 
been  averse  to  coming  under  the  State  school  system,  and  when 
the  last  legislature  was  considering  this  question,  the  leaders  prompt- 
ly eliminated  the  Philadelphia  schools  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
proposed  State  Board  of  Education.  If  a  State  Board  is  not  good 
for  Philadelphia,  is  it  good  for  the  rest  of  the  State? 

The  experiences  of  the  College  and  University  Council  show  how 
difficult  it  is  to  get  a  quorum  in  a  board  whose  members  serve 
without  compensation.  Questions  which  are  now  decided  promptly 
would  have  to  be  postponed  to  the  quarterly  or  semi-annual  meetings 
of  the  board,  and  this  would  clog  instead  of  facilitating  the  admin- 
istration of  the  schools. 

Here,  if  anywhere,  individual  preferences  should  be  subordinated 
to  the  general  welfare  of  the  schools.  If  functions  which  are  now 
vested  in  superintendents  and  school  boards,  or  in  the  legislature 
itself,  can  with  advantage  be  transferred  to  a  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, then  such  a  board  should  be  created.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
such  a  board  is  an  unnecessary  adjunct  to  the  State  School  Depart- 
ment and  a  hindrance  to  the  local  administration  of  the  schools, 
then  it  would  be  unwise  to  create  such  board,  even  though  a  majority 
of  the  States  have  seen  fit  to  limit  the  power  of  the  local  authorities 
by  some  central  authority  above  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion.    The  Pennsylvania  school  system  was  not  introduced  from  with- 
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out,  but  grew  up  on  our  own  soil  in  response  to  our  own  needs. 
And  we  should  not  imitate  other  States  merely  for  the  sake  of  unifor- 
mity. 

The  number  of  children  who  are  maimed  or  killed  through  tres- 
passing upon  railroads  is  serious  enough  to  claim  the  attention  of 
teachers  and  directors.  The  worst  waste  of  our  national  resources 
is  the  destruction  of  human  life  through  causes  which  could  be  pre- 
vented. Youth  should  be  warned  against  incurring  dangers  upon 
railroads,  upon  the  highways,  in  shops  and  factories  and  mines. 
More  lives  are  annually  lost  in  this  way  than  through  an  ordinary 
battle  in  time  of  war.  But  the  worst  waste  of  life  comes  through 
preventable  diseases.  Not  only  should  there  be  careful  medical  and 
dental  inspection  of  school  children,  but  the  inspection  should  be 
followed  by  proper  treatment.  The  Department  of  Health  deserves 
to  be  commended  for  what  it  has  done  in  the  medical  inspection 
of  rural  schools.  But  much  more  remains  to  be  done  in  our  rural 
schools  as  well  as  in  the  schools  of  cities  and  boroughs.  We  need 
at  this  point  legislation  which  is  both  explicit  and  mandatory. 

HIGH   SCHOOLS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  growth  in  the  number  of  high  schools 
receiving  State  appropriations  since  1902. 

TOWNSHIP  HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

1902  1903  1904  1905  190G  1907  1908  1909  1910* 

First  Grade,  2  6  9         1       13       14        8        7       12 

Second  Grade,   ....     29  51  54       51       43       43       56      55       55 

Third  Grade,  35  67  101     135     179     246    247    279     265 

Total, 66     124     164     197    235     303     311     341     332 

BOKOUGH  HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

1908  1909  1910* 

First   Grade,    78  90      113 

Second    Grade,    155  159       181 

Third  Grade,    178  225       214 


Total,     411       474       508 

The  above  enumeration  does  not  include  forty-two  city  high 
schools,  nearly  all  of  the  first  grade,  for  which  no  special  appropria- 
tion was  ever  made.  It  may,  of  course,  be  assumed  that  every  city 
will  develop  a  high  school  of  the  first  grade,  but  as  soon  as  the  fin- 
ances of  the  State  permit,  all  high  schools  should  receive  a  just  pro- 
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portionate  share  of  an  adequate  appropriation  in  aid  of  high  schools. 
The  last  legislature  set  apart  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  towards 
the  payment  of  the  high  school  tuition  of  non-resident  pupils.  If 
this  policy  is  to  be  made  effective,  the  amount  must  be  largely  in- 
creased. It  is  the  aim  of  States  like  Ohio,  New  Jersey,  New  York 
and  Massachusetts  to  give  the  advantages  of  a  four  year  high 
school  course  to  every  boy  and  every  girl  sufficiently  advanced  to 
profit  by  that  kind  of  instruction.  Legislation  with  this  end  in  view 
should  be  enacted  in  Pennsylvania,  if  our  school  system  is  to  be  made 
as  comprehensive  and  complete  as  the  school  systems  of  the  States 
just  named. 

New  York  pays  twenty  dollars  toward  the  tuition  of  non-resident 
high  school  pupils.  New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts  furnish  free 
tuition  and  free  transportation  to  every  pupil  sufficiently  advanced 
for  high  school  work,  whenever  the  district  maintains  no  high  school 
of  its  own.  A  policy  of  this  sort  prevents  the  waste  of  money  due  to 
the  establishment  of  more  high  schools  than  are  needed.  To  escape 
the  payment  of  the  tuition  of  pupils  in  the  high  schools  of  other  dis- 
tricts, school  boards  have  sometimes  started  high  schools  without  a 
sufficient  attendance  to  justify  the  expense.  Laws  should  be  enacted 
To  regulate  the  establishment  of  new  high  schools  by  the  approval  of 
the  county  superintendent  and  the  high  school  inspectors.  The  ap- 
plication for  permission  to  establish  new  high  schools,  especially 
in  rural  districts,  should  set  forth  the  number  of  teachers  in  the  dis- 
trict, the  number  of  pupils  qualified  to  begin  high  school  work,  the 
proximity  and  convenience  of  access  of  the  high  schools  already  organ- 
ized and  other  facts  bearing  upon  the  need  of  an  additional  high 
school  in  the  applicant's  section  of  the  county  or  city.  The  organiza- 
tion of  high  schools  has  gone  far  enough  to  indicate  that  in  some  lo- 
calities too  many  high  schols  will  be  organized  for  the  purchase  of 
proper  material  equipment,  for  the  employment  of  properly  qualified 
teachers  and  for  an  attendance  sufficient  to  ensure  the  highest  effi- 
ciency. 

STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

The  normal  schools  need  the  attention  of  the  legislature.  Under 
the  recent  rulings  of  the  courts  these  institutions  are  in  the  hands  of 
private  corporations,  and  wherever  property  has  been  acquired  on 
which  the  State  holds  no  mortgages,  such  property  might  be  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  stockholders,  even  though  appropriations  by  the 
State  may  have  been  used  in  the  purchase  of  the  same.  It  would  be 
unjust  to  say  that  this  is  likely  to  be  done  at  this  time  by  the  stock- 
holders and  trustees  of  any  one  of  the  thirteen  schools,  but  the  pos- 
sibility of  such  sale  should  be  made  an  impossibility  by  wise  and 
efficient  legislation,  thus  removing  the  temptation  for  all  time  to 
come. 
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At  present  the  Board  of  Trustees  is  composed  of  eighteen  members, 
nine  of  whom  represent  the  stockholders,  and  the  others  are  appoint- 
ed to  represent  the  State.  When  the  schools  were  first  established 
every  man  of  means  in  the  community  became  a  contributor  and  no 
respectable  man  could  escape  the  taking  of  stock.  Hence  the  ne- 
cessity of  securing  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  led  to 
the  appointment  of  stockholders  as  State  Trustees.  For  several  years 
it  has  been  deemed  wise  to  select  the  State  Trustees  from  citizens  who 
do  not  own  stock,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  But  this  policy  has 
not  been  sufficient  to  eliminate  local  troubles  from  the  management 
of  these  schools.  Whenever  two  banks  become  rivals  for  the  deposits 
of  the  money  which  these  schools  handle,  the  welfare  of  the  school 
may  become  a  secondary  consideration.  If  a  rich  man's  son  is  disci- 
plined, he  buys  up  stock  and  tries  to  get  even  with  the  Principal  by  a 
change  in  the  Board  of  Trustees.  There  is  at  present  a  constant 
temptation  to  subordinate  the  highest  interests  of  the  school  to  the 
business  interests  or  professional  advancement  of  some  relative  or 
friend  of  an  influential  Trustee  or  stockholder.  The  heroic  days  in 
which  the  Trustees  made  sacrifices  and  pledged  their  property,  and 
even  their  very  homes,  in  order  to  save  the  credit  of  the  school  and  to 
keep  it  alive,  are  now  past,  and  it  is  a  question  worthy  of  considera- 
tion whether  the  State  should  buy  the  stocks  which  were  originally  is- 
sued, and  should  assume  entire  control,  or  whether  a  representation 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees  proportionate  to  the  money  which  the  State 
has  invested  in  the  property  will  suffice  to  eliminate  local  fights  from 
the  management  of  these  schools.  It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  it 
is  the  aim  of  the  State  Normal  Schools  to  prepare  teachers  for  the 
public  schools,  and  that  the  interests  of  banks,  business  houses 
and  stockholders  should  always  be  subordinated  to  the  lofty  pur- 
pose for  which  these  schools  were  established. 

THE  FUNCTION  OF  EXPEKTS. 

Many  phases  of  school  administration  should  be  left  to  experienced 
experts  and  it  will  be  wise  not  to  legislate  very  minutely  as  to 
courses  of  study,  qualifications  of  teachers,  the  erection  of  school 
buildings  and  other  matters  concerning  which  the  wisest  prophet  can 
not  foretell  what  the  new  needs  of  people  will  be  from  year 
to  year.  The  Pennsylvania  Educational  Association  has  decided  to 
hold  its  next  meeting  between  Christmas  and  New  Year  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  proposed  school  legislation.  The  wisest  educator 
can  not  presume  that  he  knows  how  all  parts  of  the  State  will  be 
affected  by  new  laws.  The  members  of  the  late  Code  Commission 
met  at  their  own  expense  and  revised  the  vetoed  code  by  eliminating 
contradictions  and  other  objectionable  features.  This  revision  was 
published  in  the  July  number  of  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal 
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and  widely  distributed  among  the  directors  and  educators.  A  copy 
will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  so  that  each  and  every  one  may  have  ample 
time  to  study  what  is  proposed.  No  one  will  wish  to  enact  a  code 
with  amendments  giving  us  a  worse  school  system  than  we  have  at 
present.  Nor  would  it  be  wise  to  change  enactments  which  have 
been  formulated  in  response  to  our  own  needs,  simply  because  other 
States  have  adopted  a  different  method  for  attaining  the  same  ends. 
And  in  all  school  legislation  that  is  enacted,  let  it  be  borne 
in  mind  that  our  educational  system  was  not  established  and 
is  not  maintained  for  the  sake  of  architects,  contractors,  publishers, 
book  agents,  superintendents,  teachers,  tax-collectors,  school  treas- 
urers, school  directors  or  even  tax  payers,  but  that  our  schools  exist 
for  the  benefit  of  the  children  whose  education  and  future  welfare 
should  be  considered  paramount  in  all  school  legislation  and  school 
administration.  Legislation  from  any  other  point  of  view  will  harm 
our  schools  and  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing  to  the  boys  and 
girls  of  our  Commonwealth. 

THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

A  course  of  study  designed  to  eliminate  non-essentials  has  been 
issued  and  distributed  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
Let  any  one  who  is  not  a  teacher  go  over  the  text-books  in  arithmetic 
which  he  studied  in  his  boyhood  for  the  purpose  of  marking  all  the 
things  which  have  been  of  no  use  to  him  in  his  career  beyond  the 
school  and  he  will  be  surprised  to  find  how  little  of  each  text-book 
will  remain  unmarked.  The  same  is  true  of  the  text-books  on  gram- 
mar and  geography.  Hence  it  was  deemed  wise  to  indicate  a  mini- 
mum which  every  child  should  acquire  in  the  grades  below  the  high 
school.  When  children  pass  through  eight  and  even  nine  grades 
below  the  high  school  without  learning  aught  about  percentage, 
there  is  an  inexcusable  waste  of  time  and  effort  somewhere  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  course  of  study.  Children  are  driven  out  of 
school  by  difficult  problems  in  arithmetic  and  knotty  sentences  in  the 
grammar  because  these  are  forced  upon  the  learner's  attention  before 
his  understanding  is  ripe  for  their  comprehension.  And  it  is  a 
legitimate  question  to  ask  whether  the  simpler  operations  in  algebra, 
including  equations,  and  the  simple  truths  of  constructive  geometry 
would  not  furnish  better  mental  discipline  than  the  difficult  and 
lengthy  problems  which  have  heretofore  occupied  the  time  of  so  many 
children,  especially  in  the  ungraded  schools.  Those  who  have  tried 
the  experiment  believe  in  a  radical  change  of  the  school  curriculum 
in  the  direction  of  less  arithmetic  and  the  earlier  introduction  of  the 
simple  truths  of  algebra  and  geometry. 

The  best  schools  will  undoubtedly  accomplish  more  in  the  allotted 
time  than  is  outlined  in  the  course  of  study.     It  is  not  designed  to 
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bring  the  best  schools  to  the  level  of  the  average  and  it  is  at  this 
point  that  we  strike  the  rock  of  offence  in  all  uniform  courses  of  study 
and  uniform  State  examinations.  In  every  instance  the  child  is  of 
more  value  than  the  course  of  study,  and  the  greatest  good  of  the 
best  pupils  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  while  the  teacher  is  trying 
to  promote  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number. 

THE  ADOPTION  OF  HIGHER  STANDARDS. 

All  the  professional  schools  are  adopting  higher  standards  of  admis- 
sion and  graduation  and  this  is  affecting  the  other  schools.  The  cry 
is:  Fewer  doctors  but  better  doctors,  fewer  lawyers  but  better  quali- 
fied lawyers  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  list  of  about  twenty-five  vo- 
cations which  now  aspire  to  the  rank  of  professions.  The  number  of 
occupations  is  increasing  in  which  special  skill  is  based  upon  scien- 
tific training  and  the  advanced  education  given  in  our  institutions 
of  higher  learning.  The  new  demands  are  causing  a  re-adjustment 
of  the  relations  between  our  public  schools  and  these  higher  institu- 
tions, including  colleges,  professional  schools  and  schools  of  tech- 
nology. 

The  present  methods  of  standardization  undoubtedly  work  against 
the  boy  on  the  farm.  In  most  cases  he  does  not  have  access  to  a 
first  grade  high  school,  and  hence  when  he  wakes  up  and  finds  him- 
self he  finds  closed  against  him  the  doors,  not  only  to  professions 
like  law,  medicine,  denistry  and  pharmacy,  but  also  the  entrance  to 
about  twenty  other  vocations  which  presuppose  a  learned  education 
as  the  basis  for  special  training.  Shall  we  adopt  the  European 
standards  according  to  which  the  boy  who  goes  through  the  free 
public  school  finds  the  doors  of  the  university  and  the  professional 
school  closed  against  him  forever?  The  American  ideal  is  different. 
We  have  tried  to  build  up  a  school  system  which  shall  be  like  a  ladder 
stretching  from  the  gutter  into  the  university,  on  which  the  youth 
who  has  the  strength  to  climb  may  rise  into  the  highest  and  the 
most  lucrative  of  modern  occupations. 

Any  system  of  rural  high  schools  which  seeks  to  condemn  the  boy 
to  a  life  on  the  farm,  no  matter  what  his  talents  or  inclination  may  be 
deserved  to  be  condemned.  The  rural  high  should  mean  opportunity 
for  the  boy  to  make  the  most  of  himself.  If  he  chooses  to  be  a  farmer 
he  should  find  in  the  high  school  things  which  he  can  not  learn  on  the 
farm  and  which  will  throw  light  upon  the  work  of  the  farm.  But  if 
his  tastes  and  talents  fit  him  for  something  else,  the  course  in  said 
high  school  should  not  be  so  shaped  as  to  unfit  him  for  anything  but 
toil  on  the  farm. 

The  census  shows  a  drift  of  population  from  the  farms  to  the  cities 
and  boroughs,  and  hence  fewer  raise  food  while  there  are  more  to  eat 
it.     It  has  been  well  said  that  the  remedy  is  not  in  "back  to  the  farm," 
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but  in  increasing  the  product  of  the  farm  and  in  making  its  labor 
more  efficient.  "For  all  that  is  expended  on  agricultural  education 
and  agricultural  investigation,"  says  a  writer  in  one  of  the  Phila- 
delphia papers,  "the  farm  product  per  acre  is  increasing  very  slowly 
and  sometimes  is  diminishing.  Corn  is  our  great  crop,  and  the  pro- 
duct of  corn  per  acre  has  increased  not  at  all  in  forty  years.  It 
averaged  as  large  in  1806-1870  as  it  does  to-day  for  all  the  progress 
in  'agricultural  science.'  The  product  of  wheat  per  acre  has  grown  in 
forty  years,  but  not  much,  only  about  one-fifth.  No  more  oats  are 
grown  per  acre  than  forty  years  ago.  Barley  has  made  a  small 
advance  in  yield  per  acre.  Potatoes,  a  crop  of  the  first  import- 
ance has  changed  little  in  acre  product.  In  cotton  the  average 
yield  per  acre  does  not  grow.  Increased  product  has  come  in  all 
other  fields.  The  coal  mine  yields  more  per  miner,  the  railroad  car- 
ries more  and  mill  and  factory  turn  out  more.  In  some  other  coun- 
tries the  yield  per  acre  on  the  farm  has  grown.  Why  not  in  the 
United    States?" 

The  explanation  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  new  knowledge  has  not 
yet  reached  the  farm.  The  State  College  opened  at  its  own  expense  a 
summer  school  for  teachers  and  of  the  hundred  and  fifty  enrolled, 
comparatively  few  took  instruction  in  agriculture.  The  graduates  of 
the  land-grant  colleges  have  not  gone  back  to  the  farms,  but  away 
from  the  farms  to  professorships,  government  positions  and  other  ex- 
pert work  which  pays  better  than  farming.  When  one  hears  the 
eloquent  pleas  for  the  farm,  one  fears  that  the  lecturers  will  forthwith 
resign  their  positions  and  go  to  farming,  but  the  fear  vanishes  as 
soon  as  their  present  salary  is  compared  with  what  they  could  earn  by 
toil  on  the  soil.  Here  is  an  economic  law  which  the  school  can  not 
nullify,  namely,  that  boys  and  girls  will  seek  the  vocations  which 
either  pay  the  best  or  promise  to  give  most  of  the  things  that  make  life 
desirable.  As  long  as  the  shop,  the  factory,  the  store  and  the  mine 
offer  better  wages  than  the  farm,  so  long  will  boys  leave  the  farm  for 
work  elsewhere.  As  long  as  the  city  offers  opportunities  for  an  at- 
tractive life  superior  to  those  offered  by  country  life,  so  long  will  boys 
and  girls  seek  an  avenue  of  escape  from  the  farm,  even  though  exist- 
ence in  the  city  means  all  their  days  a  life  from  hand  to  mouth.  It 
must  be  confessed  that  the  farm  life,  which  at  best  means  hard 
work  and  long  hours,  does  not  offer  superior  attractions  to  the  boy 
and  the  girl  who  can  never  hope  to  own  a  farm.  The  school  may 
impart  knowledge  that  will  give  insight  into  the  marvels  of  nature 
and  make  the  farmer  a  better  fanner,,  but  it  can  not  be  reasonably 
expected  that  the  schools  shall  solely  and  of  their  own  initiative 
stop  the  migration  from  the  farm  to  the  city.  Those  who  expect  this 
tc  be  achieved  by  the  women  teachers  now  in  charge  of  our  schools 
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expect  them  to  solve  a  problem  in  which  the  home,  the  community, 
the  State  should  play  a  more  efficient  part  if  the  problem  is  ever  to  be 
solved. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  trade  schools  in  Europe  lament  the 
tendency  to  short-circuit  the  education  of  the  boy  by  our  schemes  for 
industrial  education  in  the  grades.  We  forbid  child  labor  in  the 
factory  and  below  the  age  of  fourteen  and  then  expect  the  school 
to  teach  and  exact  the  same  work  which  the  boy  would  have  done  as 
an  apprentice  in  the  shop.  European  countries  devote  the  years 
below  fourteen  to  work  similar  to  that  of  our  elementary  grades  and 
then  supplement  the  work  of  the  apprentice  by  continuation  schools 
which  teach  what  the  boy  can  not  learn  in  the  shop. 

Moreover,  if  the  schemes  for  industrial  education  are  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  the  public  must  be  willing  to  spend  more  money  upon 
the  schools.  To  expect  the  schools  to  solve  all  the  problems  which 
are  shied  at  them  from  the  mine,  the  factory  and  the  counting  room 
on  the  money  now  at  the  disposal  of  our  school  authorities  reminds 
one  of  Pharaoah  who  asked  the  children  of  Israel  to  make  bricks 
without  straw. 

Without  doubt,  the  greatest  need  of  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania 
is  more  money.  The  need  of  more  money  is  felt,  not  only  in  Philadel- 
phia, but  in  other  school  districts  of  the  State.  In  spite  of  our 
magnificent  school  appropriation  Pennsylvania  is  not  by  any  means 
the  most  liberal  of  all  the  States  in  the  support  of  the  Public 
Schools.  Other  States  have  different  methods  of  taxation,  and  prop- 
erty which  we  tax  only  for  State  purposes  is  there  taxed  locally  and 
yields  abundant  revenue  for  school  purposes.  Hence  comparisons 
of  amounts  appropriated  by  the  different  legislatures  and  of  sums 
raised  by  local  taxation  are  always  misleading.  Even  in  our  own 
State  such  comparisons  do  not  bring  to  light  the  true  state  of  affairs. 
Where  property  is  assessed  at  its  full  value,  as  in  Chester  county,  the 
rate  of  taxation  seems  low.  Where  property  is  assessed  below  its 
real  value,  money  enough  can  be  raised  only  by  a  relatively  high 
millage,  and  in  some  instances,  although  the  maximum  rate  allowed 
by  law  is  levied,  there  is  not  enough  revenue  to  keep  the  schools  in 
operation  during  seven  months. 

Undoubtedly  it  will  be  a  great  step  forward  if  the  minimum 
school  term  can  be  fixed  at  eight  months,  but  some  districts  will  have 
to  receive  more  liberal  aid  from  the  State,  if  they  are  to  obey  the  law 
in  this  respect.  The  most  liberal  policy  that  is  possible  with  our 
State  revenues  is,  therefore,  the  greatest  of  all  the  questions  which 
will  come  before  the  next  legislature. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  September  20,  1910. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT. 


RELATING  TO  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  FOR 
THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUN  E  6,  1910.--I  NCLUDI NG  PH I  LA- 
DELPHI  A. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State,   2,599 

Number  of  schools, 34,610 

Number  of  superintendents,    164 

Number  of  male  teachers,   8,003 

Number  of  female  teachers,  27,493 

Whole  number  of  teachers,   35,496 

Whole  number  of  directors,    17,674 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $63  43 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, $47  47 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 8.49 

Whole  number  of  pupils,   1,282,965 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance, 1,001,464  • 

Cost  of  school  houses,  purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc $9,192,572  95 

Teachers'    wages,    19,657,318  47 

Cost  of  school  text  books, 1,094,608  61 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  includ 

ing  maps,  globes,  etc.,  748,290  62 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,       9,295,389  28 

Total  expenditures,    39,988,179  93v 

Regular   appropriation   to   common   schools   for   the 

school  year  ending  June  6,  1910, 6,872,500  00 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 

Normal  schools  for  school  year  ending  June  6,  1910 .  312,500  00 

Appropriation  for  township  high  schools, 137,500  00 

Appropriation  for  borough  high  schools,  137,500  00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'  salaries,  .  115,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, 96,244,694  02 
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Items  Compared  with  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year  Ending  June  7, 
1909,  Philadelphia  Included. 

Increase  in  number  of  districts, 15 

Increase  in  number  of  schools,  826 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers,  68 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers,  722 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month, f  1  20 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month,  ...  40 

Increase  in  length  of  school  term, .03 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils, 19,931 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages,   $1,181,627  70 

Increase  in  cost  of  buildings,  purchasing  and  renting,  816,067  29 
Decrease  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collec- 
tors and  other  expenses, 373,287  10 


Condition  of  System,  not  Including  Philadelphia,  with  Comparisons. 

Number    of    districts,     .  .  .  2,598  Increase,  15 

Number  of  schools,    30,001  Increase,  692 

Number  of  pupils,   1,107,416  Increase,  18,518 

Average  daily  attendance,.  846,749  Increase,  4,862 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  ...  86  Decrease,  1 
Average    length    of    school 

term  in  months,    8.26  Increase,  .04 

Number  of  male  teachers,  .  7,552  Increase,  15 

Number  of  female  teachers,  23,335  Increase,  623 

Whole  number  of  teachers,  30,987  Increase,  738 
Average    salary     of    male 

teachers  per  month,    . . .  f  61  94  Increase,  $1  29 
Average    salary    of    female 

teachers,  per  month,   ...  46  99  Increase,  .39 
Cost  of  school  supplies  oth- 
er than  text  books, 748,290  62  Increase,  |19,415  01 

Teachers'  wages,  15,293,136  04  Increase,  649,200  53 

Fuel  and  contingencies,  fees 

of  collectors,  etc., 8,859,567  59  Decrease,  164,194  18 

Cost  of  text  books, 851,081  33  Decrease,  33,786  14 

Purchasing,  building,  re- 
pairing houses,  renting,  .  5,993,886  51  Decrease,  45,563  49 

Total  expenditures,  31,745,962  09  Increase,  425,071  73 

Average  number  of  mills 
levied  for  school  pur- 
poses,      7  14  Increase,  .13 
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number    of    mills 
for  building   pur- 


Average 

levied 

poses,     

Amount  of  tax  levied, 


1  54 
21,019,917  25 


Increase, 
Increase, 


.07 
261,642  21 


PHILADELPHIA. 

Number  of  schools, 4,609 

Number  of  male  teachers,   451 

Number  of  female  teachers,    4,158 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  per  month, f  162  00 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers,  per  month, 79  00 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year, 175,549 

Average   attendance,    154,715 

Teachers  wages,    f 4,364,182  43 

Cost  of  grounds,  buildings,  renting,  and  repairing.  .  3,198,686  44 

Cost  of  text  books, 243,527  28 

Fuel  and  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  all  other 

expenses,    435,821  69 

Total  expenditures,    8,242,217  84 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, 20,632,630  00 
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OF 

COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


The  ninth  annual  summer  meeting  of  the  teachers  was  held  pre- 
vious to  the  opening  of  the  schools  and  was  very  largely  attended. 
Supt.  John  C.  Wagner,  of  Carlisle,  delivered  two  helpful  addresses 
on  the  subjects  of  "Discipline''  and  the  "Recitation."  The  following 
questions  were  discussed  and  adopted: 

1.  Shall  the  annual  summer  meeting  be  convened  for  one  and  one- 
half  days  instead  of  one  day? 

2.  Shall  the  annual  county  teachers'  institute  adjourn  Friday 
noon? 

3.  Shall  plans  be  laid  to  hold  county  rally  meetings  during  the 
year? 

4.  Shall  the  school  directors  be  requested  to  open  the  schools  on 
the  last  Monday  of  August? 

5.  Shall  the  teachers  ask  for  a  day  on  which  to  visit  schools  in  the 
county  or  elsewhere? 

The  following  books  were  recommended  for  study  by  the  teachers 
and  which  will  be  made  the  basis  of  the  subsequent  examination  in 
Theory;  Kemp's  History  of  Education;  Dutton's  School  Management; 
Dinsmore's  Teaching  a  District  School.  The  following  were  rec- 
ommended for  pupils  of  the  advanced  grades:  The  Chambered  Nauti- 
lus ;  My  Lost  Youth ;  My  Native  Land;  The  Burial  of  Sir  John  Moore. 

The  third  annual  reunion  of  county  graduates  was  held  on  August 
20. 

The  first  county  rally  meeting  was  held  at  Abbottstown,  November 

6.     Dr.  George  W.  Hull,  of  Millersville,  was  the  principal  speaker, 

The  second  rally  was  held  at  Gettysburg,  February  19.     Dr.  C.  H. 

Gordinier,  of  Shippensburg,  and  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel,  of  Kutztown, 

delivered  interesting  and  profitable  addresses.     A  special  feature  of 

(l) 
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these  meetings  was  the  noon  luncheon  served  by  the  citizens  to  the 
teachers  in  attendance.  One  hundred  fifty-two  teachers  were  present 
at  these  meetings. 

Before  the  schools  opened  this  year  twenty  organizations  of  teach- 
ers of  the  various  districts  were  effected  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  a  series  of  systematic  meetings  during  the  year.  Many  spirited 
and  profitable  meetings  were  conducted  thoroughout  the  county. 
Patrons  and  citizens  were  much  interested.  There  is  no  better  way 
to  cultivate  sentiment  in  favor  of  public  education.  1  am  pleased  to 
have  the  privilege  to  congratulate  the  teachers  of  the  county  for  their 
interest  and  professional  zeal.  I  very  much  regret,  however,  that  a 
few  teachers  were  laggards,  pluming  themselves  upon  the  idea  that 
they  were  not  compelled  to  attend  the  meetings.  In  some  cases  others 
will  teach  in  their  stead  next  year. 

As  a  whole  our  teachers  are  interested  in  their  work  and  are  will- 
ing to  do  all  in  their  power  to  advance  the  work  of  their  schools. 
The  majority  of  them  were  in  attendance  at  local,  and  State  Normals, 
Summer  Schools  and  Chautauquas. 

Of  the  two  hundred  eight  teachers  employed  in  the  county,  eighty 
hold  provisional  certificates ;  thirty-one  hold  professional  certificates ; 
Thirty-five  hold  permanent  certificates;  fifty-five  are  graduates  of 
state  normal  schools ;  seven  are  college  graduates.  Thirty-eight  have 
had  no  previous  experience.  One  hundred  eighteen  have  taught  five 
or  more  terms. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  was  the  largest  ever  held  in  the 
county.  All  of  the  two  hundred  eight  teachers  and  one  substitute 
were  enrolled.  The  teachers  of  twenty-six  districts  were  present  at 
every  session.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  was  99.  The  attendance, 
interest,  attention  and  quality  of  work  was  the  very  best.  Dr.  S.  A. 
Martin  and  Prof.  J.  K.  Stewart,  of  Shippensburg :  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller, 
of  Lima,  Ohio;  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre;  A.  D.  Yocum, 
of  Philadelphia ;  Dr.  S.  G.  Hefelbower,  of  Gettysburg,  and  Supt.  R 
B.  Teitrick,  of  Harrisburg,  were  the  instructors.  The  evenings 
were  filled  by  John  Merritte  Driver,  the  Cluxton  Company,  the 
Commonwealth  Concert  Company  and  the  Vassar  Girls. 

The  nineteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  school  directors  was  held  in 
the  Court  House,  Gettysburg,  February  17  and  18.  The  officers  of 
the  convention  were  President,  W.  E.  Thomas;  Vice  Presidents,  W. 
E.  Kapp  and  J.  W.  Prickett ;  Secretary,  H.  F.  Stambaugh ;  Treasurer, 
J.  E.  Musselman. 

Officers  for  1911  were  elected  as  follows:  President,  J.  W.  Prickett; 
Vice  Presidents,  J.  A.  Knouss.  and  A.  J.  March;  Secretary,  H.  F. 
Stambaugh ;  Treasurer,  S.  G.  Bucher.  Delegates  elected  to  State 
Convention:  J.  A.  Knouss,  L.  J.  Deardorff,  J.  H.  Holtzworth,  W. 
D.  Myers,  and  C.  K.  Forry. 
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There  was  a  large  attendance,  the  sessions  were  interesting,  and  the 
members  kept  the  convention  on  the  move  from  the  opening  to  the 
close.  The  convention  had  the  assistance  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Hefelbower  and 
Hon.  G.  J.  Benner,  Gettysburg;  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Shippensburg ; 
Dr.  A.  C.  Bothermel,  Kutztown. 

The  Principals'  Association,  the  Primary  Teachers'  Association, 
and  the  Eural  Teachers'  Association  conducted  successful  meetings 
during  the  year. 

The  schools  of  the  county  observed  with  open  doors,  February  22, 
as  a  general  reception  day.  The  school  rooms  were  appropriately  dec- 
orated and  many  friends  of  the  teachers  and  children  took  advantage 
of  the  invitation  to  look  in  upon  their  work. 

The  regular  central  and  final  examinations  were  held  at  the  end  of 
the  term.  One  hundred  four  pupils  reported  at  the  central  exami- 
nations. Seventy-three  pupils  took  the  examination  for  the  common 
school  diploma  and  entrance  to  high  schools.  Of  this  number  fifty- 
three  were  granted  diplomas  and  ten  will  be  admitted  to  high 
schools.  Fifty-three  non-resident  pupils  were  in  attendance  at  the 
county  high  schools. 

More  than  six  hundred  certificates  of  award  were  given  to  pupils 
who  were  at  school  every  day. 

Our  high  schools  did  very  excellent  work.  Abbot tstown  graduated 
a  class  of  two;  McSherrystown,  a  class  of  two;  Fairfield,  a  class  of 
three;  New  Oxford,  a  class  of  live;  Littlestown,  a  class  of  sevou; 
Gettysburg,  a  class  of  twenty-three.  There  were  no  graduates  at 
East  Berlin.  These  classes  held  appropriate  commencement  exer- 
cises and  acquitted  themselves  very  well.  A  number  of  these  young 
people  will  continue  their  studies  in  higher  institutions  of  learning. 
The  commonwealth  is  doing  a  splendid  tiling  in  placing  a  high  school 
training  in  the  reach  of  the  boys  and  girls. 

I  conducted  examinations  in  all  the  high  schools  which  graduated 
classes.  Thirteen  examinations  were  held  for  teachers.  Ten  profess- 
ional certificates,  ninety  provisional  certificates  and  twelve  permanent 
certificates  were  granted.  T  visited  all  the  schools  and  was  accom- 
panied by  ninety  directors.  I  was  in  attendance  at  thirty-one  educa- 
tional meetings  in  the  county. 

Conewago  township  is  building  a  new  school  house  in  Midway.  A 
number  of  districts  painted  and  otherwise  repaired  their  houses. 
Gettysburg  installed  a  new  heating  plant  in  the  High  Street  build- 
ing and  placed  water  closets  in  the  basement.  The  Waterbury  Sys- 
tem of  heating  and  ventilating  has  been  installed  in  two  houses  of 
the  county. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  School  Department  for  assistance  in  my 
official  duties,  the  school  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  citizens  for 
their  loyal  support.     I  also  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  and  tender 
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my  sincere  thanks  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  its  kindness  and 
willingness  to  publish  educational  matters  and  in  many  other  ways 
give  loyal  support  in  my  work. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


There  is  nothing  particularly  new  or  startling  to  report  this  year. 
Practically  all  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  by  my  as- 
sistant or  myself.  But  county  supervision  in  a  county  where  the 
supervising  officer  must  spread  his  supervision  over  more  than  two 
hundred  schools  is  not  very  efficient.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new 
code  will  give  the  counties  some  relief. 

In  North  Braddock,  Braddock,  and  Wilkinsburg  the  schools  have 
been  placed  under  medical  inspection.  In  North  Braddock  and  in 
Braddock  the  inspection  is  made  gratuitously  by  physicians  appoint- 
ed by  the  medical  society  of  the  towns.  In  Wilkinsburg  the  board  of 
education  selects  and  pays  at  a  nominal  figure  the  physicians  who 
make  the  inspection.  The  local  authorities  speak  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  results  of  this  inspection. 

During  the  year  we  issued  about  nine  hundred  provisional  cer- 
tificates. It  may  seem  surprising  that  in  a  county  where  the  salaries 
attract  college  and  normal  graduates  as  they  do  here,  it  is  necessary 
to  license  so  many  with  this  lowest  grade  of  certificates.  Possibly 
the  conditions  in  other  counties  less  fortunate  in  the  matter  of  sala- 
ries are  similar,  and  if  they  are,  something  should  be  done  in  this 
state  to  increase  the  proportion  of  trained  teachers. 

There  are  practically  only  two  private  schools  in  this  county  that 
make  any  attempt  to  train  teachers  and  they  educate  only  a  small 
proportion  of  these  applicants  for  provisional  certificates.  The 
Pittsburg  High  School  has  an  excellent  Normal  Department  organ- 
ized to  train  teachers  for  the  city.  It  covers  four  years  of  work 
equally  as  strong  as  the  work  done  in  State  Normal  Schools.  The 
training  schools  for  teachers  in  Allegheny  City  and  McKeesport 
have  each  a  five  years'  course  in  which  the  fifth  year  is  given  to  pro- 
fessional training.  These  schools  educate  a  large  number  of  our 
teachers  who  hold  provisional  certificates  and  their  preparation  is 
partly  academic  and  partly  professional. 

But  we  have  thirty-two  high  schools  of  our  own  with  courses 
of  two,  three  or  four  years.  The  graduates  from  these  schools  also 
come  before  us  for  provisional  certificates  and  if  qualified  are  li- 
censed to  teach.     At  present  we  have  possibly  300  teachers  in  our 
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county  who  have  no  training  other  than  that  received  in  these  high 
schools.  The  same  conditions  are  probably  found  in  other  counties. 
The  small  high  schools  are  now  training  from  15  per  cent,  to  20  per 
cent,  of  the  teachers  in  the  commonwealth  and  in  the  near  future 
they  will  furnish  40  per  cent,  of  them. 

This  is  a  condition  not  a  theory,  and  it  is  a  condition  that  must  be 
met.  The  normal  schools  are  filled  from  cellar  to  attic.  They  are 
furnishing  all  the  trained  teachers  possible  under  existing  conditions, 
and  the  extension  of  the  course  to  four  years  will  naturally  reduce 
the  number  sent  out  annually.  What  can  be  done  to  increase  the 
number  of  trained  teachers  in  the  state?  Shall  we  increase  the 
number  of  normal  schools,  or  shall  we  make  some  provision  for 
training  teachers  in  some  of  our  high  schools  by  adding  one  or  two 
years  of  professional  training  to  the  four  years  of  academic  work? 

The  fifty-ninth  annual  session  of  the  Allegheny  County  Teachers' 
Institute  was  held  in  the  Music  Hall,  Pittsburg,  August  23  to  27, 
1910. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Balliett,  New  York ;  Dr.  Earl 
Barnes,  Philadelphia.  The  music  director  was  R.  J.  McDowell,  In- 
gram, the  lecturer  was  J.  Ernest  Woodland,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
soloist,  Mrs.  Edith  Allison  Boyd,  Lansdown,  Pa. 

The  enrollment  for  the  week  was  1,588.  This  is  the  largest  county 
institute  ever  held  in  this  state,  and  yet  about  200  teachers  were  ab- 
sent. A  few  of  our  teachers  were  detained  by  sickness,  but  as  a  rule, 
the  absentees  were  those  who  teach  here  and  live  elsewhere.  If  a 
week  intervenes  between  the  close  of  the  Institute  and  the  opening  of 
school,  many  teachers,  non-residents  in  the  county,  find  it  convenient 
to  remain  away. 

In  professional  zeal,  in  the  quality  of  the  music,  in  interest  and 
attention  of  the  teachers,  and  in  the  solid  and  substantial  character 
of  the  instruction,  this  institute  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the 
county. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— W.  A.  Patton. 


During  the  year  just  closed,  new  schools  have  been  opened  in  eight 
districts,  in  all  ten  schools.  One  closed  on  account  of  small  attend- 
ance, leaving  a  net  gain  of  nine  schools.  There  are  in  our  county  a 
number  of  houses  unfit  for  school  use  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
will  soon  be  replaced  with  modern  buildings. 

In  the  matter  of  teachers'  examinations,  we  held  eighteen  examina- 
tions, examining  three  hundred  fifty-four  candidates  for  provisional 


6  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

certificates,  and  granting  two  hundred  fifty-two  certificates.  Of  these 
two  hundred  fifty-two  teachers,  one  hundred  eighty-five  taught  in 
our  county,  leaving  sixty-seven  who  went  elsewhere  to  teach  or  did 
not  teach  at  all. 

While  not  much  improvement  has  as  yet  been  made  in  the  efficiency 
of  our  teaching  force,  we  are  pleased  to  note  that  a  large  number  of 
our  best  teachers  are  attending  the  various  Normal  Schools  and  other 
schools  and  colleges  in  our  part  of  the  state.  The  summer  schools 
for  teachers  also,  will  enroll  a  number  of  our  teachers. 

School  visitation  is  a  problem  open  for  solution.  We  are  unable  to 
understand  how  a  sujjerintendent  can  direct  the  work  of  the  schools 
in  the  townships,  when  he  can  make  such  scanty  visitation  to  a  large 
number  of  schools  on  account  of  their  widely  distributed  condition. 
The  work  in  our  borough  schools  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of 
other  schools  of  similar  grade  in  adjoining  counties.  This  is  due  to  the 
earnest  efforts  of  the  principals,  backed  by  wide  awake,  active  school 
boards.  Closer  supervision  we  believe  would  remedy  many  of  the 
hindrances  that  now  tend  to  retard  the  work  of  the  country  schools. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  between  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year's.  The  work  of  the  institute  was  fully  up  to 
requirements.  The  following  were  the  instructors:  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess, 
of  Antiock  College,  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio;  Dr.  0.  L.  Warren,  of  El- 
mira,  X.  Y. ;  Supt.  W.  E.  Wenner,  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio;  Hon.  Samuel 
B.  Bayle,  ex-Superintendent  of  Eric  Co.,  Pa.;  and  Prof.  Thomas  L. 
Gibson,  Baltimore,  Md.  The  evenings  were  taken  up  by  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess,  on  the  "Humanity  of  Lincoln,"  Singers  and  Players  Club,  Judge 
Willis  Brown,  and  Schildkret's  Hungarian  Orchestra.  Local  talent 
assisted  materially  to  make  the  Institute  a  success,  Miss  Clara 
Kearick,  a  teacher  in  the  Wickboro  schools  giving  a  talk  on  primary 
work,  and  Mrs.  Bell,  of  Yatesboro  schools  giving  an  explanation  of 
the  Word  method  in  reading.  Local  institutes  were  held  generally 
throughout  the  county,  many  teachers  taking  an  active  part,  those 
from  without  our  jurisdiction  who  aided  in  these  meetings  included 
Prin.  J.  M.  Berkey,  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Supt.  Allison,  Wilkinsburg,  and 
Supt.  Goodwin,  Kittanning,  Pa. 

Preparation  for  high  school,  as  shown  by  our  recent  examination, 
is  becoming  slowly  but  gradually  better.  Out  of  the  142  applicants 
50  passed  an  average  of  70  per  cent.  This  is  an  advance  over  last 
year.  Our  principals  report  that  all  pupils  admitted  to  their  high 
schools  under  our  adopted  plan  have  done  good  work  and  are  fully  up 
to  the  standard.     This  is  encouraging. 

We  believe  teachers  should  take  an  active  and  growing  interest  in 
teachers'  meetings  of  all  kinds,  and  to  this  end  we  have  appointed 
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one  teacher  in  each  district  to  canvass  the  teachers  in  his  district 
looking  to  their  attendance  at  the  meeting  of  State  Educational 
Association  at  Erie,  June  29-30,  and  July  1,  1910. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  kindly  consideration  shown  us  by 
friends,  and  especially  by  the  State  Department  in  our  efforts  during 
the  past  year  to  place  our  educational  interests  on  a  still  higher  plane. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— David  C.  Locke. 


It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  a  healthy  condition  of  affairs  in  our 
schools  in  Beaver  County.  We  have  had  no  unusual  changes,  start- 
ling surprises,  or  sudden  innovations  during  the  past  school  year, 
but  the  general  progress  of  our  schools  has  been  sure  and  steady. 

We  have  done  our  best  to  advance  the  efficiency  and  guard  the  in- 
terests of  our  schools,  and  if  we  have  failed  in  any  particular,  it  has 
not  been  through  lack  of  effort.  Each  year  brings  with  it  new  duties 
to  perform,  greater  responsibilities  to  be  borne,  and  additional 
difficulties  to  be  overcome.  It  is  not  possible  for  us  to  see  the  end 
from  the  beginning,  but,  by  moving  cautiously  and  prudently,  we 
have  persistently  endeavored  to  avoid  the  unpleasantness  of  thought- 
less action. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  earnestly  striven  to  increase  the 
standard  of  proficiency  among  our  teachers.  With  this  idea  in  view 
whenever  we  found  unsatisfactory  teaching,  during  our  first  visita- 
tion, we  suggested  changes,  and  offered  such  advice  as  we  thought 
would  meet  the  conditions,  and  as  soon  after  as  practical  made  a 
revisit  and  noted  carefully  any  improvement  which  had  been  made. 
We  have  found  but  few  instances  of  unworthy  effort  on  the  part  of 
any  of  our  teachers  and  these  we  have  summarily  dropped  from  our 
list.  Almost  all  ineffective  teaching  has  resulted  from  lack  of  judg- 
ment, energy,  or  tact. 

During  the  past  four  years  a  school  for  teachers  within  the  county 
has  been  conducted  at  Geneva  College.  Last  year  at  our  suggestion 
the  College  authorities  took  this  school  under  their  direct  manage- 
ment, making  it  a  part  of  their  college  work.  In  the  Spring  term  a 
normal  course  was  offered  and  during  the  summer  a  School  of  Practice 
was  added.  Many  of  our  best  teachers  have  responded  willingly  and 
earnestly  in  attendance  at  this  Summer  School,  have  provided  them- 
selves with  books  on  pedagogy  and  courses  of  study,  are  seeking  the 
best  helps  and  are  making  themselves  familiar  with  the  best  methods 
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of  school  management.  The  practical  results  of  this  school  are 
readily  seen  in  the  increased  efficiency  of  the  teaching  force  of  the 
whole  county.  During  this  year  sixteen  teachers  passed  creditable 
examinations  and  received  permanent  certificates,  and  twenty-seven 
others  secured  professional  certificates.  In  all,  one  hundred  four 
teachers  were  in  attendance  last  year  in  these  schools.  Prof.  J. 
Brad.  Craig  of  the  Beaver  Schools  conducted  a  six  weeks  term  at 
Hookstown  on  the  south  side  of  the  county  during  the  summer  where 
he  enrolled  forty  students,  meeting  with  much  success. 

The  beneficial  effect  of  these  schools  was  not  confined  entirely  to 
our  professional  teachers  as  the  grade  of  the  provisional  certificates 
was  greatly  improved. 

The  fifty-first  annual  county  institute  was  held  December  27  to  31 
and  was  unanimously  pronounced  one  of  +he  best  the  county  has 
ever  had.  We  had  as  instructors  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  of  Columbus 
University,  O. ;  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  of  Lima  College,  O. ;  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordi- 
nier,  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Normal,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Oden  C.  Gortner, 
of  the  Mansfield  Normal,  Pa.;  and  Dr.  W.  Henry  George,  Pres.  of 
Geneva  College,  this  County. 

This  corps  of  instructors,  by  the  diversi  ty  of  their  thought  proved  a 
strong  combination  in  institute  work.  Dr.  Miller's  instruction  in 
History  was  of  unusual  merit  and  delighted  his  audiences  by  his 
literature  lectures.  Dr.  Lowden  in  his  recital  of  his  experiences  in 
the  school  rooms  of  Germany,  especially  pleased  his  hearers.  Dr. 
Gordinier  in  his  work  in  pedagogy  won  much  praise  from  our  teachers 
and  proved  himself  capable  of  holding  his  audience  attentive  under 
any  circumstance.  Dr.  Gortner  established  an  enviable  reputation 
as  an  adviser  and  instructor  to  both  teachers  and  directors.  Dr.  W. 
Henry  George  made  a  strong  appeal  to  the  teachers  for  higher  and 
better  standards  of  education  in  our  schools. 

The  music  was  directed  by  Prof.  Kobt.  J.  McDowell,  of  Pittsburg, 
Pa.  Prof.  McDowell  from  his  experience  as  leader  of  the  Princeton 
University  Glee  Club  and  afterwards  as  a  noted  voice  teacher  and  lead- 
er of  church  choirs,  proved  himself  a  most  capable  leader  and  was 
conceded  to  be  the  best  institute  leader  that  has  ever  appeared  before 
a  Beaver  County  institute  for  teachers.  Another  important  feature 
of  the  institute  was  the  pleasing  musical  program  by  a  number  of  the 
best  soloists  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

The  Superintendents'  and  Principles'  Association  of  the  county, 
which  meets  quarterly  during  the  year  held  four  interesting  round 
table  conferences  in  which  practically  all  members  wrere  present. 

A  series  of  three  farmers'  institutes  was  held  the  week  preceeding 
our  county  institute,  which  we  were  not  able  to  attend  on  account  of 
difficulties  suddenly  arising  in  our  preparations  for  the  following 
week. 
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During  the  school  year,  thirty-two  educational  meetings  or  local 
institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county.  These  meetings  were 
the  result  of  a  schedule  arranged  by  a  committee  consisting  of  the 
county  superintendent  and  the  principals  of  the  four  largest  schools 
under  his  supervision.  We  attended  and  assisted  in  all  but  five  of 
these  meetings  and  good  programs  were  rendered  in  every  instance. 

A  record  of  these  meetings  was  kept  and  shows  that  nearly  80  per 
cent,  of  our  teachers  attended  at  least  one  of  these  meetings.  At 
Monaca  Jan.  29,  Darlington,  Feb.  12  and  Ambridge,  Feb.  18  and  19, 
the  largest  meetings  were  held  with  forty-five,  thirty-seven,  and  sixty- 
two  teachers,  respectively  in  attendance.  At  the  evening  sessions  at 
Darlington,  Dr.  Nelson  Wilkie  Collins  of  University  of  Pennsylvania 
gave  a  splendid  lecture  to  the  teachers  on  the  necessity  for  in- 
creased effort  in  the  teaching  of  American  ideals,  and  at  Ambridge 
on  the  evening  of  Feb.  18,  Dr.  W.  Henry  George  of  Geneva  College 
delivered  a  splendid  address  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  that  place. 
The  other  meetings  were  smaller  in  attendance  but  no  less  interesting 
to  those  who  attended.  Reviewing  the  situation  at  this  time  we  feel 
that  much  good  has  been  accomplished  through  these  meetings  and 
while  it  has  been  a  great  task  to  carry  out  such  a  program,  our  burden 
has  been  lightened  by  the  kindly  assistance  of  many  of  our  teachers. 
In  our  first  year  of  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  we  dis- 
covered a  noticeable  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  many  applicants 
in  the  subject  of  Theory  of  Teaching.  We  recommend  for  professional 
reading,  Hamilton's,  "The  Recitation,"  which  most  of  our  teachers 
secured  and  read.  This  past  year  the  study  of  Dinsmore's  "Teaching 
a  District  School"  was  not  only  recommended,  but  made  obligatory 
to  the  teachers  of  rural  schools  as  a  part  of  their  preparation  in  se 
curing  a  teacher's  certificate,  and  at  this  time  we  can  report  but  few 
failures  in  this  respect. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  held  twenty-one  teacher's  examina- 
tions in  which  there  were  three  hundred  thirty-four  applicants  for 
certificates.  Two  hundred  thirty-five  certificates  were  granted  and 
ninety-nine  applicants  were  refused. 

The  matter  of  examinations  for  entrance  to  High  School  was  taken 
up  at  one  of  our  round  table  meetings  and  a  date  was  agreed  upon  by 
all  principals  of  high  schools  when  applicants  should  present  them- 
selves for  such  examinations.  At  Darlington  where  the  term  was 
but  eight  months  we  had  the  examination  one  month  earlier  and 
passed  nineteen  to  the  high  school  of  that  place.  Previous  to  the 
examination  and  near  the  close  of  the  rural  schools  we  prepared  a 
test  which  was  sent  to  every  teacher  in  the  county  and  given  to  pupils 
completing  the  common  school  work.  Those  who  passed  successfully 
were  recommended  to  the  "nearest  and  most  convenient"  high  school 
for  entrance  examination  and  these  successful  applicants  have  re- 
ceived "certificates  of  admission  to  high  school." 
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The  Directors'  Association  held  its  yearly  meeting  the  first  Sat- 
urday in  November  and  nearly  one  hundred  twenty  directors  were 
present.  Sessions  were  held  in  both  forenoon  and  afternoon  and  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Prof.  Frank  Wright  of  Uniontown  High  School, 
Prof.  W.  E.  Wenner  of  the  Ashtabula  Schools  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio, 
and  by  the  County  Superintendent.  Numerous  questions  relating  to 
the  management  of  schools  were  taken  up  and  discussed  during  the 
period  ocupied  by  the  "Question  Box."  Meeting  adjourned  to  meet 
last  Saturday  of  October,  1910. 

The  modern  brick  building  in  Ambridge  under  process  of  com- 
pletion when  our  last  report  was  written  was  dedicated  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies  on  October  8,  1909.  The  modern  fire  proof  building 
projected  last  year  in  the  new  borough  of  Woodlawn  is  nearing  comple- 
tion, and  when  ready  for  occupancy,  which  will  be  about  September 
1st,  1910,  will  be  the  finest  school  building  in  the  county.  It  is  a  ten 
room  building  of  pressed  brick  and  terra  cotta,  absolutely  fire  proof 
throughout,  modern  in  every  detail  with  an  auditorium  capable  of 
seating  six  hundred  persons,  and  when  completed  will  cost  about  $60,- 
000.  The  tremendous  growth  of  this  place  has  made  it  necessary  to 
erect  a  school  building  of  eight  rooms,  modern  in  all  respects  and 
costing  about  $30,000.  This  work  is  now  well  under  way.  At  Ali- 
quippa  Borough,  which  immediately  joins  Woodlawn  on  the  north, 
the  contract  has  been  let  for  a  twelve  room  building  of  brick  and 
stone,  and  when  completed  will  rival  the  first  Woodlawn  building  in 
its  appointments.  The  expected  cost  of  this  building  is  about  $50,000. 
In  the  borough  of  College  Hill  a  wing  of  two  rooms  was  added  to  their 
building  and  seated  with  modern  seats.  A  one  roomed  frame  school 
was  erected  in  South  Beaver  township  and  much  improvement  has 
been  made  in  many  of  the  rural  schools — bells  have  been  added,  new 
and  modern  seats  have  taken  the  place  of  old  and  antiquated  ones, 
buildings  have  been  painted  and  several  of  our  townships  have  drilled 
water  wells  at  each  of  their  schools. 

Salaries  have  been  increased  in  all  of  our  progressive  borough 
schools  and  many  of  our  townships  will  offer  better  salaries  this  com- 
ing year. 

Our  larger  schools  are  adopting  schedules  for  increasing  teachers 
salaries.  These  invariably  depend  upon  scholarship,  service  and 
general  efficiency  in  the  school  room;  and  are  producing  a  marked 
effect  toward  better  teaching. 

I  heartily  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  press  of 
the  county,  the  directors,  principals,  teachers  and  friends  of  educa- 

ion,  for  their  many  courtesies,  their  cooperation  and  for  the  efficient 

ervice  which  they  have  rendered  to  the  cause  of  education. 
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BEDFOKD  COUNTY— V.  E.  P.  Barkman. 


It  affords  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  submit  a  brief  of  the  progress 
of  education  in  Bedford  county  for  the  school  year  ending  June, 
1910. 

No  progress  in  education  can  be  made  unless  you  increase  the 
efficiency  of  your  teachers.  It  has  been  wisely  said  that  a  stream  can- 
not rise  higher  than  its  source  or  if  you  wish  to  purify  the  stream 
you  must  begin  at  its  fountain-head.  The  fountains  of  knowledge  are 
the  teachers  of  the  county.  They  make  or  break  the  school.  The 
greatest  supplement  to  good  books  is  a  good  teacher  No  matter  how 
well  the  book  is  planned  or  how  skillful  the  author,  the  book  is  almost 
valueless  without  a  tactful  and  talented  teacher  behind  it.  Some  say 
that  good  teachers  are  born  not  made,  a  fact  which  will  not 
be  disputed,  but  no  one  will  try  to  dispute  that  scholarship,  is  a 
matter  of  acquisition  only.  We  are  born  ignoramuses  or  knownoth- 
ings  but  if  we  utilize  our  opportunities  by  the  time  we  reach  a  ripe 
old  age,  or  "three  score  and  ten  years",  we  shall  have  attained  to  the 
greatest  product  devised  by  the  infinite  Genius,  and  by  some  eminent 
philosophers  thought  to  be  the  supreme  and  final  step  of  Him  who 
rules  the  world. 

We  examine  every  year  between  two  and  three  hundred  teachers. 
These  get  their  education  in  what  are  termed  County  Local  Normal 
schools.  Heretofore,  these  schools  have  been  taught  by  any  one 
possessing  provisional,  professional,  permanent  or  State  Normal 
certificates.  This  did  not  give  the  teachers  the  advantage  they  should 
have  had,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  were  as  good  as  some  wanted. 
These  Local  or  County  Normal  Schools  have  been  raised  to  a  higher 
plane.  They  have  at  least  two  teachers  well  qualified,  college,  state 
normal  or  academy  graduates,  and  continue  ten  weeks  at  least.  They 
are  ready  to  teach  all  the  advanced  or  High  School  branches  and  a 
few  teachers  are  preparing  themselves  through  these  normals  for 
college  entrance.  By  this  advancement  we  are  proud  to  say  that 
one  third  of  our  provisional  and  professional  certificate  teachers 
are  partially  skilled  in  Khetoric,  Geometry,  Agriculture,  Latin,  and 
advanced  History.  If  this  course  or  a  similar  one  be  kept  in  tact  our 
whole  teaching  force  will  in  a  few  years  be  doubly  efficient  and  conse- 
quently doubly  confident  for  confidence  is  measured  by  efficiency. 

Two  years  ago  Everett  borough  took  an  advanced  step  by  electing 
three  High  School  teachers  and  expanding  their  course  of  study  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  a  first  class  High  School.  Bedford  borough 
made  the  same  move  last  year.     It  is  hoped  that  Hyndman  and  Sax- 
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ton  boroughs  will  follow  tkis  advanced  pace  by  advancing  to  Second 
Class  High  Schools  instead  of  Third  Class  as  at  present.  Sentiment 
is  crystallizing  for  this  now. 

More  than  twice  as  many  students  tried  and  passed  the  County 
Courses  of  study  in  March,  1910,  as  passed  in  March,  1909,  and  with 
marked  progress  in  every  detail.  The  penmanship  was  superior, 
composition  better,  spelling  improved,  marked  advancement  in  neat- 
ness, capitalization,  punctuation  and  other  details.  This  shows  that 
our  rural  school  teachers  are  more  active  and  careful  than  formerly. 

In  the  matter  of  wages,  we  may  add  that  the  sentiment  is  growing 
to  pay  better  salaries  to  the  successful  teacher.  This  results  in  the 
retention  of  all  the  efficient  teachers  and  the  crowding  out  of  the  in- 
efficient. These  little  points  of  light  mark  the  progress  we  are  making 
in  education  in  the  countv. 


BERKS  COUNTY— Eli  M.  Rapp. 


During  the  past  year,  Boyertown  erected  an  eight-roomed  brick 
building  with  all  modern  appliances  and  conveniences. 

The  building  is  a  credit  to  the  town  and  is  called  the  Lincoln,  to 
distinguish  it  from  the  Washington,  another  eight-roomed  structure. 
The  cost  including  the  site,  heating  and  ventilating  systems  and  fur- 
nishings was  nearly  $25,000. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  INCREASING  THE  EFFICIENCY  OF  THE 

RURAL  SCHOOLS. 

1.     More  adequate  supervision. 

a — State  Supervision. 

Rural  schools  need  state  supervision  as  much  as  the  high  schools 
of  our  state.  The  rural  school  problem  must  be  solved  mainly  by 
those  actually  engaged  in  that  phase  of  educational  work  and  that 
eventually  means  the  freeing  of  our  school  system  from  a  mechanism 
whereby  the  educational  unit  above  dominates  the  unit  below.  Too 
long  our  educational  pyramid  has  been  standing  on  its  apex — it 
should  stand  on  its  base — the  common  school.  There  should  be  at 
least  several  inspectors  or  supervisors  of  country  schools  connected 
with  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  who  devote  all  their  time 
in  co-operating  with  the  county  superintendents,  school  directors  and 
teachers  to  bring  as  many  of  the  rural  schools  as  possible  up  to  a 
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certain  standard.  These  inspectors  should  be  field  men  and  spend 
as  much  time  in  each  county  as  is  necessary  under  the  direction  of 
the  county  superintendent.  Schools  measuring  up  to  a  certain 
standard  would  be  "accredited'"  or  granted  a  diploma  as  a  testi- 
monial of  the  fact.  Their  shortcomings  could  be  pointed  out  to  the 
school  directors  at  their  convention  or  at  the  county  or  local  insti- 
tutes. As  soon  as  the  deficiencies  were  made  good  a  certificate  could 
be  issued  on  recommendation  of  the  county  superintendent. 

A  detailed  record  of  each  school  inspected  would  be  kept.  Photo- 
graphs of  things  of  interest  would  be  taken.  Each  month  a  list  of 
"standarized"  rural  schools  in  each  county  could  be  published  in  the 
School  Journal  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  a  report  could  be  issued 
showing  what  has  been  accomplished  by  teachers  and  county  superin- 
tendents in  bringing  about  better  school  conditions  for  the  country 
children.  Many  of  the  states  of  the  midle  west  and  north-west  have 
such  supervision — why  not  Pennsylvania. 

b. — County  and  Township  Supervision. 

In  the  states  which  have  the  best  system  of  county  supervision, 
marked  improvements  have  been  made,  but  even  here  it  is  conceded 
that  the  county  unit  is  too  large  in  most  cases,  for  close,  adequate  su- 
pervision. It  is  supreme  folly  for  one  to  supervise  from  400  to  800 
schools  as  is  frequently  the  case  in  this  state.  The  township  unit,  it 
is  quite  generally  conceded,  is  too  small  for  a  state  wide  system  of 
adequate  supervision.  The  growing  tendency  in  many  states  is  to- 
ward a  system  of  rural  school  supervision  involving  both  of  these 
principles — the  one  expressed  in  a  mandatory  county  superintend- 
ency,  making  the  county  the  unit  of  school  administration;  and  the 
other  principle  expressed  in  mandatory  group-township  districts 
with  a  supervisor  whose  chief  function  is  to  be  a  supervisor.  One  su- 
pervisor to  not  more  than  100  schools.  This  scheme  so  feasible  is 
ardently  advocated  by  State  Commissioner  Zeller  of  Ohio.  He  says 
•'This  scheme  embodies  both  principles — the  federating,  systematizing 
and  unifying  principle;  expressed  in  the  county  superintendent, 
and  the  close  adequate  supervision  principle,  expressed  in  a  group — 
township  district  supervisor". 

2.  The  introduction  of  specially  adapted  courses  for  rural  teachers 
in  the  State  normal  schools. 

The  state  normals  are  mature,  well  organized  and  expensive  public 
agencies  which  were  purposely  instituted  to  solve  the  problem  of 
providing  trained  teachers  for  the  public  schools.  The  rural  teacher 
is  the  largest  factor  in  the  country  school  problem  and  the  adequate 
preparation  of  him  must  be  secured  through  the  state  normal  schools, 
else  these  schools  admit  failure  in  a  conspicuous  proportion  of  the 
only  task  they  have  been  given  and  that  tbey  are  paid  to  do.  How 
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can  there  be  a  redirection  of  education  in  the  rural  schools  or  an  ad- 
justment of  the  school  to  the  industrial  life  of  a  community  if  teach- 
ers are  not  properly  trained.  They  should  move  forward  vigorously 
to  something  that  they  have  not  done  before  and  square  the  account 
of  neglect  in  the  preparation  of  teachers  for  the  rural  school  and 
when  they  so  use  current  public  appropriations  for  teacher  training 
that  an  honest  proportion  of  it  fructifies  to  the  benefit  of  country 
children,  the  present  not  too  creditable  condition  will  have  been 
recognized  and  will  be  in  process  of  being  remedied. 

It  was  well  to  amplify  the  normal  course  but  to  do  more  good  to 
the  country  school  there  must  be  redirection  of  part  of  the  normal 
school  activities,  to  the  service  of  the  ungraded  rural  school.  The 
attitude  of  the  young  people  who  go  out  to  teach  will  reflect  pretty 
closely  the  institutional  tone  to  which  they  have  been  exposed  during 
their  training,  and  if  that  tone  leads  away  from  the  rural  schools  (and 
it  does  so  lead  as  a  rule,  in  the  state  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania) 
these  young  people  will  go  to  the  rural  school  with  reluctance  and 
will  leave  it  at  the  first  opportunity. 

Each  normal  should  have  a  rural  school  department  directed  by 
one  ranking  officially  with  the  other  heads  of  departments  and  thus 
concentrate  the  administration  and  promotion  of  rural  school  in- 
terests. Ungraded  school  conditions  should  be  kept  in  mind  in  dis- 
cussing methods  of  classification  and  instruction.  There  should  be 
organized  a  seminar  for  the  study  of  rural  social  conditions;  there 
should  be  research  reports  and  debates  dealing  with  historical  and 
current  rural  progress  and  also  a  brief  formal  study  of  rural  soci- 
ology. 

There  should  be  a  conveniently  located  rural  school  affiliated  with 
and  controlled  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  a  laboratory  for  the  obser- 
vation and  development  of  expert  rural  teaching.  These  would  be 
initial  steps  in  the  inevitable  progress  in  the  preparation  of  teachers 
for  rural  elementary  schools  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  the  times. 
No  normal  should  be  worthy  of  the  name  that  does  not  have  a  sane 
and  rational  course  in  manual  training,  domestic  science,  horticulture 
and  agriculture.  Through  these  industrial'  subjects  prospective 
teachers  would  be  empowered  to  interpret  the  natural  and  industrial 
environment  of  the  rural  school.  Through  these  industrial  subjects 
the  teacher  will  have  also  an  opportunity  for  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  his  mathematics,  language,  geography  and  other  subjects,  so 
instead  of  their  being  dry  and  tiresome,  they  will  be  alive  and  real  and 
this  will  give  the  child  the  key  to  success  in  any  subject,  viz:  vital  in- 
terest. The  social  and  industrial  revitalization  of  country  life  in  this 
generation  is  one  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  of  the  times.  In  solving  the 
problem  we  solve  one  of  the  most  fundamental  problems  of  the  cen- 
tury— the  problem  of  checking  the  movement  of  population  from  the 
country  to  the  city  and  removing  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  high 
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cost  of  living.  It  is  at  present  the  priceless  privilege  of  the  rural 
school  to  interpret  to  rural  communities,  and  specially  to  the  rising 
generation  of  farmers,  the  proud  inheritance  of  the  years,  an  inherit- 
ance which  makes  possible  to  farmers  the  realization  of  two  domin- 
ant ideals  of  the  twentieth  century,  the  conscious  dignity  of  skilled 
labor  and  a  passion  for  self-improvement. 

3.  A  reorganization  of  country  schools  through  consolidation 
and  centralization  where  practical. 

There  should  be  legislation  making  it  mandatory  to  close  all  schools 
having  an  average  of  less  than  twelve  and  making  it  permissive  with 
local  boards  to  close  schools  where  the  attendance  is  less  than  fifteen. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  consolidation  remedy  cannot  be  univer- 
sally applied,  because  physical  and  social  conditions  often  forbid,  but 
it  can  be  applied  on  a  grand  scale  with  the  largest  promise  of  success. 

Modern  conditions  have  decreed  that  the  little  red  school  house  in 
many  localities  shall  live  in  blessed  memory,  and  that  gradually  the 
consolidated  rural  school  shall  take  its  place,  and  shall  gradually 
combine  the  general  and  rural  vocational  subjects  into  a  broader, 
richer  and  more  useful  course  of  study. 

4.  Mandatory  legislation  requiring  agriculture  to  be  taught  in 
all  township  high  schools. 

The  township  high  school  is  just  as  essential  to  a  complete  scheme 
of  education  for  the  country  as  the  city  high  school  is  to  a  complete 
scheme  of  education  for  the  city.  This  school  should  become  the 
centre  of  great  agricultural  possibilities.  At  last  agriculture  is  com- 
ing into  its  own  and  this  subject  should  have  a  place  in  every  township 
high  school.  Not  because  it  is  expedient  from  the  community  stand- 
point; not  because  agriculture  employs  the  time  and  absorbs  the 
lives  of  a  third  of  our  people  and  feeds  us  all;  not  because  the  future 
and  development  of  every  people  is  limited  by  the  production  of  the 
soil  it  occupies  but  because,  after  all  the  subject-matter  of  agricul- 
ture, its  method  and  its  outlook,  are  exceptionally  valuable  in  their 
influence  upon  the  individual,  educationally.  The  subject  is  as  inter- 
esting and  as  teachable  as  it  is  important. 

President  Garfield  said:  "At  the  head  of  all  sciences  and  arts,  at 
the  head  of  civilization  and  progress,  stands — not  militarism,  the 
science  that  kills,  not  commerce,  the  art  that  accumulates  wealth — but 
agriculture,  the  mother  of  all  industry,  and  maintainer  of  human  life." 

The  open  door  to  the  farm  must  be  the  township  high  school.  There 
is  too  big  a  gap  between  the  science  of  the  Agricultural  College  and 
the  actual  demonstrations  on  the  farm.  The  township  high  school 
with  an  agricultural  expert  would  close  the  gap.  Under  present 
conditions  it  is  folly  to  introduce  agriculture  into  these  schools  for 
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the  simple  reason  that  the  teachers  are  not  trained  to  teach  it  and 
in  many  instances  the  students  know  more  about  the  subject  than  the 
teachers. 

Pennsylvania  has  done  and  is  doing  much  especially  for  her  Uni- 
versity, State  College  and  Normal  Schools  but  she  is  parsimonious  to 
her  township  and  borough  high  schools.  The  common  schools  as  a 
whole  are  receiving  less  and  less  state  appropriation  every  year. 
The  country  school  especially  has  never  yet  received  a  square  deal 
educationally.  Pennsylvania  can  well  afford  to  train  and  place 
special  teachers  in  agriculture  in  the  township  high  schools — at 
least  one  teacher  to  not  more  than  three  or  live  schools — the  number 
depending  upon  location. 

This  teacher  should  be  employed  for  twelve  months  and  live  with 
the  pupils  and  farmers  in  the  respective  communities.  What  an  aid 
to  the  farmer  would  be  this  ambassador  of  the  state! 

Working  throughout  the  entire  year  in  the  schools  and  upon  the 
farms  the  farmer  would  feel  he  was  getting  something  for  his  money 
though  it  took  four  figures  to  name  his  salary. 

The  problem  of  fertilization,  the  problem  of  the  different  types  of 
soil  and  crops  adapted  to  each  type,  the  problem  of  crop  rotation,  of 
stock  judging,  of  protecting  crops  and  fruits  against  the  ravages 
of  insects  which  destroy  millions  every  season,  the  forest  problem, 
these  are  a  few  of  the  many  things  that  an  agricultural  expert  in  the 
township  high  school  could  materially  aid  in  solving. 

He  could  also  conduct  short  courses  in  agriculture  for  the  benefit 
ef  the  farmers  of  the  community.  The  high  school  could  be  made  the 
depository  and  distributing  centre  for  everything  of  value  published 
by  the  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment  stations  and  through  the 
agricultural  teacher  awaken  an  interest  in  the  value  of  these  reports 
and  bulletins. 

Why  not  such  a  teacher  too  of  the  best  moral,  intellectual  and 
social  standing,  as  well  as  having  technical  knowledge? 

What  a  power  in  farm  pride  he  would  impart !  What  a  boon  to  the 
boys  constituting  the  Boys'  Agricultural  Club! 

Education  for  country  life  needs  heroic  treatment.  Its  solution 
is  organization,  expert  leadership  and  wise  legislation. 


BLAIK  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


I  am  an  optimist  and  believe  that  our  schools  have  closed  the  most 

successful  term  in  their  history.     My  belief  is  based  upon  these  facts: 

1.    A  larger  number  of  well  prepared  teachers  than  former  years. 
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2.  More  improvement  made  to  school  property  than  former  years. 

3.  More  money  raised  by  local  taxation  for  the  support  of  the 
schools  than  former  years. 

4.  Public  sentiment  aroused  in  favor  of  good  schools  more  than 
any  other  previous  year. 

5.  School  Directors  taking  more  interest  in  the  work.  We  are 
certainly  gaining  and  the  schools  are  getting  better  but  so  slow  that 
we  must  sit  down  and  figure  up  both  the  debits  and  credits  before  we 
can  find  upon  which  side  of  the  ledger  the  balance  stands.  "Anxious- 
ly we  hope  and  fervently  we  pray"  that  the  new  code  will  greatly 
benefit  our  schools. 

One  of  the  most  noticeable  things  in  our  teaching  force  is  that  we 
have  a  larger  percentage  who  have  attended  Normal  Schools  than 
formerly.  Also  a  larger  number  of  our  young  people  who  expect  to 
be  teachers  are  attending  Normal  Schools.  Our  teachers  were  more  in 
evidence  at  local  institutes  and  more  generally  have  read  and  studied 
the  County  course  of  reading  than  former  years. 

In  the  matter  of  improvement  to  school  property  the  new  buildings 
show  that  directors  have  consulted  architects,  built  them  modern, 
sanitary,  convenient  and  beautified  them  both  within  and  without. 
Some  of  the  Township  school  buildings  built  during  the  year  (Logan 
Township  and  Blair  Township)  will  compare  favorably  with  build- 
ings erected  anywhere.  One  of  the  Township  High  School  Buildings 
(Taylor)  is  all  that  could  be  desired  in  a  Township  High  School 
Building. 

Many  of  the  districts  have  increased  their  millage  in  order  to  im- 
prove their  school  property,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  very  few  in- 
creased the  pay  of  their  teachers,  many  taking  the  view  that  they 
should  pay  only  the  minimum  allowed  by  the  State. 

The  attendance  at  County  and  Local  Educational  meetings  by  the 
public  in  general  shows  that  public  sentiment  has  been  aroused  to 
the  needs  of  our  schools,  but  while  much  has  been  done  along  these 
lines  much  more  remains  to  be  done. 

Here  is  the  place  for  the  County  Superintendent,  Directors,  Teach- 
ers and  all  interested  in  our  public  schools  to  do  their  most  effect- 
ive work,  arouse  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  good  schools,  do  it  by 
educational  meetings,  through  the  press,  by  educational  exhibits, 
by  competitive  tests  of  various  kinds,  by  beautified  school  property, 
by  many  and  various  means  let  us  try  to  arouse  public  sentiment  in 
favor  of  good  schools. 

School  Directors  appear  to  be  anxious  for  the  improvement  of  their 
schools.  I  have  seen  them  work  hard  for  half  a  day  in  order  to 
elect  teachers  for  a  few  schools  and  they  were  honestly  striving  to 
secure  only  the  best  teachers.  No  other  motive  appeared  to  influence 
them.  If  they  would  only  consent  to  spend  more  money,  they  could 
2—6—1910 
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secure  the  good  teachers  with  less  than  half  the  trouble,  but  then 
in  many  cases,  they  fear  to  increase  the  taxation.  Would  it  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  State  to  make  the. assessments,  collect  the  taxes 
and  pay  the  bills? 

In  reality,  we  have  bettered  our  condition  in  Blair  County.  In 
spirit  the  progress  has  seemed  to  be  slow,  in  hope  for  the  future  of 
our  schools  we  are  strong,  our  thanks  are  given  to  all  who  have  as- 
sisted in  the  betterment  of  our  schools. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— H.  S.  Putnam. 


Considering  the  work  of  the  past  year  in  chronological  order,  dur- 
ing the  whole  summer  the  time  of  the  Superintendent  was  largely 
given  to  examination  of  teachers.  All  holders  of  professional  cer- 
tificates were  candidates  for  renewals  and  were  given  regular  ex- 
amination work,  professional  in  character,  based  on  the  course  of 
reading  adopted  by  the  teachers  of  the  county.  Measured  from  the 
standpoint  of  interest  and  intelligence  along  these  lines,  consider- 
able progress  in  the  teaching  force  is  noticeable.  While  in  some 
cases  teachers  of  considerable  professional  ability  seemed  unable  to 
express  their  ideas  in  good  English  sentences,  yet  on  the  whole  most 
excellent  work  was  done  by  the  candidates  for  renewal  and  also  by 
those  who  were  anxious  to  increase  their  qualifications  and  be  rated 
in  the  $50  class,  as  regulated  by  the  act  of  1907.  Candidates  are 
first  required  to  obtain  a  provisional  certificate  and  those  who  have 
an  average  of  90  per  cent,  in  all  subjects  and  no  marks  below  80  are 
given  an  additional  examination  in  professional  work  and  thus  be- 
come candidates  for  professional  certificates.  We  find  it  difficult  to 
maintain  a  high  standard  of  qualification  in  the  common  branches, 
which  seems  to  us  to  be  fundamental  to  good  work  without  a  great 
deal  of  examination  work.  The  regular  examinations  begin  early  in 
April  or  May  and  candidates  who  fail  to  pass  are  required  to  review  the 
subjects  in  which  they  failed,  for  a  period  of  at  least  4  weeks  before 
they  are  permitted  to  take  another  examination.  While  to  some  peo- 
ple this  seems  unnecessary  work,  yet  we  find  that  licensing  on  low 
grades  lowers  the  standard  of  qualification  and  permits  the  directors 
to  employ  poorly  qualified  teachers.  In  these  days  when  so  much  is 
said  about  non-essentials  in  the  different  branches  I  fear  that  we  need 
more  of  the  old  fashioned  drills  to  keep  the  common  branches  from 
becoming  obsolete  in  our  school  curriculum.  Old  fashioned  parsing, 
analysis  and  diagraming,  thorough  drills  in  mathematical  geography, 
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solving  of  hard  problems,  and  deriving  of  rules  in  arithmetic,  produce 
a  sturdy  lot  of  students,  which  cannot  be  obtained  by  excluding  all 
the  hard  things  and  devoting  the  time  to  the  things  that  are  easiest 
in  the  various  subjects. 

It  would  be  much  easier  for  the  superintendent  to  make  the  work 
of  the  examination  short  and  easy.  He  would  have  more  time  to 
take  trips  during  the  summer  vacation;  to  attend  Chautauquas  and 
summer  schools  at  State  College,  but  we  have  not  yet  arrived  at  that 
point  where  we  feel  that  the  schools  can  afford  to  have  this  done. 
Many  of  the  districts  do  not  elect  teachers  much  before  the  time  for 
the  schools  to  open  and  there  are  many  changes  even  up  to  the  time 
for  schools  to  begin,  hence  our  directors  cannot  report  their  list  of 
teachers  accurately  until  the  schools  open.  This  makes  it  necessary 
for  the  Superintendent  to  devote  most  of  the  month  of  September, 
when  he  would  like  to  be  visiting  schools,  to  attending  to  the  duties 
imposed  in  approving  the  affidavits  made  under  the  teachers  minimum 
salary  act.  It  is  not  a  small  thing  for  a  superintendent  to  know  that 
these  charges  are  correctly  made.  Teachers  must  have  had  two 
years  experience  in  the  public  schools  of  the  state  and  hold  a  certifi- 
cate of  proficiency  showing  that  they  have  been  successful  in  their 
work,  and  all  before  the  state  can  be  asked  to  pay  extra  salary.  In 
some  cases  married  women,  who  were  formerly  teachers,  are  em- 
ployed, and  under  the  names  given  are  unknown  to  the  superintend- 
ent until  an  investigation  is  made,  when  he  finds  he  can  certify  to 
their  successful  experience.  The  low  salaries  paid  in  our  county  pre- 
vious to  the  act  making  all  salaries  at  least  $35  a  month  enables  our 
districts  under  the  act  of  1907  to  charge  up  a  goodly  sum  to  the  State. 
Many  perplexing  questions  arise  owing  to  the  fact  that  some  schools 
open  in  1906  are  now  closed,  while  on  the  other  hand,  some  schools 
closed  in  1906  are  now  open  and  in  all  cases  school  directors  are 
anxious  to  have  the  State  pay  part  of  these  salaries. 

The  work  of  the  county  superintendent  could  be  much  more  effect- 
ive if  the  state  provided  him  with  the  necessary  clerical  help,  blanks 
for  records,  stationery,  etc.  We  have  built  up  in  Bradford  County 
a  large  office  practice,  which,  if  the  office  could  be  open  all  the  time, 
would  be  increased  to  that  extent  that  the  influence  of  the  superin- 
tendent in  supervision  of  the  schools  would  be  much  more  effective 
than  it  is  at  present.  People  do  not  stop  to  think  that  the  super- 
intendent cannot  be  in  his  office  and  traveling  about  the  county  at 
the  same  time.  If  his  office  were  open  and  some  intelligent  secre- 
tary or  clerk  could  be  there  in  his  absence  his  work  would  be  going 
on  in  both  directions  at  the  same  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  new 
code,  when  it  becomes  enacted  into  law,  should  provide  for  this  need. 
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Our  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Nov. 
8th.  The  day  instructors  were  Deputy  Supt.  Eeed  B.  Teitrick; 
Supt.  James  M.  Couglin,  of  Wilkes-Barre ;  Dr.  Martin  G.  Benedict. 
Principal  of  St.  Jolmsbury  Academy,  St.  Joknsbury,  Vt. ;  Prof.  M. 
E.  Bennett,  Supervisor  of  Writing,  Braddock,  Pa.;  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Stiles,  of  the  To- 
wanda  High  School,  and  Prof.  Jerry  March  of  Girard  College,  Phila. 
Pa. 

The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows: 

Monday — Lecture,  Dr.  Dan  McGurk,  "The  Kid  Movement." 

Tuesday — Lecture,  Dr.  Henry  R  Pose,  "Longfellow  in  Evange- 
line's  Land." 

Wednesday — Musical  Comedy — Walter  Cluxton  &  Co.,  "Her 
American  Husband." 

Thursday — Lecture,  Dr.  W.  Quay  Kosselle,  "Happy  Thoughts  on 
Homely  Themes." 

Friday — Concert  by  the  Commonwealth  Ladies  Orchestra  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Excellent  instruction  was  given  by  the  several  instructors  in  the 
teaching  of  penmanship,  psychology,  geography,  pedagogy,  school 
management,  teachers'  problems,  art  of  teaching,  etc.  A  portion  of 
the  time  was  given  to  work  in  sections. 

Local  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings  were  held  at  ten  different 
points  in  the  county.  The  plan  of  the  previous  year  of  having 
teachers  read  written  reports  of  the  work  they  were  doing  in  their 
schools  was  used  in  the  teachers'  meetings.  The  local  institutes 
were  held  in  the  evenings  at  the  various  places  and  were  largely  at- 
tended. 

The  reports  of  the  teachers  show  most  excellent  attendance  in  all 
the  schools  of  the  county. 

The  Bradford  County  Educational  Association  held  three  success- 
ful meetings.  The  mid- winter  session  held  jointly  with  the  county 
Directors'  Association  at  Towanda  in  February  was  very  largely 
attended  and  the  exhibit  of  school  work  was  the  best  we  have  ever 
had.  Great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  decided  improvement 
shown  in  map  drawing,  penmanship,  essays,  compositions  and  gen- 
eral work  in  English.  The  spelling  contest  was  a  prominent  event  of 
this  meeting.  This  year  a  list  of  1000  words  had  been  sent  to  each 
Teacher  and  these  words  were  studied  in  connection  with  the  other 
work  in  spelling.  Local  contests  were  held  in  the  different  school 
districts  and  the  best  spellers  came  to  Towanda  to  participate  in 
the  final  contest.  150  pupils  participated  in  the  preliminary  con- 
test held  during  this  meeting,  and  19  spelled  every  word  correctly 
qualifying  for  the  final  contest,  and  of  these  19,  five  spelled  correct- 
ly the  second  list  of  100  words.  A  contest  of  the  spelling  down  order 
was  also  held.     The  prizes  for  the  written  contest  were  gold  watches. 
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While  the  participants  in  the  spelling  contest  were  mostly  pupils 
of  the  grades  below  the  high  school,  yet  prizes  were  also  given  to 
high  school  pupils  who  contested,  but  they  were  not  allowed  to  com- 
pete with  the  pupils  in  the  grades. 

Grades.     Written  work. 

First  prize — Miss  Cornelia  Hallstead,  15  years  of  age,  a  pupil  of 
the  Centerville  School  in  Eidgebury  township. 

Second  prize — Clyiner  Overton,  13  years  of  age,  a  pupil  in  the 
eighth  grade  of  the  Towanda  Borough  school. 

Grades.     Oral  Work. 

First  prize — Kay  Coleman,  eighth  grade,  Towanda  Borough. 
Second  prize — Winifred  Loomis,  of  Athens  Borough. 

High   School.     Written   work. 
First  prize  (set  of  books) — Leslie  Card,  Troy  Borough. 

High  School.     Oral  Work. 

First  prize — Lee  Fletcher,  of  Troy  Borough. 
Second  prize— Leland  Parsons,  of  Troy  Borough. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  met  Feb.  24th  and  25th.  In- 
struction at  the  different  sessions  of  the  Association  was  given 
by  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks,  President  of  State  College;  Prof.  C.  L. 
Shinn,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  High  School  Inspector  C. 
D.  Koch,  Emerson  Collins,  Esq.,  and  Supt.  Lose,  of  Williamsport. 
As  has  been  mentioned,  the  meeting  Friday  Feb.  25th  was  a  joint 
session  of  the  directors  and  teachers.  The  Education  Association 
continued  in  session  the  2Gth,  the  afternoon  session  being  held  with 
the  Bradford  County  Historical  Society  at  their  rooms,  making  in 
all  a  three  days'  meeting,  which  was  almost  as  far  reaching  and  as 
beneficial  in  its  effects  as  the  County  Institute.  The  subject  of  vo- 
cational training  with  special  reference  to  the  teaching  of  agriculture 
and  domestic  science  in  the  public  schools,  was  one  of  the  leading 
topics  discussed  at  these  meetings.  Considerable  attention  has  been 
given  during  the  past  year  to  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  our 
public  schools  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  work  during  the  coming 
year  much  more  attention  will  be  given  to  this  subject. 

About  900  certificates  of  Award  were  given  to  pupils  who  were 
neither  tardy  nor  absent  during  the  school  year. 

We  are  greatly  pleased  with  the  efforts  made  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  to  render  more  efficient  the  work  in  the  public 
schools  throughout  the  state.  The  new  teachers'  monthly  report 
books  with  the  blanks  for  term  report  and  classification  of  pupils,  to- 
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gether  with  a  record  of  text  books  and  supplies  and  the  new  course  of 
study  for  the  elementary  schools  of  Pennsylvania  will  do  much  to 
establish  a  uniformity  of  work  and  a  better  understanding  of  what  is 
being  done,  which  cannot  help  but  be  appreciated  and  commended  by 
all  persons  interested  in  our  public  school  system. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— J.  H.  Hoffman. 


We  have  nothing  unusual  to  report  concerning  the  work  done  in 
our  schools  during  the  past  year.  The  teachers  and  directors  have 
performed  their  work  faithfully  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
ability,  and  a  spirit  of  earnestness,  helpfulness  and  good  feeling 
helped  all  to  make  the  strenous  work  as  enjoyable  as  possible.  The 
recommended  course  of  study  prepared  by  the  State  Educational 
Department  is  being  followed  in  our  high  schools,  and  during  the 
coming  year  we  hope  to  systematize  the  grades  as  much  as  practicable. 

The  year  was  a  busy  one  as  far  as  institutes,  educational  meet- 
ings and  commencements  are  concerned.  Our  people  take  a  delight- 
ful interest  in  such  events.  The  best  talent  available,  consistent 
with  a  reasonable  expense,  is  secured  for  these  occasions. 

Our  annual  county  institute  proved  a  great  educational  and 
financial  success.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr. 
Ira  W.  Howerth,  Dr.  A.  B.  VanOrmer,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  A.  C. 
Bothermel,  and  Mr.  F.  H.  Nibecker.  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson  delight- 
ed our  teachers  with  his  musical  leadership,  and  will  return  to  us 
next  year.  The  evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  Anthony  Fiala, 
Edward  Amherst  Ott,  and  Balph  Parlette.  The  Eberley  Concert  Co. 
and  the  Dunbar  Company  furnished  the  musical  numbers. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  two  very  interesting  meet- 
ings during  the  year.  They  discussed  pertinent  questions.  Supt. 
Eli  M.  Rapp,  of  Berks  County  addressed  the  Spring  meeting. 

Sellersville,  Bichlandtown,  and  Southampton  districts  were  en- 
riched by  the  erection  of  new  up-to-date  school  buildings. 

We  thank  the  Department,  the  Press,  and  the  many  friends  of 
education  for  their  help  and  encouragement  rendered  in  behalf  of 
the  schools. 
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BUTLER  COUNTY— R.  S.  Penfield. 


All  who  are  reasonably  well  acquainted  with  the  school  conditions 
know  that  there  are  both  good  and  bad  schools  under  practically  all 
conceivable  conditions.  The  school  year  covered  by  this  report  has 
been  one  characterized  by  the  co-operation  of  all  the  school  forces  of 
the  county.  While  candor  forces  us  to  the  acknowledgement  of  de- 
ficiencies, still  we  are  glad  that  substantial  progress  has  been  made 
along  many  lines.  Notable  among  the  evidences  of  improvement 
are  the  demands  on  the  part  of  our  people  for  good  schools,  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  our  directors  to  secure  and  maintain  the  best  teach- 
ing talent,  and  a  commendable  ambition  among  the  teachers  to  equip 
themselves  for  successful  work.  The  school,  instead  of  dealing  with 
antiquated  matter,  is  beginning  to  pulsate  with  the  life  of  the  living 
and  throbbing  present.  The  people  are  coming  to  believe  that  the 
teacher  should  be  a  cultured  man  or  woman  and  should  be  paid  a 
living  salary.  Culture  and  character  are  aimed  at  in  school,  rather 
than  mere  facts,  children  are  beginning  to  hold  a  dearer  place  than 
livestock  or  bank  stock  in  the  hearts  of  parents.  The  majority  of  our 
teachers  are  giving  unwavering  support,  each  seeming  to  feel  that  he 
or  she  has  a  personal  responsibility  in  advancing  the  best  interest  of 
our  schools  and  to  this  I  attribute  our  successful  year. 

The  School. 

Under  whatever  system  schools  are  conducted,  unless  the  people 
are  vigilant,  the  schools  will  suffer.  There  must  be  unity  of  purpose 
in  the  minds  of  all  connected  with  our  schools  before  substantial 
progress  can  be  made.  The  school  must  provide  an  abundance  of 
activities  which  shall  utilize  and  make  vital,  through  expression, 
the  matter  presented  for  learning.  The  greatest  lack  of  our  schools 
today  seems  to  me  to  be  that  of  suitable  provisions  for  serious  product- 
ive work  by  the  pupils.  Studying  is  still  too  largely  mere  committing 
to  memory  rather  than  such  an  application  of  the  mind  to  vital  prob- 
lems as  shall  employ  all  the  powers  and  produce  real,  as  distinguish- 
ed from  verbal,  knowledge.  Pupils  in  the  school  do  not  do  enough 
of  real  work.  They  perhaps,  spend  hours  enough,  use  up  nervous 
energy  enough,  get  tired  enough,  but  they  do  not  work  enough. 
Provision  must  be  made  in  the  school  for  a  sufficient  amount  of  in- 
dependent strength-producing  work.  This  means  that  the  school 
must  be  organized  that  each  pupil  may  have  the  opportunity  and  be 
compelled  to  work  alone  and  unaided  upon  problems  that  bring  into 
use  all  his  energies,  and  produce  results  that  appeal  to  him  as  worth 
producing. 
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Eelation  Between  Home  and  School. 

The  relation  between  the  home  and  the  school  offers  perennial 
problems  for  solution.  If  parents  believe  that  the  work  the  children 
are  doing  in  the  schools  is  unwise  they  are  very  sure  to  use  stronger 
adjectives  than  "unwise"  and  to  send  the  children  to  school  with  a 
prejudice  more  or  less  strong  against  the  teachers  and  the  work, 
which  naturally  interferes  with  success. 

In  the  solution  of  these  problems,  we  have  urged  teachers  to  meet 
complaining  parents  with  patience  and  tact,  explaining  to  them  why 
the  work  is  as  it  is,  to  invite  parents  to  visit  the  schools  both  during 
regular  exercises  and  during  special  exercises,  when  work  is  ex- 
hibited for  their  benefit.  Many  difficulties  may  be  obviated  by  pa- 
tient and  continuous  efforts  to  bring  parents  to  school  and  to  let 
them  see  the  attractive  and  educative  employments  in  which  their 
children  are  engaged.  Some  of  our  teachers  have  had  special  days 
each  month  for  the  visitation  of  parents — of  course  not  excluding 
them  at  any  time.  For  these  special  days  invitations  have  been 
sent  out,  carefully  prepared  and  possibly  written  by  the  children, 
even  illustrated  invitations  prepared  by  the  classes  have  been  effect- 
ively  used. 

Sometimes  such  gatherings  have  been  objected  to  on  the  ground 
that  they  interfere  with  the  regular  work  of  the  school,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  best  work  of  the  school  requires  the  sympa- 
thetic support  of  the  home,  and  the  little  time  given  to  these  special 
days  will  be  much  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  increased  inter- 
est and  the  strong  support  of  the  parents.  For  all  possible  conflicts 
between  the  home  and  the  school,  the  surest  remedy  is  mutual  under- 
standing  and   co-operation. 

Eegularity  and  Prompt  Attendance. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  with  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers 
during  the  past  three  years,  we  have  been  able  to  increase  the  regu- 
larity of  attendance  of  the  pupils  of  the  rural  districts  more  than  ten 
per  cent,  there  are  yet  some  districts  where  the  greatest  difficulty  to 
be  met  by  the  teacher  is  the  securing  of  regular  and  prompt  attend- 
ance at  school.  Many  parents  who  concede  the  right  of  the  state  to 
compel  attendance  of  all  children  at  school  for  a  certain  number  of 
months  in  each  year,  seek  to  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to  deter- 
mine when  their  children  may  be  temporarily  absent.  The  conflict 
on  these  grounds  is  inevitable.  The  teachers  realizing  the  importance 
of  regular  attendance  during  the  entire  sessions,  if  the  children  are 
to  progress  regularily,  and  especially  the  delay  and  loss  to  the  class 
as  a  whole  caused  by  irregularity  on  the  part  of  any  of  its  members, 
are  naturally  strenuous  in  their  efforts  to  secure  prompt  and  regular 
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attendance.  Many  parents  who  concede,  in  theory,  the  right  of  the 
state  to  control,  inwardly  and  sometimes  outwardly  rebel  against 
such  control  when  it  comes  close  enough  to  be  felt.  The  parent  often 
avows  his  entire  willingness,  even  anxiety,  that  his  children  shall 
attend  regularly,  but  insists  that  if  he  thinks  best  to  keep  them  out 
for  personal  reasons,  he  is  the  judge  and  he  will  do  so.  The  reasons 
advanced  vary  all  the  way  from  serious  personal  illness  to  social 
functions,  running  errands  for  the  family,  taking  care  of  the  baby, 
bad  weather,  making  or  receiving  visits  and  countless  other  reasons 
too  familiar  to  need  rehearsing.  How  is  the  teacher  to  meet  these 
constantly  occurring  demands?  Is  the  parent's  claim  always  to  be 
conceded?  The  teacher  in  approaching  the  subject  should  always 
bear  in  mind  that  the  claim  of  the  parent  is  prior,  that  all  interfer- 
ence with  it,  for  any  cause,  is  unfortunate  and  is  excusable  only  on 
the  ground  of  public  necessity  and  is  in  all  cases,  at  best,  the  choice 
of  one  of  two  evils. 

No  intelligent  person  would  think  of  placing  a  money  value,  and 
that  alone,  on  education,  but  we  must  deal  with  men  as  they  are, 
many  of  whom  reason  largely  in  dollars  and  cents.  The  teacher 
must  be  able  to  show  that  every  dollar  spent  on  education  in  a  com- 
munity returns  a  hundred  cents  plus  golden  dividends  to  the  com- 
munity, or  else  his  argument  is  lost.  The  task  is  easy.  The  best 
homes,  the  finest  farms,  the  most  improved  stock,  fruits  and  grain 
and  all  that  makes  progress  and  civilization,  are  found  among  the 
most  intelligent,  best  educated  people.  The  great  commercial  na- 
tions of  the  world  are  those  which  spend  most  on  education.  The 
best  investment  of  any  community  is  the  education  of  its  citizens. 
The  teacher  ought  also  to  be  able  to  point  out  to  parents  and  pupils 
the  value  of  an  education  to  the  individual.  Here  too  he  may  speak 
in  terms  they  can  understand.  A  short  time  ago  the  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Labor  gave  out  an  estimate  in  which  he  says  the 
average  wages  of  the  illiterate  person  in  the  United  States  is  less 
than  |300  dollars  per  year.  Assuming  the  earning  period  of  a  man's 
life  to  be  from  the  age  of  twent}^  to  the  age  of  sixty,  or  forty  years, 
what  is  the  worth  in  money  to  his  family  or  to  the  state?  Evidently 
$12,000.  Courts  in  damage  suits  award  according  to  earning  ca- 
pacity. The  average  wages  of  persons  having  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, the  Commissioner  estimates,  is  $400  a  year.  His  worth  in 
money  from  the  time  he  is  twenty  until  he  is  sixty  is,  therefore, 
$16,000.  The  money  value  then  to  the  state  between  the  illiterate 
man  and  the  man  with  common  school  education  is  $4,000.  What 
makes  the  difference?  Eight  year's  schooling,  approximately  fifty- 
six  months.  What  is  it  worth  a  month  for  the  boy  then  to  be  in 
school?  Seventy  dollars  a  month,  three  jand  one-half  dollars  a  day. 
How  often  we  have  known  boys  to  be  kept  at  home  for  weeks  at  a 
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time  to  run  errands,  or  to  do  chores,  when  the  earning  capacity  of 
the  boy  was  not  more  than  fifty  cents  a  day.  If  there  is  a  crime 
greater  than  highway  robbery,  it  is  the  robbing  of  children  and  in- 
nocents. 

Agriculture  in  the  Schools. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  reiterating  in  a  measure  what 
was  said  in  a  former  report  concerning  the  introduction  of  elemen- 
tary agriculture  into  our  rural  schools.  The  teaching  of  this  subject 
to  the  masses  of  our  agricultural  youth  has  recently  been  advocated 
by  the  National  Educational  Association,  the  National  Grange  and 
the  Congress  of  Irrigation.  This  may  fairly  be  taken  as  a  sure  in- 
dication that  public  opinion  is  becoming  crystalized  in  favor  of  using 
the  schools  for  the  dissemination  of  agricultural  knowledge.  Senti- 
ments favorable  to  agriculture  are  no  longer  expressed  by  our  public 
men  simply  as  a  complimenl  to  the  farmer.  It  is  rather  a  new  and 
serious  sense  of  the  real  importance  of  the  farmer  to  the  si  ate  and  a 
fear  of  the  perils  into  which  the  crowding  of  our  population  into 
great  cities  and  the  neglect  to  maintain  the  fertlity  of  our  soil  are 
sure  to  bring  us,  that  are  Leading  thoughtful  men  of  all  classes  to  pay 
earnest  attention  to  the  educational  needs  of  our  rural  population. 
People  in  rural  communities  arc  emphasizing  the  necessity  of  making 
the  rural  school  an  exponent  of  rural  life.  Their  criticism  is  that 
the  influence  of  the  school  is  to  train  the  youth  away  from  the  soil 
rather  than  to  train  them  how  to  make  the  soil  more  productive 
and  life  on  it  more  satisfactory.  "The  tremendous  advantage  of  a 
rational  course  of  work  in  our  country  schools"  says  Dr.  Parker, 
"is  that  it  would  make  a  strong  binding  union  of  the  home  and  the 
school,  the  farm  methods  and  the  school  methods.  It  would  bring  the 
farm  into  the  school  and  project  the  school  into  the  farm." 

In  farm  communities  where  a  majority  of  rural  children  are 
bound  to  remain  all  their  lives  and  to  work  out  their  destiny,  the 
most  vital  interest  is,  undeniably,  in  agriculture.  Give  to  rural 
schools  an  increasing  agricultural  trend  and  we  shall  soon  be  in 
a  fair  way  to  solve  the  rural  school  problem. 

Such  an  innovation  naturally  enough  has  its  opponents.  They 
say  that  the  rural  school  curriculum  is  now  crowded  with  essentials 
as  it  is.  In  a  recent  report  of  the  School  Department,  State  Super- 
intendent Schaeffer  says,  "Subjects  which  have  become  antiquated 
should  no  longer  be  taught.  Arithmetic  and  grammer  have  monopo- 
lized the  biggest  share  of  the  time  in  rural  schools.  How  little  arith- 
metic beyond  the  fundamental  rules  does  the  average  farmer  use! 
Mistakes  in  grammer  and  exercises  in  false  syntax  have  no  bearing 
upon  his  crops.  On  the  other  hand,  the  laws  governing  the  fertility 
of  the  land,  the  growth  of  crops,  the  destruction  of  noxious  insects 
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are  seldom  taught.  The  practical  study  of  nature's  forces  and  na- 
ture's laws  should  receive  more  attention,  especially  in  country 
schools." 

It  remains  for  elementary  agriculture,  so  far  as  rural  schools  are 
concerned,  to  make  the  growing  understanding  of  the  oneness  in 
aim  between  home  and  school. 

Annual  Examinations. 

One  of  the  difficult  problems  of  school  administration  is  that  of  judg- 
ing and  rating  teachers.  Kecording  and  defensible  judgment  is  neces- 
sary at  times  to  determine  whether  they  should  be  licensed  to  teach 
and  retained  in  service.  No  universally  satisfactory  system  of  rating 
teachers  has  been  approximated,  and  so  far  as  I  know,  no  method  has 
been  adopted  which  is  altogether  satisfactory  locally.  This  may  be 
due  partly  to  the  fact  that  those  unfavorably  affected  by  such  judg- 
ments are  not  to  be  expected  to  be  satisfied. 

We  believe  that  in  all  the  estimates  of  teachers,  personality  should 
be  included,  and  by  this  is  meant  that  vague  iudefinite,  spiritual 
quality  which  cannot  be  put  down  in  words,  much  less  indicated  in 
figures  or  other  symbols  such  as  are  commonly  used  in  the  formal 
rating  of  teachers.  This  means  that  somebody's  judgment  must  be 
exercised,  but  if  human  nature  cannot  be  trusted  to  judge  of  person- 
ality and  to  give  that  judgment  official  valuation,  then  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  estimating  good  teaching. 

Could  we  rely  upon  the  judgment  of  supervising  officials,  and 
get  away  absolutely  but  gradually  from  the  fetich  of  the  civil  service 
reformer  that  everything  can  be  determined  by  examinations,  in  the 
end  our  schools  would  be  better  off.  In  the  final  analysis  we  must 
come  back  to  the  assertion  that  no  code  of  rules,  civil  service  or 
other,  can  with  any  exactness  or  precision,  or  by  any  formal  system 
of  marking  whatever,  determine  those  fine  points  of  excellence  in 
teaching  which  really  makes  one  teacher  more  desirable  than  another. 
These  can  be  determined  only  by  observation  in  contact  with  teachers, 
by  critics  possessed  of  sound  sense  and  fairness,  and  it  is  necessary 
that  school  systems  rely  upon  the  possession  of  these  qualities  by  the 
supervising  force,  otherwise  the  whole  system  becomes  mechanical 
and  lifeless.  The  principle  of  licensing  and  promoting  by  examina- 
tion alone  as  applied  to  teachers  is  fraught  with  error  and  evil  of 
various  kinds,  they  can  never  be  the  final  criteria  as  to  the  power  of 
teachers.  There  is  no  measure  for  the  spirit  or  for  spiritual  work. 
It  is  not  possible  under  our  present  system  to  do  away  with  the  or- 
dinary written  tests  in  the  granting  of  certificates.  Within  the 
year  covered  by  this  report  we  have  issued  231  provisional  certificates 
and  13  professional  certificates  out  of  a  list  of  381  applicants  who 
were  seeking  a  license  to  teach. 
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On  April  4  an  examination  was  held  for  graduation  from  the 
common  school  in  nineteen  different  places  in  the  county.  Out  of 
486  who  entered  the  examination,  the  Central  Committee,  ap- 
pointed by  the  County  Directors'  Association  to  grade  the  papers  for 
the  whole  county,  found  186  whom  they  considered  well  grounded 
in  the  common  school  studies.  These  were  granted  attractive  com- 
mon school  diplomas.  A  large  percentage  of  the  186  will  enter 
the  high  schools  of  the  county  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  the  week  beginning  December  20. 
We  enrolled  379  teachers,  including  those  from  Butler  borough.  Our 
instructors  were  Dr.  Henry  Pattengill,  ex-State  Superintendent  of 
Michigan ;  Dr.  F.  H.  Green,  of  the  West  Chester  State  Normal  School ; 
Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  ex-State  Commissioner  of  Schools  of  Ohio;  Dr.  D.  C. 
Murphy,  of  the  Slippery  Rock  Normal  school ;  President  George, 
of  Geneva  college;  President  I.  C.  Ketler,  of  Grove  City  college; 
Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  of  the  Department  of  Music,  Juniata  college. 
The  evening  attractions  consisted  of  Judge  Alden,  The  Vassar  Girls, 
Governor  Glenn  and  The  Commonwealth  Concert  Company. 

We  look  upon  the  institute  as  one  of  the  greatest  agencies  establish- 
ed by  the  state  for  the  improvement  of  teachers  and  it  is  with  this 
thought  in  view  that  we  have  made  an  effort  to  get  the  best  instruct- 
ors available.  Our  teachers,  who  are  in  the  profession  from  philan- 
thropic rather  than  commercial  motives,  are  satisfied  only  with  that 
instruction  which  is  of  benefit  to  them  as  teachers.  There  has  been  no 
puropse  to  run  the  institute  on  the  entertainment  plan  and  so  we  have 
purposely  kept  aloof  from  those  men  whose  only  motive  for  being  on 
the  institute  platform  is  a  commercial  one.  Both  the  work  of  our 
day  instructors  and  our  evening  entertainments  the  past  year  were 
generally  very  satisfactory.  The  sessions  of  the  institute  were  largely 
attended  by  the  patrons  and  citizens  of  the  county. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting 
Wednesday  of  institute  week.  About  90  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
membership  were  present.  Timely  topics  were  discussed,  universal 
good  feeling  prevailed  and  all  regretted  that  more  time  could  not  be 
given  to  a  meeting  of  this  kind  on  institute  week. 

The  local  educational  meeting  has  maintained  its  place  as  a  factor 
in  popular  education.  Twenty-eight  interesting  and  helpful  meet- 
ings were  held  throughout  the  county.  The  teachers  deserve  credit 
for  the  active  part  they  took  in  the  exercises  as  the  success  of  the 
meetings  was  largely  due  to  their  meritorious  efforts.  The  presence 
of  directors  and  friends  was  highly  appreciated  and  was  a  source  of 
encouragement  and  inspiration.  These  meetings  are  becoming  a  fea- 
ture of  the  teachers'  work.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  better  way  to  get 
patrons  interested  in  school  work  than  by  meetings  of  this  character. 
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High  Schools. 

Our  six  township  and  nine  borough  high  schools  have,  for  the  most 
part,  done  good  work  during  the  past  year.  Four  of  our  township 
principals  and  seven  of  our  high  school  principals  were  college  grad- 
uates. The  total  enrollment  of  the  high  schools  for  the  year  was  322. 
Of  this  number  87  were  graduated.  Most  of  the  high  schools  closed 
with  commencement  exercises,  having  well  arranged  programs  which 
were  listened  to  by  large  and  appreciative  audiences. 

Work  of  the  Superintendent. 

During  the  time  the  schools  were  in  session,  1  gave  all  my  time  to 
visitation.  All  of  the  schools  were  visited  once,  120  the  second  time 
and  25  the  third  time,  making  a  total  of  459  school  visits.  In  98  of 
these  visits  I  was  accompanied  by  one  or  more  directors.  Our  most 
eminent  educators  agree  that  thorough  supervision  and  close  in- 
spection are  the  surest,  means  of  promoting  advancement.  The  dis- 
tance traveled  and  the  number  of  schools  to  visit,  render  it  im- 
possible for  a  superintendent  to  discharge  this  duty  with  efficiency. 
In  addition  to  school  visitation  during  the  year,  I  took  part  in  sixteen 
local  educational  meetings  and  seven  school  commencements.  I  was 
in  attendance  at  two  county  institutes,  visited  two  normal  schools  and 
attended  the  sessions  of  the  State  Educational  Association. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  people  of  the 
county  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and  hospitality  to  the  teachers 
and  directors  for  efficient  help,  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  dis- 
semination of  educational  intelligence  and  to  the  School  Depart- 
ment for  courtesies  extended. 


CAMBKIA  COUNTY— Herman  T.  Jones. 


It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  progress  made  during  a  school  year. 
To  measure  growth  from  a  material  standpoint  is  an  easy  matter. 
School  property  is  made  more  attractive.  Sanitation  has  received 
that  consideration  which  it  deserves.  School  equipment  is  better 
than  ever  before.  There  is  a  steady  advance  in  the  wage  paid  to 
teachers.  These  are  certainly  unmistakable  signs  of  progress.  They 
are  some  of  the  tangible  elements  to  which  a  unit  of  measure  can 
be  applied.  Our  advancement  has  been  no  less  marked  from  a 
higher  view  point.  The  earnestness  of  the  director,  the  commendable 
spirit  shown  by  the  teacher  and  the  good  influences  that  are  brought 
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into  the  life  of  the  pupil  are  evidences  that  the  real  purpose  of 
school  life  is  being  accomplished.  Taking  into  consideration  all  the 
factors  that  make  for  good  schools  we  feel  encouraged  and  are  certain 
our  schools  have  made  commendable  progress. 

Teachers. 

The  longer  our  association  with  school  work,  the  more  we  are  con- 
vinced that  the  vital  factor  in  good  school  work  is  the  teacher.  They 
are  the  centers  around  which  the  school  grows  and  from  which  ra- 
diates the  influences  that  will  be  potent  factors  in  determining  the 
efficiency  of  the  school.  There  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  schools 
when  the  usefulness  of  the  teacher  was  determined  by  his  ability  to 
govern.  He  who  could  administer  affairs  in  a  czar  like  fashion  was 
voted  a  success  even  though  he  lacked  every  thing  else  that  would 
commend  him  as  a  teacher.  Public  conscience  lias  been  quickened 
in  this  direction.  That  lone  standard  no  longer  is  the  sole  criterion 
of  a  good  teacher.  It  is  true  that  school  government  is  still  a 
serious  matter  and  tlie  child  who  is  unfortunate  enough  to  get  into 
a  school  poorly  disciplined  would  probably  be  better  off  outside  the 
school.  The  question  is  still  asked  "Can  the  teacher  govern?"  but 
now  it  is  only  one  of  a  number  of  attributes  that  the  teacher  must 
possess.  Has  he  the  intellectual  equipment,  has  he  attained  some 
degree  of  professional  efficiency,  has  he  that  heart  power  which  will 
inspire  confidence  and  love  in  the  pupils  with  which  he  associates 
are  all  questions  that  are  considered  to-day  in  the  selection  of 
teachers.  The  local  normal  schools  have  contributed  much  toward 
raising  the  standard  of  the  teacher  in  this  count}'.  The  men  at  the 
head  of  these  institutions  are  strong  school  men  skilled  in  method, 
scholarly  and  anxious  to  do  the  very  best  for  those  with  whom  they 
are  associated.  In  enumerating  the  causes  that  have  added  strength 
to  our  teaching  force  mention  should  be  made  of  the  Mountain  Sum- 
mer Assembly.  This  school  aims  to  develop  the  professional  side  of 
the  teacher.  Method  is  taken  up  and  presented  in  such  a  concrete 
way  that  it  is  easily  grasped.  A  large  number  of  our  teachers  attend 
this  school  and  the  improvement  shown  in  the  work  attests  to  the 
splendid  work  done  by  this  institution.  Our  statistical  report 
shows  that  70  of  our  teachers  had  no  previous  experience.  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  held  provisional  certificates.  One  hundred  and 
nine  were  teachers  with  professional  certificates.  Sixty-three  held 
permanent  certificates.  Seventy-three  were  normal  graduates  and 
Twenty  held  college  diplomas.  An  analysis  of  these  figures  reveal 
this,  the  number  of  higher  grade  certificates  is  increasing  while  the 
provisionals  are  decreasing.  This  is  as  it  should  be  and  we  trust 
the  time  will  soon  come  when  it  will  require  more  than  a  knowledge 
of  the  common  branches  to  qualify  one  to  teach.     The  success  of  the 
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school  will  always  depend  largely  on  the  teacher,  hence  the  demand 
for  strong  enthusiastic  teachers,  who  look  upon  their  work  seriously 
and  bring  to  it  a  determination  to  give  the  school  their  best  service. 

Directors. 

The  director  also  is  an  important  factor  in  raising  the  standard 
of  our  schools.  We  have  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  men  who  act 
in  this  capacity.  For  the  most  part  they  are  active  and  earnest  and 
represent  as  a  rule  the  best  type  of  manhood.  That  they  have  been 
chosen  for  their  qualifications  is  attested  to  by  their  interest  in 
their  work.  The  school  buildings  and  equipment  are  in  keeping 
with  the  spirit  of  the  times.  The  greatest  care  is  exercised  in  the 
selection  of  teachers.  A  progressive  spirit  characterizes  their  efforts. 
There  is  also  a  spirit  of  conservatism.  While  they  cheerfully  giant 
those  things  that  will  promote  school  work  yet  more  than  ordinary 
precaution  is  being  exercised  in  purchasing  costly  maps,  charts, 
globes,  etc.,  that  will  be  of  little  use  in  the  school.  The  school  di- 
rectors' association  is  growing  in  interest  and  usefulness.  About 
one  hundred  and  sixty  were  present  at  the  last  meeting.  Practical 
questions  in  the  administration  of  school  affairs  were  discussed  by 
the  directors.  The  day  was  far  too  short  They  went  home  taking 
with  them  suggestions  and  an  inspiration  that  will  bear  fruit. 
Prof.  K.  M.  McNeal  gave  a  strong  address  on  the  value  of  an  educa- 
tion. Dr.  Cathell  delivered  his  lecture  on  Lincoln  at  the  evening 
session. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  date  of  the  county  institute  was  changed.  Notwithstanding  it 
occurred  on  Christmas  week  all  the  old  time  interest  and  enthusiasm 
was  aroused.  We  feel  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  earnest  and  en- 
thusiastic body  of  teachers  that  ever  met  in  this  county.  Our  in- 
structors complimented  us  a  number  of  times  on  the  splendid  order 
and  the  attention  given  by  the  teachers.  The  instructors  were  Prof. 
Leon  Vincent,  Boston,  Mass.;  Prof.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Huntingdon,  Pa.; 
and  Miss  Lillian  W.  Pierce,  West  Chester,  Pa.  Prof.  E.  H.  Davis 
had  charge  of  the  music.  The  evening  attractions  were:  The  Col- 
lege Singing  Girls,  The  Commonwealth  Ladies  Orchestra,  Dr.  E.  A. 
Ott,  and  Rabbi  Levy.  Local  institutes  were  held  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts. It  was  our  privilege  to  attend  a  number  of  them.  These 
meetings  are  under  the  control  of  our  best  teachers  and  when  con- 
ducted properly  deserve  the  support  of  the  community  in  which 
they  are  held. 

Examinations. 

Twenty-three  teachers'  examinations  were  held  at  which  six  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  applicants  presented  themselves.  This  eclipses 
in  number  any  previous  year.     These  figures  are  encouraging.     A 
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few  years  ago  we  had  difficulty  in  filling  our  schools.  Last  year 
there  were  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  people  who  were  legally 
qualified  who  failed  to  get  a  school.  One  hundred  and  forty-five  ap- 
plicants failed  in  the  teachers'  examinations.  The  eighth  grade 
examination  was  unusually  well  attended.  Uniform  questions  were 
prepared  by  us  and  sent  to  the  differnt  committees.  In  general  know- 
ledge, in  neatness,  and  in  scholarship  we  feel  that  the  year's  work 
compares  favorably  with  any  previous  year.  Three  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  pupils  were  examined.  Out  of  this  number  ninty-five 
pupils  failed.  Pupils  who  made  an  average  of  75  per  cent,  with  no 
branch  below  50  per  cent,  were  granted  diplomas. 

High  Schools. 

^Ye  have  in  the  county  sixteen  high  schools  that  are  recognized  by 
the  Department,  three  of  which  are  township  schools.  Patton  and 
South  Fork  have  been  ranked  as  second  class  schools.  All  the  others 
have  been  classified  as  third  class.  We  wish  to  compliment  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  these  schools  are  located.  It  has  been  our  privilege 
to  visit  them  once  and  sometimes  twice  during  the  year  as  to  attend 
the  commencement  exercises.  Measuring  their  work  from  both  these 
view  points  we  feel  that  their  purpose  is  being  accomplished  and  that 
young  people  in  the  rural  districts  are  having  brought  to  them  the 
same  advantages  which  are  enjoyed  in  more  populous  centers. 

Buildings. 

The  buildings  completed  during  the  year  are  indicative  of  progress. 
Sanitation,  cheerfulness  and  attractiveness  have  all  received  their 
proper  attention.  School  buildings  are  constructed  as  carefully  and 
the  grounds  are  made  as  attractive  as  the  homes  and  surroundings 
are  in  the  communities  in  which  they  are  located.  Allegheny  built 
a  one  room  building.  It  is  by  far  the  best  arranged,  equipped  and 
healthful  building  in  the  district.  The  directors  are  to  be  compli- 
mented on  the  wisdom  and  common  sense  they  have  exercised  in  its 
construction.  Barnesboro  constructed  a  splendid  building  during 
the  year.  It  contains  nine  recitation  rooms  and  an  auditorium, 
This  building  has  been  wisely  planned.  It  is  well  lighted,  contains 
all  modern  improvements  and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  buildings 
we  have  in  this  county.  The  directors  exercised  all  the  economy 
possible  but  it  was  done  in  this  way,  every  expense  item  was  care- 
fully guarded,  but  nothing  was  overlooked  to  make  the  building  up- 
to-date.  The  directors  were  careful  to  get  the  best  equipment  for  the 
least  money  possible.  Boards  contemplating  building  would  do  well 
to  visit  this  school  and  study  its  arrangement.  Barr  erected  a  sub- 
stantial one  room  building.     Blacklick  enlarged  their  buildings  at 
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Nanty  Glo  and  Twin  Rocks.  Carroll  built  a  one  room  building. 
Cresson  township  built  a  one  room  building.  Croyle  constructed  a 
two  room  building.  Richland  built  a  one  room  building.  Stonycreek 
has  to  its  credit  a  one  room  building.  Summerkill  township  en- 
larged its  building  at  Beaverdale.  This  village  can  boast  of  an  up- 
to-date  structure  being  supplied  with  modern  conveniences.  Sus- 
quehanna built  a  two  room  building.  We  are  proud  of  every  building 
that  was  put  up  during  the  year  and  they  speak  praises  for  those 
who  are  responsible  for  their  construction. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Mattie  M.  Collins. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  work  of  the  past  year  has 
shown  improvement  over  previous  years,  and  our  schools,  as  a  whole, 
have  done  good  work.  It  has  been  a  year  of  honest,  painstaking 
work  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 

The  forthy-third  annual  institute  of  Cameron  County  was  held  in 
Emporium,  October  25-29th.  The  institute  was  a  success  in  every 
particular.  The  first  institute  in  a  number  of  years  that  has  been  a 
financial  success.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  Reed  B.  Tei trick, 
Deputy  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Prof.  Smith  Burn- 
ham,  of  the  West  Chester  Normal  School,  Prof.  W.  A.  Price,  Ashland 
College,  Ohio,  and  Prof.  Charles  A.  Dobson,  Grove  City,  College,  musi- 
cal director  and  soloist. 

The  committee  on  Educational  Reunions  decided  to  hold  teachers 
meetings  in  each  district  every  month,  and  devote  a  part  of  the  ses- 
sion to  the  reading  course  for  teachers,  and  the  remainder  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  educational  subjects  in  general,  also  hold  two  local  in- 
stitutes. In  all  but  two  districts,  the  programme  was  carried  out 
faithfully.     These  meetings  have  been  very  helpful  to  the  teachers. 

The  Directors  Convention  was  held  in  Emporium,  February  5th. 
Dr.  Ballentine,  of  the  Clarion  Normal  School  was  the  principal 
speaker.     Only  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  Directors  were  present. 

One  new  school  house  was  built  at  Cameron,  Lumber  Township, 
during  the  year.  The  building  is  a  two-room  brick,  well  lighted  and 
ventilated.  A  furnace  has  been  placed  in  the  cellar  and  it  is,  in  every 
respect,  a  modern  school  building. 

Throughout   the   county    much    improvement   has   been   made   in 

school   buildings   and   grounds,   especially   the   general   appearance, 

ventilation  and  sanitation  of  school  rooms.     I  think  the  credit  is 

due  largely  to  the  teachers  of  the  district.     Many  of  the  schools  have 
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bought  pictures  for  the  walls,  and  have  added  new  books  to  their 
libraries.  We  have  but  very  few  schools  in  the  County  that  do  not 
have  their  own  library  of  good  books,  that  have  been  purchased  with 
money,  secured  through  entertainments  given  by  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  teachers  of  the  County  decided  that  they  would  purchase  a 
Stereoptican  for  the  use  of  the  schools  of  the  County.  We  now  have 
a  very  good  stereoptican  that  can  be  taken  from  one  school  to  another. 
The  teachers  find  that  the  pictures  create  interest,  are  instructive, 
and  furnish   entertainment. 

An  exhibit  of  writing,  drawing,  map  drawing  and  composition 
work  is  made  at  the  County  Fair  each  year,  and  as  a  result,  more  in- 
terest is  beirig  manifested  in  those  subjects. 

Agriculture  has  been  receiving  some  attention,  in  our  public 
schools.  'Shippen  Township  adopted  a  text  book  and  the  subject  has 
been  pursued  with  greater  interest  in  that  district. 

Two  Commercial  Museums  were  placed  in  the  Gibson  Township 
schools. 

We  have  had  the  usual  contagious  diseases,  measles,  mumps  and 
chicken  pox.  which  interfere  greatly  with  our  attendance. 

Five  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year,  and  one 
special.  Fifty-four  applicants  were  examined.  Of  these  forty-three 
passed  the  examinations,  and  were  licensed  to  teach.  I  examined 
six  High  School  classes  at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  conducted  all 
eighth   grade  examinations. 

The  schools  of  the  County  were  all  visited  three  times,  with  two 
exceptions,  and  most  of  the  schools  four  times.  A  slight  accident  pre- 
vented my  visiting  schools  for  a  few  weeks  in  the  months  of  February 
and  March. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Department,  the  press,  the  teachers  and  the 
people  of  the  county  for  courtesies  extended  throughout  the  year. 


CARBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Bevan. 


The  schools  of  this  county  followed  the  same  general  lines  of  effort 
during  the  past  year  as  in  recent  preceding  yeears.  Five  new  schools 
were  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  term.  One  new  school  build- 
ing was  erected,  a  handsome  eight-room  building  at  Palmerton  in 
Lower  Towamensing  Township.  This  building  was  dedicated  with 
appropriate  exercises  on  July  4,  1909.  Twenty-two  teachers  without 
any  previous  experience  in  teaching  were  employed,  all  of  whom 
proved  to  be  competent  and  in  some  degree  successful.     The  teaching 
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force  as  a  whole  was  therefore  stronger  than  that  of  the  previous 
year.  Most  of  our  teachers  showed  more  interest  in  their  work  and 
more  real  enthusiasm  for  their  own  professional  improvement.  Con- 
ditions for  better  work  were  improved  in  many  of  our  districts,  and 
The  general  results  of  the  year  both  in  the  graded  and  ungraded 
schools  were  more  definite  and  therefore  more  satisfactory  than  ever 
before.  Along  with  these  evidences  of  improvement  there  were 
several  features  of  progress  that  deserve  comment  in  this  report. 

First  of  these  were  the  special  activities  of  the  year  for  the  pro- 
fessional improvement  of  teachers.  In  most  of  the  boroughs  and 
townships  of  the  county  in  which  the  work  of  the  schools  is  directed 
and  supervised  by  supervising  principals,  teachers'  monthly  meetings 
and  grade  meetings  of  a  similar  nature  and  purpose  were  maintained 
and  it  did  valuable  work  for  the  individual  teacher  by  the  systematic 
study  of  the  general  problem  of  teaching  and  the  discussion  of  specific 
plans  for  the  improvement  of  school  work  in  the  grades.  A  series  of 
round  table  conferences  of  the  high  and  grammar  school  teachers 
of  the  county  was  well  attended  and  was  pronounced  by  those  who  at- 
tended and  took  part  in  the  deliberations  and  discussions  as  being 
highly  beneficial.  Nature  Study,  English  in  the  Grades,  Essentials 
for  admission  to  High  School,  Retardation  in  the  Grades,  The  Recess 
Problem,  and  the  Promotion  of  pupils  in  the  Grades  were  some  of  the 
vital  questions  considered.  The  great  and  increasing  value  of  the 
annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  never  more  fully  shown  than 
at  the  last  annual  gathering  in  this  county.  Not  only  in  the  regular 
instruction  offered  but  in  the  "voluntary  conferences"  of  instructors 
and  teachers  the  last  institute  was  notable  for  the  genuine  interest 
it  aroused  and  the  impetus  it  gave  to  the  study  of  vital  current  school 
problems.  The  presentment  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  ex- 
pressed in  terse  and  inspiring  terms  the  sentiment  of  the  county  on 
present  school  interests.  Space  will  not  permit  the  insertion  of  this 
report  here,  although  it  may  well  be  accepted  by  every  teacher  as  a 
call  to  greater  activity  in  the  promotion  of  teaching  efficiency.  And 
lastly  the  personal  and  professional  improvement  of  the  individual 
teacher  as  the  unit  of  school  improvement  was  kept  constantly  in  view 
in  the  visitation  of  schools  by  the  superintendent.  The  work  of  every 
teacher,  especially  in  the  ungraded  schools,  was  carefully  and  syste- 
matically observed.  The  strength  rather  than  the  weakness  of  the 
teacher  was  observed  and  commended. 

Systematic  effort  for  the  promotion  of  the  educational  welfare  of 
the  country  school  was  continued.  To  conserve  the  known  strength 
of  the  ungraded  school  as  an  indispensable  institution  for  the  develop- 
ment of  earnest,  honest,  industrious,  patriotic  American  manhood  and 
woman-hood,  and  at  the  same  time  to  abolish  the  long  standing  weak- 
ness of  it  has  been  an  impelling  motive  to  such  effort.     The  great 
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weakness  of  the  country  school  is  the  lack  of  natural,  rational  teach- 
ing of  the  child  in  and  by  means  of  its  own  environment.  The  "teach- 
ing" therein  is  too  often  an  artificial,  impractical,  bookish  process  of 
text-book  study,  and  to  displace  all  this  by  more  rational  and  parcti- 
cal  teaching  is  the  most  immediate  and  imperative  need  of  the  coun- 
try school.  To  this  end  the  introduction  of  agriculture  as  a  study  of 
home  and  school  environment  was  strongly  urged  upon  directors  and 
teachers  and  quite  generally  accomplished.  In  Packer  and  Lower 
Towamensing  township  text  books  for  the  use  of  pupils  were  provided, 
but  in  the  other  districts  the  instruction  was  oral.  A  good  begin- 
ning in  this  work  was  made  in  most  of  our  schools.  In  a  few  schools 
taught  by  men  possessing  special  fitness  for  the  work  the  results  were 
highly  gratifying,  while  in  a  few  others,  unfortunate  enough  to  be  in 
charge  of  incompetent  or  idolent  teachers,  nothing  was  accomplished. 

The  Manual  for  Borough  and  Township  High  Schools  issued  last 
year  by  The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  was  of  great  value  to 
us  in  the  effort  to  simplify  and  standardize  the  work  of  the  eighth 
grade  throughout  the  county.  The  minimum  requirements  for  ad- 
mission to  high  school  as  presented  in  the  Manual  were  discussed  at 
several  meetings  of  grammar  and  high  school  teachers  as  well  as  the 
principals  of  the  county  and  were  accepted  as  the  basis  of  future 
work  in  the  eighth  grade.  The  outline  of  essentials  of  the  several 
common  school  subjects  as  presented  in  the  Manual  were  adopted  for 
guidance  in  the  preparation  of  pupils  for  admission  to  high  school. 
It  was  proposed  that  the  last  half  of  the  eighth  year  should  be  spent 
in  a  comprehensive  review  of  the  common  branches  by  the  use  of  the 
outlines  in  the  manual  as  a  basis  for  such  reviews,  and  that  examina- 
tions for  promotion  to  high  school,  whenever  held,  shall  be  based 
upon  the  essentials  presented  in  these  outlines.  Several  desirable 
results  should  follow.  Final  reviews  shall  become  a  more  logical  and 
definiic  exercise  of  the  school,  the  accepted  essentials  of  the  several 
subjects  for  admission  to  high  school  shall  be  emphasized,  the  work 
of  our  grammar  schools  placed  upon  a  common  basis,  and  therefore 
for  the  purpose  of  review,  supervision,  promotion,  and  when  necessary 
for  examination,  the  requirements  of  the  eighth  grade  shall  be  such 
that  supervisor,  teacher,  and  pupil  alike  will  understand. 

Eighth  grade  examinations  were  made  uniform  throughout  the 
county  in  compliance  with  announcements  concerning  the  same  made 
at  the  opening  of  the  year.  Separate  days  were  appointed  for  districts 
having  different  school  terms.  Careful  consideration  was  given  to 
the  matter  of  making  these  tests  fair,  practical,  and  intelligible. 
From  principals  and  teachers  have  come  expressions  of  approval  of 
the  character  of  these  tests  and  of  satisfaction  with  the  results 
revealed  by  their  use.  In  eighteen  ungraded  schools  the  eighth  grade 
examination. was  given  for  the  first  time  in  their  existence,  and  the 
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work  of  the  pupils  as  shown  therein  was  creditable  alike  to  teachers 
and  pupils.  Certificates  were  granted  to  those  pupils  who  passed  the 
examinations.  All  of  this  is  significent  and  conclusive  indication 
that  gradually  at  least  the  country  school  is  approaching  its  destined 
place  in  the  rural  life  of  our  county. 

The  annual  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  at  Mauch 
Chunk  on  Oct.  28,  1909.  Every  district  but  one  was  represented, 
and  from  the  township  of  Upper  Towamensing  every  director  was 
present.  The  program  was  practical  and  inspiring.  One  of  the 
delegates  to  the  State  Directors'  Convention,  Chester  G.  Setzer,  Esq., 
made  an  able,  valuable  report.  The  annual  dinner  to  school  directors 
by  that  broad  minded  and  generous  hearted  friend  of  popular  edu- 
cation, Mr  David  J.  Pearsall,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  was  a  most  enjoyable 
occassion.  The  spirit  of  devotion  to  duty  and  the  self  sacrificing 
service  of  our  school  directors  deserve  our  recognition  and  com- 
mendation. The  determination  of  many  of  our  School  Boards  to  give 
to  their  districts  better  educational  opportunities  along  practical 
lines  was  shown  in  many  ways  during  the  year.  To  the  School 
Board  of  Lower  Towamensing  Township  belongs  the  credit  of  first 
establishing  an  eight-month  school  term  in  a  strictly  rural  district 
in  this  county.  The  Board  of  Franklin  Township  was  the  first  to 
provide  individual  drinking  cups  for  country  schools.  These  evi- 
dences of  progress  are  full  of  promise  of  larger  and  better  things  to 
come.  Valuable  help  and  encouragement  in  all  the  activities  of  the 
year  for  the  promotion  of  public  school  interests  were  rendered  by 
the  press  of  the  county  and  it  is  hereby  accorded  the  recognition  which 
it  so  fully  merits. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— David  O.  Etters. 


The  educational  events  of  another  year  have  passed;  and  a  close 
comparison  with  former  conditions  shows  a  decidedly  upward  move: 
Yet  when  one  sees  how  much  more  might  easily  be  done  under  fuller 
management  and  better  laws,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that' very 
much  of  the  present  work  is  rather  indifferent.  This  is  more  es- 
pecially true  in  the  case  of  a  large  number  of  the  ungraded  schools. 
This  condition  results  largely  from  a  lack  of  proper  supervision.  A 
like  condition  could  not  exist  in  the  business  or  the  industrial  Avorld. 
Imagine,  if  you  can,  a  contractor  employing  twenty  men  to  be  put  at 
work  at  widely  scattered  points  with  no  one  to  supervise  and  direct 
the  operation  and  thus  protect  the  interests  of  the  employer.  The 
one  or  two  visits  per  year  from  a  County  Superintendent  while  use- 
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ful,  it  is  granted,  in  the  general  direction  of  the  work,  is  wholly  in- 
adequate as  supervision.  Closer  supervision  always  means  more 
efficient  teaching,  better  schools,  economy  of  time  and  material  and 
most  important  of  all,  fuller  preparation  for  life  work  on  the  part 
of  the  boys  and  girls. 

The  attendance  throughout  the  County  during  the  past  year  was 
very  much  better  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  the  bad  effect  of 
conflicting  laws  is  still  too  apparent  in  some  localities. 

Belief  on  te  is  just  putting  the  finishing  touches  on  one  of  the  best, 
one  of  the  most  finely  appointed  school  buildings  to  be  found  any- 
where in  the  State  outside  the  larger  cities. 

The  school  buildings  throughout  the  County,  generally  speaking 
are  very  much  better  than  were  those  of  a  dozen  years  since.  How- 
ever, too  little  interest  is  shown  in  the  school-grounds.  In  fact  in  not 
a  few  instances,  the  district  does  not  own  or  control  the  ground  im- 
mediately surrounding  the  building.  As  a  rule,  school  boards  are 
much  more  watchful,  than  formerly,  in  seeing  that  books  and  sup- 
plies are  properly  furnished. 

The  county  institute  and  the  directors  convention  were  both  well 
attended  and  both  were  pronounced  as  among  the  most  interesting 
and  successful  of  their  respective  kinds  ever  held  in  the  County. 

A  series  of  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  County. 
These  were  largely  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons,  and 
proved  to  be  enthusiastic,  profitable  meetings. 

Our  people  are,  generally,  in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  a  new  school 
code,  a  code  that  will  insure  the  same  interest,  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  in  the  school  district  located  up  in  the  Alleghanies  that  does  in 
Philadelphia.  However,  our  people  are  largely  opposed  to  a  State 
Board  of  Education.  It  is  thought  doubtful  that  a  multiple  head, 
composed  of  school  politicians  would  be  clearly  an  advantage. 

It  is  feared  that  this  would  simply  mean  a  division  of  responsibil- 
ity, and  often  times  such  a  division  of  opinion  as  to  make  prompt 
action,  though  demanded,  utterly  impossible. 

Surely  the  State  Superintendent,  clothed  with  proper  authority 
and  charged  with  full  responsibility  is  better  able  to  assure  good 
school  conditions  than  it  would  be  possible  to  secure  from  a  bicker- 
ing, hedging,  divided  State  Board  of  Education. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  of  teach- 
ers and  directors  in  the  discharging  of  my  official  duties.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  assistance 
promptly  rendered  and   courtesies  frequently  shown. 
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CHESTER  COUNTY— George  W.  Moore. 


The  progress  of  the  past  .year,  on  the  whole,  has  been  gratifying. 
The  annual  County  Institute  was  helpful  at  every  point.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  strong  work  of  our  teachers  in  their  respective  sections, 
the  genera]  sessions  were  truly  inspirational.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  E.  B.  Bryan,  Dr.  Edwin  Sparks,  Prof.  Smith 
Burnham,  Dr.  Martin  G.   Brumbaugh. 

A  largely  attended  convention  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
County  was  held  in  the  Court  House,  Thursday,  Nov.  4th. 

A  spelling  contest,  open  to  the  children  of  the  public  schools, 
proved  of  much  interest,  was  voted  a  success  and  we  were  requested 
to  repeat  it  next  fall. 

Successful  Local  Institutes  were  held  in  Spring  City  and  North 
Coventry.  Regular  meetings  of  the  Principals'  Club  and  the  Teach- 
ers' Association  were  held  during  the  year.  These  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  proved  both  interesting  and  helpful. 

A  new  feature  of  the  general  work  of  our  County,  and  one  which 
proved  most  valuable  was  a  meeting  or  convention  of  the  beginners 
in  the  profession.  At  the  request  of  the  County  Superintendent, 
fifty-five  of  the  sixty-two  teachers,  who  for  the  first  time,  had  the 
responsibility  of  teaching  a  real  school,  met  in  the  West  Chester 
High  School.  We  had  heart  to  heart  talks  with  these  earnest  young 
teachers  to  guard  them  against  the  usual  pitfalls  of  the  teachers. 
The  County  Superintendent  spoke  from  his  note  book  of  visitations  of 
these  weaknesses.  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips  was  at  his  best  on  the  subject 
of  Discipline.  Supt.  A.  L.  Jones  discussed  the  daily  program  in  his 
masterful  way  and  Supervising  Principal,  R.  S.  Macnamee,  addressed 
the  young  teachers  along  the  line  of  School  Management  and  care 
of  Property.  Prof.  Macnamee  spoke  out  of  his  rich  experience  as  a 
practical  school  man  and  was  most  helpful.  This  was  truly  an  up- 
lift to  the  young  teachers  as  has  been  so  many  times  referred  to  by 
them  during  the  year.  We  have  seldom  listened  to  more  helpful 
talks  in  any  institute.  May  6th,  one  of  the  finest  High  School 
buildings  in  the  State  was  dedicated  at  Downingtown.  State  Supt. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer  made  the  address.  Brief  remarks  were  also  made  by 
former  Superintendents,  Dr.  Walton,  Prof.  Woodruff  and  the  present 
incumbent.  A  very  interesting  report  of  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ing was  made  by  the  President,  Dr.  L.  T.  Bremerman.  During  the 
past  year  but  one-fourth  of  our  teachers  held  provisional  certificates. 
Our  teachers  realize  the  importance  of  entering  the  profession  with 
normal  school  training,  then  continue  to  grow.     That  we  are  training 
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strong  teachers  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  annually  educators  from 
other  States  come  here  to  seek  good  teachers  and  make  such  financial 
inducements  that  we  are  unable  to  keep  them. 

IN  MEMOEIAM. 

During  the  past  year  the  grim  reaper  Death  has  called  away  the 
following  directors  and  ex-directors. 

Samuel  Pennypacker,  East  Coventry;  Levi  F.  Snyder,  Wallace;  G. 
T.  Guthrie,  Downingtown;  Benner  Evans,  Upper  Uwchlan;  James 
Kea,  East  Brandywine;  Hibberd  Bartram,  Independent  No.  2;  Wm. 
H.  Parsons,   Phoenixville. 

Also  two  teachers: — 

Eurie  L.  Kirk,  Oxford ;  Anna  Kelleher,  West  Fallowfield. 

BOBEKT  AG  NEW  FUTILE  Y 

Chester  County's  First  County  Superintendent. 

With  the  closing  of  the  year  1909,  passed  away  Kobert  Agnew 
Futhey,  of  Parkesburg,  aged  86  years.  Mr.  Futhey  was  the  first 
County  Superintendent  to  be  elected  in  1S54  and  served  one  term. 
An  interesting  sketch  of  Mr.  Futhey's  life  and  services  appeared  in 
the  March  School  Journal.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel  and 
Ann  (Parkinson)  Futhey,  and  was  born  September  2d,  1824,  in  West 
Fallowfield,  now  Highland  township,  this  county. 

He  was  a  cousin  of  the  late  J.  Smith  Futhey,  President  Judge  of 
the  Courts  here,  and  author  of  the  History  of  Chester  County ;  and  of 
Kobert  and  James  L.  Futhey,  both  of  whom  have  now  passed  away. 
He  leaves  no  children. 

Kobert  Agnew  Futhey  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in  High- 
land township,  pursuing  his  primary  studies  in  the  common  schools 
and  receiving  his  academic  education  at  New  London  and  Unionville 
academies. 

After  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  teaching,  and  was  assistant 
teacher  under  Prof.  Wyers,  at  the  old  West  Chester  Academy 
until  1S54,  when  he  was  elected  County  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  being  the  first  superintendent  ever  elected  in  Chester  county. 
He  held  his  position  three  years,  during  which  time  his  father  died, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead and  took  charge  of  the  farm.  He  continued  to  be  occupied  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  18G8,  when  he  removed  to  the  vicinity  of 
Parkesburg. 
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In  the  following  year  was  organized  the  private  banking  honse 
of  Parke,  Smith  &  Co.,  at  Parkesburg,  and  Mr.  Futhey  accepted  a 
position  as  clerk  in  that  institution.  He  served  for  one  year  in  that 
capacity,  and  was  then  made  cashier,  in  which  position  he  remained 
until  1883,  when  he  retired  from  active  business.  In  1870  he  moved 
into  Parkesburg. 

In  December,  1855,  Mr.  Futhey  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah 
P.  Taylor,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Taylor,  of  this  county7.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  a  staunch  Republican  in 
politics.  Many  times  he  has  been  called  on  to  fill  local  offices,  and 
has  served  as  Burgess  of  Parkesburg,  School  Director,  and  member 
of  the  Borough  Council. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  Directors  for  the  valuable  assistance  given 
to  carry  out  the  great  work  of  popular  education,  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  helpful  counsel,  the  Press  of  our  County 
for  the  complete  reports  of  our  several  educational  meetings,  and 
the  general  public  for  the  loyalty,  good  cheer  and  inspiration  in 
this  great  work. 


CLARION  COUNTY— N.  E.  Heeter. 


We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  school  year  just  closed  was  one 
of  progress.  The  interest  manifested  in  education  all  over  the 
county  is  significant.  Parents,  teachers,  and  directors  all  are  breath- 
ing the  educational  atmosphere  that  is  enveloping  the  state  and  it  is 
having  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  schools. 

We  have  made  a  determined  effort  during  the  past  two  years  to 
give  to  the  schools  of  the  county  the  best  quality  of  teachers  pos- 
sible and  believe  we  have  succeeded  in  a  measure.  The  hearty  co- 
operation of  director  and  parent  in  the  move  for  better  teachers  has 
added  much  momentum  to  the  cause  and  most  of  the  teachers  have 
responded  nobly  to  the  call. 

During  the  past  year  we  had  employed  in  the  county  275  teachers. 
52  of  these  were  inexperienced  teachers.  149  taught  on  provisional 
certificates,  24  on  professional,  35  on  permanent,  60  on  Normal  School 
Diplomas  and  7  were  college  graduates.  Almost  half  of  the  teaching 
was  done  by  persons  holding  the  higher  grade  certificates. 

Teachers'  Examinations. 

Thirteen  teachers'  examinations  were  held  in  the  county  during 
the  year  in  which  339  applicants  were  examined.  203  of  these  were 
given  provisional  certificates  and  14  professional  certificates,     122 
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applicants  were  rejected.  The  quality  of  work  done  by  the  appli- 
cants showed  a  marked  improvement  over  that  done  in  the  previous 
year  when  about  half  of  the  applicants  failed.  This  fact  is  all  the 
more  encouraging  when  we  note  that  the  passing  grade  last  year  was 
number  20  and  the  previous  year  number  22. 

Eighth   Grade  Tests. 

The  County  Superintendent  in  connection  with  the  High  School 
principals  of  the  county  held  a  uniform  examination  on  the  1st 
Saturday  of  April  for  High  School  Entrance  Certificates.  The  ap- 
plicants were  largely  from  districts  in  which  no  High  School  is 
maintained,  who  desired  to  take  advantage  of  the  law  permitting 
them  to  attend  a  High  School  in  another  district  at  the  expense  of 
their  own  district.  85  applicants  were  examined,  45  of  whom  were 
considered  strong  enough  to  do  High  School  work. 

Our  High  Schools 

The  thirteen  High  Schools  of  the  county  are  doing  a  very  efficient 
work.  The  High  School  principals  are  either  College  or  Normal 
School  graduates  and  in  most  cases  are  highly  qualified  for  this  work. 
The  pupils  in  the  districts  in  which  no  High  School  is  maintained  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  High  School  privilege  granted  them  by  the 
state  and  are  swelling  the  attendance  of  our  High  Schools  in  a 
marked  degree. 

One  new  borough  High  School  was  organized  during  the  year  at 
Hawthorn  and  the  prospects  for  two  more  during  the  coming  year 
are  good.  The  Foxburg  Independent  District  is  preparing  to  take 
advantage  of  the  act  of  legislature  permitting  Independent  Dis- 
tricts to  participate  in  the  state  appropriation  for  High  Schools 
and  during  the  coming  year  we  expect  to  see  one  of  the  best  High 
Schools  of  the  county  operated  in  Foxburg.  Callensburg  Borough 
is  also  alive  with  High  School  sentiment  and  expects  to  do  the  first 
years'  work  in  a  two  years'  course  of  study  during  the  coming  year. 

New  Schools  and  Schools  Closed. 

Each  of  the  following  districts  have  added  a  new  school  during  the 
year: — Shippenville,  Strattonville,  Edenburg,  Foxburg,  and  Toby 
Township. 

Millcreek  and  Farming  township  each  closed  a  school  on  account  of 
small  attendance.  The  East  Foxburg  school  in  Richland  township 
was  consolidated  with  the  Foxburg  Independent  schools.  Redbank 
and  Madison  Township  High  Schools  were  closed  on  account  of 
small  attendance. 
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New  School  Building  for  East  Brady. 

At  the  November  election  the  voters  of  East  Brady  Borough  by  the 
decisive  vote  of  138  to  37  voted  to  bond  the  town  to  the  extent  of 
$24,000  in  order  that  they  might  have  a  new  up-to-date  school  build- 
ing. When  school  opens  this  fall  the  children  of  this  town  will  con- 
vene in  one  of  the  most  sanitary  and  complete  school  buildings  in 
western   Pennsylvania. 

Educational  Meetings 

Local  Institutes  were  held  in  each  of  the  eight  local  institute  dis- 
tricts during  the  year,  and  much  interest  and  enthusiasm  were  mani- 
fested in  the  meetings.  Teachers,  parents  and  school  officers  united 
in  the  discussion  of  school  problems  vital  to  the  advancement  of  the 
public  schools  and  a  great  deal  of  good  resulted  The  tendency  of 
the  meetings  was  to  bring  teacher  and  parent  to  a  broader  realiza- 
tion of  the  fact  that  the  school  exists  for  the  child  and  that  a  hearty 
co-operation  of  both  is  necessary  in  order  to  give  the  child  the  best 
possible  preparation  for  life. 

The  most  important  educational  meeting  of  the  year  was  the 
County  Institute,  which  was  held  in  Clarion  during  the  week  of 
Dec.  20th.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  present  except  12 
and  seemed  to  be  enthused  over  the  work.  We  had  engaged  for  the 
day  instruction  one  of  the  most  competent  corps  of  instructors 
that  it  is  possible  to  engage,  and  the  teachers  were  delighted  with  their 
work.     The  instructors  were  as  follows: 

Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent,  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Principal  of  State  Normal 
School,  Clarion,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Frank  W.  Hays,  Chair  of  History  and  Poli- 
tical Science,  Grove  City  College,  Grove  City,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Gordinier,  Chair  of  English,  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School, 
Shippensburg,  Pa. ;  Prof.  Edwin  B.  Twitmire,  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Kev.  E.  B.  Bailey,  of  Bloomsburg,  Pa., 
had  charge  of  the  music. 

The  evening  lecturers  and  entertainers  were: — 
The  Singers  and  Players  Club,  Gov.  Kobert  B.  Glenn,  The  Vassar 
Girls,  Edward  Amherst  Ott. 

It  was  generally  conceded  that  this  was  the  most  practical  and 
helpful  institute  ever  held  in  the  county. 

Directors'  Convention. 

The  Directors'  Annual  Convention  met  in  the  Court  House  during 
the  week  of  the  County  Institute,  and  the  directors  of  the  county 
had  the  opportunity  of  hearing  Gov.  Robert  B.  Glenn  in  his  match- 
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less  lecture  before  the  teachers'  institute.  106  directors  were  pres- 
ent and  manifested  much  interest  in  the  discussions.  The  convention 
was  addressed  by  Dr.  N.  0.  Schaeffer  and  by  a  number  of  local  di- 
rectors. The  Convention  elected  two  delegates  to  represent  the 
county  in  the  state  convention,  which  met  at  Harrisburg  during  the 
month  of  February. 


CLEAEFIELD  COUNTY— W.  E.  Tobias. 


The  school  work  in  Clearfield  County  has  moved  along  nicely 
during  the  last  year  and  we  feel  justified  in  reporting  progress  along 
all  lines.  During  the  year  we  visited  all  of  the  501  schools  of  the 
County  and  with  a  few  exceptions  found  the  teachers  doing  good 
conscientious  work.  In  a  county  as  large  as  Clearfield  there  must 
necessarily  be  some  failures;  but  these  were  comparatively  few; 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  were  51  schools  in  charge  of 
teachers  who  had  no  previous  experience.  The  number  of  experi- 
enced teachers  are  increasing  each  year.  There  were  78  teachers  in 
the  county  holding  College  and  Normal  Diplomas  and  51  holding 
permanent  certificates.  This  is  a  large  increase  over  last  year  and 
the  number  will  be  greater  next  year.  Our  teachers  are  recognizing 
the  necessit}'  of  careful  preparation  for  their  work  This  is  as  it 
should  be,  it  means  better  work  and  more  thorough  teaching. 

The  greatest  need  of  our  rural  schools  is  for  closer  supervision. 
The  districts  where  there  is  a  Supervising  Principal  are  doing 
much  better  work  than  are  the  Districts  which  have  no  organization 
of  this  kind.  We  hope  the  time  will  come  when  every  district  having 
20  or  more  schools  will  have  a  supervising  principal  and  when  the 
smaller  districts  will  organize  together  and  elect  a  person  to  act  in 
this  capacity.  This  would  add  a  great  deal  to  the  efficiency  of  our 
schools. 

In  many  of  the  schools  the  attendance  was  not  what  it  should 
have  been;  this  was  caused  by  an  epidemic  of  measles  which  swept 
over  the  entire  County  and  made  it  necessary  to  close  many  of  the 
schools  for  several  weeks. 

Our  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  mid  November.  It  was 
well  attended.  The  discussions  were  timely  and  interesting.  Dr. 
Becht  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School  addressed  each  session  of 
the  Convention.  So  much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  general 
discussion  by  the  Directors  that  the  day  and  a  half  session  seemed  too 
short. 
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The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  convened  during  the  week  of 
December  13-17.  487  of  the  501  teachers  of  the  County  were  pres- 
ent. This  was  the  largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  Clearfield 
County  Institutes.  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  H.  G.  Pattengill,  and  Miss 
Sarah  Boude  Barber  furnished  the  instruction  at  the  day  sessions. 
Prof.  Jerry  March  conducted  the  music.  The  instruction  was  in- 
tensely practical.  The  evening  lecturers  were  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson, 
Strickland  W.  Gillilan  and  Mrs.  Gen.  Pickett,  the  concert  was  given 
by  Schildkrets  Hungarian  Orchestra.  The  general  verdict  at  the 
end  of  the  week  was  that  the  Institute  was  a  success  in  every  partic- 
ular. 

Eighth  Grade  examinations  were  held  through  the  County  at  the 
close  of  the  school  term.  Diplomas  were  issued  to  100  pupils  show- 
ing that  they  had  completed  the  Common  School  Branches.  Many  of 
these  will  enter  one  of  the  several  High  Schools  in  the  County  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  school  year. 

Eight  local  Institutes  were  held  at  different  places  through  the 
County.  These  proved  very  helpful  to  the  younger  teachers.  The 
discussions  were  mostly  informal  dealing  with  the  questions  that 
arise  in  the  every  day  work  of  the  school. 

Commencements  were  held  at  the  close  of  the  term  in  nearly  all 
of  the  15  High  Schools  of  the  County.  These  commencements  were 
well  attended  by  the  parents  and  patrons.  In  most  cases  the 
buildings  were  too  small  to  accommodate  the  crowd.  The  increasing 
interest  shown  in  these  meetings  proves  that  the  people  are  becoming 
more  interested  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county  and  particular- 
ly in  their  own  schools. 

As  we  look  back  over  the  year  we  feel  gratified  with  results.  We 
hope  to  make  the  next  year  more  successful  than  the  one  just  closed. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskey, 


The  year  closed  has  been  one  of  the  most  progressive  in  the  schools 
during  my  superintendency.  Our  teachers  have  been  faithful 
and  loyal  to  the  profession.  The  increased  demand  in  qualifications 
in  the  teachers  has  raised  the  standard  of  efficiency  in  the  schools. 
The  attendance  and  the  general  quality  of  the  work  done  by  the  pupils 
have  shown  great  advancement  over  last  year.  Parents  have  been 
awakened  to  the  needs  of  education  and  training  for  their  children 
and  are  co-operating  with  the  teachers.     The  school  records  show  a 
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marked  increase  in  parental  visitation.  In  every  instance  of  com- 
plaint made  against  the  teacher  by  parents  the  latter  have  con- 
fessed that  they  neither  visited  the  school  nor  conferred  with  the 
teacher. 

As  the  school  is  but  a  continuance  of  a  well  organized  home,  it 
is  a  duty  incumbent  upon  the  parents  to  visit  the  school  early  in 
the  term  to  encourage  the  teacher. 

Mothers  Visiting  Clubs  have  done  much  in  our  country  towns  to 
cement  the  school  and  the  home.  Through  the  literary  meetings  of 
the  rural  school  districts  the  school  becomes  the  center  of  usefulness. 

Local  institutes  held  throughout  the  county  continue  to  arouse 
school  sentiment.  Many  citizens  look  forward  to  these  meetings  as 
the  most  important  event  of  the  district. 

Eleven  township  and  borough  high  schools  are  now  in  operation 
in  the  county,  and  they  are  so  distributed  as  to  place  high  school 
privileges  within  the  reach  of  all.  The  teachers  of  these  schools  are 
to  be  commeneded  for  the  standard  of  excellence  attained  in  the 
school  work.     Total  number  graduated  for  the  year  closed  is  78. 

The  recent  recognition  by  the  Normal  schools  of  the  units  of  study 
completed  in  the  high  school  will  do  much  to  encourage  the  latter. 

The  educational  treat  of  the  year  was  the  Annual  Teachers'  Insti- 
tute held  December  20-24.  Nearly  every  teacher  in  the  county  was 
in  attendance.  Enthusiasm  and  good  feeling  prevailed  throughout 
the  week.  Our  day  sessions  were  well  attended,  and  the  evening 
sessions  were  packed  to  the  limit. 

The  day  instructors  were  as  follows: — Hon.  K.  M.  McNeal  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  J.  K.  Plickinger,  Dr.  Singer 
and  :\liss  Edith  A.  Peed  of  Central  State  Normal,  Dr.  Byron  W. 
King,  of  Pittsburg,  Dr.  John  W.  Perrin,  of  Cleveland,  Supt.  L.  E.  Mc- 
Ginnes,  of  Steelton.  W.  C.  Lave  served  as  Musical  Director,  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  McCloskey  presided  at  the  piano.  The  evening  ses- 
sions were  taken  by  Dr.  King,  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  Common- 
wealth Concert  Company,  and  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith. 

The  attendance  at  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Associa- 
tion held  January  12th  exceeded  any  former  year.  Howard  I.  Paint- 
er, Esq.,  of  Butler  was  the  chief  speaker  of  the  day.  His  presenta- 
tion of  the  duties,  obligations  and  relations  of  directors  to  the 
public  schools  under  their  charge  was  made  so  plain  and  emphatic 
that  it  stirred  up  great  enthusiasm  and  interest.  The  directors 
were  eager  for  information  bearing  on  school  administration.  The 
general  interest  manifested  by  our  school  directors  in  the  education 
of  the  children  is  very  praiseworthy. 

During  the  first  month  of  school  in  September  last,  fire,  by  incen- 
diarism, destroyed  the  school  building  in  Logan  borough  with  all 
its  furniture  and  books.  The  directors  made  temporary  provision 
for  the  schools  in  halls,  store-rooms,  &c. 
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This  board  is  now  erecting  a  modern  four-roomed  building.  Noyes 
township  erected  a  handsome  two-roomed  building  in  Bitumen  to 
meet  the  growing  demand  for  school  privileges. 

Avis  borough  was  compelled  by  reason  of  the  over  crowded  con- 
dition in  their  schools  to  open  an  additional  school  in  a  chapel. 

Chapman  township  organized  a  new  grammar  school  at  North 
Bend  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  their  other  schools. 

South  Kenovo  school  board  has  built  a  neat  addition  to  their  school 
building  to  accommodate  a  new  school. 

The  spirit  of  progression  has  taken  possession  of  many  of  our 
school  boards  as  is  evidenced  in  the  liberal  use  of  paint,  paper  and 
general  improvement.  Where  within  reach  of  water  systems  they 
have  piped  water  into  the  buildings  for  drinking  purposes. 

Several  new  pianos  have  been  purchased  by  high  schools,  and  five 
large  flags  were  furnished  to  rural  schools  by  "Patriotic  Order  Sons 
of  America." 

During  the  school  year  I  made  340  visits  to  the  schools  of  the 
county.  On  our  second  visit  we  were  accompanied  by  school  direc- 
tors in  several  districts. 

The  increased  number  of  Normal  school  graduates  joining  our 
teaching  force  from  year  to  year  shows  a  decided  tendency  on  the 
part  of  many  school  boards  to  increase  school  efficiency. 

A  number  of  our  lady  teachers  could  not  resist  the  tempting 
offer  of  marriage  during  the  school  term.  Articles  of  contract 
signed  are  no  bariers  to  cupid. 

With  deep  regret  I  record  the  death  of  Miss  Sara  Kirk,  one  of  our 
most  promising  young  teacher.  Her  lofty  conception  of  the 
teacher's  mission  and  unselfish  devotion  to  duty  gained  for  her  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  all  who  knew  her. 

Kenovo  borough  school  board  has  increased  its  school  term  to  nine 
months,  and  has  added  another  teacher  to  the  high  school  faculty. 
The  course  of  study  has  been  made  to  conform  to  the  state  require- 
ments for  First  Grade  school. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  have  been  voluntarily  increased  in  many 
districts  of  the  county. 

In  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  express  my  warm  appreciation  of 
the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  and 
city  of  Lock  Haven,  and  to  the  directors  for  their  loyalty  to  the 
cause  of  education. 

I  feel  myself  greatly  indebted  to  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  advice  and  help  rendered.  Also  to  the  Press  of 
the  county  whose  columns  are  always  open  to  diffuse  education. 
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COLUMBIA   COUNTY— Wm.   W.  Evans. 


If  public  opinion  can  be  relied  upon,  Columbia  County  is  making 
progress  educationally.  All  the  factors  concerned  are  working  to- 
gether in  a  spirit  which  is  bound  to  improve  the  opportunities  of 
the  children.  There  never  was  as  much  interest  in  education  among 
our  people  generally  as  at  present. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  during  the  week  following  Thanks- 
giving and  was  pronounced  a  success  by  our  teachers.  The  instruc- 
tors were  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Hon.  Robert  J.  Aley,  Hon.  H.  R.  Pattengill, 
Dr.  Arthur  Holmes  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter.  The  lecture  course 
consisted  of  The  Chicago  Glee  Club,  Dr.  J.  M.  Driver,  Alton  Packard 
and  Senator  Gore.  It  was  well  patronized  and  gave  satisfaction. 
Our  directors  held  their  meeting  on  Thursday  of  this  week,  which 
was  well  attended.  Beside  the  instructors  the  speakers  were  J.  H. 
Eisenhauer,  A.  S.  Fritz,  William  C.  Hosier,  James  E.  Smith  and 
E.  C.  Seitz.  This  meeting  was  pronounced  one  of  the  best  we  have 
ever  had. 

The  regular  annual  meeting  of  directors  was  held  in  the  Normal 
auditorium  March  19th.  The  speakers  were  J.  H.  Eisenhauer,  Dr. 
D.  J.  Waller,  J.  E.  Bloss,  William  C.  Hosier,  J.  C.  Brown,  Rev.  I.  M. 
Bachman,  Prof.  G.  E.  Wilbur  and  Prof.  Mark  Creasy.  The  great 
feature  of  the  afternoon  program  was  the  county  contest  in  spelling 
and  addition.  One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  directors  were  present, 
fifty-seven  of  whom  brought  their  wives.  The  annual  banquet  served 
by  the  Normal  School  was  highly  appreciated. 

Interest  in  our  County  Teachers  Association  is  increasing.  Seven 
regular  meetings  were  held  with  an  average  attendance  of  seventy- 
five.  The  professors  of  our  Normal  School  and  the  leading  school 
men  of  our  neighboring  cities  and  boroughs  rendered  valuable  assist- 
ance in  these  meetings  during  the  year.  Local  teachers'  meetings 
and  district  institutes  were  more  in  evidence  this  year  than  ever  be- 
fore. The  graduation  exercises  throughout  the  county  were  a 
credit  to  the  districts  in  which  they  were  held.  There  is  a  de- 
cided improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  productions  on  these  oc- 
casions, and  we  have  done  what  we  could  to  eliminate  the  plagiarism 
so  frequently  employed  by   the  graduates. 

The  work  of  our  debating  leagues  wras  very  successful  this  year. 
Over  seventy-five  debates  were  held  and  the  average  attendance  each 
month  amounted  from  two  to  three  thousand.  This  is  the  best 
scheme  we  have  found  for  educating  the  public  on  local  topics,  to 
say  nothing  of  its  effect  upon  the  individuals  who  participate  in 
the   debate.     The   questions    were: — Resolved    that   school   teachers 
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should  be  denied  the  use  of  corporal  punishment;  Kesolved  that 
school  directors  should  be  paid;  Resolved  that  education  is  more 
necessary  for  the  farmer  than  the  lawyer,  minister  or  merchant; 
Eesolved  that  school  teachers  should  be  elected  with  privilege  of 
teaching  two  terms  instead  of  one,  provided  their  first  term  in  a 
place  is  approved  by  the  County  Superintendent;  Resolved  that  all 
telephone  lines  should  be  owned  and  operated  by  the  state  govern- 
ment ;  Resolved  that  schools  would  be  more  efficient  if  they  were  con- 
trolled directly  by  a  state  board  rather  than  by  local  boards;  Re- 
solved that  our  national  government  should  adopt  a  system  of  postal 
savings  banks.  Irene  Fox,  Amerta  Helwig  and  Ruth  Fink,  pupils  of 
the  Locust  Township  high  school  won  the  county  championship. 

A  fine  frame  building  was  erected  in  Mount  Pleasant  township 
at  Canby  to  accommodate  their  groAving  high  school,  as  was  also  the 
case  in  Main  township  at  Mainville.  A  two-roomed  brick  addition 
was  made  to  the  Fifth  street  building  at  Bloomsburg  which  will  great- 
ly facilitate  the  classification  of  the  grades.  An  additional  room  was 
erected  at  Stillwater  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  a  third  teacher. 
Centralia  improved  their  school  building  greatly.  Benton  remodled 
their  building  and  made  it  strictly  modern.  The  school  house  at 
Pine  Summit  was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  every  district  there  have 
been  improvements  in  the  school  buildings.  Our  people  are  taking 
more  pride  in  their  school  premises  than  ever  before.  Perhaps  the 
greatest  change  that  has  taken  place  within  our  school  houses  is  the 
addition  of  several  hundred  fine  framed  pictures  of  good  art  sub- 
jects. 

To  stimulate  a  greater  interest  in  patriotism  the  following  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  the  teachers  and  pretty  generally  followed 
throughout  the  county.  See  that  every  child  in  this  county  knows 
our  National  hymn  "by  heart."  Teach  pupils  to  rise  whenever  it 
is  sung.  Point  out  the  lack  of  good  breeding  in  those  who  put  on 
wraps  or  rush  out  when  it  is  being  played  or  sung  as  a  concluding 
number.  Make  clear  to  every  pupil  the  significance  of  our  flag. 
Display  a  fine  flag  from  the  most  conspicuous  place  in  your  school 
room.  A  silk  flag  made  by  the  girls  of  your  school  is  preferable. 
Teacher  and  pupils  commit  the  following  salute  to  memory.  After 
the  devotional  exercises  each  morning,  have  pupils  rise,  extend  the 
hand  upward,  and  in  concert  repeat: 

O,  starry  flag,  from  heaven's  colors  born, 

To  light  the  way  of  liberty  for  men, 

To  curb  the  tyrant,   break  the  slavish  chain, 

And  sound  the  call  of  freedom  o'er  the  earth, 

Rise !  rise !  on  heaven's  breeze  to  heaven's  dome 

Unfurl  thy  glorious  colors  in  the  sky, 

Inspire  anew  in  every  heart  and  mind 

A  patriot  love  of  truth  and  home  and  native  land. 

4—8—1910 
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More  than  half  of  our  teachers  are  Normal  graduates,  and  as  a 
rule  they  are  good  teachers.  A  large  number  of  them  are  very 
efficient  and  reflect  great  credit  upon  the  faculty  of  our  Normal 
School.  The  number  of  teachers  with  provisional  license  is  fast  di- 
minishing in  tbis  county.  We  have  scarcely  any  teachers  who  have 
not  been  educated  beyond  the  common  branches.  There  is  no  longer 
a  scarcity  of  teachers  in  this  county,  so  that  directors  now  have  an 
opportunity  to  choose  the  best  from  a  number  of  applicants.  We 
have  done  what  we  could  to  break  up  the  custom  of  changing  teach- 
ers too  frequently  in  the  country  districts. 

During  the  year  we  made  three  hundred  thirty-four  visits  to  the 
schools;  we  attended  nearly  all  the  educational  meetings  and  made 
nintey-four  public  addresses.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that  we  have 
the  hearty  support  of  practically  all  the  teachers  and  directors  of 
the  county  for  which  we  are  sincerely  thankful.  This  spirit  of  co- 
operation has  inspired  us,  with  the  help  of  our  leading  teachers, 
to  undertake  many  things  which  would  otherwise  have  been  impos- 
sible. Great  credit  is  due  our  teachers,  especially  for  large  amount  of 
extra  work  they  have  so  unselfishly  done. 

The  public  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  Press  of  our  country  for  the 
liberality  of  its  editors  in  aiding  the  cause  of  education,  had  we 
hereby  extend  our  gratitude  to  the  State  Department  for  the  assist- 
ance it  has   rendered   us. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— John  D.  Goodwin. 


In  submitting  this,  my  eighth  annual  report,  it  affords  me  pleasure 
to  note  that  the  public  schools  of  Crawford  County  have  made 
commendable  progress  during  the  last  year.  They  are  in  more  pros- 
perous condition  than  ever  before.  By  comparison  with  former 
years,  the  advancement  in  every  particular  is  very  marked.  Our 
schools  are  doing  more  effective  work,  and  are  better  supported  by 
directors  and  citizens.  Better  teachers  are  demanded,  and  higher 
qualifications  required,  than  formerly.  Our  teachers  are  showing 
more  of  a  professional  spirit,  and  are  making  greater  efforts  to  im- 
prove their  own  qualifications,  and  to  advance  the  pupils  under 
their  instruction.  This  progress  is  largely  due  to  the  work  and  in- 
fluence of  our  Normal  Schools,  local  institutes,  the  county  insti- 
tute, the  grading  of  our  schools,  and  the  fact  that  our  pupils  are 
examined  at  mid-term,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  standing 
of  all  pupils  is  on  record  in  the  Superintendent's  office.  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  passed  the  spring  examination  and  were  granted 
eighth  grade  diplomas. 
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Despite  the  fact  that  the  snow  fall  of  the  winter  was  the  greatest 
ever  known  in  this  section,  the  attendance  was  better  than  any 
term  on  record.  I  visited  all  the  schools,  and  found  the  teachers 
almost  without  exception  doing  the  best  they  knew  how.  It  is  due 
to  our  teachers  to  state  that,  as  a  class,  they  are  improving  in  every 
respect.  Our  grade  has  been  raised  gradually,  and  yet  we  have  fewer 
failures  than  formerly  in  examination.  The  county  institute  was 
held  New  Year's  week.  It  was  largely  attended,  all  the 
teachers  of  the  county,  who  were  able,  being  present,  and  the  number 
of  directors,  patrons  of  the  schools,  and  those  interested  in  education, 
larger  than  ever  before.  We  always  have  aimed  to  give  our  teach- 
ers, so  far  as  our  means  would  permit,  the  benefit  of  the  best  talent 
available  as  instructors  and  lecturers,  and  we  have  succeeded  in 
establishing  a  very  fair  reputation  for  our  educational  meetings. 
Judging  from  results  in  the  work  over  the  county,  the  last  institute 
was  one  of  the  best  in  our  history. 

I  heartily  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  direct- 
ors, the  teachers,  the  press  of  the  county,  and  all  friends  of  educa- 
tion, for  their  courtesies,  co-operation  and  encouragement. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


The  schools  of  Cumberland  county  have  continued  to  make  satis- 
factory progress  under  a  system  of  education,  which  time  and  ex- 
perience have  proved  to  be  effective.  Like  a  mighty  oak,  it  has  with- 
stood the  storms  of  opposition  and  conflicting  opinions.  It  has 
yielded  to  the  pruning  and  grafting  process,  each  year  adding  new 
growth,  adapting  and  adjusting  it  to  the  changing  needs  and  de- 
mands of  the  times.  May  it  continue  to  stand  and  grow  in  the  same 
healthful  condition  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  by  the  addition  each 
year  of  something  that  will  contribute  to  its  strength  and  efficiency. 
The  public  schools  are  the  peoples'  schools.  They  should  be  not 
only  for  the  people,  but  by  the  people,  and  of  the  people;  and  any 
legislation  that  seeks  to  ignore  or  minimize  the  voice,  the  power, 
and  the  responsibility  of  the  people  is  exceedingly  dangerous  to  the 
highest  welfare  of  the  schools. 

Our  school  affairs  have  been  administered  in  accordance  with  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  times.  Salaries  of  High  School  teachers 
have  been  increased  in  many  places  from  forty  to  seventy-five  per 
cent,  and  in  many  mixed  schools  ten  to  thirty  per.  cent,  above  the 
mininum  salaries.     The  teachers  with  but  few  exceptions  have  been 
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faithful  and  effective  in  their  work.  As  a  result  of  these  favorable 
conditions  our  schools  are  accomplishing  their  mission  in  develop- 
ing an  intelligent,  honest  and  productive  citizenship.  Out  from  our 
schools  at  the  close  of  the  present  school  year,  goes  a  small  army  of 
young  men  and  women  who  are  prepared  to  contend  successfully  and 
happily  in  life's  contests,  and  who  will  prove  that  the  public  school 
system  of  the  State,  though  not  perfect,  yet  is  in  a  high  degree 
efficient  in  its  work.  A  comprehensive  view  of  the  results  of  the 
year's  efforts  on  the  part  of  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons  en- 
courages the  belief  that  our  schools  continue  the  upward  trend. 

Meetings  of  different  kinds,  all  educational  in  character,  were  held 
in  accord  with  a  definite  plan,  and  with  a  three-fold  purpose.  Meet- 
ings for  the  directors  to  help  them  in  the  administration  of  the 
schools;  meetings  for  the  teachers  to  help  them  to  do  more  efficient 
teaching;  and  the  meetings  for  the  patrons  to  bring  them  into  closer 
touch  and  sympathy  with  our  schools  which  would  result  in  more 
active   co-operation. 

The  seventh  Annual  Picnic  of  the  Teachers,  Directors  and  Patrons 
was  held  in  Boiling  Springs  Park,  Saturday,  August  21st,  1909. 
This  large  gathering  was  addressed  by  Dr.  S.  A.  Marl  in,  Principal 
of  the  C.  V.  S.  X.  S.,  and  Supt.  II.  V.  13.  Garver  of  the  Dauphin 
County  Schools.  The  addresses  were  ihoughtful  and  inspiring;  these 
together  with  the  social  feature  of  the  occassion  gave  spirit  and  im- 
petus to  the  opening  work  of  the  school-term.  Four  Local  Institutes 
and  sixteen  Sub-Local  Institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.  Methods  of  teaching,  public  school  relationships,  and  many 
other  phases  of  school-work  were  discussed,  which  impel  and  broaden 
the  teacher's  professional  study,  and  bring  to  the  parents  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  their  relation  to  the  school,  the  teacher,  and  the 
director. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  begin- 
ning November  29th,  1909.  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
Dr.  D.  A.  Harman,  Hazelton,  Pa.;  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Steelton, 
Pa.,  and  Dr.  C.  II.  Gordinier,  Shippensburg,  Pa.  were  the  instructors. 
Prof.  J  .W.  Voder.  Belleville.  Pa.  was  musical  director.  Addresses 
were  delivered  by  J.  W.  Wetzel,  Esq.,  Carlisle.  Pa.:  Prof.  E.  E. 
Brunyate,  Shippensburg.  Pa..  Prof  W.  A.  Hutchison,  Carlisle,  Pa., 
Prof.  II.  A.  Surface.  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  and  Dr.  C.  W.  Prettyman, 
Carlisle.  I'a.  The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  Hon.  George 
D.  Alden,  Boston,  The  Commonwealth  Concert  Company,  The  Vassar 
Girls  Concert  Company,  and  Ex-Gov.  Robert  B.  Glenn,  of  North 
Carolina.     All  features  of  the  Institute  were  highly  satisfactory. 

The  Cumberland  County  School  Directors'  Association  held  two 
meetings.  One  on  Thursday,  December  2nd.  in  connection  with  the 
Teachers'  Institute,  and  the  other  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting 
in  Newville,  Thursday,    Feb.   17th,  1910.     At  the  latter  meeting,  in 
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addition  to  the  speakers  chosen  from  among  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation we  had  the  pleasure  of  having  Hon.  Henry  Houck  with  us, 
who  delivered  two  of  his  characteristic  addresses,  which,  needless 
to  say,  aroused  great  enthusiasm  among  the  directors.  The  meeting 
was  well  attended  by  directors  and  patrons. 

Eighteen  pupils  graduated  from  our  Township  High  Schools, 
Fifty-two  pupils  graduated  from  our  Borough  High  Schools.  Seven- 
ty-five pupils  from  the  rural  schools  were  granted  Common  School 
Diplomas.  Three  hundred  seventeen  visits  were  made  to  the  schools, 
and  forty-two  meetings  were  attended. 

East  Pennsboro  Township  erected  a  fine  six-room  building  at 
Enola;  this  gives  that  part  of  the  Township  excellent  accommoda- 
tions. The  Directors  have  succeeded  admirably  in  providing  school 
facilities  for  the  district  with  its  rapidly  increasing  population. 

The  attendance  and  interest  in  our  schools  were  well  maintained 
during  the  year.  Over  seven-hundred  pupils  were  perfect  in  attend- 
ance and  received  Attendance  Certificates.  Visits  to  the  schools  by 
the  patrons  and  their  presence  at  educational  meetings  give  evidence 
of  a  healthy  school  sentiment.  The  year's  work  is  closed,  and  we 
hope  that  what  has  been  accomplished  may  form  a  substantial 
foundation  for  the  building  of  higher  and  more  magnificent  attain- 
ments in  the  future. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  State  Department  for  valuable  assistance 
given  during  the  year  and  to  all  other  factors  contributing  in  any 
wav  to  the  success  of  our  schools. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Garver. 


The  first  of  great  importance  that  attracted  our  attention  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year  was  the  erection  of  two  new  school 
buildings,  one  in  Upper  Swatara  township  and  one  in  Wiconisco 
township.  The  directors  of  these  two  districts  proceeded  in  the 
proper  way  by  selecting  very  good  sites,  proper  plans  and  specifica- 
tions for  their  respective  buildings,  and  were  careful  to  see  that  the 
buildings  were  constructed  so  as  to  be  properly  ventilated  and 
sanitated. 

A  very  important  move  was  inaugurated  by  four  of  our  rural  dis- 
tricts by  installing  what  is  called  the  "Waterbury  System"  of  heating 
and  ventilating  one  roomed  schools.  I  say  important  because  of  the 
fact  that  the  teachers  of  all  schools  in  which  this  system  was  placed 
have  nothing  but  praise  for  it.  The  stove  will  soon  be  a  thing  of  the 
past  in  our  schools  and  let  us  all  rejoice  when  it  goes. 
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Our  patrons  and  school  officials  are  learning  that  the  lowest  sal- 
aried teachers  are  the  most  expensive  in  the  end.  We  have  very  few 
teachers  who  have  not  attended  some  preparatory  school  and  I  am 
glad  to  report  that  the  majority  of  them  know  that  the  State  Normal 
school  is  the  proper  place  to  prepare  for  teaching. 

Many  of  our  districts  have  regular  teachers'  meetings  to  which  the 
public  is  occasionally  invited.  In  these  districts  not  only  the  direct- 
ors and  teachers  know  what  is  being  accomplished  but  the  patrons 
and  the  people  interested  in  education  know  as  well.  With  a  few 
teachers  these  meetings  are  very  unpopular.  Where  shall  we  classify 
them?     Are  they  or  are  they  not  in  the  proper  sphere? 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  enrollment  of  tbree  hundred  sixty-six  (366).  Judging  by  the 
interest  manifested,  the  comments  of  the  papers,  and  friends  of 
education  and  the  inspiration  which  the  teachers  took  with  them  to 
their  school  rooms — -the  institute  was  a  success. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  two  meetings,  one  during  week  of 
institute  in  the  Senate  Caucus  room  in  the  Capitol,  Harrisburg,  and 
one  at  Hershey,  February  ISth  and  19th.  These  meetings  were 
better  attended  than  ever  before.  Generally  speaking  the  directors 
are  taking  more  interest  in  the  schools  of  their  immediate  districts 
and  thereby  are  accomplishing  very  much  good. 

All  the  local  institutes  held  during  this  term  were  a  success. 
Those  meetings  wore  well  attended  and  much  good  accomplished  by 
arousing  public  opinion  in  favor  of  better  education  for  the  children. 

We  were  confronted  by  quite  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  fever  in  the 
maglignant  form  in  a  few  districts  and  the  schools  were  closed  by  the 
Health  Department  of  the  State.  When  the  directors  saw  that  it 
might  be  impossible  for  them  to  have  their  schools  open  for  the  mini- 
mum term  required  by  law,  they  became  alarmed  concerning  their 
share  of  the  State  appropriation.  We  looked  into  the  subject  and 
found  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  School  law  which  would  allow  the 
State  Superintendent  to  pay  such  districts  their  share  of  the  State 
appropriation. 

We  have  at  present  thirteen  high  schools  classified  under  the 
High  School  Act  of  1!J07,  four  (4)  Township  High  schools  and  nine 
(9)  Borough  High  Schools  at  the  following  places: — Derry  town- 
ship, Elizabethville,  Halifax,  Highspire,  Hummelstown,  Lykens,  Mil- 
Lersburg,  Oberlin,  Penbrook,  Royal  ton,  Wiconisco,  Williams  and 
Williamstown. 

The  high  schools  are  doing  good  work  but  could  and  would  be 
doing  much  better  work  were  they  closer  supervised  and  taught  by 
trained  and  experienced  teachers.  Closer  supervision  of  our  schools 
is  a  very  important  subject  and  should  be  cautiously  and  carefully 
considered  at  the  next  session  of  the  State  Legislature. 
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111  conclusion  we  wish  to  thank  the  publications  of  the  county  for 
their  assistance  by  publishing  items  of  interest  to  our  schools,  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  advice  and  timely  sug- 
gestions, and  the  patrons  and  friends  of  education  for  their  assistance 
to  make  our  schools  what  they  are.  We  hope  with  your  continued 
assistance  to  make  our  schools  better  each  year. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


During  the  school  term  that  has  just  closed,  I  have  visited  two 
hundred  eighty-three  regular  teachers  and  five  special  teachers, 
making  five  hundred  eighty-seven  visits.  All  of  the  schools  were 
visited  twice  and  a  number  of  them  three  times.  Twenty-five  dis- 
tricts in  the  county  have  a  nine  months'  term,  seven  have  a  nine 
and  a  half  months'  school  term  and  seven  districts  have  a  ten  months' 
school  term  making  an  average  school  term  for  the  county  of  nine 
and  twenty-seven  hundredths  months.  Of  the  two  hundred  eighty- 
three  teachers  employed,  one  hundred  fifty-five  are  graduates  of  Nor- 
mal schools  and  twenty-six  are  college  graduates. 

Aldan,  Upper  Chichester,  Concord,  Upper  Darby  and  Morton  each 
employed  one  teacher  less  than  the  previous  year.  Haverford  town- 
ship employed  three  additional  teachers.  Norwood,  Prospect  Park, 
Ridley  Park  and  Nether  Providence,  one  each  and  Swarthmore,  two. 

Upper  Darby  completed  the  erection  of  two  quite  attractive  gram- 
mar school  buildings  had  occupied  them  for  the  first  time  early  in 
The  spring.  They  are  built  of  a  good  quality  of  light  colored  stone 
and  contain  large,  cheerful  class  rooms  well  fitted  up  for  school  pur- 
poses. In  addition,  each  building  has  a  comfortable  auditorium 
which  may  be  used  for  public  exercises  by  the  schools.  The  heating 
arrangements  are  the  finest  that  could  be  provided.  In  every  way 
they  are  model  school  buildings.  The  directors  of  Haverford  town- 
ship built  a  substantial  addition  to  the  Chestnutwold  school  building. 
It  contains  four  very  well  lighted  rooms.  The  addition  was  built  to 
accommodate  the  high  school  and  is  very  well  suited  for  its  needs.  It 
was  occupied  early  in  the  year.  The  Lansdowne  school  board 
also  built  a  large  addition  to  their  school  building  to  enable  them 
to  better  care  for  their  high  school.  It  contains  comfortable  rooms, 
suitably  fitted  up  for  each  department  of  the  high  school.  One  room 
is  specially  planned  and  equipped  for  the  work  in  art.  Pleasing 
offices  are  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  principal.  These  new  ac- 
commodations have  been  needed  for  some  time  and  are  greatly  ap- 
preciated by  teachers  and  pupils. 
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The  directors  of  Eddystone  borough  decided  to  open  a  high  school 
and  provided  a  two  year's  course  of  study.  The  attendance  was  not 
so  encouraging  as  was  hoped  for.  In  Eutledge  borough,  the  school 
board  added  the  fourth  year's  work  to  their  high  school  course  and 
graduated  their  first  class  in  June. 

The  school  directors  of  Upper  Chichester  and  Morton  decided  to 
abandon  their  high  schools  because  of  the  small  number  in  attend- 
ance. 

Special  teachers  in  vocal  music  are  now  employed  in  the  following 
districts:  Alden,  Clifton  Heights,  Collingdale,  Haverford,  Lans- 
downe,  Media,  Nether  Providence  and  Swarthmore.  Lansdowne, 
Media,  Nether  Providence  and  Swarihmore  have  special  teachers 
employed  to  teach  drawing.  The  school  board  of  Nether  Providence 
took  under  their  care  a  kindergarten  which  had  been  organized  by  the 
Home  and  School  Association  of  South  Media.  It  had  an  attendance 
of  fifteen  to  twenty  scholars. 

The  school  board  of  Swarthmore  abandoned  the  commercial  course 
which  had  been  a  par!  of  their  school  curriculum  for  some  years.  A 
small  number  of  the  students  seemed  to  be  interested  in  this  branch 
of  the  high  school  work  and  that  is  the  reason  assigned  for  their  ac- 
tion. 

Parents  and  Teachers'  Assm  iations  have  been  formed  in  Aldan, 
Collingdale,  Colwyn,  Glenolden,  Lansdowne,  Media,  Prospect  Park, 
Ridley  Park,  Sharon  Hill  and  Swarthmore.  Several  meetings  were 
held  during  the  year  in  each  place  and  the  teachers  feel  that  much 
good  has  come  from  these  conferences. 

The  borough  of  Millbourne  was  created  out  of  the  eastern  section 
of  the  township  of  Upper  Darby.  The  borough  is  small  and  there 
are  only  a  few  children  of  school  age  within  its  limits.  The  directors 
have  been  duly  elected,  have  organized  and  are  planning  for  the 
proper  education  of  the  children  under  their  care. 

The  school  directors  of  Yeadon  gave  their  third  annual  course  of 
illustrated  lectures  free  to  the  patrons  and  scholars  of  their  schools. 

The  county  teachers'  institute  was  divided  into  three  sections 
holding  two  periods  each  in  the  morning.  This  proved  more  satisfac- 
tory than  the  method  of  the  year  before  which  undertook  too  much 
work.  The  institute  met  in  the  morning  for  opening  exercises  and 
in  the  afternoon  for  general  educational  addresses. 

The  annual  directors'  convention  was  held  in  Media,  on  Thursday, 
March  tenth.  The  attendance  was  large  and  the  directors  expressed 
themselves  as  well  pleased  with  the  program.  Dr.  Edwin  E.  Sparks, 
President  of  State  College  spoke  both  morning  and  afternoon  and 
Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  Harrisburg,  spoke 
in  the  afternoon.  Not  the  least  pleasing  feature  of  the  program  was 
the  singing  of  the  scholars  of  the  Media  high  school.  Mr.  N.  F.  Heck- 
ler of  the  Colwyn  school  board  gave  a  very  helpful  and  interesting  re- 
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port  of  the  meeting  of  the  State  Directors'  Association  which  he 
attended  in  Harrisburg  as  a  delegate.  From  this  report  we  may 
gather  that  the  schools  of  the  county  are  making  suitable  progress 
and  much  credit  is  due  the  directors  and  teachers  for  the  intelligent 
thought  and  effort  they  give  to  the  important  work  committed  to 
their  care. 


ELK  COUNTY— J  W.  Sweeney. 


The  past  school  year  has  been  one  of  general  progress  in  Elk  County, 
for  the  interest  taken  by  parents,  teachers,  directors,  the  public  and 
the  press  was  of  the  most  helpful  character,  thus  stimulating  the 
superintendent  and  all  factors  in  the  cause,  to  their  best  efforts. 

Teachers. 

The  teaching  corps  of  the  year  was  perhaps  the  most  efficient  in 
the  history  of  our  connection  with  the  schools  of  the  county.  With 
very  few  exceptions  teachers  took  an  active  interest  in  educational 
meetings  and  in  the  professional  reading  course,  and  as  would  be  ex- 
pected, the  children  enjoyed  superior  advantages. 

The  supervisory  officers  in  our  boroughs  and  townships,  were  men 
of  the  highest  character  and  professional  skill — men  whose  leadership 
inspired  teachers  and  pupils  to  their  best  efforts  and  the  patrons 
to  a  loyal  support  of  the  schools. 

Directors. 

The  school  directors  of  Elk  County,  are  the  leading  professional, 
business  and  industrial  men  in  the  several  sections  of  the  county, 
and  their  ability,  interest  and  integrity  is  most  noticeable  in  school 
affairs. 

These  directors  are  as  a  rule,  men  who  receive  fair  salaries  for 
filling  responsible  positions,  and  they  realize  the  value  of  expert 
teachers  and  appreciate  the  importance  of  securing  and  retaining  the 
service  of  high  class  teachers  even  at  advanced  salaries. 

School  Buildings. 

As  would  be  expected  with  progressive  officers,  great  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  improvement  of  school  facilities  of  every  nature, 
especially  to  school  buildings  with  particular  thought  to  con- 
venience, sanitation,  comfort  and  decoration  and  as  a  consequence 
suitable  houses  with  well  kept  grounds  and  surroundings  are  the 
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rule.  During  the  year  Eidgway  Borough  erected  a  magnificent 
modern  high  school  building,  one  of  the  best  appointed  in  the  state, 
and  also  completed  a  modern  four  room  ward  building,  both  of  which 
are  complete  in  every  detail, — ornaments  to  our  county. 

Horton  Township  remodeled  and  enlarged  the  township  high  school 
building  at  Brockport,  to  meet  the  demands  of  their  growing  high 
school  and  they  also  enlarged  another  of  their  graded  school  build- 
ings. Jay  Township  completed  a  modern  township  high  school  build- 
ing at  Weedville;  and  the  several  other  boroughs  and  townships  im- 
proved the  school  properties  until  we  measure  up  well  with  the  school 
requirements  of  the   State,  and  of  the  times. 

Attendance. 

The  attendance  for  all  classes  of  schools,  was  up  to  our  usual  high 
standard,  the  school  boards  making  provisions  for  the  strict  en- 
forcement of  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  all  tending  to  dispel 
ignorance.  The  attendance  at  our  several  borough  and  township 
high  schools,  was  especially  gratifying.  The  borough  high  schools 
at  St.  Marys,  Eidgway  and  Johnsonburg,  besides  having  provisions 
for  preparing  students  for  college  or  for  going  out  into  life,  have  each 
an  up-to-date  commercial  department  where  young  men  and  women 
are  equipped  to  hold  positions  of  responsibility. 

The  township  high  school  continues  to  grow  in  popularity  aud 
accordingly  in  size,  affording  young  people  in  the  smaller  towns  and 
rural  communities  opportunities  for  securing  a  practical  education, 
including  a  knowledge  of  elementary  agriculture. 

Local  Supervision. 

Perhaps  the  one  thing  that  has  done  most  to  place  the  schools  of 
Elk  county,  on  a  high  plane,  is  efficient  local  supervision.  In  ad- 
dition to  our  three  boroughs  all  of  which  have  expert  educators  who 
give  their  entire  time  to  supervision,  most  of  our  township  schools 
have  some  form  of  local  supervision,  thus  reducing  waste  in  time 
and  material  to  a  minimum  and  producing  conditions  among  par- 
ents, teachers  and  pupils  that  admit  of  good  educational  results. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Eidgway,  in  the 
week  preceeding  the  Christmas  holidays  aud  was  a  most  satisfactory 
meeting.  The  instructors,  each  a  master  in  his  line,  were  Dr.  S.  E. 
Shear,  of  New  York;  Dr.  I.  N.  Woodley,  of  New  Jersey;  Prof.  Smith 
Eurnham,  of  West  Chester,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  Chas.  A.  Dobson,  of  Grove 
City   College. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Elk  County  Association  of  School 
Directors,  was  held  in  January  and  from  a  standpoint  of  attendance 
and  interest,  was  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county.   Dr.  Edwin  Sparks, 
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President  of  State  College  and  Supt.  Charles  Lose,  of  Williamsport, 
addressed  the  directors  on  timely  topices  which  together  with  a 
strong  program  by  the  members,  made  it  a  most  profitable  event. 

Local  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings,  arranged  for  by  the  super- 
visory officers  and  attended  by  practically  all  the  teachers,  the  super- 
intendent, the  directors  and  a  large  number  of  patrons,  continue  to 
arouse  great  interest  and  have  been  great  agencies  for  good  during 
the  year.  The  evening  sessions  in  lecture  form  were  quite  general 
and  drew  large  crowds  who  appeared  to  be  pleased  and  instructed. 

The  graduating  exercises  at  the  close  of  the  course  in  all  our 
borough  and  township  high  schools,  attract  large  numbers  of  interest- 
ing patrons,  who  admire  the  work  of  the  young  people.  These  meet- 
ings are  productive  of  great  good  for  they  afford  an  occassion  when 
the  superintendent  or  others  may  bring  before  the  public  educational 
questions   for   reflection. 

Co-operation. 

The  continued  and  ascending  co-operation  of  all  the  educational 
factors  in  the  county,  is  a  condition  that  means  much  for  progress. 
Each  year  brings  us  a  better  educational  force,  whose  interest, 
harmony  and  assistance  has  increased  the  efficiency  and  pleasure  of 
our  work  and  we  extend  to  them  all,  including  the  supervisory  officers, 
the  teachers,  the  students,  the  directors,  the  public,  the  press  and  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  our  sincere  thanks. 


EKIE  COUNTY— I.  H.  Eussell. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  this  school  year  I  am  well  pleased  with 
the  progress  that  I  note,  and  the  educatioinal  spirit  that  seems  to 
prevail   throughout    the   county. 

The  patrons  generally  are  demanding  better  schools,  the  directors 
have  invariably  given  me  their  support  and  by  their  assistance  I  am 
endeavoring  to  advance  the  standard  of  efficiency  of  my  teachers. 
Fewer  inexperienced  teachers  and  fewer  teachers  holding  provisional 
certificates  have  been  employed  than  for  the  year  1908-9.  The  number 
of  Normal  School  and  College  graduates  has  increased  materially, 
and  with  few  exceptions  the  teachers  who  are  not  graduates  of  nor- 
mal schools  have  had  some  normal  training.  More  teachers  entered 
the  examination  for  permanent  certificates  than  for  many  years  and 
more  were  successful. 
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Two  new  brick  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  in 
Summit  and  Elk  Creek  townships,  a  new  borough  High  School  build- 
ing is  now  in  process  of  erection  in  Girard  to  cost  some  $40,000,  and 
North  East  borough  has  purchased  a  site  for  a  new  High  School 
building  with  ample  play  ground  at  a  cost  of  |12,000. 

A  large  number  of  the  rural  school  houses  have  received  ex- 
tensive repairs  during  the  year  while  others  have  been  painted  on  the 
outside  or  had  the  walls  re-decorated  adding  greatly  to  the  appear- 
ance and  value  of  the  property. 

The  visit  of  High  School  Inspector  Hertzog  was  much  appre- 
ciated and  a  source  of  considerable  good,  as  he  was  able  to  explain 
many  conditions  in  courses  of  study  and  requirements  for  appro- 
priation that  were  not  generally  understood  by  principals  and  di- 
rectors. Two  borough  and  two  township  high  schools  have  been 
dropped  from  our  list,  not  being  able  to  maintain  the  required  num- 
ber of  teachers  or  to  secure  the  minimum  number  of  pupils,  but  Erie 
county  still  has  sixteen  High  Schools  doing  excellent  work  and  en- 
titled to  state  aid. 

Our  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  August  30 — Sept.  3,  with  a  nearly 
perfect  attendance.  The  instructors  were  Chas.  II.  Albert,  Blooms- 
burg,  Pa.,  C.  T.  McFarlane,  Brockport,  N.  Y.,  Mrs.  Anna  Botsford 
Comstock,  Cornell  University,  Mrs.  Carrie  IJecord,  Fredonia  and 
some  assistance  from  Edinboro  State  Normal  School.  Great  stress 
was  put  upon  the  subject  of  geography,  and  the  work  of  the  year 
shows  a  decided  benefit  derived  from  the  Institute  instruction. 

The  directors'  convention  was  held  Sept.  1,  and  was  attended  by 
150  of  the  210  directors  of  the  county. 

I  have  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  once  during  the  year  and 
a  very  few  twice,  making  in  all  357  visits  ranging  from  a  half  hour 
to  a  half  day  in  length. 

I  find  many  of  the  eigth  grade  graduates  entirely  unprepared  for 
high  school  work  and  as  a  consequence  high  school  graduates  often 
find  themselves  unable  to  pass  an  examination  upon  the  common 
branches  for  a  provisional  certificate.  I  have  given  this  mailer  care- 
ful thought,  and  am  convinced  that  a  minimum  school  term  of  eight 
months  would  furnish  considerable  relief,  that  in  the  seven  months  dis- 
tricts many  of  the  pupils  should  spend  nine  3  ears  in  the  grades  and 
that  grade  teachers  themselves  should  have  a  more  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  common  branches. 

My  greatest  ambition  for  the  future  shall  be  to  see  mo;e  thorough 
work  done  in  the  grades  of  the  rural  schools  and  to  see  a  longer 
school  term  wTherever  it  seems  possible  that  children  in  the  country 
may  have  advantages  equal  to  those  in  borough  and  city  districts. 

In  closing  I  would  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  teachers  and 
directors  throughout  the  county  for  their  generous  support,  and  to  the 
State  Department  for  many  favors  rendered. 
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FAYETTE  COUNTY— G.  C.  Lewellyn. 


The  work  done  the  past  year  is  now  a  matter  of  history.  The 
schools  were  disturbed  to  a  certain  extent  owing  to  an  epidemic  of 
small-pox  in  several  districts  of  the  county.  In  this  the  directors 
were  very  prompt  in  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  whole,  were  interested  in  their  work.  There  are 
always  some  who  seem  to  think  that  the  schools  are  kept  open  and 
maintained  for  their  own  special  benefit.  We  have  many  excellent 
Teachers  in  the  county,  both  male  and  female,  'who  are  honest,  ener- 
getic, and  faithful  workers  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  who  are 
still  trying  to  become  more  proficient.  But  while  we  have  these,  we 
have  some  who  think  they  know  enough,  and  consequently  make  no 
preparation  for  the  work  from  one  year  to  the  next  save,  perhaps,  a 
few  days  of  review  previous  to  taking  an  examination.  This  is 
evident  from  the  manner  in  which  we  found  them  conducting  their 
recitations  and  from  the  general  management  of  their  schools,  as 
well  as  from  the  amount  of  information  they  are  found  to  possess  at 
the  annual  examination.  Others  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  having 
spent  a  term  or  two  at  some  State  Normal  School,  depending  upon 
that  to  carry  them  through  and  secure  for  them  a  good  certificate. 

Scholarship  and  experience  do  not  always  indicate  the  successful 
teacher,  but  they  are  so  essential  to  true  success,  that  those  employed, 
lacking  these  qualifications,  are  much  more  likely  to  fail  than  to 
succeed. 

A  teacher  doing  successful  work  should  never  be  discarded.  The 
teacher's  position  should  be  as  secure  as  that  of  the  employee,  and 
that  teacher  should  feel  that  his,  or  her  election  is  sure.  Permanency 
in  these  positions  will  insure  better  work  in  every  particular.  We 
are  glad  to  report  that  the  tendency  is  to  retain  the  good  teachers. 
Our  observation  is  that  districts  adhering  to  this  rule  generally  have 
the  best  schools. 

Teachers  are  partly  responsible  for  this  lack  of  permanency.  It  is 
not  uncommon  for  one  teacher  to  apply  for  a  school  in  several  dis- 
tricts in  the  same  year.  They  want  the  best  salaries  that  can  be 
secured,  no  matter  to  what  inconvenience  school  boards  or  schools  may 
be  put.  They  will,  without  sufficient  notice  to  the  school  board, 
often  without  satisfactoiy  reason  for  so  doing,  resign  and  go  else- 
where to  teach.  We  are  not  opposed  to  their  bettering  their  financial 
condition,  but  denounce  the  manner  in  which  it  is  sometimes  ac 
complished. 
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Of  the  six  hundred  sixty-two  teachers  who  taught  in  the  county,  not 
including  Uniontown  and  Connellsville,  twenty-five  were  college 
graduates,  seventy-seven  were  graduates  of  State  Normal  Schools, 
one  hundred  thirty-three  held  permanent  certificates,  and  forty-six 
held  professional  certificates.  Eighteen  public  examinations  were 
held.     Seven  hundred  sixty-five  applicants  appeared  for  examination. 

Five  hundred  sixteen  received  provisional  certificates  and  forty-six 
received  professional  certificates,  while  two  hundred  three  were  re- 
jected. "The  Becitation"'  by  Hamilton  and  ''Teaching  a  District 
School"'  by  Dinsmore  were  used  as  a  basis  for  the  examination  in 
Theory  of  Teaching.  Two  examinations,  one  in  March  and  one  in 
April,  were  given  to  all  pupils  who  completed  the  county  course  of 
study.  All  who  passed  the  examination,  including  Algebra  and 
Civil  Government,  were  granted  diplomas  and  those  who  passed  in 
all  branches  but  these  two  were  granted  certificates.  Any  pupil 
receiving  a  diploma  or  a  certificate  will  be  admitted  to  high  school. 
The  committees  conducting  these  examinations  were  composed  mainly 
of  high  school  principals.  Eighty-eight  diplomas  and  one  hundred 
nineteen  certificates  were  issued. 

There  are  now  twelve  high  schools  in  the  county  and  all  are  do- 
ing substantial  work.  One  thing  must  be  kept  before  the  public,  and 
that  is  that  the  high  schools  are  not  training  schools  for  teachers.  A 
mistaken  idea  seems  to  prevail  in  some  localities  that  graduates  are 
prepared  for  teachers.  But  the  high  schools  are  only  in  their  in- 
fancy and  when  their  real  purpose  is  once  fully  realized,  then  those 
graduates  who  desire  to  become  teachers  will  be  required  to  enter 
some  State  Normal  School  and  receive  that  much  needed  training 
so  essential  to  good  teaching.  Another  matter  of  importance  is  the 
qualification  for  high  school  entrance.  In  the  over  anxiety  to 
strengthen  the  high  schools,  too  much  attention  may  be  given  to  the 
number  of  students  instead  of  their  qualifications. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  almost  every  district  of  the  county. 
The  attendance,  interest,  and  good  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  teachers, 
directors,  and  patrons  were  better  than  ever  before.  In  a  number 
of  districts  the  attendance  was  made  compulsory,  the  teachers  be- 
ing fined  if  they  did  not  attend  and  take  part  in  the  work  of  the 
program.  A  reasonable  excuse  would  always  remit  the  fine.  There 
were  some  objections  to  the  compulsory  feature,  but  there  were  more 
things  to  commend  than  to  condemn.  It  insured  a  large  attendance 
of  the  teachers.  It  stimulated  those  upon  the  program  to  prepare 
themselves  for  whatever  work  they  had  to  do,  and  brought  to  the  in- 
stitute all  the  timid  teachers  who  otherwise  would  have  stayed  away. 
The  county  institute  was  never  better.  Too  much  cannot  be  said 
of  the  most  helpful,  most  inspiring,  and  best  attended  educational 
meeting  ever  held  in  the  county.  Seven  hundred  fifty-two  teachers 
were  present  every  day.     No  one  desired  to  miss  a  session.     The  in- 
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struction  was  all  practical  and  well  received.  The  following  were 
the  day  instructors:  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  A.  E. 
Winship,  Boston,  Mass.;  Dr.  Frank  B.  Willis,  Ada,  Ohio;  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  Sec.  Internal  Affairs,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Mrs.  Sue 
Brooke  Rutherfoord,  of  Pittsburg,  was  the  soloist  for  the  week.  Her 
popularity  increased  with  the  sessions  of  the  institute.  Mrs.  Carrie 
Waggoner  Eckels  was  the  pianist.  No  mention  need  be  made  of  her 
work  more  than  to  say  that  she  has  been  with  us  for  the  last  five 
years.  Prof.  Jerry  March,  of  Philadelphia,  was  with  us  and  had 
charge  of  the  music.  To  show  our  appreciation  of  him  and  his  work, 
we  have  retained  him  for  the  institute  of  1910.  A  new  feature  in  the 
music  role  was  the  services  of  a  six-piece  orchestra  on  the  platform 
during  all  music  drills.  The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by 
the  Rogers-Grilley  Company  and  the  College  Singing  Girls.  The 
lecturers  were  Hon.  J.  Adam  Bede,  of  Minnesota,  and  Hon.  Thomas 
P.  Gore,  TJ.  S.  Senator  from  Oklahoma. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  in  the 
First  M.  E.  Church  during  the  week  of  the  institute.  The  sessions 
lasted  for  two  days.  A  very  successful  meeting  it  was  too.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected:  President,  John  A.  Armstrong,  of  Con- 
nellsville;  First  Vice  President,  Dr.  R.  T.  Gribble,  of  Fairchance; 
Second  Vice  President,  James  M.  Murtland,  of  Lower  Tyrone;  Treas- 
urer, William  A.  Edmiston,  of  Brownsville;  Secretary,  Joseph  W. 
Miller,  of  Jefferson.  These  were  selected  as  delegates  to  the  State 
Convention:  Bert  J.  Thomas,  Connellsville ;  William  J.  Coleman, 
Springhill;  John  Antram,  New  Salem;  J.  H.  Honsaker,  Mason  town; 
W.  S.  Craft,  Luzerne;  Charles  B.  Franks,  Dunbar.  Below  is  the 
program  for  the  sessions  of  the  meeting. 

PROGRAM 


WEDNESDAY,  DEC.  22,  9:30  a.  m. 

Devotional  Exercises,   Rev.  W.  M.  Ryan 

Remarks  by  the  President,  Biddle  Hornbeck 

Reading  Minutes  of  Last  Meeting, Virgil  C.  Hess 

Report  of  Treasurer, John  H.  Prinkey 

Report  of  Delegates  to  State  Convention, George  L.  Moore 

Appointing  of  Committees, President 

DISCUSSION. 

Distribution  of  Supplies,  J.  H.  Prinkey,  Warren  Christner,  Garrett 
Emme;  Adoption  of  Text-books,  G.  W.  Maust,  Charles  Douglass,  J. 
W.  Campbell;  Protection  of  School  Property,  John  B.  Frasher,  Chas. 
B.  Franks,  Dr.  L.  T.  Arensberg. 
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ADDRESS. 

How  can  Directors  Help  the  Schools:  (a)  Visits,  (b)  Teachers. 
(c)  Grounds Dr.  George  W.  Gerwig. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION— 1 :30 

Directors  will  meet  with  the  teachers  in  the  Institute.  The  first 
three  rows  of  seats  will  be  occupied  by  all  visiting  directors. 

EVENING  SESSION— 7:30 

Grand  Opera  House. 

Grand  Opera  House  Orchestra. 7:30  to  8:15 

Solo,   Mrs.  Sue  Brooke  Rutherfoord 

LECTURE— 8:20 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  Jefferson  Davis. Senator  Thomas  P.  Gore. 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  23—9:30  A.  M. 
Devotional  Exercises,   Rev.  W.  M.  Ryan 

Discussions. 

Is  it  fair  to  make  townships  pay  for  the  high  school  education  of  a 
child  not  qualified  to  receive  it?  \V.  J.  Coleman,  E.  V.  Ledbeater, 
J  11.  Honsaker;  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Schools,  Dr.  B.  T.  Gribble, 
Dr.  <;.  W.  Gallagher,  Dr.  J.  H.  Hazlett. 

Address. 
The  Three  H's  in  Education,  Dr.  George  TV.  Gerwig. 

QUIRIES. 
AFTERNOON  SESSION— 1:30  P.  M. 

Remarks  by  President Biddle  Hornbeck. 

Reports  of  Committees. 

Election:  1st,  Officers;  2nd,  Delegates  to  State  Convention. 

Miscellaneous  Business. 

These  districts  erected  new  buildings:  Luzerne,  two  large  frame 
houses;  George,  one  four  room  frame  house:  Belle  Vernon,  a  four 
room  brick  addition  ;  Springhill,  one  frame  house;  Nicholson,  one  two 
room  frame  house,  and  a  brick  addition :  Menallen,  one  frame  house; 
German,  one  two  room  frame  house ;  Redstone,  two  four  room  frame 


No.  6.  FOREST  COUNTY.  G5 

houses,  and  one  two  room  frame  house;  Brownsville,  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  modern  brick  buildings  in  the  state.  This  cost  $80,000  and 
is  ready  for  occupancy. 

These  new  buildings  were  fitted  up  with  the  best  furniture,  mostly 
with  single  seats.  In  a  large  number  of  houses,  old  blackboards 
were  replaced  by  natural  slate  ones,  an  example  that  should  be  fol- 
lowed wherever  new  ones  are  needed. 

In  a  number  of  districts  the  school  grounds  were  graded  and 
beautified  to  some  extent.  This  is  deserving  of  mention  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  will  stimulate  others  to  begin  the  good  work.  If  direct- 
ors would  consider  the  good  done  to  the  pupils  by  having  them  come 
in  contact  with  beautiful  and  healthful  surroundings,  it  would  be 
but  a  few  years  until  school  grounds  would  correspond  with  school 
buildings. 

We  feel  that  the  year's  work  has  been  productive  of  much  good 
and  we  look  forward  to  the  coming  year  to  be  the  best  in  the  school 
history  of  the  county.  We  desire  to  express  our  sincere  appreciation 
for  the  many  courtesies  shown  us  by  the  teachers,  directors,  press, 
and  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


FOBEST  COUNTY— D.  W.  Morrison. 


In  placing  before  you  a  brief  report  of  the  work  of  the  schools  of 
Forest  county,  we  do  so  with  the  belief  that  progress  has  been  made, 
and  the  year's  work  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  exceedingly  deep  snows  of  the  winter  interfered  to  some  extent 
with  the  attendance,  and  in  many  instances  interrupted  the  term.  A 
scourge  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  Brookston  schools  delayed  the  work  in 
that  place  several  weeks. 

Very  decided  improvements  have  been  made  in  many  places  in 
cleaning,  improving,  and  beautifying  the  school  grounds.  Many 
buildings  have  been  materially  improved.  A  great  deal  of  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  schools  was  shown  by  the  patrons,  directors,  and 
teachers.  The  educational  sentiment  of  the  county  continues  to 
grow.  We  see  continued  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  work 
of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The  attitude  of  the  great  body  of 
teachers  is  toward  constant  self-improvement,  and  this  office  is  doing 
its  utmost  to  encourage  all  such  movements.  Three  Summer 
Schools  for  Teachers  have  been  in  progress  within  the  county  during 
the  year,  with  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  thirty  student-teachers. 
5—6—1910 
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The  annual  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the  court 
house,  Tionesta,  Pa.,  June  15-16,  1909.  Ex-County  Superintendent 
Howard  I.  Painter,  of  Butler,  Pa.,  gave  three  excellent  addresses. 
Very  interesting  discussions  were  the  outcome  of  every  session. 

The  anual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Tionesta,  dur- 
ing the  week  of  October  18.  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Dr. 
J.  Kussell  Smith,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  S.  J.  Pres- 
ton, Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  Hon.  Eeed  P>.  Teitrick,  Deputy  Supt.  of 
Public  Instruction  were  the  instructors.  The  sessions  were  highly 
interesting  and  profitable  to  the  teachers  and  to  the  patrons. 

The  Forest  County  Teachers'  Association  held  six  meetings  during 
the  term  that  were  well  attended,  and  great  interest  was  taken  in 
the  discussions.  The  evening  feature  of  one  of  these  meetings  was 
an  old  fashioned  '"spelling  bee"  in  which  more  than  forty  contested 
for  honors. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  are  getting  on  good  footing.  Hick- 
ory township  graduated  a  class  of  seven,  Tionesta  borough  and  Jenks 
township  each,  a  class  of  eight. 

Seven  examinations  were  held  during  the  year.  Ninety-two  ap- 
plicants were  examined.  Only  twelve  failing  to  qualify.  Twelve 
profesional  certificates  were  granted.  A  class  of  twelve  non-resident 
pupils  successfully  passed  the  Tionesta  High  School  entrance  ex- 
aminations. 

Ninety-four  schools  were  in  operation  during  the  year,  an  increase 
of  four  over  the  previous  year,  and  two  hundred  thirty-five  visits 
made. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— Lewis  Edgar  Smith. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed  9380  pupils  were  enrolled  in 
the  schools  of  the  county,  exclusive  of  Chambersburg  and  Waynesboro. 
The  attendance  for  the  most  part  was  good  and  far  exceeded  in 
regularity  that  of  last  year.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  win- 
ter was  a  cold  one  and  travel  on  our  public  roads  difficult,  the 
teachers  report  a  large  number  of  pupils  whose  attendance  was 
perfect.  It  has  been  a  constant  effort  on  our  part  to  attempt  to  stir 
up  parents,  directors,  teachers  and  pupils  to  the  importance  of  reg- 
ular attendance.  Teachers  who  have  the  education  of  the  child  at 
heart  can  do  much  in  getting  the  children  to  school  regularly,  and 
in  mam-  cases  the  regularity  of  attendance  is  due  more  to  effort  of 
the  teacher  than  the  persistence  of  the  parent. 
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During  the  term  we  visited  all  the  schools  once  and  a  number  of 
them  several  times.  With  few  exceptions  we  found  the  work  being 
well  done.  Our  young  teachers  especially  were  putting  forth  their 
best  efforts,  and  of  the  thirty-three  who  had  for  the  first  time  under- 
taken the  work  of  teaching,  only  four  were  found  to  lack  the  proper 
spirit  and  failed  to  show  their  work  satisfactory.  It  is  a  great 
misfortune  when  a  young  man  or  a  young  woman  gets  into  the  school 
room  mainly  through  influence,  and  is  teaching  school  because  he  or 
she  has  nothing  else  to  do.  We  were  forced  to  use  our  power  of 
veto  on  the  certificates  of  several  who  belong  to  this  class.  Hail  the 
time  when  a  more  thorough  professional  training  will  be  required 
of  those  persons  who  desire  to  teach  school,  when  the  parasite  will 
no  longer  find  a  hold  on  the  children  of  this  Commonwealth  by 
which  to  make  his  living. 

Our  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  the  best  ever  held  in  this 
county.  The  attendance,  by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons,  was 
far  beyond  that  of  any  other  educational  meeting  we  have  yet  held. 
Our  instructors  were  Hon.  E.  B.  Teitrick,  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  Drs. 
S.  D.  Fess,  S.  A.  Martin,  E.  E.  Sparks,  and  C.  G.  Child.  Prof.  J.  W. 
Yoder  was  director  of  music.  The  inspiring  addresses  and  genial 
manner  of  all  these  men,  so  captivated  our  people  that  the  work 
they  did  will  be  reflected  through  those  who  heard  them  into  every 
school  room  in  the  county. 

The  Directors  held  their  annual  meeting,  January  27  and  28,  in 
Chambersburg.  The  convention  was  addressed  by  its  president,  Hon. 
C.  A.  Suesserott,  Hon.  W.  Bush  Gillan,  and  J.  H.  Light,  Esq. 
Hon.  B.  B.  Teitrick  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and 
Superintendent  Eli  M.  Bapp,  of  Berks  County,  were  the  regular  in- 
structors, and  the  forceful  and  logical  presentation  of  their  sub- 
jects was  such  as  to  bring  the  directors  face  to  face  with  their  real 
duty  to  the  schools  under  their  care. 

The  usual  number  of  teachers  local  meetings  were  held.  Several 
districts  held  regular  monthly  meetings  in  which  teachers  and  di- 
rectors both  took  part;  these  are  doing  much  good  in  the  districts 
where  they  are  held,  and  we  are  urging  their  organization  in  every 
district  in  the  county. 

Much  of  the  school  property  had  a  complete  overhauling  before 
the  schools  opened  in  the  fall.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  in- 
creasing interest  in  better  buildings,  larger  school  grounds  and  more 
modern  heating  and  ventilating  systems.  Peters  township  was 
the  only  district  to  build  a  new  school  house;  this  takes  the  place 
of  one  destroyed  by  fire.  The  new  house  is  commodious  and  fur- 
nished in  an  up-to-date  manner.  Montgomery  and  St.  Thomas  town- 
ships have  plans  for  buildings  to  go  up  this  year.  These  will  be  the 
finest  equipped  single  room  buildings  in  the  county,  with  everything 
modern  and  of  a  new  style  of  architecture. 
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During  the  year  we  examined  194  applicants  for  teachers'  certifi- 
cates ;  issued  130  provisional  and  21  professional  certificates.  Diplo- 
mas were  awarded  to  11G  persons  who  passed  successfully  the  graded 
examination.  The  work  of  these  young  people  attest  the  care  and 
efforts  of  their  teachers.  'With  but  few  exceptions  these  graduates 
of  the  common  schools  will  enter  the  high  schools  of  the  county. 

Greencastle  borough  extended  the  high  school  course  to  four 
years  and  added  another  teacher  to  the  high  school  faculty.  This 
town  is  arranging  for  the  erection  of  a  new  school  building.  The 
Kouzerville  school  building  is  being  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two 
extra  rooms,  making  a  school  plant  of  eight  rooms. 

We  hail  with  delight  the  new  high  school  manual  gotten  out  by  the 
Department  and  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  new  course  of  study 
for  the  schools  of  the  state.  These  will  meet  a  lung  felt  want  and 
only  those  who  have  to  face  the  problem  of  grading  the  common 
schools  and  keeping  the  high  schools  of  the  county  up  to  the  require- 
ments, can  appreciate  fully  the  value  of  these  publications. 

No  less  anxious  are  we  to  see  the  New  School  Code,  in  its  re- 
vised form,  passed  by  the  next  Legislature.  .May  all  join  heartily 
into  the  task  of  getting  this  great  piece  of  work  enacted  into  law, 
that  the  schools  of  this  Great  Commonwealth  may  be  second  to 
none  in  the  Union,  and  that  every  child  may  profit  by  the  wise  coun- 
sel of  those  who  drafted  this  measure. 

To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  to  directors,  teachers 
and  patrons,  we  extend  thanks  for  courtesies  shown  during  the  past 
school  term. 


PULTON  COUNTY— B.  C.  Lamberson. 


As  a  report  of  the  work  done  in  the  schools  of  the  county  during 
the  past  year,  the  following  is  submitted: 

in  the  county  there  are  eighty-two  schools;  one  high  school,  three 
graded  schools,  the  others  being  mixed.  The  township  high  school 
in  Wells  township  was  reduced  to  a  mixed  school  on  account  of  an 
insufficient  number  of  pupils. 

Sixty-five  of  the  houses  of  the  county  are  in  good  condition.  Six 
of  the  rooms  are  without  suitable  furniture.  The  surroundings 
of  many  of  the  houses  have  been  improved  during  the  year.  A 
special  effort  has  been  made  to  have  better  sanitation,  with  good 
results.  School  grounds  were  cleaned,  directors  built  and  repaired 
out  buildings,  pupils  and  teachers  tried  to  keep  them  in  good  order. 
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Six  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which  ninety-two  applicants 
for  .provisional  certificates  were  examined,  of  whom  twenty-one  were 
rejected.  Four  persons  were  granted  professional  certificates. 
During  the  year,  one  provisional  certificate  was  annulled.  Three 
teachers  resigned  during  the  term,  necessitating  special  examina- 
tions to  furnish  material. 

Seventeen  pupils  from  the  district  schools  were  examined,  April 
2nd,  for  county  certificates ;  three  of  them  failed. 

Of  our  eighty-two  teachers,  eleven  were  State  Normal  graduates, 
fifteen  held  permanent  certificates,  six  had  professional  certificates, 
and  fifty  had  provisional  certificates.  Twenty  teachers  had  no 
previous  experience. 

One  township,  Belfast,  had  a  term  of  only  six  months.  This  was 
on  account  of  having  a  tax  rate  of  13  mills  an  increasing  debt  by 
running  the  schools  7  months.  We  hope  that  this  condition  of  affairs 
will  be  speedily  remedied  in  some  manner.  We  feel  that  it  is  too 
much  tax  and  not  enough  of  school. 

In  forty  of  the  schools  were  placed  text-books  on  agriculture. 
Considerable  interest  was  aroused  among  pupils,  patrons,  and  teach- 
ers as  to  the  necessity  of  studying  the  subject.  We  hope  to  have 
more  of  the  same  work  done  better  during  the  coining  term. 

A  County  Institute  was  held.  Every  teacher  of  the  county  was 
present  in  every  session.  There  was  not  much  merriment  during  the 
sessions,  but  there  was  plenty  of  good  solid,  practical  instruction; 
things  that  were  useful  to  the  teacher  in  her  everyday  work. 

Our  instructors  were,  Drs.  John  I.  Woodruff,  S.  A.  Martin,  and 
W.  M.  Peirce.  The  work  given  to  our  teachers  was  among  the  very 
best  ever  given  here. 

The  Directors'  Convention  met,  January  21,  with  a  very  small 
attendance.  The  cause  was  heavy  rains  and  impassible  creeks.  Dr. 
Keed  B.  Teiterick,  of  the  Department  at  Harrisburg  was  with  us, 
and  gave  some  excellent  advice  and  instruction. 

In  reviewing  the  entire  year,  we  feel  that  it  has  been  productive 
of  some  good.  The  coming  year  must  be  better.  This  means  that 
those  who  teach  must  work  harder  and  more  earnestly,  that  directors 
must  become  directly  interested,  that  parents  must  co-operate  more 
closely,  and  that  a  better  school  sentiment  be  created. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  an  appreciation  of  the 
support  given  by  the  general  public  during  the  past  year.  May 
we  have  your  undivided  assistance  during  the  present  year. 
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GREENE  COUNTY— John  C.  Stewart. 


We  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Public  Schools 
of  Greene  county  for  the  year  ending  June  1st,  1810. 

There  has  been  improvement  along  nearly  all  lines.  Educational 
interest  is  good.  The  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  township  high  school 
is  growing  rapidly.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  six 
township  high  schools  doing  excellent  work.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-three  pupils  were  enrolled  this  year.  Jefferson  and  Cumber- 
land townships'  schools  completed  the  third  years'  work,  gradu- 
ating eleven  pupils.  These  schools  closed  with  very  appropriate  com- 
mencement exercises.  The  applicants  for  certificates  from  these 
classes  made  a  very  satisfactory  showing  and  is  conclusive  evidence 
to  me  of  the  advantages  in  the  training  and  broadening  of  the  future 
teacher.  The  establishing  of  these  schools  has  created  a  great  in- 
terest in  the  public  schools.  Pupils  look  forward  to  the  completion 
of  the  common  school  work  so  as  to  be  able  to  enter  the  high  school. 
It  makes  a  higher  aim  for  many  pupils,  also  encourages  the  teacher 
to  see  that  their  efforts  are  not  in  vain. 

Monongahela  township  took  the  first  step  in  advance  by  erecting 
a  modern  school  building  for  the  high  school  and  the  public  school. 
The  school  board  of  this  township  certainly  deserves  great  credit 
for  this  improvement.  The  directors  of  Cumberland  township  have 
already  plans  and  specifications  for  a  modern  high  school  building  to 
be  erected  in  Carmichaels.  This  will  be  one  of  the  best  school 
buildings  in  the  county  and  is  very  commendable  on  the  part  of 
this  board. 

The  qualifications  of  our  teachers  are  higher  than  they  have  ever 
been  before  and  we  look  forward  to  the  time  when  all  teachers  will 
be  specially  trained  for  this  work. 

The  increase  in  the  salaries  of  teachers  has  had  a  marked  effect. 
Very  few  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  are  willing  to  en- 
ter the  examination  without  taking  some  special  training  in  order 
to  raise  the  grade  of  their  previous  certificate.  They  realize  in  this 
day  that  the  wide  awake  director  expects  improvement  and  is  not 
willing  to  employ  teachers  who  are  drifting  along  in  the  same  old 
rut. 

The  County  institute  convened  at  Waynesburg,  Oct.  18th.  Nearly 
all  of  the  teachers  were  present.  Great  interest  was  manifested  by 
the  teachers  and  judging  by  the  expressions  from  them  and  the  public 
in   general,   it   was    a   very   satisfactory   educational   meeting.     The 
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instructors  were  Frank  B.  Willis,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  and  Hon. 
Robert  T.  Aley.  Lecturers:  John  R.  Clark,  J.  Adam  Bede,  and  Judge 
Ben  Lindsey. 

Quite  a  number  of  local  or  district  institutes  were  held,  and  were 
well  attended  by  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons.  The  active  work 
on  the  part  of  these  three  factors  made  these  meetings  suggestive 
and  helpful  to  all  who  were  present. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  Annual  Convention 
in  the  South  Ward  School  Building  at  Waynesburg,  Sept.  10th  and 
11th.  The  attendance  is  increasing,  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
directors  in  the  county  were  present.  Not  only  is  the  attendance  at 
these  meetings  on  the  increase  but  the  interest  also,  as  is  shown  by 
the  questions  presented  and  the  able  discussion  by  the  members  of  the 
Association.  The  address  delivered  by  Dept.  State  Supt.  R.  B.  Tei- 
trick  was  well  received,  and  no  doubt  many  of  the  members  received 
suggestions  which  will  render  valuable  assistance  to  them  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties  as  directors. 

The  Teachers'  Reading  Course  has  proved  to  be  very  helpful.  Not 
only  has  this  benefitted  teachers,  but  the  young  prospective  teacher 
has  taken  it  up  and  the  results  are  already  more  than  was  expected. 
The  reading  has  not  become  a  task  but  a  pleasure  and  will  develop 
habits  of  study  and  research. 

In  closing  we  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons,  and  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  their  valuable  assistance. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— J.  G.  Dell. 


To  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  my  annual  report.  Nothing  very  unusual  or  startling  can 
be  reported  at  this  time.  We  have  made  steady  growth,  however, 
and  progress  has  marked  each  succeeding  month.  The  educational 
spirit  has  been  very  manifest  and  the  year  has  been  one  of  more  than 
ordinary  success.  In  the  light  of  past  comparison,  the  year  stands 
out  prominently  and  the  achievements  won  are  commendable. 

On  June  first  and  second  an  examination  was  given  for  those  who 
desired  to  have  professional  certificates,  previously  issued,  renewed, 
The  applicants  were  required  to  pass  an  examination  in  arithmetic, 
grammar,  history  physiology,  civics,  algebra,  methods,  physical 
geography,  literature,  (English  and  American)  history  of  educa- 
tion, and  a  test  in  our  Professional  Reading  course  before  any  profes- 
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sional  certificate  was  renewed.  At  the  same  time  an  examination 
was  given  those,  who  were  found  worthy  during  the  term,  in  all 
the  regular  branches  together  with  the  additional  branches  herein 
named  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  new  professional  certificates. 
An  average  of  85  per  cent,  in  all  the  work  was  required.  Several 
failed  to  attain  the  required  average.     Twenty-six  succeeded. 

During  June  and  July,  I  conducted  my  annual  examinations  for 
provisional  certificates.  Two  hundred  applicants  were  successful 
while  eighty-one  failed,  we  used  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  pro- 
visional certificates. 

Beginning  March  21st  I  examined  nineteen  classes  for  eighth 
grade  graduation  i.  e.  entrance  to  our  borough  or  township  high 
schools. 

Of  the  number  examined  seventy-one  were  successful  and  forty-one 
were  rejected.  During  the  period  between  March  21st  and  May  12 
I  examined  all  but  one  of  the  high  school  classes  in  the  county. 
From  our  nine  high  schools  forty  were  graduated.  We  now 
have  these  schools  practically  on  a  uniform  basis.  A  large  per- 
centage of  the  graduates  at  once  entered  higher  schools. 

Teachers. 

Of  our  two  hundred  thirty-six  teachers,  forty-seven  were  begin- 
ners. Two  were  college  graduates,  eleven  have  graduated  from 
State  Normal  Schools,  thirty  four  hold  permanent  certificates,  fifty- 
nine  have  professional  certificates,  and  one  hundred  thirty  taught 
on  provisional  certificates.  About  fifty  of  the  provisional  certifi- 
cates are  held  by  high  school  graduates.  Fully  half  of  the  teachers 
of  the  county  have  made  progress  at  Juniata  College  in  the  Normal 
English  department.  With  few  exceptions  our  schools  did  good 
work  during  the  term  and  our  teachers  are  to  be  commended  for 
Their  zeal. 

Institutes. 

The  county  institute  which  was  conducted  during  the  week  fol- 
lowing Thanksgiving  day  was  said  to  be  the  most  successful  in  the 
history  of  the  county.  Our  instructors  were  Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaef- 
fer,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess  and  Prof.  Oden  C.  Gortner.  Each 
did  work  of  a  very  superior  character. 

The  interest  in  local  institutes  did  not  abate  in  the  least,  twenty- 
five  (25)  of  these  meetings  were  conducted  by  the  superintendent 
during  the  term. 

Pupils. 

Because  of  the  icy  condition  of  the  roads  which  prevailed  through- 
out the  greater  part  of  the  term,  we  feared  the  attendance  would  not 
be  equal  to  the  previous  year.     Our  fears  were  quelled,  however,  when 
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the  annual  term  reports  showed  that  almost  eleven  hundred  pupils 
had  been  present  every  day  of  the  term.  More  than  two  hundred 
attended  every  day  during  the  last  two  terms.  Great  interest  was 
manifested  in  mental  arithmetic  and  spelling  especially. 

Directors. 

As  in  the  past,  I  feel  that  the  directors  deserve  great  credit 
for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duty.  I  am 
sorry,  though,  that  so  many  feel  that  their  finances  will  not  support 
a  minimum  legal  term.  Several  boards  extended  the  term  to  eight 
months.  Many  of  the  houses  were  improved  and  the  board  at  Peters- 
burg equipped  the  high  school  with  considerable  modern  apparatus 
for  the  study  of  physics.  The  Directors'  convention  was  a  decided 
success.  Hon.  E.  B.  Teiterick  did  unusually  good  work  for  the  con- 
vention. The  Carbon  board  graduated  their  first  township  high 
school  class. 

Visitations. 

The  superintendent  made  almost  four  hundred  visits  to  the  schools 
during  the  term.  This  does  not  include  special  visits  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  examinations,  addressing  a  congregation  of 
citizens,  etc.     'Tis  a  pleasure  to  visit  earnest  teachers. 

Feeling  thankful  for  the  general  success  of  the  year,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  submit  this  my  eighth  annual  report. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— James  F.  Chapman. 


The  schools  of  the  county  have  in  many  particulars  enjoyed  a 
prosperous  year.  By  this  we  do  not  mean  that  they  have  reached  an 
ideal  condition.     Greater  things  are  yet  expected. 

The  young  teacher  of  to-day  is  considering  teaching  as  a  profes- 
sion or  life  work  more  seriously  than  the  teacher  of  a  decade  ago. 

Our  schools  have  increased  in  numbers  from  3G5  to  380.  This  has 
been  due  in  some  instances  to  increased  population  but  in  others 
to  afford  better  school  facilities  in  congested  centers. 

In  the  town  of  Heilwood,  Pine  township,  a  most  creditable  eight- 
room  building  was  opened  for  school  purposes  last  September.  This 
is  a  buff-brick  structure  located  on  a  beautiful  site  given  by  the 
Coal  Company  of  that  town.  The  building  is  modern  in  every  detail 
and  much  credit  is  due  the  members  of  the  school  board  who  plan- 
ned its  erection.     This  is  one  board  of  directors  at  least  that  does 
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not  consider  a  good  building  alone  sufficient  to  insure  a  first  class 
school,  but  by  offering  tempting  wages  a  strong  corps  of  teachers 
was  secured  and  a  successful  school  resulted. 

In  Green  and  Canoe  townships  new  buildings  of  attractive  ap- 
pearance were  also  erected. 

The  examinations  for  teachers'  certificates  were  conducted  through- 
out the  county  beginning  on  the  tenth  of  June  and  closing  early  in 
July.  In  the  examinations  there  were  435  persons  examined.  Of 
this  number  22  received  professional  certificates  and  210  provisional 
certificates.  While  this  number  is  148  less  than  the  number  of  schools 
in  the  county,  yet  on  account  of  the  State  Normal  diplomas  and  per- 
manent certificates  there  were  sufficient  teachers  for  the  schools. 

At  the  examination  for  public  school  diplomas  there  were  259 
applicants.  Of  this  number  121  will  be  granted  diplomas.  Those 
passing  this  examination  have  the  endorsement  of  the  County  Super- 
intendent to  enter  any  high  school  of  the  County.  While  we  have 
but  few  high  schools  yet  this  certificate  proved  a  splendid  means  of 
holding  the  eighth  grade  pupils  in  school. 

During  the  past  year  the  High  School  of  Indiana  has  been  recog- 
nized and  properly  classified  by  the  department.  The  school  is 
in  splendid  condition  and  a  good  wholesome  school  spirit  prevails. 
This  school  provides  for  a  course  of  three  years. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  a  complete  success,  equal  to  if  not 
surpassing  all  former  ones.  The  day  instructors  were  at  their 
best  and  proved  helpful  to  our  teachers.  From  reports  gathered  it 
was  difficult  to  ascertain  which  was  the  most  popular.  The  day 
instructors  included  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Prof.  Paul  M.  Pearson, 
Dr.  J.  G.  Martin,  Dr.  Will  Grant  Chambers,  Prof.  Hamlin  E.  Cogs- 
well and  Miss  Mabel  McCreight.  The  institute  increased  in  interest 
as  the  week  advanced,  the  last  session  Friday  P.  M.  proving  most 
inspiring. 

Dr.  Schmucker  from  his  vast  store  house  of  knowledge  gave  many 
instructive  talks.  Prof.  Pearson  is  equal  to  the  best  in  the  field 
of  literature.  Dr.  Martin  made  strong  appeals  for  high  moral  living. 
Prof.  Chambers  talked  on  the  psychological  phase  of  teaching.  He 
made  a  splendid  impression.  Prof.  Cogswell  had  charge  of  the  music, 
which  was  well  conducted. 

The  evening  attractions  were  of  the  highest  type  and  were  much  ap- 
preciated by  the  large  audience  at  each  entertainment.  During  the 
week  we  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  lectures  by  Champ  Clark  on 
Picturesque  Public  Men,  and  by  Spillman  Riggs  on  Musical  Fits 
and  Misfits.  The  other  engagements  were  filled  by  Rogers  and 
Grilley,  Hungarian  Orchestra  and  the  College  Singing  Girls,  all  of 
which  proved  popular  attractions. 
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The  Directors'  Association  held  their  convention  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  December  20  and  21,  1909.  From  point  of  interest  this 
was  the  best  convention  held  in  many  years.  It  was  largely  at- 
tended and  the  interest  was  keen  from  start  to  finish.  Dr.  Schmucker 
and  Dr.  Martin  made  inspiring  addresses  before  the  convention. 
On  account  of  the  success  of  the  convention  the  same  officers  Mr.  E. 
M.  Ansley  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Lockard  were  respectively  re-elected  presi- 
dent and  secretary  for  the  next  year. 

At  the  Institute  a  report  was  read  from  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Hammer's  Memorial  fund.  It  was  found  that  the  schools  had  con- 
tributed $380  to  this  fund,  which  was  increased  by  his  friends  to 
$600.  A  splendid  piece  of  work  is  now  in  preparation  at  the  Barry 
Granite  works  to  mark  the  resting  place  of  ex-County  Superintend- 
ent A.  M.  Hammers. 

A  similar  fund  has  been  started  known  as  the  Wolf  Memorial 
fund.  Mr.  Wolf,  who  died  one  year  ago,  spent  fifty  years  of  active 
service  in  the  school  work  of  Indiana  County,  nine  of  them  in  the 
capacity  of  County  Superintendent. 

During  the  year  I  visited  378  schools  of  the  380.  Quite  a  number 
I  visited  twice.  This  would  have  been  impossible  had  it  not  been 
for  the  good  condition  of  the  country  roads. 

The  great  majority  of  the  teachers  are  familiar  with  the  needs 
of  the  country  boys  and  girls.  Last  year  the  teachers  studied 
Smucker's  Nature  Study  and  those  teachers  who  used 
knowledge  of  the  work  in  the  school  are  enthusiastic  over  the  good 
results.  A  number  of  teachers  brought  splendid  specimens  of  the 
work  done  by  pupils  in  Nature  Study  to  the  County  Institute.  This 
work  was  commended  highly  by  the  instructors. 

This  year  one  of  the  books  on  the  Beading  Course  is  Elements  of 
Agriculture:  Many  suggestions  are  given  in  this  work  that  will 
prove  helpful  in  teaching  the  country  schools. 

In  submitting  this  my  second  annual  report  I  wish  to  thank 
the  Department  for  the  continued  courtesies  and  helpful  suggestions. 


JEFFEESON  COUNTY— L.  Mayne  Jones. 


I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Jefferson  county 
schools  for  the  school  year  just  closed. 

The  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates  were  less  numerous  and 
better  prepared  than  usual.  This  was  principally  the  result  of  two 
causes:  first,  no  applicants  under  eighteen  were  examined;  secondly, 
the  people  of  the  county  have  come  to  understand  that  the  common 
schools   do   not   prepare   for   teaching,    and   that   it   is   useless   for 
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those  not  having  an  additional  training,  particularly  in  methods 
of  teaching,  to  apply  for  a  certificate.  In  consequence  of  this  our 
teachers  as  a  body  were  strong.  Among  so  large  a  body  of  teachers 
there  were  of  course  a  few  who  did  not  do  the  best  of  work. 

Much  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  necessity  of  associating  the 
home  and  community  life  with  the  school  work.  Teachers  were 
strongly  urged  to  direct  intelligent  observation  of  the  home,  the  com- 
munity, and  all  that  pertained  thereto.  All  teachers  were  required 
to  read  James'  Practical  Agriculture,  and  Schmuckers  Nature  Study 
in  the  hope  that  this  reading  would  help  to  bring  into  the  school  a 
better  understanding  and  broader  view  of  nature  and  of  agriculture. 
The  teachers  as  a  rule  were  active  in  this  line  of  study  and  did  cor- 
relate nature  study  and  agriculture  with  language,  drawing,  geo- 
graphy, etc.  Some  of  our  teachers  were  remarkably  successful  in  this 
work;  the  latter  always  had  a  good  supply  of  government  bulletins 
in  the  school  room,  and  made  use  of  them.  The  Boys'  Club  assisted 
in  creating  an  interest  in  school  work  of  this  character.  The  fact 
that  the  boys  were  competing  in  contents  for  prizes  for  the  best 
corn  and  potatoes  naturally  made  it  easy  for  a  live  teacher  to  in- 
terest them  in  improved  methods  of  cultivation,  and  in  plant  and 
animal  life  in  general.  Professor  C.  J.  Kern's  lectures  at  the 
County  Institute  on  Eural  Life  assisted  in  creating  a  healthy  senti- 
ment. His  illustrations  with  the  stereoptican  showing  how  the 
home,  the  school  house  or  grounds,  and  the  community  may  be  beauti- 
fied by  flowers,  vines,  shrubs,  trees,  and  paint  were  very  helpful  and 
produced  results.  Practically  every  school  ground  in  the  county 
was  cleared  of  rubbish;  thirty  teachers  reported  the  planting  of 
trees  on  the  school  grounds;  eight  teachers  reported  the  planting  of 
shrubs  and  flowers;  many  school  children  are  planting  flowers  at 
home  for  the  first  time.  Some  communities  have  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  beautifying  the  homes  and  the  community.  In  several 
instances  special  days  were  set  apart  as  clean  up  and  beautifying 
days  and  considerable  was  done  in  this  way.  Out  of  the  whole 
number  of  people  comparatively  few  are  interested  or  have  even 
given  the  matter  a  thought,  but  those  who  are  enthusiasts  believe 
that  this  is  the  beginning  of  a  movement  that  will  grow,  and  that  in 
the  growing  much  good  will  be  done.  The  township  High  schools 
have  kept  pace  by  introducing  agriculture  into  the  courses  of  study. 
A  number  of  our  teachers  took  the  course  in  agriculture  offered  at 
Mr.  Gretna  last  summer,  and  a  goodly  number  will  take  this  course  at 
State  College  this  summer. 

The  merging  of  the  appropriation  for  the  township  and  borough 
High  Schools,  and  the  consequent  prospect  of  a  reduction  for  the 
former  class  of  schools  is  discouraging  the  effort  for  a  higher  educa- 
tion in  the  rural  districts.  The  expense  of  getting  to  the  High 
school  in  the  country  or  paying  boarding  is  so  great  that  it  is  ap- 
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parent  that  the  effort  for  pupils  living  in  the  country  to  secure  a 
High  school  education  is  much  greater  than  tor  these  living  in  the 
boroughs.  With  so  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  higher  education  in 
the  country  it  seems  to  us  that  it  was  most  unfair  to  take  away 
this  advantage  in  the  way  of  appropriation.  It  is  such  laws  as 
this  that  are  depopulating  the  country  and  overpopulating  the  towns. 
The  country  will  not  come  into  its  own  until  conditions  are  such  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  move  to  town  to  educate  the  children.  This 
reduction  of  the  appropriation  is  a  move  away  from  such  conditions. 
With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  of  our  schools  drawing  has  been 
very  much  neglected  in  our  schools.  That  is  with  the  exception 
of  map  drawing.  But  this  year  nearly  all  teachers  secured  the 
Augusburg  Drawing  Manual,  and  with  this  assistance  made  fairly 
good  progress  in  teaching  the  subject.  Comparatively  few  of  our 
teachers  have  had  a  course  in  drawing.  But  a  good  start  was  made 
last  year,  and  many  of  our  teachers  are  taking  a  course  in  the  subject 
this  spring.  In  addition  to  this  we  have  faith  that  all  school  boards 
will  supply  the  individual  drawing  tablets  and  other  supplies  that  in 
many  cases  were  lacking  last  year. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  the  subject  of  writing  was 
brought  prominently  before  the  teachers.  A  ban  was  placed  upon 
the  writing  class  in  which  the  pupils  merely  took  the  copy  books  and 
in  any  position  wrote  anyway  without  any  regard  to  movement. 
The  arm  movement  was  urged  and  Zaner's  Manual  was  recommended 
as  a  help.  Very  little  success  was  met  with  until  after  the  County 
Institute.  At  this  time  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris  with  characteristic  energy 
explained  the  method  so  plainly,  and  emphasized  the  importance 
so  forcibly  that  results  were  obtained.  With  very  few  exceptions 
the  teachers  studied  the  subject  and  really  taught  writing.  A  good 
beginning  was  made  and  we  feel  confident  that  great  progress  will  be 
made  the  coming  year.  The  Zaner  manual  was  very  helpful,  and  the 
directors  have  been  requested  to  supply  a  full  line  of  the  Zaner 
writing  supplies  for  the  coming  year. 

The  County  Institute  was  very  helpful,  The  character  of  the  in- 
struction given  by  Supt.  Kern  and  Dr.  Ferris  has  already  been  re- 
ferred to.  Dr.  Ferris  was  a  most  remarkable  instructor.  The  good 
common  sense  in  what  he  said  combined  with  the  eloquence  and 
magnetism  of  the  speaker  held  his  audience  in  continued  expectation. 
Supt.  Pierce  both  instructed  and  entertained.  And  Professor  A.  J. 
Mooney  conducted  the  music  in  his  masterly  manner. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesies 
and  assistance  received  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
the  press,  the  clergy,  school  directors,  and  the  public  generally, 
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JUNIATA  COUNTY— Josiah  H.  Dean. 


The  educational  work  in  our  county  for  the  year  just  closed,  has 
been  very  commendable,  as  a  rule,  with  reference  to  the  factors  em- 
ployed. Many  of  our  teachers  did  excellent  work,  some  fair  to  good, 
and  a  few  not  nearly  up  to  what  it  should  have  been.  The  weak 
ones  failed  in  school  government,  and  this  was  principally  the  result 
of  their  lack  of  wisdom  in  assigning  lessons,  and  their  not  demand- 
ing good  work. 

Our  school  boards  were  zealous  in  the  matter  of  selecting  teachers, 
making  the  buildings  comfortable,  and  in  looking  after  the  sanitary 
arrangements. 

Most  of  our  patrons  were  willing  to  co-operate  in  our  efforts  for 
the  good  of  "the  men  and  the  women  of  tomorrow",  but  some  failed, 
in  that  they  did  not  regard  the  Compulsory  School  Law,  allowing 
their  children  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  idolence,  and  others  failed 
to  give  the  teacher  the  support  he  so  much  needs. 

As  the  teacher  is  the  principal  factor  in  the  school,  it  has  been 
our  aim  to  furnish  those  advantages  which  should  help  them  in 
their  professional  work,  viz — The  Teachers'  Eeading  Course,  The  Lo- 
cal Normal  School,  where  in  addition  to  a  thorough  training  in  the 
academic  branches,  they  have  the  advantages  of  a  course  in  theory 
of  teaching,  including  methods  and  school  management  under  ex- 
perienced instructors;  and  teachers'  institutes,  both  County  and 
Local. 

Our  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  very  satisfactory  in 
every  way;  as  every  teacher  was  present,  the  instruction  was  excel- 
lent, the  attendance  was  good,  and  our  auditors  were  appreciative. 

We  had  as  day  instructors  at  our  County  Institute,  Hon.  Nathan 
C.  Schaeffer,  State  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ; 
Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Huntingdon,  Pa.:  Prof.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Ohio  State 
University,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Prof.  Oden  C.  Gortner,  State  Normal 
School,  Mansfield,  Pa.  Monday  evening  lecture,  "The  Legend  of  the 
Topaz",  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis ;  Tuesday  evening  lecture,  "Happy  Thoughts 
on  Homely  Themes",  by  W.  Quay  Roselle,  Ph.  D. ;  Wednesday  even- 
ing, "Vassar  Girls",  Concert  Company;  Thursday  evening.  Male 
Quartette,  "The  Commonwealth  Concert  Company."  Every  number 
in  the  Lyceum  Course  made  good. 

On  Tuesday  of  Institute  week,  our  Directors'  Association  met  in 
convention.  Their  sessions  were  attended  by  a  larger  representa- 
tion of  directors  than  ever  before.  Several  important  questions  were 
discussed  by  members  of  this  body,  after  which  they  were  adressed 
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by  State  Supt.  Dr.  Schaeffer  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis.  The  directors 
adjourned,  being  well  pleased  with  the  addresses  to  which  they  had 
listened.  We  would  urge  every  director  to  attend  these  annual  meet- 
ings, if  possible. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  examination  for  teachers,  examinations 
were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  for  the  advantage  of  the 
common  school  children  who  wished  to  qualify  for  high  school  work. 

A  large  number  of  pupils  took  these  examinations  and  the  ma- 
jority of  them  passed. 

Milford  township  erected  a  fine  brick  school  building  at  Den- 
holm;  and  in  many  other  districts  necessary  repairs  were  looked 
after. 

In  several  districts,  some  of  the  smaller  schools  have  been  closed, 
and  the  school  boards  furnished  necessary  transportation  to  other 
schools,  for  these  pupils.  The  idea  being  economy,  and  likewise  giv- 
ing the  advantage  of  a  graded  school  to  those  who  would  not  other- 
wise have  it. 

The  work  of  our  schools  in  several  districts  was  interfered  with 
somewhat,  by  quarantine  for  contagious  diseases.    * 

We  visit  our  schools  twice,  and  in  most  districts  we  have  represen- 
tatives of  the  school  boards  accompany  us.  In  some  districts  the  di- 
rectors make  it  a  point  to  visit  all  their  schools;  and  this  is  worthy 
of  commendation. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  not  unmindful  of  the  co-operation  accorded 
us  during  the  past  year.  We  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department 
for  all  courtesies  shown,  and  counsel  given,  the  press  for  liberal  sup- 
port, so  cheerfully  extended;  and  we  wish  to  show  our  gratitude  to 
directors  and  patrons,  for  their  valuable  aid  given,  and  kind  hos- 
pitality shown  us  during  the  entire  year. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


The  school  year  just  closed  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the 
history  of  the  county.  There  were  no  positive  failures  in  teachng 
or  in  discipline.  Attendance,  except  in  a  few  districts,  was  uniform- 
ly good.  The  percentage  for  the  several  districts  ranged  from  75  to 
92,  with  an  average  for  the  county  of  84  per  cent.  Our  high  schools 
graduated  75  students.  Sixty-four  pupils  from  rural  schools  took 
the  examination  for  entrance  to  high  schools,  and  about  forty-five  of 
these  will  enter  high  schools  in  September.     Our  directors  are  be- 
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ginning  to  see  that  those  who  are  reared  in  the  country,  when  prop- 
erly educated,  make  the  best  teachers  for  rural  schools.  City-bred 
teachers,  through  lack  of  knowledge  of  rural  conditions,  often  fail  to 
win  that  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  their  patrons  so  necessary 
to  the  success  of  the  school. 

Grade  of  Teachers  Improving. 

The  proportion  of  trained  teachers  in  our  schools  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. There  were  employed  in  the  county  last  year  6  college 
graduates,  164  normal  school  graduates.  27  teachers  holding  perma- 
nent certificates,  and  26  teachers  with  professional  certificates ;  while 
only  36  teachers,  or  less  than  14  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number,  held 
provisional  or  one-year  certificates.  This  steady  growth  in  the  num- 
ber of  trained  teachers  means  much  to  the  schools;  for  while  there 
may  be  instances  where  teachers  with  provisional  certificates  do  bet- 
ter work  than  college  or  normal  graduates,  it  is  generally  true  that 
the  broader  the  training,  the  better  the  teacher. 

All  Schools  Visited. 

All  of  the  250  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  by  the  superin- 
tendent, and  a  majority  of  them  a  second  time.  In  nearly  all  dis- 
tricts, one  or  more  of  the  directors  visited  with  me.  The  most  seri- 
ous fault  observed  in  these  visits  was  the  large  number  of  pupils 
in  some  of  the  primary  schools,  ranging  in  some  districts  from  60  to 
80  pupils  per  teacher.  Only  confusion  and  partial  failure  can  re- 
sult from  snch  overloading  of  teachers;  a  teacher  may  control  such  a 
school  and  go  through  her  program  each  day,  but  she  can  not  give  the 
attention  to  the  slow  pupils  necessary  to  get  the  best  results.  No 
teacher  should  be  required  to  instruct  more  than  40  pupils  in  a  pri- 
mary school. 

Efforts  to  Improve  Teaching  Power. 

These  efforts  have  been  chiefly  in  three  directions: — (a)  At  the 
county  institute  a  teachers'  reading  course  was  adopted,  which  in- 
cluded Patrick's  Psychology  for  Teachers,  Hawthorne's  House  of 
Seven  Gables,  wiili  sketch  of  the  authors  life  and  works,  and  Ed- 
ucational Foundations.  The  county  was  divided  into  districts  and 
a  leader  was  appointed  for  each  district  to  conduct  Teachers'  monthly 
meetings.  In  these  meetings  the  reading  course  was  made  the  basis 
of  work,  and  this  was  supplemented  by  the  discussion  of  practical 
problems  arising  in  the  school  room.  In  the  boroughs  where  the 
principal  was  leader  these  meetings  were  regular  and  good  work  was 
done;  but  in  rural  districts,  where  teachers  are  widely  separated, 
meetings  were  infrequent  and  not  well  attended.     The  question  some- 
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times  arises  whether  the  old  law  making  22  days  a  school  month  and 
allowing  two  Saturdays  each  month  to  be  counted  and  used  for  local 
institutes  would  not  give  better  attendance  at  teachers'  meetings 
and  better  results. 

(b)  We  continued  during  the  year  to  use  the  Palmer  Method  of 
muscular  movement  writing,  and  some  of  our  teachers  continued 
the  correspondence  course  in  penmanship,  sending  specimens  of  their 
work  to  Mr.  Palmer  each  week  for  criticism.  In  districts  where 
teachers  followed  directions  faithfully  great  progress  was  made. 
About  25  teachers  have  completed  the  course  and  have  received  the 
Palmer  diploma,  and  about  the  same  number  intend  to  finish  the 
course  during  vacation.  This  instruction  is  free  to  teachers  in  dis- 
tricts that  have  adopted  the  Palmer  Method.  The  adoption  of  the 
Palmer  Method  after  trial  and  rigid  examination  in  the  schools  of 
New  York  City,  Boston,  and  Chicago  is  strong  evidence  that  it  has 
some  merit. 

(c)  As  in  previous  years  a  "Teachers'  Training  Class"  was  or- 
ganized early  in  the  year,  and  monthly  meetings  were  held  in  the 
office  of  the  county  superintendent,  who  acted  as  instructor.  This 
class,  made  up  of  teachers  who  had  taught  three  or  more  years  on 
provisional  certificates,  reviewed  comomn  branches,  civil  government 
and  algebra,  and  also  studied  rhetoric,  physical  geography,  and 
Patrick's  Psychology.  Those  who  passed  a  creditable  examination 
in  these  subjects  at  the  end  of  the  year  received  the  professional 
certificates. 

Annual  Teachers'  Institute. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  Mon- 
day, September  27,  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall  in  Scranton.  Instruc- 
tors and  subjects  were  as  follows: — "Laws  of  Teaching",  Supt.  K.  B. 
Teitrick,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction;  History  of  Edu- 
cation and  Moral  Training,  Dr.  Earl  Barnes,  of  Philadelphia;  Lan- 
guage and  Literature,  Dr.  George  W.  Gerwig  of  Pittsburg;  Penman- 
ship, Prof.  A.  N.  Palmer  of  New  York;  Vocal  Music,  Prof.  John  T. 
Watkins,  of  Scranton.  The  intensely  practical  lectures  of  Supt. 
Teiterick,  the  profound  philosophy  of  Dr.  Earl  Barnes,  the  perti- 
nent and  inspiring  talks  of  Dr.  Gerwig,  the  matchless  instruction  of 
Prof.  Palmer,  and  the  splendid  music  under  the  direction  of  Prof. 
Watkins  combined  to  make  this  one  of  the  most  successful  and  enjoy- 
able institutes  ever  held  in  Lackawanna  county. 

Annual  Meeting  of  School  Directors. 

The  seventeenth  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association 
of  Lackawanna  county  was  held  in  Scranton  on  Thursday,  December 
9th,  1909.     The  lecturers  were  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Gerwig  of  Pittsburg  and 
G— G— 1910 
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Dr.  J.  E.  O'Brien  of  Scranton.  Dr.  Gerwig's  topics  were,  "How  can 
Directors  Best  Help  the  Schools"  and  "The  School  and  the  Com- 
munity." Dr.  O'Brien  spoke  on  School  Sanitation.  President  Evan 
G.  Watkins  in  his  annual  address  commented  on  the  salient  features 
of  the  New  School  Code  and  gave  an  account  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  State  Directors1  Association  at  Harrisburg.  Other  local 
speakers  were:  Mr.  Win.  L.  Allen  of  Blakely,  on  "Relation  of  the 
School  Board  to  the  Patrons";  Dr.  J.  W.  Knedler  of  Moscow,  on 
"Importance  of  Good  Ventilation  in  the  Schools";  and  A.  D.  Dean, 
Esq.,  of  Waverly,  on  "Retaining  Good  Teachers".  All  of  these  lec- 
tures and  addresses  were  pertinent  and  full  of  good  sense.  The  offi- 
cers elected  for  next  year  were:  President,  Alex.  Shlanta  of  May- 
field  ;  Vice  Presidents,  A.  D.  Haines  of  Blakely  and  Frank  Cawley  of 
Archbald;  Secretary,  S.  G.  Reil  of  Elmhurst;  Treasurer,  Samuel 
Brodhead  of  Old  Forge.  There  were  170  directors  present  at  our 
meeting,  and  interest  was  better  than  in  any  previous  meeting.  A 
special  feature  was  the  attendance  of  the  wives  of  some  of  the  di- 
rectors and  also  the  officers  of  the  Women's  Club  of  Scranton.  All 
of  the  officers  of  our  Association  except  Mr.  Cawley  attended  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  State  Association  of  School  Directors  held  in 
Harrisburg  in  Februray,  1910. 

Buildings  and  Improvements. 

Dickson  City  borough  has  completed  a  modern  twelve-room  high 
school  building  at  a  cost  of  about  fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  is 
really  a  fine  building  and  was  much  needed.  It  has  all  modern 
improvements  including  a  physical  and  chemical  laboratory.  Blakely 
added  two  rooms  to  Building  No.  1,  making  it  a  commodious  building 
of  six  rooms.  West  Abington  also  erected  a  good  two-room  build- 
ing. 

The  greatest  improvement  to  rural  schools  made  since  the  county 
was  organized  was  the  equipping  of  65  of  our  72  one-room  schools 
with  the  Waterman-Waterbury  Heating  and  Ventilating  Furnace 
for  Rural  Schools.  These  furnaces  have  given  excellent  satisfaction 
to  both  directors  and  teachers.  They  furnish  abundant  heat  evenly 
diffused  through  the  room;  they  provide  perfect  ventilation  with- 
out danger  to  the  children  of  taking  cold ;  and  they  require  less  fuel 
than  the  stoves  did.  It  is  estimated  that  the  pupils  will  be  able  to 
do  at  least  25  per  cent,  more  work  than  they  could  in  the  rooms  im- 
perfectly heated  by  the  old  stoves,  and  in  rooms  that  were  practically 
unventilated,  where  the  poisoned,  used-over  air  dulled  every  faculty 
and  destroyed  all  ambition  to  study.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  in- 
telligence and  public  spirit  of  the  school  directors  who  installed 
these  furnaces,  in  some  districts  in  the  face  of  ignorant  criticism 
and  unmerited  slander.     But  progressive  directors  will  always  have 
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their  reward  in  the  thanks  of  the  teachers  and  the  children  and  of  all 
intelligent  patrons  in  their  respective  districts.  These  ventilating 
furnaces  ought  to  be  placed  in  all  the  rural  schools  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  closing  this  report  1  wish  to  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  J.  Willard  Smith  of  North  Abington.  Mr. 
Smith  had  served  his  district  faithfully  as  a  school  director  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  and  was  entirely  worthy  of  the  confidence  placed 
in  him  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow  townsmen.  He  was  an  earnest 
friend  to  the  teachers  and  the  children,  and  could  be  relied  on  to 
support  the  progressive  side  of  any  school  question. 

Carbondale  township  also  suffered  a  loss  during  the  year  in  the 
death  of  Dr.  James  Bradley,  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  Mr. 
Bradley  was  a  strong  believer  in  education,  and  a  firm  friend  to  the 
schools. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  J.  Brecht. 


Our  schools  were  taking  the  usual  interest  in  their  routine  of 
duties.  A  mild  but  protracted  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping 
cough  made  serious  inroads  upon  the  school  attendance  of  the  chil- 
dren. While  quarantines  were  established  and  schools  were  closed, 
yet  the  unrestricted  freedom  with  which  the  children  were  permitted 
to  visit  and  play  with  one  another  at  their  homes  made  these  precau- 
tions of  the  health  officer  of  practically  little  value.  In  many  places 
especially  in  the  villages  the  method  of  quarantine  pursued  seemed  to 
prolong  the  trouble  instead  of  aiding  to  stamp  it  out.  A  quarantine 
that  closes  the  schools  and  then  permits  free  and  indiscriminate 
intercourse  among  children  on  street  and  playground  and  at  the  vari- 
ous homes  of  the  community  is  not  only  a  failure  in  its  purpose  but 
the  best  sort  of  vehicle  to  scatter  the  germs  of  an  epidemic  broadcast 
over  the  community. 

The  educational  meetings  of  the  year  were  representative  of  the 
earnest  enthusiastic  spirit  that  is  lying  back  of  our  schools.  They 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  towards  making  the  schools  better 
and  school  sentiment  more  progressive.  Teachers  and  directors  were 
enthusiastic  in  their  work  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their 
respective  duties.  The  co-operative  feature  of  our  school  work 
whether  looked  at  from  the  standpoint  of  the  school  or  community 
was  never  more  conspicuous  and  delightful.  The  work  in  our  prim- 
ary schools  was  especially  marked  by  a  high  degree  of  tact  and  per- 
sonal efficiency  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  that  gave  the  place  the 
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characteristic  atmosphere  and  freedom  of  the  life  about  home. 
The  persona  1  ity  of  the  teacher  is  rapidly  becoming  recognized  as 
the  vital  force  in  all  effective  teaching  and  the  day  is  not  distant  when 
the  mere  text-book  teacher  must  retire  from  the  ranks. 

During  the  year  Christiana  and  Elizabethtown  each  erected  a 
handsome  school  house.  The  building  at  Christiana  is  a  six  room 
structure  and  contains  all  the  appointments  and  facilities  of  the 
modernly  equipped  house.  The  one  at  Elizabethtown  is  a  three 
story  brick  structure  trimmed  with  fine  brownstone  and  cost  up- 
wards of  forty  thousand  dollars.  It  contains  twelve  rooms,  a  large 
auditorium  on  the  top  floor,  separate  conference  rooms  for  teachers 
and  directors,  and  all  the  conveniences,  comforts  and  safeguards 
to  the  child's  health  that  the  science  of  modern  school  architecture 
could  offer.  This  is  in  all  respects  the  handsomest  and  most  com- 
plete school  building  that  has  yet  been  erected  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  outside  of  the  city  of  Lancaster. 

The  other  changes  made  in  school  property  in  the  year  were  con- 
fined to  remodeling  and  improving  old  buildings  and  enlarging 
school  grounds.  Here  and  there  houses  were  painted,  porches  built  or 
enlarged,  concrete  walks  laid,  yards  enlarged  and  trees  planted,  and 
cellars  cemented  and  converted  into  basements  for  recreation  in  bad 
weather.  The  stove  and  the  old  double  desk  came  in  for  their  share 
of  attention.  Cellar  heaters  were  introduced  to  take  the  place  of  the 
one  and  the  single  desk  purchased  to  take  the  place  of  the  other. 
School  boards  are  beginning  to  exercise  a  much  closer  supervision 
over  school  property  and  seem  to  feel  a  certain  local  or  township 
pride  to  have  it  compare  in  its  general  appearance  with  the  personal 
property  and  improvements  of  the  community. 

A  few  districts  prominently  among  them  West  Hempfield  and 
Manheim  townships  went  over  the  entire  district  and  either  re- 
modeled or  rebuilt  the  waterclosets  and  painted  them  all  in  the 
same  color.  While  the  step  in  itself  is  a  small  matter  yet  it  has  given 
this  very  neglected  feature  of  our  school  property  a  neatness  and 
solidity  in  appearance  that  adds  very  materially  to  the  character 
and  completness  of  our  public  school  premises.  If  all  our  districts 
could  be  persuaded  to  duplicate  this  action  the  watercloset  in  our 
school  yards  instead  of  continuing  to  be  a  menace  to  the  child's 
health  and  a  landmark  of  reproach  to  the  moral  sense  of  the  com- 
munity would  become  at  least  a  creditable  feature  in  our  school 
equipment.  No  one  could  contend  that  these  small  buildings  grouped 
about  our  rural  school  houses  can  possibly  make  the  grounds  look 
beautiful  or  contribute  anything  to  make  the  place  look  attractive, 
but  they  constitute  a  substantial  asset  of  health  when  neatly  and 
properly  constructed  and  conveniently  placed  that  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of  when  we  make  provision  for  the  education  of  the  young. 
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A  painted  or  tinted  wall  for  the  schoolroom  has  become  quite  pop- 
ular among  our  people.  A  decided  change  of  sentiment  has  taken 
place  on  this  point.  Ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  and  even  longer  back 
everybody  wanted  a  paper-covered  wall  in  the  school.  Now  the  gen- 
eral taste  is  demanding  some  soft  delicate  tint  that  serves  the  two  fold 
purpose  of  being  pleasing  and  restful  to  the  eye.  One  will  have  no 
trouble  in  these  days  when  a  wealth  of  exquisite  shades  are  showered 
upon  us  on  all  sides  to  find  rooms  in  this  county  whose  color  har- 
mony gives  the  place  a  delightful  touch  of  comfort  and  completness. 

The  active  interest  taken  in  the  decorative  finish  of  the  walls  soon 
opened  the  way  to  fix  the  mind  upon  other  matters  more  or  less  direct- 
ly connected  with  it.  It  is  not  an  inch  from  the  wall  to  the  windows 
and  their  trimmings.  That  the  shades  and  tints  placed  upon  the 
schoolroom  wall  may  show  to  advantage  the  question  of  light  and 
its  distribution  became  a  matter  of  interest  and  thought.  Where 
argument  and  appeal  for  the  sake  of  the  eye  had  failed  or  fallen 
upon  ears  that  heeded  not  a  little  bit  of  color  on  the  wall  seemed  to 
show  at  a  glance  that  there  was  not  sufficient  light  to  produce  the 
proper  effect.  While  the  color  selected  was  sometimes  too  deep  the 
remedy  as  a  rule  lay  in  the  windows  and  their  drapery.  Either  the 
windows  themselves  were  too  few  or  too  small,  or  the  blinds  too 
somber  in  color  or  too  heavy  in  texture  to  admit  sufficient  light  or 
not  properly  adjusted  to  work  freely  so  as  to  admit  more  or  less  light 
according  to  the  character  of  the  weather,  or  else  trees  and  other 
objects  were  standing  too  close  to  the  buildings  to  allow  the  proper 
amount  of  light  to  enter  the  room. 

Somewhat  in  this  mauner  the  problem  of  light  began  to  assume  a 
new  interest  to  our  people  and  took  a  turn  where  it  was  considered 
at  least  in  some  of  its  bearings  upon  the  health  and  happiness  of  the 
growing  child.  In  the  great  majority  of  instances  it  was  found  that 
there  should  have  been  more  space  allowed  for  windows  and  that  fact 
has  driven  home  the  conviction  that  in  all  new  houses  hereafter 
there  must  be  provision  for  more  windows  or  larger  light  area.  The 
question  of  schoolroom  light  has  become  sufficiently  acute  among 
our  people  to  warrant  one  to  look  for  a  radical  departure  in  the  plans 
of  lighting  our  future  buildings.  When  steps  are  taken  to  buy 
translucent  blinds,  or  equip  a  window  with  individual  blinds  for  the 
upper  and  lower  half  of  it,  or  to  take  special  pains  to  select  the  right 
shade  to  temper  the  glare  of  light  and  yet  not  throw  the  gloom  of  a 
shadow  over  the  room  there  is  the  best  kind  of  proof  one  can  ask  for 
that  the  subject  has  become  one  of  live  interest. 

There  are  of  course  other  contributing  circumstances  that  have 
helped  to  give  our  people  the  larger  and  more  modern  view  joint  on 
the  question  of  light.  But  none  apparently  has  been  so  speedily 
productive  of  results  as  the  one  that  concerned  itself  in  making  the 
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wall  of  the  schoolroom  tasteful  and  attractive.  The  latter  may  have 
been  only  an  out  growth  or  expression  of  the  larger  spirit  that  seems 
to  have  taken  a  hold  of  our  people  everywhere  to  make  their  homes 
and  home  surroundings  look  attractive  and  beautiful.  No  matter 
where  one  goes  he  will  find  buildings  put  in  new  coats  of  paint,  flowers 
planted  upon  a  liberal  scale,  lawns  laid  out  and  playgrounds  fostered ; 
and  it  would  be  very  singular  indeed  if  this  spirit  of  cultivating  the 
beautiful  and  the  artistic  would  not  cross  the  threshold  of  the  school- 
room and  find  a  foothold  there. 

It  will  not  be  many  years  till  this  same  artistic  tempermanent 
of  our  people  will  take  possession  of  the  school  grounds  and  claim 
them  as  its  own.  As  yet  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  beautify  these 
places  in  the  rural  district.  The  towus  in  many  instances  have  re- 
served a  plot  of  ground  for  lawn  and  flowerbed,  but  no  one  has  yet 
been  hardy  enough  in  this  section  to  try  his  hand  on  the  country 
school  yard.  But  as  the  problem  of  education  will  widen  and  come 
to  deal  more  with  doing  and  proving  things,  with  experiments  and 
actual  processes,  with  leaves  and  transactions  from  real  life,  the 
schoolyard  will  be  converted  into  a  laboratory  of  growing  things  that 
will  be  made  a  source  of  enjoyment  and  profit  to  the  young  people  of 
the  immediate  neighborhood. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— W.  Lee  Gilmore. 


Three  objective  points  during  the  school  year  of  1909  and  1910 
have  been:  (1  !  Raise  the  standard  of  the  teachers.  (2)  Arouse  great- 
er enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  directors  and  teachers.  (3)  As  a  result 
brought  about  by  this  combination,  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
schools. 

No  one  can  expect  ideal  conditions  but  each  one  should  demand 
improvement.  I  feel  the  past  year  has  been  the  best  since  I  have  as- 
sumed supervision  of  the  Lawrence  County  schools.  The  teachers 
have  shown  a  desire  and  willingness  to  do  all  they  can  for  the  pupils. 
The  directors  have  done  their  share  in  furnishing  books,  supplies, 
and  apparatus,  in  making  the  school  rooms  pleasant  and  comfortable, 
and  in  carefully  carrying  out  their  respective  duties. 

I  have  visited  every  school  in  the  county  during  the  past  year,  a 
great  number  of  them  the  second  time,  while  a  few  were  visited  three 
times.  Many  directors  accompanied  me  on  these  visits  and  thereby 
contributed  their  time  and  energies  in  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 
I  attended  local  institutes  in  nearly  every  district.     The  teachers, 
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assisted  by  the  directors,  labored  faithfully  in  these  meetings  to 
create  an  educational  sentiment  in  their  communities  and  arouse  the 
parents'  interest  in  the  schools. 

Lawrence  County  is  rapidly  coming  into  sympathy  with  the  idea 
that  the  schools  are  maintained  strictly  for  the  children  and  not  for 
the  benefit  of  any  party,  individual,  or  profession.  When  this  prop- 
osition becomes  universal,  conditions  will  have  begun  to  approach  the 
ideal. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  each  of  the  seven  boroughs  in  the  county 
increased  their  school  terms  to  eight  months,  or  more,  during  the  past 
year.  Ellwood  City  and  South  New  Castle  had  nine.  Two  town- 
ships, Taylor  and  Union,  had  eight,  while  North  Beaver  had  seven 
and  a  half.  Next  year  I  expect  to  see  a  number  more  districts  fall 
into  line  with  an  increased  school  term. 

The  county  has  now  five  borough  high  schools.  Ellwood  City 
maintains  a  four  year  course  and  ranks  as  a  second  grade  school. 
The  others,  Enon  Valley,  New  Wilmington,  Volant  and  Wampum  are 
third  grade  schools. 

There  are  four  township  high  schools,  North  Beaver,  Scott,  Hickory, 
and  Slippery  Kock.  All  are  third  grade  schools.  More  than  fifty 
young  people  graduated  from  these  schools  during  the  past  year. 

The  annual  county  institute  convened  during  the  week  of  October 
18,  1909.  The  institute  was  reported  as  one  of  the  most  succesful 
ever  held  in  Lawrence  County.  Every  teacher  (164)  in  the  city  of 
New  Castle  was  enrolled.  All  the  teachers  (198)  in  the  county, 
except  one,  were  enrolled.  My  object,  together  with  Supt.  T.  A. 
Kimes  of  the  city  of  New  Castle,  has  been  to  make  the  institute  an 
inspiration  to  the  teachers,  and  the  instructors  have  been  selected 
from  the  standpoint  of  their  ability  to  create  enthusiasm. 

The  Directors'  Convention  met  in  the  Court  House,  December  10- 
11,  1909.  This  is  the  first  time  a  directors'  meeting  of  two  days  has 
been  held.  One  hundred  ten  directors  attended.  The  largest  con- 
vention ever  held  in  the  county.  The  meeting  was  entirely  satis- 
factory. The  most  gratifying  result  being  the  expressions  of  benefit 
which  came  from  the  directors  themselves. 

Many  districts  reseated  rooms  with  new  single  seats,  much  im- 
provemnet  was  made  by  papering  and  painting,  and  Neshannock 
township  built  and  furnished  a  new  building.  Cellar  heat  was  placed 
in  this  new  structure  which  makes  it  one  of  the  neatest  rural 
schools  in  the  county. 

Industrial  enterprises  have  given  rise  to  a  number  of  settlements 
in  which  overcrowding  of  the  schools  has  resulted.  I  am  glad  to 
report  that  in  several  places  where  congestion  prevails  steps  have 
already  been  taken  to  erect  more  rooms  and  relieve  this  condition  next 
year. 
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While  no  one  must  be  entirely  satisfied,  yet,  I  have  no  reason  to 
feel  discouraged  over  the  results  of  the  past  year's  work.  The 
teachers  are  generally  faithful  and  energetic;  are  striving  for  self  ad- 
vancement and  improvement,  and  are  standing  loyally  in  their  efforts 
to  do  good  work. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  New  Castle  schools  for  the  able  assistance  he  has  given  the  educa- 
tional meetings  of  the  county,  and  to  the  various  principals  of  the  city 
who  have  given  of  their  time  and  ability.  I  cannot  too  strongly 
express  my  gratitude  to  the  newspapers  of  the  city  and  county  for 
their  friendly  attitude  and  generous  help.  I  wish  to  thank  the  min- 
isters, and  all  friends  of  education  who  have  helped  in  making  the 
past  year  a  success. 


LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Snoke. 


The  educational  progress  made  during  the  past  year  compares 
favorably  with  that  made  during  preceding  years.  Wliile  the  work 
along  certain  lines  did  not  reach  (he  desired  standard,  yet,  on  the 
whole,  substantial  progress  1ms  been  made,  ll  has  been  a  year  of 
honesl.  painstaking  work  on  the  pari  of  directors  and  teachers.  The 
interest  on  the  part  of  our  directors  in  their  convention  work,  the  en- 
thusiasm on  the  part  of  the  teachers  in  the  work  of  the  county  insti- 
tute, as  well  as  the  spirit  in  which  the  teachers  did  (heir  work  in  the 
local  institutes  and  other  educational  meetings,  (he  zeal  and  energy 
with  which  the  great  majority  of  our  teachers  endeavored  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  in  the  school  room,  and  the  co-operation  given  by 
most  of  our  patrons,  lead  me  to  believe  thai  commendable  progress 
has  been  made. 

A  year  ago  I  instituted  a  new  method  of  conducting  the  examina- 
tion of  candidates  for  the  provisional  certificate.  Instead  of  hold- 
ing a  series  of  examinations  by  townships  or  combining  a  few  town- 
ships, there  was  only  one  examination  held.  It  was  held  at  the 
county  seat  in  the  Lebanon  high  school  auditorium,  a  room  containing, 
at  least,  two  hundred  and  fifty  single  desks.  At  this  examination 
one  hundred  nineteen  applicants  presented  themselves,  to  eighty- 
eight  of  whom  I  granted  certificates  and  rejected  thirty-one.  The 
main  objects  of  a  change  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the  examination 
have  been  to  make  the  examination  work  uniform  and  to  grant  the 
individual  candidate  more  time  for  doing  the  work.  Two  days  were 
given  to  this  work.     All  of  this  time  I  devoted  to  the  examination 
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of  the  candidates  in  the  subject  of  reading,  a  subject  usually  too 
much  neglected  in  examinations.  In  all  the  other  branches  the  exami- 
nation was  written.  The  week  following  the  examination  was  en- 
tirely and  assiduously  devoted  to  the  grading  of  the  examination 
papers  and  the  issuing  of  certificates.  This  departure  from  the  old 
method  of  conducting  the  examinations  met  with  the  universal  ap- 
proval of  the  directors  and  teachers.  Many  are  the  advantages  and 
few  the  disadvantages  of  this  method  which  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
enumerate  in  this  report. 

While  school  buildings  should  be  constructed,  planned,  arranged, 
heated  and  ventilated  so  as  to  promote  the  best  physical  welfare  of 
pupils,  while  our  school  grounds  and  their  surroundings  should  be 
absolutely  conducive  to  the  highest  moral  development  of  our  child- 
dren,  and  while  every  school  room  should  be  supplied  with  the  latest, 
the  best,  and  the  most  approved  apparatus  for  carrying  on  the  mental 
training  of  our  pupils,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  no  other  factor 
in  the  entire  problem  of  common  school  education  can  claim  pre- 
cedence to  the  teacher.  When  you  seriously  reflect  over  the  fact 
that  the  teacher  wields  an  untold  influence  over  pupils  you  naturally 
must  conclude  that  the  teacher  ought  to  be  the  very  best  type  of 
manhood  or  womanhood.  We  should  have  masters  as  teachers. 
Some  one  has  said:  "The  teacher  is  the  seed  corn  of  civilization  and 
none  but  the  best  is  good  enough  to  use."  The  person  who  shapes 
the  character  and  the  thought  of  our  youth  is  worth  infinitely  more 
to  society  than  the  man  who  builds  houses,  or  molds  iron,  or  produces 
crops,  or  raises  animals.  There  are  too  many  people  who  seem  to 
think  that  a  child's  time  is  worth  nothing  and  lavishly  waste  it  by 
placing  the  child  in  charge  of  a  teacher  without  skill  and  without  in- 
spiration and  without  any  special  preparation  for  the  great  work  be- 
fore him.  Six  or  seven  years  of  a  child's  life  wasted  means  sixty  or 
seventy  years  of  effective  manhood  or  womanhood  wasted.  May  the 
day  speedily  come  when  we  will  properly  estimate  the  worth  of  child 
life,  when  we  will  recognize  the  true  value  of  a  genuine  teacher,  and 
will  realize  that  those  who  truly  teach  the  young  are  civilization's 
most  powerful  agents  and  when  communities  everywhere  will  set 
apart  and  consecrate  to  this  noblest  of  all  work,  its  bravest,  its  best, 
its  strongest  men  and  women,  and  will  amply  remunerate  them  for 
their  faithful  services.  Let  us  not  forget  that  in  a  civilized  country 
the  value  of  land  and  land  products  is  not  so  great  as  the  value  of 
mind  and  mind  products ;  ideas  are  worth  more  than  acres,  and  the 
possessor  of  ideas  will  always  hold  in  financial  bondage  those  whose 
chief  possession  is  acres  of  land  or  millions  of  dollars.  While  we 
know  that  education  is  expensive,  let  us  not  forget  that  ignorance  is 
even  more  expensive. 
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Of  the  two  hundred  forty-six  (246)  teachers  employed  in  our 
public  schools  ninety  (90)  hold  the  provisional  certificate;  twenty-two 
(22)  the  professional  certificate;  sixty-six  (66)  the  permanent  cer- 
tificate; sixty-two  (02)  have  graduated  at  State  Normal  Schools;  and 
six  (6)  are  graduates  of  colleges.  Twenty-two  (22)  were  employed 
who  have  had  no  previous  experience.  Quit  a  large  number  of  our 
teachers  attended  State  Normal  Schools  but  have  not  graduated. 
These  figures  prove  the  fact  that  in  this  great  work  there  continue 
to  be  employed  too  many  teachers  who  are  mere  recruits.  However, 
I  am  glad  to  report  that  we  had  fewer  failures  as  teachers  than  dur- 
ing previous  years. 

While  the  co-operation  of  our  patrons  was  not  ideal  the  interest 
manifested  by  them  was  greater  than  usual.  This  interest  mani- 
fests itself  in  no  more  substantial  way  than  in  regular  attendance. 
In  order  to  attain  the  best  results  in  school  work  regularity  of  at- 
tendance is  next  in  importance  to  the  good  teacher.  It  is  self-evident 
that  a  pupil  cannot  make  any  real  progress  unless  he  is  regular  in  at- 
tendance. The  teachers  of  all  our  ungraded  schools  are  requested  to 
issue  a  term  report  upon  which  they  give,  in  connection  with  other 
data,  the  attendance  of  the  pupils.  From  one  hundred  nine  (109)  of 
these  reports  it  was  learned  that  there  were  three  hundred  forty- 
seven  (347)  pupils  in  those  schools  who  attended  school  every  day 
during  the  entire  term.  Quite  a  number  of  pupils  attended  every 
day  while  belonging  to  the  schools,  and  a  very  large  number  missed 
only  a  few  days.  However,  in  a  number  of  schools  no  pupils  attend- 
ed every  day.  The  requirements  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law 
hfive  been  generally  complied  with. 

Our  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  during  the  week 
of  October  18th  to  October  22nd.  The  school  authorities  and  the 
teachers  of  the  city  of  Lebanon  decided  to  hold  a  separate  institute. 
It  was  supposed  by  quite  a  few  people  that  the  separation  would  prove 
detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the  county  institute.  But  contrary  to 
such  expectations  our  last  institute,  the  first  held  by  the  county 
teachers  themselves,  was  universally  pronounced  the  best  institute 
ever  held  in  Lebanon  County.  This  fact  casts  no  reflection  upon  the 
teachers  of  Lebanon.  Our  teachers  voluntarily  increased  the  en- 
rollment fee  to  two  dollars,  thus  making  our  financial  resources  the 
same  as  they  were  before  the  separation,  and  with  a  determined 
spirit  helped  to  make  the  institute  the  great  success  it  really  was. 
Our  instructors  were  some  of  the  best  men  that  are  available  for  in- 
stitute work.  They  were  Drs.  Ira  W.  Howerth,  professor  of  sociology 
ia  the  University  of  Chicago,  S.  I).  Fess,  president  of  Antioch  College, 
C.  H.  Gordinier,  professor  of  English  in  the  Shippensburg  State  Nor- 
mal School,  and  last,  but  not  least,  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder,  who  had  charge 
of  the  music.     Every   teacher  was  enrolled  and  in   actual   attend- 
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ance.  The  sessions  were  well  attended  by  the  general  public.  Our 
teachers  nobly  sustained  the  reputation  they  gained  in  former  years 
for  genuine  enthusiasm  and  deep  earnestness  in  the  work  of  the  in- 
stitute. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  at  Lebanon,  February  19th. 
Of  the  one  hundred  twenty-six  (126)  directors  in  service  in  the 
County,  one  hundred  one  (101)  were  present.  The  attendance  was 
the  best  we  ever  had  at  these  conventions,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  in  the  future  every  director  will  be  in  attendance.  Surely  no 
true  school  director  can  afford  to  absent  himself  from  this  important 
annual  gathering.  The  instructors  were  deputy  State  Supertindent 
Eeed  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green  of  the  West  Chester  State 
Normal  School  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  of  Huntingdon  College.  These 
men  gave  the  very  best  instructions  which  were  highly  appreciated 
by  the  directors  and  which  we  hope  will  bring  forth  an  abundant 
harvest.  Many  of  the  directors  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  discus- 
sion of  important  questions.  The  convention  was  well  attended  by 
our  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  given 
me  by  our  directors,  teachers  and  patrons,  the  valuable  aid  of  the 
public  press  of  the  county,  and  the  kind  and  generous  assistance  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Eupp. 


All  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  once,  about  half  of  them 
twice,  and  a  few  the  third  time.  Altogther  1  made  four  hundred  and 
seventy-one  visits.  I  regret,  however,  that  I  could  not  visit  many  of 
them  more  frequently,  especially  those  that  stand  so  sadly  in  need  of 
closer  supervision. 

The  usual  number  of  teachers'  and  directors'  meetings  were  held 
both  before  and  after  the  schools  were  in  operation.  These  were  well 
attended  throughout  with  a  very  few  exceptions. 

The  borough  of  Coopersburg  erected  a  new  building,  containing 
six  school  rooms,  a  directors'  room,  and  a  principal's  office.  It  is 
heated  by  steam,  and  an  improved  system  of  ventilation  installed. 
While  it  is  not  a  fancy  building,  yet  it  is  comfortable  and  substantial- 
ly built,  and  stands  as  a  testimony  to  the  wisdom  and  farsightedness 
of  the  directors  who  were  instrumental  in  its  erection. 

In  the  borough  of  Coplay  a  four  room  building  was  erected.  This 
building  will  afford  ample  school  facilities  for  the  children  of  this 
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borough  for  a  number  of  years  to  come.  It  is  substantially  construct- 
ed, with  a  steam  heating  plant  and  improved  ventilation. 

Since  my  last  report  several  changes  were  made  in  the  districts  of 
the  county.  South  Allentown  borough  was  created  out  of  a  portion  of 
Salisbury  township.  East  Catasauqua,  formerly  a  part  of  Hanover 
township,  with  its  four  schools,  was  annexed  to  the  borough  of  Cat- 
asauqua, and  now  constitutes  the  Third  Ward  of  that  borough.  These 
schools,  therefore,  now  enjoy  the  advantages  of  closer  gradation 
and  supervision  than  was  possible  before.  In  Hanover  township  an 
addition  was  built  to  what  is  known  as  Bast's  school  and  the  schools 
graded. 

When  the  appointments  were  made  last  summer  there  was  a  great 
scarcity  of  applicants  and  many  teachers  were  brought  from  a  dis- 
tance. Owing  to  this  scarcity  many  were  appointed  whose  success 
as  teachers  was  very  much  in  doubt  from  the  beginning.  These 
doubts  were  fully  substantiated  by  later  experience.  The  number  of 
total  and  partial  failures  was  much  larger  than  it  should  have  been. 
The  most  serious  failures  were  caused  through  lack  of  power  to  disci- 
pline, owing  largely  to  a  lack  of  judgment  and  tact,  though  indiffer- 
ence also  played  an  important  part.  Say  what  you  will  about  order 
in  the  schoolroom,  I  have  invariably  found  that  where  disorder  pre- 
vails, the  work  of  the  school  is  of  little  consequence. 

No  effort  was  made  this  year  to  increase  the  number  of  high 
schools,  except  in  the  borough  of  Coplay  where  a  high  school  of  the 
third  grade  was  organized.  Owing  to  the  action  of  the  last  Legisla- 
ture making  the  minimum  number  of  regular  high  school  pupils 
twelve  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  State  aid,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
any  more  township  high  schools  can  be  maintained  in  our  county. 
We  have  a  number  of  districts  where  the  required  number,  and  fre- 
quently more  than  the  required  number  might  attend;  but  there  might 
be  times  when  this  would  be  impossible,  and  thus  confusion  and  dis- 
organization might  follow.  In  order  to  give  all  our  pupils  the  priv- 
ilege of  attending  a  high  school,  the  only  alternative  that  I  can  see 
is  the  establishment  of  high  school  centers,  and  concentrating  the 
pupils  from  the  surrounding  districts  at  these  centers. 

I  have  fixed  my  standard  for  township  graduation  so  that  all  pupils 
who  pass  this  examination  can  also  enter  any  of  our  high  schools 
upon  a  certificate  which  will  be  issued  if  desired. 

I  believe  that  high  school  inspection  ultimately  will  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  our  high  schools  very  materially.  Its  beneficent  influence  is 
already  very  apparent. 

The  attendance  during  the  last  term  Avas  not  as  regular  as  it  was  in 
former  years.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  severity  of  the  season,  but 
more  largely  to  the  prevalence  of  various  epidemices  which  prevent- 
ed not  only  those  afflicted  but  others  of  the  family  from  attending 
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The  annual  school  directors'  convention  was  more  largely  attended 
this  year  than  ever  before.  The  program  was  unusually  interest- 
ing, and  I  am  sure  that  it  will  have  a  beneficial  influence  upon  the 
schools  of  our  eountv. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


The  educational  forces  of  tbe  county  have  worked  well  during  the 
school  year  just  ended,  directors,  supervising  principals,  and  teachers, 
regular  and  special,  have  co-operated  with  me  and  good  results  have 
been  produced.  In  the  past  ten  years  our  high  schools  have  in- 
creased in  number  from  twenty  to  thirty-five  and  courses  of  study 
have  been  lengthened  and  strengthened. 

In  some  parts  of  the  county,  particularly  in  the  mining  sections, 
the  directors  have  had  a  colossal  task  to  perform  in  providing  ac- 
commodations for  the  children.  Many  immigrants  from  all  parts  of 
the  world  are  settling  here  and  the  work  of  educating  their  children 
devolves  upon  the  local  school  authorities.  The  problem,  however, 
has  been  very  satisfactorily  solved  for  never  have  the  directors  been 
more  active  in  providing  comfortable  and  commodious  school  build- 
ings. In  addition  to  the  work  of  the  directors,  the  teachers  and 
patrons  have  shown  more  than  usual  interest  in  the  "not-easy"  task 
of  training  our  boys  and  girls  for  true  and  upright  citizenship. 

In  the  eighteen  examinations  held  throughout  the  county  during 
the  year  there  were  examined  152  applicants,  of  these  296  received 
provisional  certificates,  20  received  professional  certificates  and  136 
were  rejected.  The  teachers  read  Hamilton's  "The  Recitation"  and 
Tompkins'  "The  Philosophy  of  School  Management"  during  the 
year  and  their  papers  on  the  subject  of  theory  of  teaching  showed  a 
careful  perusal  of  this  course  of  reading. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  auditorium  dur- 
ing the  week  beginning  Monday,  October  25.  Our  talent  was  as  good 
as  can  be  selected  and  the  057  teachers  enrolled  were  greatly  benefit- 
ted by  the  instruction  imparted.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Robt.  J. 
Aley,  State  Superintendent  of  Indiana;  Dr.  Chas.  W.  Kent,  of  the 
University  of  Virginia,  Prof.  H.  C.  Missimer,  Superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  Erie;  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs; 
Dr.  R.  M.  McNeal,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  Prof. 
Harry  Harries,  of  West  Pittston.  Our  county  is  growing  so  rapidly 
that  next  year  we  will  enroll  more  than  1000  teachers. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  on  Thursday,  January  20.  Addresses  were  made  by  Wm.  J. 
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Treinbath,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Association,  Dr.  I.  W.  Marstellar,  of 
White  Haven;  Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  and  Supt.  John  Kennedy, 
of  Batavia,  N.  Y.  The  last  named  explained  the  Batavia  System  of 
teaching  and  many  of  his  suggestions  are  being  put  into  practice  in 
some  of  the  districts  under  my  jurisdiction. 

During  the  year  I  made  846  school  visitations,  beating  my  previous 
record  by  at  least  thirty  schools.  In  most  places  I  found  the  work 
very  satisfactory  but  in  a  few  instances  failures  in  discipline  were 
noted. 

In  conclusion  I  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  their  courtesy  to  me  at  all  times.  My  gratitude  is 
also  due  to  our  worthy  school  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  for 
their  loyalty,  and  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  printing  educational 
happenings  from  time  to  time. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor 


Throughout  the  year  the  work  of  pupils  and  teachers  was  earnest 
and  thorough  while  patrons  and  directors  manifested  a  live  and  ac- 
tive interest  in  the  operation  of  the  public  schools.  Local  insti- 
tutes and  educational  meetings  were  held  in  nearly  every  section  of 
the  county.  Great  care  was  exercised  in  the  admission  of  non-resident 
pupils  to  high  schools  and  the  standard  for  obtaining  teachers'  cer- 
tificates and  common  school  diplomas  was  advanced.  A  leading  pur- 
pose of  the  supervisory  work  of  the  year  was  to  have  pupils  thor- 
oughly grounded  in  the  common  branches  before  leaving  the  public 
schools.  The  quality  of  the  work  done  by  the  new  pupils  entering 
the  Count}'  Normal  school  in  April  showed  that  this  purpose  was  in 
some  measure  realized. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  the  County  Teachers'  Exchange  were 
largely  attended.  A  discussion  of  McMurrys  ''How  to  Study"  formed 
a  prominent  part  of  the  program  of  each  meeting.  Prof.  C.  D. 
Koch,  State  High  School  Inspector  was  present  at  the  September 
meeting  and  discussed  the  new  High  school  Manual  with  the  county 
principals.  Through  this  work  the  high  school  courses  were  strength- 
ened and  an  impetus  given  toward  a  gradual  advance  in  the  classi- 
fication of  these  schools.  Prof.  C.  C.  Hart,  supervisor  of  penman- 
ship in  the  Williamspovt  schools,  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert  of  the  Blooms- 
burg  State  Normal  and  Dr.  E.  M.  Heim  of  Bucknell  University,  also 
gave  helpful  instruction  at  different  meetings  of  the  Exchange. 
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The  thirty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  Montoursville,  Feb.  2G.  In  addition  to  the  discus- 
sion of  several  important  topics  during  the  day  sessions  the  fol- 
lowing addresses  were  given:  ''Hamilton  as  a  Political  Leader"  by 
Dr.  E.  M.  Iieim,  "Betardation  in  the  Public  Schools"  by  Sup. 
Charles  Lose,  of  Williamsport ;  "Medical  Inspection  of  Schools" 
by  Dr.  C.  W.  Younginan,  of  Williamsport,  and  "Pioneer  School  Days" 
by  T.  F.  Gahan,  Esq.     The  evening  lecture  was  given  by  Dr.  Edwin 

E.  Sparks  of  State  College.  The  assistance  rendered  by  Rev.  Dorsey 
Miller  and  Mrs.  Miller  in  conducting  the  music,  the  special  music 
by  E.  Hart  Bugbee  and  the  entertainment  furnished  by  the  pupils  of 
the  Montoursville  High  School  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of 
the  meeting. 

The  annual  County  Institute  held  at  Muncy,  Dec.  13-17  was  gen- 
erally considered  one  of  the  most  succesful  of  the  last  decade.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Juniata  College,  Huntingdon;  Dr. 

F.  H.  Green,  State  Normal  School.  West  Chester;  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Orm- 
er,  Ursinus  College,  Collegeville;  Prof.  M.  J.  Babb,  University  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg.  The  evening 
lecturers  were  Dr.  John  Merrite  Driver  and  Frank  Dixon.  Enter- 
tainments were  given  by  The  Singers  and  Players  Club  and  the 
Schildkret  Hungarian  Orchestra.  One  hundred  twenty-five 
directors  were  present  on  Directors'  Day  when  a  number  of  interest- 
ing directors'  problems  were  discussed.  Addresses  were  made  be- 
fore the  directors  by  Supt.  Chas.  Lose,  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Ormer,  and  Dr. 
F.  H.  Green. 

Over  two  hundred  fifty  directors  attended  the  annual  Directors' 
Convention  held  in  Williamsport  in  May.  The  directors  who  took 
part  in  the  meeting  were  W.  T.  Pepperman,  J.  W.  Levegood,  E.  M. 
Cruse,  E.  F.  Hill,  Esq.,  C.  R.  Ruth,  H.  E.  Yorks  and  Dr.  J.  L.  Mansuy, 
Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Principal  of  Clarion  State  Normal  School  and 
Prof.  W.  M.  Pierce,  of  Ridgway,  gave  two  helpful  and  inspiring  ad- 
dresses at  this  meeting. 

The  most  unique  educational  event  ever  held  in  the  county  was  the 
complimentary  dinner  given  at  the  Park  Hotel,  Jan.  29  to  T.  F. 
Gahan,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Lycoming  County  from  1872  to 
1881.  On  this  occassion  an  assemblage  of  one  hundred  twenty-five, 
composed  of  his  former  teachers,  students  and  friends  gathered  to 
honor  their  former  superintendent,  and  to  present  him  with  a  loving 
cup  as  a  token  of  their  esteem,  still  warm  through  the  lapse  of  years. 
W.  C.  Gilmore,  Esq.,  acted  as  toast  master  and  a  number  of  happy 
responses  were  made.  The  guests  present  represented  not  only  the 
local  community  but  the  various  parts  of  the  State,  many  of  whom, 
dow  prominent  in  the  business  and  professional  world,  credited  their 
success  to  the  influence  of  their  inspiring  leader  of  the  early  days. 
Mr.  Gahan's  superintendency  covered  the  pioneer  period  of  public 
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school  work  in  Lycoming'  County,  a  time  when  conditions  were  ripe 
for  such  an  educational  leader  as  he  proved  to  be.  Under  his  able 
management  the  county  institute  took  high  ground  from  which  it 
has  never  departed,  and  our  strongest  and  most  important  factors 
for  efficient  educational  work  were  organized,  the  local  institute,  the 
Teachers'  Association,  the  Teachers'  Exchange  and  the  Lycoming 
County  Normal  School.  These  agencies  have  continued  to  be  the 
centralizing,  unifying  forces  in  our  educational  progress  through  the 
thirty  years  since  Supt.  Gahan  laid  aside  the  work  so  well  begun. 

The  desire  on  the  part  of  patrons  and  teachers  to  have  our  young 
people  become  acquainted  with  the  best  literature  has  led  to  the  or- 
ganization of  school  libraries  in  upwards  of  forty  districts  in  the 
county.  The  reading  matter  selected  has  been  of  the  best  class 
which  pupils  have  been  quick  to  use.  At  Muncy  the  school  library 
was  increased  to  eight  hundred  volumes  and  transferred  to  the  new 
school  building.  A  convenient  reading  room  was  added  and  the 
library  turned  over  for  the  use  of  the  public  throughout  the  year, 
fn  many  places  all  the  books  in  the  school  library  have  been  read 
by  the  older  pupils.  Every  effort  must  be  made  by  teachers  and 
pupils  to  increase  the  collection  each  year  if  a  continued  interest  in 
reading  is  to  be  maintained. 

Agriculture  is  studied  from  a  text-book  by  the  older  pupils  in  over 
half  the  districts  in  the  county,  hut  this  alone  will  not  give  pupils 
the  ability  to  solve  the  real  problems  of  the  farm  and  create  the  prop- 
er interest  in  country  life.  In  addition  a  systematic  course  in  nature 
study  must  be  pursued  up  through  the  grades  such  as  is  supplied  by 
the  new  State  Course  of  Study  for  Elementary  Schools  and  teachers 
must  have  the  equipment  to  present  the  work  in  an  effective  man- 
ner. Upon  the  State  and  County  Normals  devolves  the  important 
duty  of  preparing  teachers  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  interest  pupils 
in  an  occupation  which  a  large  majority  will  make  a  life  work. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
teachers,  directors  and  patrons  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county, 
also  the  valued  aid  of  the  public  press  and  the  generous  assistance 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


McKEAN  COUNTY— Burdette  S.  Bayle. 


One  hundred  years  ago,  McKean  County,  with  an  area  much  larger 
than  that  of  the  present  time,  was  credited  with  one  village  (Ceres) 
and  a  total  population  of  142.     To-day,  though  she  boasts  a  popula- 
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tion  of  50,000,  there  are  still  thousands  of  acres  of  waste  land  within 
her  borders.  When  we  consider  her  area  (1007  sq.  mi.)  and  remem- 
ber that  at  least  one-half  of  her  population  live  in  towns,  we  begin 
to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  problem  with  which  her  school  authorities 
have  to  deal;  when  we  are  reminded  that  the  large  majority  of  her 
rural  people  reside  in  narrow  valleys  with  towering  hills  on  either 
side,  the  problem  begins  to  assume  vast  proportions;  and  when  we 
add  to  these  conditions  the  severe  northern  winter  of  the  inland 
section,  it  becomes  formidable  indeed. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  make  as  good 
a  showing  in  the  way  of  central  and  township  high  schools  as  some 
of  our  sister  counties;  but  what  we  lack  in  quantity  we  claim  to 
make  up  in  quality.  Of  the  six  high  schools  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  county  superintendent,  two  have  a  four-year  course ;  three  have 
have  a  three-year  course;  and  one  has  a  two-year  course.  These 
schools  are  annually  sending  out  graduates  who  prove  their  worth 
by  becoming  successful  teachers  and  by  continuing  their  educations 
in  normal  schools  and  colleges. 

But  the  great  problem  of  this  county  will  always  be  that  of  her 
rural  schools.  Since  Mother  Nature  has  forbidden  that  we  bring 
our  children  together  into  the  best  central  schools,  it  remains  for  us 
to  provide  the  best  possible  single  schools  for  them  where  they  are. 
Every  effort  has  been  put  forth  to  maintain  a  high  standard  in  the 
teaching  force.  Great  care  has  been  exercised  in  the  licensing  of 
teachers;  continued  improvement  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  has 
been  schematically  encouraged;  directors  and  parents  have  been 
made  familiar  with  the  real  merits  of  work  done;  and  closer  super- 
vision bas  been  especially  emphasized. 

By  keeping  two  horses  and  hiring  a  secretary  the  county  superin- 
tendent was  able  to  make  487  visits  during  the  year.  The  average 
length  of  these  visits  was  one  and  one-fourth  hours.  In  addition  to 
tbis  an  average  of  three  Saturdays  per  month  from  October  to 
April  was  devoted  to  local  institute  work. 

The  Palmer  Method  of  writing  has  been  adopted  in  a  majority  of 
the  districts  of  the  county,  and  the  disgraceful  penmanship  which 
has  characterized  our  schools  for  the  past  few  3'ears  is  gradually  dis- 
appearing. 

The  Illinois  Course  of  Study  continues  to  give  the  best  satisfaction. 
As  our  teacbers  become  more  familiar  with  its  plan  and  scope,  their 
enthusiasm  increases,  and  the  results  are  correspondingly  better. 
As  direct  results  of  its  use  through  the  county,  larger  percentage  of 
pupils  is  being  promoted  each  year;  more  pupils  are  entering 
high  school;  more  districts  have  eight  or  nine  months  of  school; 
fewer  pupils  are  leaving  school  before  completing  their  course;  and 
fewer  teachers  are  doing  unsatisfactory  work. 
7—6—1910 
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One  of  the  things  which  helps  to  make  a  success  of  the  Course  is 
our  plan  for  monthly  examinations  for  all  grades.  These  examina- 
tions are  not  considered  the  final  test  of  successful  work  either  on  the 
part  of  the  pupil  or  the  teacher,  but  they  do  furnish  valuable  evidence 
and  are  as  helpful  for  what  they  suggest  as  for  what  they  reveal. 

By  means  of  a  modern  loose-leaf  system  all  monthly  reports  are 
made  out  in  triplicate  without  additional  work  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers,  and  complete  files  are  always  at  hand  for  the  use  of  the 
school  boards  and  the  county  superintendent.  This  has  helped 
materially  in  unifying  the  work. 

The  Home  and  School  Visitor,  the  official  organ  of  the  county 
schools,  has  completed  its  tenth  year,  and  continues  to  do  its  part 
in  securing  the  co-operation  of  the  various  educational  forces.  Di- 
rectors and  teachers  have  contributed  liberally  to  its  columns,  and 
the  original  stories  and  essays  by  pupils  have  aroused  much  inter- 
est. It  is  practically  self-supporting,  and  pays  well  for  the  time 
and  energy  involved  by  helping  the  progress  of  the  work. 

Our  experience  in  county  institutes  has  demonstrated  that  "noth- 
ing succeeds  like  succees."  For  the  last  three  of  four  years  we  have 
had  a  considerable  cash  balance  each  year,  and  in  planning  to  use  it 
for  a  "better  institute"  have  been  so  succesful  that  each  year  the  bal- 
ance is  Larger.  This  year  we  were  able  to  secure  two  of  the  greatest 
instructors  the  country  affords,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess  and  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson. 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Olcott  gave  excellent  satisfaction  as  instructor  in  primary 
work,  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter  was  exceedingly  popular  as  musical 
director.  We  tried  the  plan  of  having  departmental  work  from 
10.30  to  12  each  day  and  liked  it  very  much.  For  evening  entertain- 
ments we  had  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Fess,  Dunbar  Male  Quartet  and  Bell 
Bingers,  High  School  Literary  Contest,  and  the  Stirling  Jubilee 
Singers. 

We  are  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  adoption  of  the  proposed 
new  School  Code  with  its  many  excellent  features,  greatest  among 
which  is  the  provision  for  closer  supervision.  We  desire  assistance 
in  this  great  work,  not  because  we  wish  to  do  less  ourselves,  but  be- 
cause we  wish  to  accomplish  more.  The  average  child  spends  only 
a  few  short  years  in  school,  and  any  movement  which  will  in  any 
way  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  work  during  that  period,  commends 
itself  both  to  the  economist  and  the  philanthropist. 
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MEKCER  COUNTY— F.  F.  Foltz. 


Many  things  indicate  that  there  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  Mercer 
County  in  favor  of  more  comfortable  school  rooms,  more  efficient 
teachers,  and  better  school  facilities  generally. 

Our  directors  are  concluding  that  it  is  not  a  good  business  prop- 
osition to  displace  satisfactory  experienced  teachers  with  young 
people  of  no  experience  and  little  training.  Springfield  township 
is  among  those  which,  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  consider  first  of 
all  the  question,  "What  teachers  have  given  us  satisfactory  results 
during  the  year?"'  This  district  has  also  increased  the  school  term 
to  eight  months. 

We  seldom  hear  the  complaint  in  our  county  that  directors  do  not 
furnish  sufficient  supplies. 

Many  districts  have  improved  their  school  properties  by  means 
of  repairs,  paint,  paper,  window-blinds,  side-walks,  etc.  Among 
these  we  mention  particularly  Sandy  Lake,  Mercer,  West  Middlesex 
and  Shenango. 

Forty  per  centum  of  our  teachers  hold  permanent  or  normal 
school  certificates.  Most  of  them  take  an  interest  in  things  profes- 
sional. This  has  been  evidenced  by  the  excellent  attendance  at  our 
local  institutes  five  of  which  were  held  in  each  of  nineteen  institute 
districts.  The  programs  were  uniform  throughout  the  county. 
Among  the  best  meetings  were  those  held  in  Pine  township  where  the 
entire  school  board  meets  with  the  teachers  and  takes  part  in  the 
discussions. 

Our  County  Commissioners,  acting  under  the  Act  of  May  29, 
1907,  kindly  agreed  to  pay  for  certificates  of  awrard  to  be  granted  to 
pupils  who  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  term.  Nearly 
two  hundred  were  awarded  these  certificates  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  we  had  a  severe  winter  and  that  the  offer  was  made  to  but  sixty 
schools.  Next  year  we  hope  to  make  the  same  proposition  to  all  the 
pupils  of  the  county. 

The  subject  of  spelling  was  emphasized  this  year  by  means  of  a 
series  of  written  contests  in  the  schools,  then  in  the  institute  dis- 
tricts, and  finally  at  the  county  seat.  Thirty-seven  eligibles  entered 
the  final  test  and  the  results  were  highly  satisfactory.  The  average 
for  the  entire  class  was  better  than  80  per  cent,  on  a  list  of  one  hun- 
dred difficult  words. 

Our  county  institute  was  up  to  the  usual  standard.  The  lectures 
of  State  High  School  Inspector  W.  S.  Hertzog  were  particularly 
practical,  helpful  and  timely. 


100  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Our  districts  maintaining  high  schools  are  meeting  the  require- 
ments of  the  inspector  and  none  are  attempting  to  maintain  schools 
of  a  higher  grade  than  is  warranted.  The  increase  in  attendance  at 
the  high  schools  during  the  past  year  or  two  is  almost  phenomenal. 
Yet  more  than  one-half  of  the  applicants  for  admission  are  rejected. 
Our  examination  as  to  time  and  place  are  uniform.  This  year  the 
questions  were  based  on  the  minimum  of  requirements  as  set  forth 
in  the  manual. 

The  annual  convention  of  school  directors  was  held  at  Green- 
ville in  January.  Prof.  John  F.  Bigler,  of  Edinboro,  and  Dr.  J. 
Geo.  Beeht,  of  Clarion,  gave  encouraging  and  inspiring  addresses. 

To  all  who  have  helped  in  any  way  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  public  schools  in  the  county  during  the  year,  we  are  sincerely 
grateful. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— James  F.  Wills. 


Iu  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  we  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit I  his  our  animal  report  of  the  educational  work  of  .Mifflin  county 
during  the  school  year  which  closed  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1910. 
The  year  was  a  pleasant  one,  made  so  by  the  many  kindnesses  and 
courtesies  shown  him  by  the  pupils,  teachers,  directors  and  citizens 
of  the  county  as  he  met  them  while  performing  the  duties  relative 
to  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools.  We  wish  to  re- 
turn our  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  hospitality  shown  and  the  many 
helpful  and  encouraging  words  received  from  our  friends.  We  as- 
sure them  they  were  all  highly  appreciated. 

in  reporting  the  educational  conditions  from  year  to  year,  it  is 
the  custom,  we  note  to  speak  of  the  progress  made  in  the  school 
work.  Seldom  if  ever  does  a  superintendent  admit  that  the  educa- 
tional work  of  his  or  her  county,  city  or  township  is  retrograding. 
This  is  natural.  But  in  all  sincerity,  we  believe  that  the  standard 
of  the  school  work  in  Milllin  county  has  advanced  during  the  past 
year.  Our  schools  are  getting  on  a  more  uniform  basis  and  the  work 
is  becoming  more  systematic,  two  things  that  we  have  been  earnest- 
ly and  persistently  working  for  during  the  past  three  years.  We  have 
always  strongly  advocated  a  state  course  of  study,  (and,  by  the  way, 
we  are  glad  to  know  that  a  state  course  is  with  the  printer  at  the 
present  time)  but  not  having  that,  the  next  best  thing  was  a  uni- 
form county  course  which  we  have  and  our  work  under  it  is  becom- 
ing, as  stated  above,  more  systematic  and  more  uniform:  two  things, 
in    our    opinion,    absolutely    necessary    to    successful    school    work. 
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The  Illinois  Course  of  Study  is  our  adopted  course  and  the  work 
given  therein,  most  of  our  teachers  used,  including  the  choice  se- 
lections of  literature  that  are  recommended.  Monthly  tests  were 
forwarded  each  month  from  the  office  of  the  county  superintendent 
to  every  teacher.  But  our  ideals  along  these  lines  have  not  yet  been 
realized.  There  is  still  room  for  improvement  and  we  hope  to  im- 
prove. But  we  are  satisfied  that  a  uniform  course  of  study  is  a  pri- 
mary essential  to  successful  county  school  supervision. 

The  new  high  school  course,  as  far  as  possible,  was  followed  in 
all  our  high  schools.  It  takes  a  little  time  to  make  the  transition 
from  the  old  courses  to  the  new  one,  but  our  boards  and  principals 
all  endeavored  to  have  the  work  conform  to  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  state  high  school  course  of  study.  Twenty  pupils 
graduated  from  our  high  schools  this  year  and  appropriate  graduat- 
ing exercises  were  held  for  each  class.  Sixty-five  pupils  passed  the 
common  school  examination  and  were  recommended  to  take  up  high 
school  work  next  term.  Twenty-two  of  these  made  an  average  of 
eighty  per  cent,  or  more  in  their  work  and  were  awarded  common 
school  diplomas  because  of  their  high  standing. 

A  number  of  very  successful  local  institutes  and  educational 
meetings  were  held  in  different  districts  in  the  county.  The  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  gratuitously  furnished  a  speaker  for  some  of 
these  meetings  whose  services  were  much  appreciated.  The  Mifflin 
County  Teachers'  Association  is  an  active  body  in  educational  work, 
having  held  four  regular  meetings  and  one  special  meeting  during 
the  year.  These  meetings  were  held  at  different  places  in  the  county. 
Thanksgiving  week.  November  22-2G,  was  the  time  of  the  county 
institute.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  this  institute  was  thor- 
oughly enjoyed  and  of  great  profit  to  all  that  attended  it,  and  the  at- 
tendance was  large.  With  such  men  as  O.  T.  Corson,  S.  D.  Fess,  J.  I. 
Woodruff,  Eeed  B.  Teitrick,  J.  H.  Peachey,  W.  A.  Price  as  instruct- 
ors, and  with  J.  W.  Yoder  as  music  director,  an  institute  could  not 
be  other  than  profitable  and  enjoyable.  Many  were  the  comments 
received  on  the  institute  of  1909.  Then  the  evening  sessions  were  a 
feature.  The  Monday  evening  program  arranged  by  the  Mifflin 
County  Teachers'  Association  was  rendered  to  a  full  house  and  the 
teachers'  banquet  at  the  close  of  the  program  was  a  social  feature 
that  delighted  all.  After  this  evening,  all  seemed  to  be  acquainted. 
Dr.  Dan  McGurk,  The  Commonwealth  Male  Quartette,  and  the  Com- 
monwealth Ladies  Orchestra  were  the  other  evening  attraction. 
Many  pronounced  it  the  best  institute  that  they  had  ever  attended. 
The  annual  School  Directors'  convention  was  held  in  Lewistown 
court  house,  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  January  21-22.  The  attend- 
ance of  directors  at  this  convention  was  not  as  large  as  we  hoped 
for,  but  the  weather  was  very  inclement  which  kept  some  from  attend- 
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ing.  Prof.  Charles  H.  Gordinier,  of  Skippensburg,  Pennsylvania, 
lectured  to  the  convention  on  Friday  evening  and  gave  a  very  prac- 
tical and  helpful  talk  on  Saturday  morning.  The  sessions  were  all 
interesting  and  beneficial. 

The  attendance  of  pupils  was  not  so  good  this  year  as  last  because 
of  contagious  diseases.  Measles  swept  the  county  during  the  winter, 
only  a  few  schools  escaped  tkera.  Wkooping-cougk  was  bad  in  a 
number  of  sckools.  Only  two  kundred  fifty-nine  pupils  received 
certificates  for  perfect  attendance  tkis  term  wkile  last  year  tkree 
kundred  eigkty-eigkt  ckildren  did  not  miss  a  day  during  tke  term. 

We  kad  an  increase  of  tkree  teachers  this  year  over  last  and  we 
succeeded  in  visiting  all  the  schools  twice  excepting  four.  These 
were  closed  when  we  were  making  our  regular  visits. 

Two  splendid  modern  equipped  school  buildings  were  erected  dur- 
ing the  year,  one  in  Union  township  and  the  other  in  Granville 
township.  Both  are  two-story  brick  structures  and  were  built  to 
meet  the  demands  of  township  high  school  work.  The  second  story 
of  the  Union  township  building  is  planned  specially  for  kigk  sckool 
work.  Granville  township  also  built  a  one-room  brick  building  to 
take  tke  place  of  tke  one  burned  in  January,  1909,  mention  of  wkick 
was  made  in  last  year's  report.  All  tkese  buildings  are  a  credit  to 
tke  county  and  to  tke  districts  in  wkick  they  are  located  and  an  honor 
to  the  school  boards  which  had  them  erected  and  to  the  contractors 
building  them.  Bepairs  were  made  to  sckool  buildings  and  sckool 
property  in  nearly  every  district  in  tke  county  wkick  skows  wis- 
dom on  tke  part  of  sckool  boards. 

February  twenty-second  was  observed  at  Patron's  Day  in  our 
sckools.  Special  exercises  appropriate  to  tke  day  aud  montk  were 
keld  in  many  of  tke  sckools  and  a  goodly  number  of  patrons  were 
present. 

It  is  witk  sadness  tkat  we  report  tke  deatk  of  one  of  our  prominent 
and  most  efficient  teackers,  Miss  Mary  Lee  Black,  of  Newton  Hamil- 
ton, for  twelve  years  a  teacker  in  our  county,  but  tkis  term  track- 
ing in  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey,  kaving  gone  tkere  last  September. 
Miss  Black  was  a  native  of  Mifflin  county.  Sbe  was  a  graduate  of 
tke  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  Sckool.  Ske  served  for  sev- 
eral years  as  a  member  of  tke  permanent  certificate  committee  of 
ker  county.  Ske  was  pianist  at  tke  county  institute  for  four  years. 
Miss  Black  was  one  of  Mifflin  county's  very  best  teackers  and  a  young 
lady  of  beautiful  ckaracter.  Profound  sorrow  was  felt  by  tke  teack- 
ers tkrougkout  tke  county  at  tke  news  of  ker  deatk. 

In  concluding  our  report,  we  desire  to  extend  our  sincere  tkanks 
to  tke  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  tkeir  wise  counsel,  to  tke 
press  of  tke  county  for  tke  use  of  tkeir  columns  in  promoting  edu- 
cational influence,  and  to  tke  teackers,  directors  and  citizens  for 
tkeir  kearty  co-operation  in  making  tke  year  pleasant  and  profitable. 
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MONROE  COUNTY— F.  Koehler. 


The  past  school  year  has  in  many  respects,  been  a  most  success- 
ful and  encouraging  one  for  Monroe  county.  The  attendance  was 
greatly  affected  by  the  prevalence  of  those  contagious  diseases  pe- 
culiar to  childhood.  Under  the  present  laws,  children  afflicted  with 
measles  or  any  other  communicable  diseases  are  excluded  from 
school,  and  with  them  are  excluded  those  in  the  immediate  family 
circle  during  the  quarantine  period,  even  though  they  themselves 
are  not  similarly  afflicted.  This,  in  many  instances,  considerably 
reduces  the  percentage  of  attendance  in  our  schools. 

In  many  localities  throughout  our  Commonwealth,  medical  in- 
spection of  school  children  has  received  a  great  deal  of  attention 
on  the  part  of  our  State  authorities.  We  welcome  the  day  when  such 
inspection  will  be  made  in  all  schools  of  our  Keystone  State,  provided 
it  will  be  conducted  along  proper  lines.  Then,  no  doubt,  we  will 
soon  see  the  day  when  that  large  class  of  so-called  "retarded  pupils," 
will  recive  its  just  dues  by  making  inquiries  into  the  causes  of  such 
retardation;  which  will  be  followed  by  the  speedy  removal  of  all 
such  cases  by  administering  specific  remedies. 

It  seems  to  me  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  the  educa- 
tion of  that  class  of  unfortunates  known  as  ''the  mentally  deficient," 
in  a  school  or  schools  apart  from  our  regular  schools,  where  more  at- 
tention could  and  would  be  given  to  the  development  and  use  of  the 
hand  and  less  attention  to  the  acquirement  of  book  knowledge. 

We  have  in  our  County  within  our  public  schools  from  40  to  50 
such  children  who  on  account  of  such  mental  deficiency,  cannot  in 
any  satisfactory  manner,  complete  the  work  of  the  grades;  but  who 
are  a  constant  source  of  worriment  to  the  teacher  in  charge,  and  a 
menace  to  the  progress  of  the  rest  of  the  school.  If  one  or  two  such 
schools  could  be  established  in  every  county  and  put  in  charge  of 
competent  teachers,  I  feel  confident  that  great  benefits  would  result 
therefrom. 

Parents'  or  Patrons'  Day  was  observed  in  all  of  our  schools  ex- 
cept twenty-five.  According  to  the  teachers'  term  reports,  more  than 
4000  visits  were  made  on  this  day  in  our  rural  communities  alone. 
The  exhibition  work  prepared  by  the  pupils  in  most  of  the  schools 
reflects  credit  upon  both  teacher  and  pupils.  Great  enthusiasm  for 
such  work  prevails  in  most  of  our  schools ;  and  parents  are  beginning 
to  co-operate  more  heartily  with  the  teachers  and  other  school 
authorities  in  all  school  matters. 
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During  the  year,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  examining  72  applicants 
for  the  Public  School  Diploma  or  Certificate,  Gl  of  whom  were  suc- 
cessful in  obtaining  the  same.  Most  of  these  pupils  will  enter  some 
High  School  or  the  Normal  School. 

There  were  S7  applicants  for  Provisional  Certificates,  79  of  whom 
passed  the  examination  successfully.  The  Professional  applicants 
numbered  13,  all  of  whom  passed  a  satisfactory  examination.  The 
12  applicants  for  Permanent  Certificates  passed  the  examination 
successfully  and  were  recommended  by  the  committee. 

During  The  year  i he  teaching  corps  was  constituted  as  follows: 

Beginner   Teachers 17 

Provisional  <  Jertificates,    60 

Professional   Certificates,    28 

Permanent   Certificates 18 

Normal  School  Graduates,  50 

Graduates  of  <  'olleges,    5 

At  the  opening  of  the  school  term,  the  superintendent  conducted 
a  school  of  methods  for  beginner  teachers  for  a  period  of  two  days. 
Practically  all  our  beginner  teachers  attended,  and  they  all  seemed 
to  be  greatly  interested  in  visiting  some  of  our  best  schools  in  the  bor- 
oughs, taught  by  experienced  and  successful  teachers. 

Four  District  Institutes  were  held  during  the  year.  Most  of  these 
were  well  attended  by  the  teachers  and  others  in  spite  of  the  fact, 
that  severe  snow-storms  prevailed  while  two  of  them  were  being  held. 

Local  Institutes  and  Monthly  Teachers'  Meetings  were  held  in  a 
number  of  the  townships  and  boroughs. 

The  superintended  also  conducted  a  series  of  Educational  Meet- 
ings at  convenient  places  throughout  the  county,  emphasizing  ques- 
tions and  problems  of  local  importance.  Teachers,  directors,  and 
patrons  of  our  schools  manifested  great  interest  in  these  meetings. 

The  fiftieth  County  Institute,  held  at  Stroudsburg,  Nov.  8-19,  1909, 
j. roved  one  of  the  most  successful  ever  held  in  the  county. 

The  instructors  were  Drs.  Clonics  Calvert  Ellis,  S.  C.  Schmucker, 
E.  L.  Kemp,  C.  II.  Gordinier,  Profs.  Oden  C.  Gortner,  Leon  E.  Bell, 
and  Charles  A.   Dobson,  Musical  Instructor. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  given  by  The  Commonwealth 
Concert  Company,  Lecture,  Dr.  C.  EL  Gordinier;  The  Hearons'  Sis- 
ters  Concerl  Company;  The  Commonwealth  Ladies  Orchestra. 

On  Friday  afternoon  of  the  Institute  week,  we  celebrated  the 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  County  Institute;  at  which  time  the  fol- 
lowing Ex-County  Superintendents  each  delivered  an  address:  B.  F. 
Morev.  J.  W.  Paul,  T.  B.  Serfass,  H.  L.  Walter. 

All  these  addresses  were  of  a  historical  nature  and  were  exceed- 
ingly interesting. 

The  County  Institute  was  an  intellectual  feast  and  inspiration 
to  everyone  who  could  attend  any  of  its  sessions. 
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The  Seventh  Annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  at  the  Court 
House,  Wednesday,  January  12,  1910.  Topics  of  local  interest  were 
discussed  by  directors  and  two  inspiring  addresses  were  delivered 
by  Supt-.  Eli  M.  Kapp. 

The  Convention  was  well  attended  by  directors.  On  Saturday, 
February  19,  1910,  the  Grammar  and  High  School  Teachers'  associa- 
tion met  in  session  and  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  Saturday,  February  26,  1910,  the  Primary  and  Secondary 
Teachers'  Association  met  and  likewise  elected  officers.  At  both 
these  meetings  important  educational  topics  were  discussed. 

The  work  accomplished  by  our  borough  and  township  high  schools 
is  very  gratifying.  The  Commencement  Exercises  held  by  these 
schools  were  of  a  very  high  and  elevating  nature.  I  am  sorry  that 
space  does  not  permit  me  to  comment  more  fully  upon  these  exer- 
cises. 

The  East  Stroudsburg  Normal  School  and  our  flourishing  training 
schools  in  the  West  End  of  the  County,  Polytechnic  Institute  and 
Fairview  Academy,  deserve  much  credit  for  the  training  of  our 
teachers  who  are  constantly  inspired  to  higher  and  nobler  ideals. 

Permit  me  to  thank  the  press  of  our  County,  the  school  directors, 
the  noble  army  of  teachers,  and  the  general  public,  for  the  hearty  co- 
operation in  all  my  public  school  labors. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.   Horace  Landis. 


During  the  year  there  were  44  examinations  held  for  the  gradua- 
tion of  pupils,  and  14  teachers'  examinations  held  at  different  centers 
of  the  county.  A  total  of  257  candidates  presented  themselves  for 
teaching,  and  of  these  44  were  rejected.  57  of  our  teachers  have  had 
no  previous  experience,  but  many  of  them  have  had  complete  or 
partial  courses  in  pedagogy  at  Normal  schools,  Colleges  and  Pre- 
paratory schools.  The  outlook  for  better  teachers  in  the  future  is 
good  since  the  demand  for  trained  teachers  in  Montgomery  is  strong. 
The  trained  candidates,  as  a  rule,  are  sought  by  boards  of  directors. 

I  am  glad  to  report  the  desire  on  the  part  of  a  large  percentage  of 
our  teachers  to  attend  the  various  schools  offering  courses  of  study 
for  teachers.  In  last  year's  report  this  fact  Avas  mentioned.  This 
number  has  been  increased  since  then  and  indicates  the  spirit  that  is 
progressive,  the  kind  that  is  needed  to-day  in  the  school  room. 
These  courses  for  teachers  are  offered  by  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ursinus  College,  Perkiomen  Seminary  and  other  nearby 
schools.     These  teachers  find  the  time  to  attend  the  courses  at  nights, 
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on  Saturdays  or  during  the  Summer  vacations.  Montgomery  coun- 
ty is  fortunately  situated  and  blessed  in  this  respect.  It  is  expected 
that  many  more  of  our  teachers  will  take  advantage  of  these  oppor- 
tunities of  self  improvement  thereby  keeping  fresh  and  growing 
stronger  each  year  in  their  work. 

A  night  class  in  pedagogy  was  organized  in  Norristown  last  year 
by  Dr.  A.  Duncan  Yocum  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  This 
class  met  once  a  week,  and  was  composed  principally  of  teachers  from 
districts  adjacent  to  Norristown.  It  is  believed  that  the  same  class 
will  be  continued  next  year,  and  the  indications  are  that  many  new 
names  of  teachers  from  Norristown  and  its  vicinity  will  be  added  to 
the  roll  of  the  class. 

October  seventh  1909  Abington  dedicated  its  New  Township  High 
School  Building.  Its  cost  was  about  $75,000.  It  is  the  most  modern 
in  its  appointments  of  its  kind  in  the  county,  if  not  in  the  State. 
The  event  marked  the  most  important  educational  gathering  of  the 
year  in  the  county.  Hon.  Leslie  M.  Shaw  was  the  orater  of  the 
occasion.  His  address  was  a  fine  one  and  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  large  gathering  of  friends  and  taxpayers  of  Abington's  schools 
and  its  vicinity. 

Sumneytown  Independent  district  erected  a  new  three  roomed 
building  on  a  fine  spacious  lot  outside  of  the  village.  Towamensing 
erected  also  a  new  three  roomed  building  at  Kulpsville.  Its  location 
is  central  and  the  lot  is  large  and  one  of  the  finest  in  the  community. 
Each  of  these  buildings  is  modern  in  its  appointments  and  indicates 
better  things  for  the  children  in  the  future. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Norristown 
during  the  last  week  in  October  and  was  the  largest  attended  one 
ever  held  in  Montgomery  county.  There  were  absentees  and  these 
were  all  accounted  for. 

We  are  a  growing  institute,  growing  in  numbers  and  striving  to 
gain  in  efficiency.  Last  year  we  felt  that  we  had  grown  too  large 
for  the  High  School  Auditorium  to  hold  us  on  Thursday,  Directors' 
day,  when  the  directors  assemble  in  general  session  with  us.  We 
filled  the  seats,  the  aisles  and  overflowed  into  the  hallway.  This 
year  we  used  the  Opera  House  for  the  Thursday  afternoon  session 
and  all  could  secure  seats.  This  year  with  a  larger  number  of  teach- 
ers enrolled  than  ever  before  we  felt  that  we  were  closely  crowded 
together  in  all  our  general  or  afternoon  sessions.  The  Auditorium 
is  admirably  adapted  for  our  divided  institute  sessions  in  the  morn- 
ing. Now,  after  due  considerations  of  the  plans  for  1930,  it  was  de- 
cided to  hold  all  the  afternoon  sessions  in  the  Grand  Opera  House, 
thus  affording  our  teachers  and  friends  the  needed  comfort  for  next 
year.  The  instructors  were:  Prof.  E.  A.  Kirkpatrick,  Dr.  W.  Twit- 
myer,  Prof.  A.  N.  Palmer,  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris,  Dr.  Nathan 
C.  Schaeffer  and  Dr.  A.  Duncan  Yocum. 
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The  various  kinds  of  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the 
year.  There  were  the  usual  number  of  parent — teachers'  meetings, 
teachers'  district  meetings,  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings 
of  teachers,  directors  and  Superintendent.  The  Directors'  Associa- 
tion held  two  meetings  during  the  year.  Timely  topics  were  dis- 
cussed at  the  directors'  meetings.  A  large,  representative  and  earnest 
gathering  of  directors  was  present  at  each  one  of  these  meetings. 

Encouraging  reports  have  been  received  on  the  good  work  done 
throughout  the  County  in  the  teaching  of  English.  Much  stress 
was  placed  on  this  subject  the  last  three  years  and  the  examinations 
this  year  of  the  graduates  show  gratifying  gains  and  improvements 
in  this  subject.  The  teachers  are  urged  to  continue  this  good  work 
with  increased  interest  and  activity  the  coming  year. 

In  the  review  of  the  year's  work  of  the  schools  I  can  conscien 
tiously  report  commendable  progress  in  all  lines  of  activity.  For  the 
Department  at  Harrisburg,  the  directors  and  teachers,  I  have  the 
kindliest  feeling  for  their  hearty  co-operation. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Derr. 


We  have  nothing  unusual  to  report  concerning  the  work  done  in 
the  schools  during  the  past  year.  We  had  a  body  of  faithful  and 
earnest  teachers  who  were  well  trained  for  their  work  and  I  believe 
commendable  progress  was  made  along  all  lines  of  school  work. 
It  has  been  the  aim  of  both  teachers  and  directors  to  make  the  schools 
deserving  the  hearty  support  of  the  patrons  and  citizens  by  earnestly 
and  faithfully  striving  to  make  a  liberal  education  the  one  best  asset 
that  a  boy  and  girl  can  have. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  Danville  during  the  week  of 
November  29th,  1909,  and  proved  to  be  a  success  in  every  way, 
There  were  no  disappointments,  and  the  program  was  carried  out 
in  every  particular.  The  teachers  aided  very  much  by  faithful  at- 
tendance and  attention.  All  were  present  during  every  session  ex- 
cept one  day's  attendance  by  one  teacher.  Our  Instructors  were  the 
best  we  could  get  for  the  money  we  have  to  use  for  Institute  pur- 
poses. The  Instructors  were  as  follows:  Superintendent  D.  N. 
Dieffenbacher,  of  Danville,  in  Music;  Dr.  George  Leslie  Omwake,  of 
Ursinus  College;  Paul  Martin  Pearson,  of  Swarthmore  College,  and 
George  M.  JLillett,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.     The  evening 
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Lecturers  were  as  follows: — Eev.  Cameron  Snavely,  on  "Tom  and 
His  Girl*',  Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  on  "Lincoln",  and  Paul  Martin 
Pearson,  on  ''James  Whitcomb  Eiley." 

Eight  Local  Institutes  were  held  in  different  sections  of  the  County 
during  the  year.  These  meetings  are  growing  in  public  favor  year  by 
year  and  are  productive  of  much  good  as  they  bring  parents  and 
teachers  together  in  one  common  cause. 

The  examinations  for  the  Eighth  Grade  were  uniform  as  to  date  and 
questions.  The  examination  was  held  on  April  2nd.  Twenty-nine 
pupils  passed  this  examination  successfully.  This  was  one  of  the  best 
classes  we  have  examined  for  the  County  Diploma. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  Convention  in 
Danville  on  January  26th.  Sixt}--one  of  our  Directors  were  present. 
The  addresses  were  made  by  Superintendent  Fred  Bobbins  and  Hon- 
orable Emerson  Collins,  of  Williamsport.  The  Convention  was  a 
success. 

The  Township  High  School  in  Deny  is  doing  most  excellent  work 
ill  is  year.  Derry  is  to  be  congratulated  that  they  saw  the  vision 
of  the  High  School  provisions  and  possibilities  several  years  ago, 
and  now  they  have  passed  the  experimental  stage.  There  were  three 
gentlemen  graduated  this  year.  The  patrons  in  this  district  look 
with  pride  on  this  school,  and  the  effect  it  has  on  the  other  schools 
is  marked,  since  it  gives  something  for  which  to  work. 

We  appreciate  very  much  the  assistance  of  all  the  factors  that 
have  helped  in  the  ail  ministration  of  the  duties  of  1he  office.  We 
thank  the  teachers  and  the  Directors  and  those  interested  in  the 
public  school  in  general  for  their  loyalty  and  support;  the  press  for 
its  interest  as  shown  in  its  reports  given  all  of  our  educational 
meetings;  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  many  kind- 
nesses throughout  the  vear. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— George  A.  Grim. 


Many  of  our  directors  have  introduced  an  approved  system  of 
teaching  primary  pupils  how  to  read.  Seventy-three  per  cent,  of 
our  districts  teach  reading  according  to  one  of  three  methods  (Ward, 
Aldine,  New  Educational.) 

This  was  our  first  year  for  the  Aldine  system,  the  system  certainly 
gave  good  satisfaction.  Teachers,  pupils,  patrons  and  directors  are 
well  pleased  with  the  results.  Many  teachers  told  me  that  they  have 
accomplished  more  this  year  than  in  twice  the  time  according  to 
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the  old  plans.  The  work  has  been  exceptionally  successful  in  our 
rural  schools.  The  mechanical  work  is  much  less  and  easier  than 
some  of  the  other  methods.  The  material  is  interesting  and  adapted 
to  the  child  mind. 

Much  of  the  success  is  due  to  the  interesting  manual  furnished 
by  the  publishers,  Newson  &  Co.,  and  to  the  personal  instruction 
given  to  the  teachers  by  Miss  Mabel  Bragg,  who  spent  several  weeks 
in  our  county  last  fall,  visiting  teachers  and  demonstrating  the  plan 
of  the  newly  adopted  system.  During  the  day  Miss  Bragg  visited 
the  schools  in  a  district  and  conducted  recitations.  In  the  even* 
ing  she  frequently  lectured  to  the  teachers  of  the  entire  township, 
occasionally  we  had  round  table  discussions.  We  in  our  county 
know  of  nothing  that  has  even  brought  us  better  results  and  general 
satisfaction.  Tt  has  been  a  success  in  every  township  and  borough. 
During  the  year  centralization  has  spread  into  several  districts, 
we  have  only  six  districts  in  which  we  have  not  entire  or  partial  cen- 
tralization; of  these  three  send  their  advanced  pupils  to  near-by 
towns.  Lehigh  township  dedicated  a  new  four-room  building  con- 
taining the  High  School  and  a  grammar  grade,  which  pupils  are  ex- 
pected to  attend  ere  entering  the  High  School. 

Bethlehem  township  is  the  proud  possessor  of  one  of  the  most 
modern  eight-room  buildings  in  our  county. 

Lower  Nazareth  township  has  the  most  spacious  two-room  build- 
ing in  our  county,  what  a  pleasing  contrast  these  large,  well  lighted 
and  comfortably  heated  rooms  are  to  the  old  school  rooms  of  yester- 
day. 

In  all  of  these  buildings  we  have  modern  furniture,  single  desks 
etc.,  and  the  heat  comes  from  an  unseen,  unheard  and  dustless  source. 
Upper   Nazareth    erected    a   one-room   building   and   furnished   it 
with  single  desks.     Washington  township  erected  a  four-room  build- 
ing at  Koseto,  an  Italian  settlement. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  recall  the  educational  activity  during  the  past 
year.  The  Educational  Club's  meetings  were  well  attended,  the 
discussions  were  of  a  high  order.  The  best  meeting  no  doubt  was  the 
one  held  at  Lehigh  University,  which  was  attended  by  the  President 
of  Lehigh  University  and  several  professors,  the  President  of 
Muhlenburg  College,  the  President  of  the  Moravian  College  and  sev- 
eral professors.  Lafayette  College  was  represented.  Some  teachers 
from  other  counties  were  in  attendance.  The  club  was  the  guest 
of  the  University  and  enjoyed  a  good  supper  at  "The  Commons". 
The  evening  was  pleasantly  spent  in  beautiful  "Drown  Hall. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  attending  special  Saturday  courses  at 
Lehigh  University  and  Muhlenburg  College.  These  institutions  are 
offering  special  work  for  teachers,    Lehigh  offered  a  very  good  course 
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in  history,  etc.,  and  thus  aids  us  in  our  year's  work,  we  outlined  a 
course  in  U.  S.  history  for  our  teachers,  several  districts  have  placed 
some  of  the  supplementary  books  upon  the  teachers'  desks. 

The  following  instructors  made  our  annual  Teachers'  Institute 
a  great  success.  Dr.  Cottingham  pronounced  it  one  of  the  best  ever 
held  in  Easton.  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dean  W.  W.  Boyd,  high  school  sec- 
tion. Prof.  O.  L.  Warren,  Hon.  B.  M.  McNeal,  Miss  Sara  C.  Lovejoy, 
delivered  one  talk.  Miss  Mabel  0.  Bragg  had  charge  of  the  primary 
section.  Supt.  F.  W.  Bobbins  and  G.  A.  Grim  addressed  the  rural 
teachers  on  Monday  morning.  Prof.  O.  II.  Yetter  again  had  charge 
of  the  singing. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended,  the  members  were 
pleased  with  Siegfried  as  a  meeting  place.  It  gave  many  an  op- 
portunity to  see  the  famous  wood  carvings  of  the  late  Mr.  Weiss.  The 
directors  saw  the  foundation  of  the  now  completed  $90,000  High 
School.  The  meetings  were  addressed  by  director  Chas.  Bebert,  a 
former  successful  teacher,  G.  A.  Grim,  and  Supt.  N.  C.  Schaeffer. 

Our  local  teachers'  institutes  were  well  attended,  no  one  failed 
to  perform  the  assigned  work. 

Durng  the  year  many  special  programs  were  rendered;  many 
flag-poles  were  erected  and  numerous  flags  were  presented  by  some 
of  the  patriotic  orders.  In  several  cases  beautifully  framed  pictures 
of  our  genuine  Americans  were  presented  to  the  schools. 

The  educational  programs  at  the  Farmers'  Institutes  were  well 
arranged  and  much  good  results  from  these  meetings  because  we 
reach  a  class  of  people  that  are  difficult  to  attract  to  the  other 
educational  events.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  take  an  active  part  at 
each  of  the  three  institutes. 

Sentiment  in  our  county  is  divided  in  regard  to  the  merit  of 
our  high  school  inspection. 


NOBTHUMBEBLAND  COUNTY— Wallace  W.  Fetzer. 


Educational  sentiment  continues  to  grow  in  every  section  of  the 
county.  We  feel  that  the  work  done  in  the  schools  during  the  past 
year  has  been  of  a  higher  order.  Many  teachers  are  seeking  self 
improvement  by  attending  training  schools  for  teachers,  which  we 
consider  a  good  sign  for  better  schools  in  the  future.  The  buildings 
and  grounds  have  received  more  attention  from  directors  than  in  any 
one  previous  year.  They  aim  to  make  the  improvements  permanent, 
safe,  sightly  and  convenient.  In  most  districts  the  directors  are  alive 
to  their  duties  and  work  in  harmony  with  the  superintendent  and 
teachers,    They  are  anxious  that  their  teachers  carry  out  the  instruc- 
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tions  of  the  superintendent  and  aid  in  securing  more  systematic 
grading,  closer  applicatin  to  a  uniform  course  of  study  and  in  the 
general  improvement  of  conditions  along  all  lines.  The  majority  of 
the  teachers  readily  respond  to  the  best  interests  of  their  schools. 
True,  we  have  some  who  never  attend  any  local  institutes  or  educa- 
tional meetings  and  have  become  so  permanently  fixed  in  their  views 
that  they  are  content  to  travel  along  in  the  same  old  rut  of  former 
years. 

This  year  seventy-one  pupils  passed  the  examination  for  Common 
School  Diploma  and  one  hundred  three  passed  the  Seventh  Grade. 

The  districts  of  Gearhart  and  Kiverside  established  a  joint  High 
school  and  did  exceedingly  creditable  work. 

Four  new  buildings  were  erected  one  in  Lower  Mahanoy,  one  in 
Turbut  and  two  in  Point.  All  the  buidings  are  well  constructed. 
We  consider  that  the  district  of  Point  did  unusual  work.  Two  years 
ago  they  erected  an  up-to-date  building  at  No.  1.  Last  summer 
when  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  began  the  construction  of  their 
new  yards  at  Northumberland  this  building  stood  on  the  ground 
wished  by  the  company  A  new  site  was  secured,  the  building  torn 
down  and  rebuilt  on  the  new  site.  They  put  up  another  new  build- 
ing at  No.  3.  Both  buildings  are  equipped  with  furnace  heat,  single 
seats,  good  black  boards  and  heated  cloak  rooms.  At  No.  2  they 
installed  a  Waterbury  system  of  heating  which  is  giving  excellent 
satisfaction.  All  is  clear  of  debt  and  was  done  without  increasing 
the  tax  rate.  Herdon  finished  a  fourth  room  and  added  another 
teacher  to  their  force. 

County  institute  was  held  December  20-24.  We  had  a  well-bal- 
anced course.  The  instruction  given  was  of  the  kind  which  helps 
teachers  in  their  schools.  Our  corps  of  instructors  consisted  of  Depu- 
ty State  Superintendent  Keed  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  A.  B.  VanOrmer, 
Prof.  A.  W.  Clark,  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel  and  Superintendents  Ellen- 
berger,  Wilson  and  Dean  of  the  County.  Wednesday  of  institute 
week  was  observed  as  Directors'  Day,  when  many  directors  were 
present.  During  the  forenoon  they  held  a  short  separate  session 
when  they  were  addressed  by  Supt.  Teitrick  and  Dr.  VanOrmer. 
In  the  afternoon  we  had  one  large  joint  meeting. 

The  Directors'  Association  meeting  was  held  January  26.  If  at- 
tendance at  these  meetings  is  any  evidence  of  an  increased  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  schools,  then  surely,  we  are  to  be  congratulated. 
Each  year  sees  a  larger  number  present.  This  year  we  numbered 
one  hundred  forty.  All  but  four  districts  were  represented.  The 
speakers  were  Hon.  Eeed  B.  Teitrick,  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin 
and  Supt.  I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger.  The  directors  were  pleased  with  the 
work  done  and  the  instruction  given. 

At  the  County  Institute  it  was  decided  to  organize  a  County  Edu- 
cational Association  with  the  first  meeting  to  be  held  at  Mt  Carmel. 
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A  second  meeting  was  held  at  Milton  in  April.  The  programs  were 
excellent  but  the  general  trend  of  the  discussions  were  pertinent  to 
graded  work.  Tf  we  hope  to  reach  the  country  teacher  we  must  give 
some  attention  to  his  problems. 

Eleven  local  institutes  were  held.  Eighty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
attended.  In  some  districts  the  directors  make  it  obligatory  on  the 
part  of  their  teachers  to  attend  one  or  more  of  these  meetings.  In 
some  districts  the  teachers  have  regularly  conducted  reading  courses. 

It  is  with  sorrow  that  we  note  the  death  of  two  of  the  active  school 
men  of  the  County.  On  August  31  occurred  the  death  of  Mr.  Ira 
Shipman  who  was,  for  many  years,  closely  identified  with  the 
schools  of  the  count}r.  He  served  several  years  as  Principal  of  the 
Sunbury  High  School,  two  terms  as  County  Superintendent  and  nine 
years  as  Superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Sunbury.  He  was  a  hard 
earnest  worker  and  filled  the  different  positions  faithfully  and  well. 
The  other  was  that  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Hoy.  For  a  number  of  years  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  North- 
umberland. Mr.  Hoy  always  took  an  active  interest  in  the  schools 
and  in  the  welfare  of  the  children. 

We  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Department  for  courtesy  shown  and 
the  help  given  during  the  year. 


PERRY  COUNTY— Daniel  A.  Kline. 


We  are  able  to  report  a  reasonably  successful  year  of  school  work. 
In  general,  efficient  service  was  rendered  by  the  teachers  of  Perry 
County.  A  large  percentage  of  our  teachers  are  governed  in  their 
work  by  a  high  sense  of  duty  and  responsibiity.  Our  best  teachers 
manifest  a  healthy  professional  spirit.  Each  year  sees  them  grow 
in  worth  and  zeal.  However,  we  have  our  share  of  undesirables,  those 
who,  in  their  inefficiency,  demonstrate  either  incapacity  or  indis- 
position for  study,  growth,  and  professional  improvement. 

There  is  a  lively  school  sentiment  in  districts  where  good  teachers 
prevail;  it  lags  where  teachers  show  little  activity  other  than  is 
required  in  securing  a  school  and  in  drawing  the  monthly  salary. 
Too  many  teachers  fail  to  realize  that  a  very  important  part  of  their 
business  is  to  grow  school  sentiment  where  little  or  none  exists. 

There  were  held,  during  the  pear,  thirteen  examinations  for  pro- 
visional certificates.     In  all,  120  certificates  were  granted,  and  56 
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were  refused.  The  chief  element  of  weakness  in  applicants  for  cer- 
tificates is  not  so  much  a  lack  of  scholarship,  as  a  lack  of  sufficient 
professional  training. 

Of  our  teachers,  92  held  provisional  certificates;  40  permanent 
or  professional  certificates;  48  Normal  Diplomas.  Nine  were  col- 
lege graduates.     Twenty-two  had  no  previous  experience. 

A  very  large  number  of  young  men  and  young  women  natives  of 
Perry  county,  who  hold  higher  grades  of  certificates,  are  teaching 
in  other  parts  of  the  State,  where  a  greater  length  of  term,  higher 
salary,  and  better  prospects  for  retention  in  continuous  service  are 
incentives. 

While  this  state  of  affairs  may  be  fortunate  for  those  making  the 
exodus,  it  is  unfortunate  for  our  schools. 

Most  of  the  districts  maintained  a  good  average  percentage  of  at- 
tendance on  the  part  of  the  pupils.  As  a  rule,  boards  of  directors 
made  honest  efforts  to  enforce  the  compulsory  school  law. 

We  have  a  number  of  schools  of  very  small  enrollment.  General- 
ly, in  very  small  schools,  but  little  effective  work  is  accomplished. 
Both  teachers  and  pupils  lose  interest.  It  woud  be  a  saving  of  money 
and  would  prove  a  real  blessing  to  many  children,  if  boards  were 
empowered  to  close  schools  where  the  total  enrollment  falls  below  a 
certain  number. 

During  the  year  the  necessary  improvements  and  repairs  were 
made  in  all  of  the  districts.  Tuscarora  township  completely  over- 
hauled one  of  its  school  buildings,  greatly  adding  to  its  appearance 
and  comfort.  A  modern  and  substantial  structure  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  old  Bed  Hill  school  house  in  Jackson  township. 

We  have  seven  districts  doing  high  school  work.  The  latest  to 
inaugurate  the  work  was  Penn  township.  The  high  school  does 
not  find  ready  favor  in  many  of  the  country  districts. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 
Almost  invariably  the  weather  was  decidedly  inclement  on  the  dates 
appointed  for  the  meetings,  preventing  to  some  extent  the  usual  large 
attendance.  Despite  the  handicap  most  of  the  sessions  were  pro- 
ductive of  good.  During  the  coming  year  these  meetings  will  be 
under  way  earlier  in  the  term. 

The  Teachers'  Annual  Institute,  held  in  New  Bloomfied,  Nov.  29 
to  Dec.  3,  was  a  splendid  success.  There  was  a  good  turnout  of 
teachers,  and  friends  of  education  from  all  parts  of  the  county 
were  present.  During  every  session  the  utmost  capacity  of  the  court 
room  was  taxed.  The  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  Ira  Howerth,  Dr. 
T.  S.  Lowden,  and  Dr.  A.  B.  VanOrmer.  The  evening  entertainments 
consisted  of  lectures  by  Dr.  Dan  McGurk  and  Dr.  Quay  Boselle,  and 
concerts  by  the  Vassar  Girls  and  by  the  Commonwealth  Ladies' 
Orchestra  of  Boston. 
8—6—1910 
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On  Frday  evening,  February  4th,  Dr.  W.  Quay  Koselle  delivered 
a  very  able  and  interesting  lecture  to  directors  and  others.  On  Satur- 
day, Februray  5th,  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  School  Directors' 
Association  was  held.  Mr.  H.  E.  Bitter,  of  Liverpool,  was  unani- 
mously elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year.  Brief  addresses  were 
made  by  Messrs.  J.  W.  Buchannon,  J.  K.  Lupfer,  and  J.  C.  Fritz. 
James  M.  Barnett,  Esq.,  gave  a  very  able  exposition  of  the  legal 
aspect  of  "The  Borough  High  School  in  its  Kelation  to  the  Surround- 
ing Districts."  Mr.  John  D.  Baker,  Jr.,  in  an  erudite  address,  set 
forth  the  meaning  of  an  education.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction,  was  present  and  acquitted  him- 
self in  his  usual  able  and  instructive  manner. 

Thanks  are  due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  directors 
and  teachers,  the  patrons  and  public  press  for  their  hearty  co-opera- 
tion and  for  the  many  personal  favors  conferred. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  hard  work.  Everybody  has  been 
working  and  results  have  been  very  gratifying.  School  officers  have 
been  active  and  the  teachers,  as  a  whole  have  never  done  better. 
The  books  recommended  for  professional  reading  have  been  generally 
read,  our  educational  meetings  have  been  well  attended,  and  other 
evidence  of  the  progress  of  our  teachers  has  been  very  manifest. 
The  children  too  seemed  to  catch  the  spirit  so  much  in  evidence  as  was 
shown  by  the  large  number  taking  the  examinations  for  common 
school  diploma. 

Several  districts  made  needed  repairs  to  buildings,  while  others 
made  such  additions  to  apparatus  as  slate  blackboards,  globes,  and 
Band  &  McNally's  spring  roller  maps.  Milford  Independent  Dis- 
trict purchased  a  two  hundred  dollar  laboratory  for  use  in  the  high 
school.  In  fact,  a  spirit  of  progressiveness  has  evidenced  itself  in 
all  except  one  district.  In  Delaware,  a  retrogressive  step  was  taken 
in  reducing  the  term  from  eight  to  seven  months.  This  action  was 
not  due  to  complaints  of  taxpayers,  but  was  due  largely  to  a  false 
idea  of  economy  held  by  certain  members  of  the  board  who  chanced 
to  hold  the  controlling  power  and  who  have  no  interest  in  the 
schools  other  than  the  reduction  of  taxes. 

Our  annual  institute  convened  at  Matamoras,  October  25-29,  in- 
clusive. The  instructors  were  Dr.  Charles  H.  Gordinier,  Shippens- 
burg  State  Normal  School,  Dr.  Charles  Calvert  Ellis,  Juniata  Col- 
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lege  and  Eev.  W.  H.  Kindt,  Matauioras.  Mr.  S.  M.  Spedon,  New 
York,  was  our  regular  entertainer.  The  instruction,  interest  and  at- 
tention were  all  that  could  be  desired  and,  as  a  result,  nothing  but 
words  of  highest  praise  was  heard  for  the  institute. 

Our  usual  number  of  local  institutes  was  held  during  the  year. 
In  some  districts  the  local  institute  is  looked  forward  to  by  the 
patrons  wth  pleasurable  anticipation,  and  we  are  always  assured 
of  a  large  and  enthusiastic  audience  in  these  districts. 

The  annual  convention  of  school  directors  was  held  at  Milford, 
December  6th  and  7th.  The  principal  speakers  were  Prof.  E.  M. 
McNeal,  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  J.  H.  Van  Etten,  Esq., 
Milford,  and  Eev.  W.  H.  Kindt,  Matamoras.  All  addresses  were  full 
of  inspiration  and  teemed  with  practical  suggestions  for  the  admin- 
istration of  school  affairs.     Forty-three  directors  were  in  attendance. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  by  the  Matamoras  High  School, 
June  3,  when  a  class  of  seven  members  was  graduated,  six  girls  and 
one  boy.  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School, 
delivered  the  commencement  address.  The  Milford  High  School 
graduated  but  one  girl. 

In  conclusion,  I  owe  my  thanks  to  the  press  of  the  county  for 
loyal  support  of  every  educational  movement.  To  the  directors, 
teachers  and  patrons,  and  to  the  Department  for  prompt  and  cheer- 
ful help  to  any  appeal  made,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  ap- 
preciation. I  look  forward  to  another  year  with  renewed  energy 
and  feel  that  we  were  never  in  better  condition  to  do  more  effective 
work  than  now. 


POTTEE  COUNTY— B,  O.  Welfling. 


A  county  superintendent  in  reviewing  the  year's  work  will  nat- 
urally find  many  things  that  are  discouraging.  His  field  of  work  is  so 
extensive  that  very  many  things  which  he  would  like  to  have  done 
have  remained  unaccomplished.  Yet,  while  this  is  true,  if  the  su- 
perintendent is  a  conscientious  worker  and  does  his  duty  as  he  finds 
it,  there  will  naturally  also  be  some  things  which  will  be  of  an  en- 
couraging nature. 

The  progress  in  Potter  county  during  the  last  year  has  been 
largely  in  the  equipment  of  our  schools.  However,  we  also  feel  that 
the  teaching  force  as  a  whole  is  somewhat  stronger  than  that  of  the 
previous  year. 
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All  rural  school  teachers  were  asked  to  report  at  the  end  of  the 
school  term  the  following  questions. 

1.  What  improvement  did  your  school  make  on  the  school  grounds 
during  the  present  term  of  school? 

To  this  question  nearly  all  teachers  reported  that  the  grounds 
had  been  cleaned.  Many  reported  that  flower  beds  had  been  made 
and  that  lilacs,  rosebushes  and  shrubs  had  been  planted.  The  re- 
ports also  show  that  over  three  hundred  trees  had  been  set  out. 
Several  schools  made  vegetable  gardens. 

2.  Amount  of  net  proceeds  of  school  socials  and  how  money  was 
expended  ? 

The  reports  show  that  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and 
one  cent  had  been  raised  by  school  socials.  This  money  was  used  to 
buy  books,  pictures,  wall  paper,  paint,  etc. 

3.  What  attempt  at  school  gardens  in  1908-1909? 

The  teachers  reported  many  flower  gardens  and  several  vegetable 
gardens. 

4.  What  picture  bought  for  the  school  room?     Entire  cost? 

To  this  question  the  teachers  reported  that  one  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  pictures  had  been  bought.  The  aggregate  cost  of  these 
pictures  is  $180.80.  This  does  not  include  many  small  pictures. 
This  report  shows  that  in  nearly  every  rural  school  room  there  is  at 
least  one  picture,  a  reproduction  of  a  work  of  art  which  cost  not 
less  than  one  dollar,  while  the  average  cost  is  considerably  above 
this  amount.  There  is  hardly  a  child  in  Potter  county  to-day  of 
school  age  but  that  can  name  some  of  the  great  artists  and  some  of 
the  pictures  painted  by  them. 

5.  Books  added  to  the  library?     Value  of  books? 

There  were  added  339  books  to  the  rural  school  libraries  during 
the  term.  Besides  these  books  the  teachers  got  much  supplementary 
reading  and  many  pamphlets  from  Washington. 

0.     Improvement  made  by  school  directors? 

Never  in  the  history  of  Potter  county  did  the  school  directors 
make  so  many  repairs  as  during  the  past  term.  In  every  township 
the  directors  made  all  the  improvements  or  some  of  the  improve- 
ments suggested  by  the  county  superintendent  in  his  reports  to 
the  various  boards. 

Summer  School. 

The  second  session  of  the  summer  normal  school  is  proving  the 
need  of  such  an  institution.  The  results  have  been  very  gratifying. 
Many  young  people  get  the  idea  here  to  go  to  normal  schools  and  col- 
leges. It  gives  a  splendid  opportunity  for  high  school  graduates  to 
review  for  teachers'  examinations.  The  cultural  growth  of  young 
teachers  who  attend  this  school,  is  very  marked. 
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Perfect  Attendance. 

During  the  past  term  I  issued  245  certificates  to  pupils  who  had 
attended  school  the  entire  term  and  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy. 

Teachers. 

The  teachers  who  held  provisional  certificates,  as  a  rule,  were 
much  better  prepared  than  the  preceding  school  term.  Yet  prepara- 
tion is  not  always  a  test  of  efficiency  in  the  rural  school  teacher. 
We  have  found  teachers  holding  low  grade  provisional  certificates 
who  did  work  far  superior  to  that  done  by  some  normal  school 
graduates.  A  knowledge  of  rural  school  conditions  plus  thorough 
daily  preparation  go  far  toward  makng  a  good  rural  school.  The 
normal  schools  do  not  equip  teachers  for  rural  schools.  The  little 
training  young  people  do  get  is  gotten  by  teaching  a  single  grade  at 
one  time  in  the  model  school,  while  in  the  rural  schools  these  same 
people  must  manage  from  five  to  eight  grades. 

We  had  96  teachers  who  held  provisional  certificates,  31  who  held 
professional  certificates,  22  who  held  permanent  certificates,  9  college 
graduates,  and  89  who  are  graduates  from  normal  schools. 

The  age  limit  has  been  placed  at  eighteen  years  and  we  hope  to  see 
the  day  when  it  will  be  twenty-one. 

During  the  term  we  tried  especially  to  improve  the  instruction  in 
writing  and  reading.  Teachers  were  requested  to  teach  the  Zaner 
and  Bloser  method  of  free  arm  movment  writing  and  they  were  ex- 
pected to  own  the  eight  manuals  for  teachers.  In  reading,  the  fol- 
lowing books  were  named  for  professional  reading:  (a)  Heading  in 
The  Public  Schools  by  Briggs  and  Coffman,  (b)  Literature  in  the 
Common  Schools  by  Cox,  (c)  The  Illinois  Course  of  Study.  These 
subjects  also  received  a  good  deal  of  attention  at  the  local  institutes. 

Examinations. 

During  the  year  I  examined  173  applicants  for  teachers'  certifi- 
cates, of  these  55  were  rejected. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  April,  123  pupils  were  examined  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  common  school  branches  and  for  admission  to  the  high 
school.  Of  these  40  received  common  school  diplomas.  Many  failed 
in  but  one  or  two  subjects.  The  work  by  this  class  of  students 
was  of  a  much  higher  character  than  the  previous  year. 

Only  pupils  who  were  recommended  by  their  teachers  were  ex- 
amined and  the  teachers  were  made  to  feel  that  they  too  were  under 
examination. 

The  following  answers  reveal  some  weaknesses  in  the  work  done  in 
the  rural  schools. 

(a)     A  circle  is  a  line  drawn  around  anything. 
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(b)  A  circle  is  a  line  with  both  ends  meeting  forming  a  figure. 

(c)  Jefferson  was  elected  president  so  that  he  might  purchase 
Louisiana. 

(d)  Jefferson  was  elected  by  accident  or  by  the  death  of  Presi- 
dent.    Jefferson  being  vice  president,  succeeded  him. 

(e)  A  meridian  is  a  line  passing  through  the  earth  at  about 
Greenwich. 

(f )  The  cost  of  the  Civil  War  in  men  and  money  was  about  $8,000. 
These  answers  together  with  many  others  show  that; 

(a)  Teachers  do  not  insist  enough  on  having  accurate  statements. 

(b)  Pupils  are  not  taught  how  to  think. 

(c)  Poor  recitations  and  slovenly  work  is  accepted. 

(d)  Lack  of  drills  and  reviews. 

(e)  Lack  of  ability  to  recognize  the  essentials  and  the  non- 
essentials. 

Institutes. 

The  Potter  county  annual  teachers'  institute  was  rated  by  many  as 
the  most  helpful  and  interestng  institute  ever  held  in  Potter  county. 
Supt.  O.  J.  Kern's  work  was  something  that  was  much  needed  in  this 
county  and  as  a  result  of  this  work  many  directors  and  teachers  have 
taken  an  added  interest  in  out  door  art,  indoor  art  and  school  gar- 
dens. 

The  county  institute  always  helps  to  give  a  bracing  intellectual 
atmosphere. 

The  instructors  were: 

1.  Supt.  O.  J.  Kern,  County  Superintendent  of  Winnebago  coun- 
ty, Illinois. 

2.  Dr.  Byron  King,  King's  School  of  Oratorj',  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

3.  Prof.  Hamlin  E.  Cogswell,  Indiana  State  Normal  School. 

4.  Supt.  W.  M.  Pierce,  Superintendent  of  schools,  Ridgway,  Pa. 

5.  Dr.  E.  H.  Ashcraft,  Coudersport,  Pa. 

6.  Eliza  J.  Raymond,  Pianist,  Shingle  House,  Pa. 

Twelve  very  helpful  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year.  I 
attended  all  of  these  sessions  with  the  exception  of  the  one  held  at 
Germania.  The  fire  which  damaged  my  office  and  furnishings  prevent- 
ed me  from  attending  this  session.  Nearly  all  the  teachers  at- 
tended and  took  part  in  these  teachers'  meetings.  A  few  were  con- 
spicuous for  their  absence.  Those  absenting  themselves  from  these 
meetings  are,  as  a  rule,  the  very  ones  who  most  need  the  help  which 
they  could  get  there. 

The  institute  at  Shingle  House  was  easily  the  banner  session  of 
these  twelve  meetings. 

In  closing  this  report  we  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  us,  the 
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directors,  teachers,  pupils,  and  patrons  for  their  splendid  cooperation 
and  the  press  of  the  county  for  helping  to  create  a  healthy  education- 
al spirit. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Livingston  Seltzer. 


The  year  just  passed  is  regarded  as  a  successful  one.  Eeviewing 
the  previous  years,  we  believe  that  substantial  advancement  was 
made,  for  which  we  give  credit  to  our  large  body  of  faithful  and  earn- 
est teachers  who  are  well  trained  for  their  work.  It  has  been  the 
aim  of  all  connected  with  our  schools  to  make  them  deserving  the 
hearty  support  of  the  citizens  by  striving  to  make  apparent  the  im- 
portance of  a  liberal  education. 

Directors  and  patrons  cannot  fail  to  realize  that  after  all  the 
teacher  is  the  vital  factor  in  the  school  room.  Neither  are  the  best 
paid  the  most  useful :  but  often  in  the  rural  districts,  with  a  small 
salary,  are  found  these  who  can  mold  the  will  and  build  up  public 
sentiment.  The  day  is  past  when  anybody  will  do  for  a  "primary 
teacher",  but  patrons  see  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  have 
the  child  started  correctly.  A  constant  effort  is  made  to  raise  the 
standard  of  admission  into  the  teachers'  ranks;  and  around  this 
standard  we  hope  to  rally  the  royal  support  of  directors  and  teach- 
ers. 

Educational  Associations. 

The  Schuylkill  County  Educational  Association  held  five  meet- 
ings during  the  year.  Forenoon  and  afternoon  sessions  were  held. 
The  forenoon  sessions  were  devoted  to  discussions  of  general  topics 
and  to  class  drills  in  primary  reading  and  number  work.  These 
drills  were  conducted  by  experts  in  primary  work.  At  the  last 
meeting,  in  April,  held  in  Pottsville,  there  were  present  two  hundred 
and  eighty  teachers,  also  many  directors  and  citizens.  These  meet- 
ings have  been  a  great  help  in  keeping  up  the  enthusiasm  of  the  teach- 
ers. The  High  School  Association  held  afternoon  sessions  devoting 
the  time  to  subjects  pertaining  to  high  school  work.  Superinten- 
dents Foos,  of  Reading  and  Ellenberger,  of  Sunbury,  were  present  at 
several  of  these  meetings  and  gave  us  valuable  assistance.  We  hope 
next  year  to  have  fifty  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  attend  these  meetings. 

Libraries. 

School  Libraries  are  receiving  more  attention  each  year.  Many 
country  schools  in  various  districts  have  recently  undertaken  to  es- 
tablish   a   library.     Some   of   them   contain   a   collection   of   choice 
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books  on  literature,  associated  with  an  encylopedia  and  a  comprehen- 
sive dictionary.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  a  few  years  most 
of  our  schools  will  possess  a  well  regulated  library.  Teachers,  di- 
rectors, parents  and  pupils  are  realizing  the  need  of  books  outside 
uf  the  adopted  text-books;  especially  do  they  feel  the  need  of  books 
Of  reference. 

Cooperation. 

The  lack  of  co-operation  between  the  home  and  the  school  is  often 
very  detrimental.  These  two  forces  should  be  united  and  a  resultant 
of  higher  citizeuship  would  be  the  consequence.  Contention  be- 
tween teacher  and  parent  is  fatal  to  those  higher  results  for  which 
the  home  and  the  school  should  aim.  The  indifference  of  the  public 
and  the  spirit  of  open  fault  finding  should  be  supplanted  by  hearty  co- 
operation. The  teacher  needs  the  sympathy,  esteem  and  confidence 
of  parents.  Several  failures  were  reported  and  these  were  mainly 
due  to  poor  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  and  a  spirit  of 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  parents. 

I  am  glad  to  report  an  Increased  interest  manifested  by  the  di 
rectors  in  their  respective  schools.  More  directors  accompanied  me 
This  year  in  my  visits  to  the  schools  than  in  any  former  year.  I 
trust  that  all  the  directors  will  recognize  the  great  necessity  of  observ- 
ing that  law  which  requires  them  to  visit  each  school  once  a  month. 
1  am  sure  that  such  visits  would  be  beneficial  to  the  schools. 

Many  of  our  teachers  deserve  special  mention  for  having  their 
school  rooms  ornamented,  the  walls  with  mottoes,  large  pictures  of 
some  of  the  Presidents  and  Poets,  and  the  windows  made  attractive 
with  flowers,  etc.,  all  of  which  tend  to  exert  a  salutary  influence  upon 
the  pupils  in  developing  the  finer  sensibilities  of  character. 

New  Houses. 

Middleport,  Union,  New  Philadelphia  and  McAdoo  built  new 
houses  last  year.  The  one  at  Middleport  takes  the  place  of  an  old 
stone  building,  there  now  remain  only  five  such  in  the  county,  it  is  a 
frame  building  containing  six  school  rooms,  large  halls,  cloak- 
rooms and  a  library-room  and  it  is  heated  with  steam.  Considering 
the  cost  it  is  one  of  the  best  buildings  in  the  county.  The  one  in 
Union  is  a  one-room  frame  1  mi! ding.  It  is  the  most  up-to-date 
country  school-house  in  the  county.  McAdoo  borough  built  a  fine 
eight-room  frame  building  in  place  of  the  old  three-room  building, 
which  burned  down  a  year  ago.  Porter  township  is  at  work  on  two 
new  bindings,  one  at  Sieberfs  and  one  at  Bearmont.  The  one  at 
Sieberfs  contains  two  rooms.  The  one  at  Bearmont  contains  two 
rooms  on  the  first  floor  and  one  large  room  on  the  second  floor, 
which  will  be  occupied  by  the  high  school.  The  second  floor  also  has 
a  fair  sized  recitation  room. 
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Minersville,  with  its  rapid  growth  in  population,  found  it  neces- 
sary to  build  a  large  high  school  building.  It  is  to  be  known  as  the 
W.  J.  Richards  Building  having  been  so  named  in  honor  of  the  pres- 
ent Vice  President  and  General  Manager  of  The  Philadelphia  & 
Eeading  Coal  &  Iron  Company  who  was  a  former  resident  of  Miners- 
ville  and  a  pupil  of  the  schools.  It  is  built  of  brick  and  the  trim- 
mings are  of  Hummelstown  brownstone.  The  heating  and  ventilating 
system  is  of  the  very  best.  The  first  floor  contains  four  rooms  for 
grammer  schools  and  a  director's  room  and  office  room,  also  cloak- 
rooms. The  second  floor  contains  a  large  assembly  room  with  a  seat- 
ing capacity  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  pupils,  three  recitation  rooms 
and  cloak-rooms,  all  for  the  use  of  the  large  and  growing  high  school. 
The  building  will  be  occupied  during  the  early  part  of  next  term. 

Orwigsburg  bought  ground  aud  is  getting  ready  for  a  new  high 
school  building.  Pine  Grove  township  is  adding  a  room  to  the  Para- 
dise school  house,  making  it  a  two-room  building.  Frackville  and 
Port  Carbon  also  contemplate  building  in  the  near  future.  In  a 
general  way  many  houses  were  improved  during  the  year. 

County  Institute. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  December  20th. 
We  had  enrolled  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  teachers.  Our  in- 
structors were  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Tietrick,  Dr.  Ira  W. 
Ilowerth  of  the  Chicago  University,  Dr.  W.  W.  Parsons  of  the  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana,  State  Normal  School,  Dr.  C.  H.  Albert,  Prof.  W.  S. 
Hertzog  and  Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson,  Musical  Director. 

In  closing,  we  wish  to  tender  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  supervising 
principals  of  our  larger  towns  and  townships,  directors,  teachers  and 
patrons  for  kind  and  valuable  assistance  rendered,  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  courtesies  shown  and  to  all  who  have  con- 
tributed in  making  our  work  during  the  past  year  pleasant  and  pro- 
fitable. With  renewed  energy  we  enter  upon  the  duties  of  another 
year,  realizing  that  the  future  foreshadows  a  field  of  promising  labors. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— T.  A.  Stetler. 


The  school  year  was  marked  with  an  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of 
all  educational  forces  to  attain  a  high  standard  of  public  school 
work.  Substantial  progress  was  noted  in  the  various  phases  of  the 
year's  work,  due  to  earnest  teachers,  conscientious  and  progressive 
directors,  enthusiastic  educational  meetings  and  a  harmonious  co- 
operation of  all  educational  factors. 
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One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  our  schools  is  better  qualified  teach- 
ers, teachers  with  more  professional  training.  I  hope  the  time  will 
speedily  come  when  every  young  man  and  every  young  woman  who 
intends  to  enter  this  great  profession  will  be  required  to  take  some 
special  training  before  engaging  in  this  work. 

The  attendance  was  very  much  broken  in  most  of  the  districts  dur- 
ing the  latter  half  of  the  terra,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  measles, 
scarlet  fever  and  mumps. 

One  peculiar  condition  of  affairs  prevailed  during  the  year.  After 
the  election  of  teachers  had  taken  place  there  were  a  large  num- 
ber of  resignations.  Some  were  offered  better  positions,  and  they 
accepted.  This  is  detrimental  to  the  schools,  as  it  usually  takes 
some  of  the  best  teachers. 

Fifteen  public  examinations  were  held.  One  hundred  fifty- three 
applicants  were  examined,  of  which  thirty -nine  were  rejected. 

Number  of  teachers  without  previous  experience 29 

Number  of  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates 68 

Number  of  teachers  holding  professional  certificates 26 

Number  of  teachers  holding  permanent  certificates. 22 

Number  of  teachers  holding  Normal  School  Diplomas 8 

Number  of  College  Graduates,   7 

I  made  two  hundred  ninety  visits  to  the  one  hundred  thirty 
school  of  the  county.  All  of  the  schools  were  visited  twice  and  some 
three  times. 

The  work  done  by  our  high  schools  shows  well.  Selinsgrove  Bor- 
ough. Beaver  West.  Beaver  and  Washington  townships  held  High 
School  Commencement  exercises.  The  large  audiences  at  each  of 
these  places  shows  the  interest  taken  by  the  public.  My  greatest 
trouble  lies  in  the  fact  that  I  am  unable  to  convince  people  that  a 
High  School  is  not  a  teachers"  training  school. 

The  County  Teachers"  Institute  was  held  in  Middleburg.  Nov.  29 
to  Dec.  3.  Much  interest  was  manifested  by  the  teachers  and  the 
general  public.     All  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  in  attendance. 

The  following  were  the  day  instructors: — Dr.  O.  L.  Warren.  Elmira, 
New  York :  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier.  State  Normal  School,  Shippensburg, 
Pa.;  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  State  Normal  School,  California.  Pa.:  Dr. 
C.  O.  Tower.  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia.  Pa.;  Dr.  Geo. 
L.  Fisher.  Susquehanna  University.  Selinsgrove,  Pa. 

The  following  were  the  evening  attractions: — Recital  by  Miss  Alice 
Lutz;  entertainment  by  Vassar  Girls;  entertainment  by  Honolulu 
Students:  lecture  by  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  lecture  by  Judge  George  D. 

Alden. 
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Local  institutes  were  held  in  Beaver  Springs,  Selinsgrove,  Mt. 
Pleasant  Mills,  and  Freeburg.  These  meetings  were  well  attended  by 
the  patrons  in  these  districts.  The  teachers  take  an  active  part  in 
these  meetings,  and  much  good  results. 

The  Annual  meeting  of  the  County  School  Directors'  Association 
was  held  in  Middleburg,  Jan.  12-13,  1910.  Eighty  out  of  the  one 
hundred  eight  directors  took  an  active  part  and  much  good  resulted 
from  the  meeting.  Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp  was  present  and  delivered  sev- 
eral very  helpful  lectures. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  advice 
given  me  by  the  Department,  for  the  assistance,  kindness  and  hos- 
pitality extended  by  the  directors  and  friends  of  education.  The 
readiness  of  the  teachers  to  co-operate  with  me  in  my  work  has  given 
me  much  joy;  and  the  encouragement  of  the  press  of  the  county  for 
the  cause  of  education  is  very  gratifying. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 


While  we  have  no  definite  standard  by  which  to  measure  accurately 
the  amount  of  progress  that  was  made  in  our  schools  during  the 
year,  we  feel  confident  that  we  can  report  commendable  advance- 
ment. It  is  gratifying  to  notice  progress  although  we  observe  more 
clearly  than  ever  before  that  the  elements  of  continued  success  in 
public  educational  effort  demand  greater  sacrifice  from  all  factors. 
The  educating  and  training  of  the  child,  the  only  reason  for  which 
the  school  has  a  right  to  exist,  opens  a  broad  field  and  requires  the 
co-operation  of  all  interests  in  order  that  a  reasonable  degree  of 
excellence  in  school  work  may  be  attained.  Successful  results  are 
frequently  announced  that  perhaps  would  not  be  if  the  work  could 
be  adjudged  by  an  examination  of  the  facts  pertaining  thereto. 
From  the  teacher's  view  point  the  term  may  be  pronounced  an  entire 
success  while  the  heads  of  families,  who  on  account  of  their  being 
in  daily  touch  with  the  children  are  the  best  judges,  may  fail  to  see 
any  advancement.  There  are  so  many  causes  that  may  conspire  to  re- 
tard the  advancement  of  our  schools  that  the  path  of  progress  is  beset 
with  many  difficulties.  Even  conservatism,  which  should  prevent 
retrogression,  is  sometimes  so  securely  fixed  that  progress  is  im- 
possible. Many  people  are  willing  and  helpful  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation; others  are  only  willing  that  success  may  be  recorded  so  long 
as  it  is  obtained  without  their  putting  forth  any  effort;  while  still 
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others  are  a  positive  hindrance.  The  more  liberal  portion  of  a 
school  district  usually  see  the  need  of  improvement  and  advocate 
changes  that  are  beneficial,  but  the  majority  are  rather  slow  in  chang- 
ing their  modes  of  thought  and  action.  The  burden  of  changing  the 
sentiment  falls  upon  boards,  principals  and  superintendents,  but  of 
all  the  means  of  education  the  personnel  of  the  teaching  body  stands 
first,  by  far,  in  importance 

The  teacher  who  would  be  sucessful  must  have  and  maintain  a 
liberal  scholarship,  a  high  order  of  general  culture,  and  a  devotion 
to  duty.  He  must  possess  a  spirit  of  study  and  a  desire  to  find  out 
the  best  that  is  known  and  done  in  the  profession,  and  he  must  know 
the  community  life  into  which  he  is  preparing  the  child  to  enter. 
This,  of  course,  requires  great  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  teacher 
and  necessarily  great  expense  of  money,  time  and  labor.  And  the 
regrettable  feature  about  it  is  that  in  many  districts  the  only  en- 
couragement for  preparation  and  continuance  in  the  business  of 
teaching  school  is  the  stimulus  of  duty  to  thoroughness  that  the 
faithful  teacher  finds. 

Four  hundred  and  eighteen  teachers  were  employed  in  the  schools 
of  the  county  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  seventy-four  had 
no  previous  experience,  while  three  hundred  and  forty-four  had  ex- 
perience, ranging  from  one  to  forty-four  terms.  One  of  the  en- 
couraging items  of  our  work  is  that  the  teachers  are  each  year  more 
nearly  filling  their  mission  in  the  school  room.  Our  teachers,  as  a 
rule,  are  energetic  and  progressive.  Many  are  employing  all  available 
means  to  further  fit  themselves  for  their  responsible  duties  in  the 
school  room.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  some  are 
exceedingly  weak  and  hang  like  weights  on  the  school  system.  Under 
the  leadership  of  this  class  all  the  ills  of  school  life  are  found  and  the 
dignity  and  strength  of  the  school  system  is  injured.  Much  good, 
however,  towards  reducing  this  trouble  has  been  done  during  the 
year.  Of  those  who  fall  short  the  failure  seems  to  be  due,  not  so 
much  to  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  subjects  taught  in  school,  as 
to  the  failure  to  recognize  and  unify  the  great  diversity  of  opinions 
and  customs  concerning  the  training  and  educating  of  children  that 
exist  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  district.  Every  district  has 
what  perhaps  may  be  called  a  system  of  education  peculiarly  its 
own.  In  most  instances  these  customs  and  general  opinions  are 
worthy  of  notice  and  respect  by  the  teacher.  To  a  very  great  extent 
the  recognition  of  them  spells  success  for  the  teacher  in  the  district. 
Not  infrequently  may  it  be  observed  that  teachers  have  definite 
aims,  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  principles  governing  the  development 
of  children  and  the  requirements  of  the  course  of  study,  but  are 
markedly  lacking  in  a  knowledge  of  the  community  life  that  sur- 
rounds  the  school. 
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Nineteen  teachers'  examinations  were  held  in  various  parts  of 
the  county  during  June,  July  and  August.  Five  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  applicants  presented  themselves  for  examination.  Of  this  num- 
ber three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  received  provisional  certificates, 
thirty-five  professional  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  failed  to 
make  the  required  standard.  We  aim  to  make  the  examinations 
sufficiently  rigid  to  assist  the  directors  in  selecting  only  the  best 
qualified  teachers.  The  fact  that  an  increased  number  of  directors 
and  citizens  attended  the  examinations  showed  plainly  that  a  deeper 
interest  is  taken  in  the  professional  training  of  the  teachers. 

The  annual  County  Institute  which  was  held  in  the  Opera  House 
at  Somerset,  November  22nd  to  26th,  was  a  decidedly  successful 
one.  Able  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  S.  Y. 
Gillan,  Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  Dr.  J.  George 
Becht.  Prof.  T.  L.  Gibson  had  charge  of  the  music  and  Mrs.  May 
Marshall  Cobb  very  pleasingly  interspersed  the  program  with  vocal 
selection.  The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  of  the  high- 
est order.  They  were  given  by  Dr.  S.  Parkes  Cadman,  Dr.  E.  T. 
Hagerman,  Ex-Gov.  E.  W.  Hoch  and  the  Chicago  Glee  Club. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Boom  of  the 
Court  House,  at  Somerset,  November  23rd  and  24th.  About  two- 
thirds  of  our  directors  were  present  and  it  was  one  of  the  most  profit- 
able and  inspiring  meetings  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  the  county. 

Our  Local  Institutes  are  steadily  improving  and  are  largely  at- 
tended, not  only  by  the  teachers,  but  by  the  majority  of  the  citizens  in 
the  districts  where  held. 

The  united  efforts  of  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  have  not  al- 
lowed the  movement  started  to  improve  buildings  and  grounds,  by 
way  of  papering  and  painting  walls,  placing  new  or  repainting  old 
furniture,  fencing  grounds  and  planting  trees  to  wane  during  the 
year. 

Eight  commodious  one-room  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 
The  one  erected  in  Somerset  township  is  a  model  compared  with  the 
other  one-room  houses  of  the  county.  Great  credit  is  due  the  direct- 
ors for  the  erection  of  this  modern  house  equipped  in  a  way  that 
harmonizes  with  the  spirit  of  the  times. 

Several  school  libraries  were  established  during  the  year  and 
additions  were  made  to  those  previously  started.  Many  of  our  dis- 
tricts are  discontented  with  the  limited  range  of  information  in  the 
school-books  and  are  holding  entertainments,  the  proceeds  of  which 
are  applied  to  the  opening  of  small  school  libraries. 

The  year  has  been  a  busy  one  but  highly  enjoyable  throughout. 
We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  for  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
directors,  teachers,  patrons  and  friends  in  our  efforts  to  improve 
the  schools. 
10 
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SULLIVAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  R.  Killgore. 


We  are  glad  to  report  a  successful  year's  work  in  the  schools  of 
Sullivan  county.  We  believe  that  material  progress  has  been  made 
along  all  lines  of  school  work.  This  encouraging  advancement  is 
largely  due  to  the  earnestness  and  progressiveness  of  our  teachers, 
the  advanced  stand  taken  by  the  school  directors  of  the  county,  and 
the  cordial  co-operation  and  support  of  an  enlightened  people. 

A  spelling  contest  was  conducted  during  the  year.  Each  week 
a  list  of  fifty  words  appeared  in  each  of  the  county  papers.  These 
words  were  used  by  the  teachers  in  connection  with  the  regular  work 
in  spelling.  When  one  thousand  words  had  been  published,  each 
school  selected  three  of  its  best  spellers  to  represent  it  in  the  district 
contest.  Winners  of  the  district  contests  were  awarded  properly 
engraved  silver  medals,  and  were  entitled  to  enter  the  county  con- 
test held  at  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors' 
Association,  where  gold  and  silver  watches  were  awarded.  The 
representatives  of  the  various  districts  were  as  follows : 

Cherry  township,  Edna  Kneller;  Colley  township,  Sibyl  White; 
Davidson  township,  Martha  Laurenson;  Dushore  borough,  R.  Sin- 
clair Killgore;  Eagles-Mere  borough,  Elsie  Peale;  Elkland  township, 
Marguerite  Hartung;  Forks  township,  Euth  Molyneaux;  Forksville 
borough,  Myrtle  Brian;  Fox  township,  Edgar  Campbell;  Hillsgrove 
township,  Cecilia  Morrissey;  Laporte  borough,  Helen  Carpenter; 
Laporte  township,  Walter  Karge;  Shrewsbury  township,  Martha 
Myers. 

In  the  final,  County,  contest,  the  words  were  pronounced  by  Prof. 
C.  D.  Koch,  State  High  School  Inspector.  The  first  prize,  a  handsome 
gold  watch,  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Edgar  Campbell,  a  student  of  the 
Fox  Township  High  School,  while  Miss  Martha  Laurenson,  a  pupil 
of  the  Hemlock  Grove  School,  Davidson  township  was  declared  the 
winner  of  the  silver  watch.  We  believe  that  a  great  deal  of  good 
was  accomplished  through  this  series  of  contests. 

The  usual  teachers'  meetings  were  conducted  and  the  attendance 
compared  most  favorably  with  that  of  previous  years.  During  the 
year  a  County  Association  was  formed  which  promises  to  become  a 
strong  factor  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county. 

Our  County  Institute  Instructors  were  Hon.  Henry  R.  Pattengill, 
and  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  with  Rev.  H.  R.  Wilkes  in  charge  of 
the  music.  The  teachers  were  all  present  except  one  who  was  quar- 
antined at  the  time.  The  institute  was  one  of  the  best  we  have  ever 
attended  and  was  well  patronized  by  the  public. 
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An  outline  of  Sullivan  County  History  and  Geography  was  pre- 
pared during  the  year  and  a  copy  was  furnished  to  each  teacher 
together  with  a  small  map  of  the  county.  The  impetus  thus  given 
to  the  study  of  local  history  and  geography  lead  to  most  encouraging 
results. 

Our  high  schools  continue  to  do  most  excellent  work.  The  school 
directors  of  Dushore  Borough  and  Davidson  Township  have  taken  the 
steps  necessary  to  advance  their  schools  to  high  schools  of  the  second 
class,  with  that  is  practically  a  first  class  high  school  course.  Cherry 
Township  has  maintained  such  a  school.  This  gives  us  six  third- 
grade  high  schools  and  three  of  the  second  grade,  with  only  thirteen 
school  districts  in  the  county. 

The  school  directors  held  their  annual  meeting  in  the  Court 
House  at  Laporte,  April  22  and  23,  1910.  The  following  officers 
were  elected: — President,  Warren  E.  Gritman;  Vice-presidents,  Dr. 
J.  D.  Benjamin  and  J.  Henry  Donovan;  secretary.  Albert  F.  Heess; 
treasurer,  W.  C.  Mason.  Addresses  were  made  by  Prof.  Kock,  Dr. 
Benjamin,  J.  Henry  Donovan,  L.  L.  Boss,  George  M.  Whipple,  F.  W. 
Meylert,  Hon.  M.  E.  Herrmann,  Albert  F.  Heess,  Profs.  Ballentine, 
Black  and  Bowles,  Miss  E.  Jessie  Wrede  and  E.  J.  Mullen,  Esq.  The 
County  Teachers'  Association  met  at  the  same  time.  This  meeting 
was  very  helpful.  Every  one  called  upon  responded,  thus  again 
demonstrating  the  fact  that  the  people  of  Sullivan  County  never 
hesitate  when  called  upon  for  help.  It  is  to  this  spirit  that  we 
would  attribute  any  success  we  have  attained  in  our  work. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction again  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  during  the 
year.  I  desire  to  thank  teachers,  directors,  the  public  and  the  public 
press  for  all  that  they  have  done  to  help  me  in  my  efforts  to  advance 
the  educational  interests  of  Sullivan  county.  With  all  of  our  forces 
working  harmoniously  there  is  no  reason  why  still  greater  pro- 
gress should  not  be  made.  I  trust  and  believe  that  the  day  will  yet 
come  when  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  rural  communities  will  receive 
a  just  measure  of  opportunity. 
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SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Geo.  A.  Steams. 


Compared  with  previous  years,  the  one  just  closed  seems  to  bear 
favorable  comparison.  No  epidemic,  no  innovation,  no  fads  have 
retarded  the  work.  Steady,  earnest  effort  along  the  line  of  essentials 
lias  seemed  to  be  the  watchword  of  most  of  our  teachers. 

Six  resignations  occurred  during  the  year,  four  being  on  account 
of  failure  to  discipline  well.  About  twenty  others  seem  to  lack  the 
proper  conception  of  school  work,  and  with  them  educational  growth 
is  unnoticeable. 

Last  year  we  required  all  holders  of  professional  certificates  to 
present  two  papers  upon  educational  topics  with  their  application 
for  the  renewal  of  certificate.  These  papers  required  considerable 
thought  and  study,  and  many  of  them  were  exceptionally  well  pre- 
pared. 

While  our  present  high  school  laws  are,  in  the  main,  a  great  step 
forward,  I  fear  that,  for  a  short  time  at  least,  our  supply  of  young 
teachers  must  suffer.  The  appropriation  act  practically  prevents  a 
review  of  the  Common  English  branches  in  our  second  and  third 
grade  high  school.  Pupils  complete  these  subjects  for  high  school 
entrance  in  our  grammar  and  rural  schools  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
and  fifteen.  Without  a  careful  review  in  most  of  the  required  sub- 
jects, they  luck  the  comprehensive  understanding  of  them  which  a 
beginning  teacher  should  have.  Many  of  our  people  do  not  seem  to 
understand  why  a  high  school  graduate  fails  in  an  examination  for 
a  provisional  certificate,  and  schools,  teachers,  and  all  concerned 
are  criticised.  A1  least  one-fourth  of  our  teachers  must,  for  some 
time,  come  from  ihese  schools.  A  place  in  the  high  school  course  for 
a  half  term  review  in  arithmetic,  geography,  grammar  and  history, 
would,  we  believe,  be  of  practical  benefit  even  to  those  who  will  never 
teach. 

Most  of  our  high  schools  are  doing  hard,  earnest  work,  with  an 
honest  intention  of  meeting  the  approval  of  the  Department.  The 
high  school  manual  was  gratefully  received  by  our  teachers,  and  the 
entrance  requirements  therein  contained  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  all  of  our  teachers. 

Most  districts  are  reporting  better  attendance  records,  and  an  in- 
creased number  passed  the  rural  school  examination  last  spring. 

Local  insiiiutes  were  held  at  Auburn  Center,  Harford,  Friends- 
ville  and  Foresl  City.  Prof.  O.  C.  Gortner,  of  Mansfield,  gave  us 
valuable  assistance  in  the  last  two.  The  County  Association  held 
its    two    meetings    at    Springville    and    Susquehanna.     At    the    last 
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place,  Dr.  Hunt,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  a  very  in- 
teresting and  instructive  address  on  "Defective  Children".  The 
County  Institute  seemed  to  meet  with  general  approval.  One  of  the 
new  features  of  the  week  was  the  division  work,  which  was  conduct- 
ed entirely  by  our  own  teachers.  Our  instructors  for  the  week  were 
Drs.  O.  T.  Corson,  J.  C,  Willis,  and  Prof.  Oden  C.  Gortner.  It  is 
needless  to  say  there  was  not  a  failure  during  the  week. 

We  feel  indebted  to  the  Department,  to  the  school  boards,  the 
teachers,  the  press  of  the  county,  and  the  public,  for  the  success  and 
pleasures  of  the  year. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— W.  E.  Longstreet. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report,  it  seems,  and  it  really  is  in  a 
large  measure,  a  repetition  of  those  of  previous  years.  The  work  of 
these  years  has  been  continued  with  a  steadiness  of  purpose  and  a 
regularity  that  gives  results  of  a  permanent  character.  Few  radical 
changes  have  been  made  in  any  part  or  phase  of  the  educational  ma- 
chinery or  system  of  this  county,  but  real  improvement  has  been 
noted  in  several  instances. 

The  attendance  of  our  children  has  never  been  better.  When  the 
awarding  of  certificates  for  perfect  attendance  was  introduced  in 
this  county,  at  the  close  of  the  first  year  there  were  less  than  three 
hundred  certificates  given,  while  at  the  close  of  the  past  year  nearly 
eight  hundred  certificates  were  awarded.  There  are  a  large  number 
of  children  who  have  received  certificates  successively  for  several 
years,  in  two  instances  for  nine  years.  It  is  evident  that  this  plan 
has  been  a  strong  stimulus  to  perfect  attendance. 

The  new  graded  school  in  Charleston  Township,  comprising  both 
elementary  and  high  schools,  has  been  a  decided  success,  both  in  the 
matter  of  attendance  and  work  accomplished.  In  fact  the  attendance 
exceeded  all  expectations.  The  fact  that  facilities  for  securing  a 
more  advanced  education  to  that  furnished  by  the  ordinary  rural 
school  was  to  be  furnished  the  young  people  of  that  district  practical- 
ly at  their  homes  was  an  inducement  to  many  of  the  older  pupils  to 
remain  in  school,  and  some  to  re-enter  school,  with  the  result  that  the 
coming  year  Charleston  Township  High  School  will  have  a  three 
years'  course  of  study,  and  will  graduate  a  class  in  that  course.  The 
directors  of  this  district  have  done  everything  with  the  purpose 
not  only  to  improve  the  educational  advantages  of  their  children, 
but  to  give  them  a  beautiful  school-home.  Twelve  modern  wagons 
are  used  to  convey  the  children  to  and  from  school,  and  just  as 
9—6—1910 
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much  pains  has  heen  taken  in  the  selection  of  drivers  as  in  the  selec- 
tion of  their  teachers,  for  which  they  deserve  the  highest  commenda- 
tion from  every  patron  of  the  school.  At  the  closing  exercises  held 
in  May,  the  attendance  was  so  large  that  many  residents  failed  to 
gain  admittance,  which  was  the  best  evidence  of  the  school's  growing 
popularity.  The  cost  of  the  plant  including  both  building,  grounds 
and  equipment  will  approximate  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

Ten  years  ago  but  four  schools  in  the  County  were  listed  as  high 
schools.  To-day  we  have  ten  high  schools  recognized  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  three  of  which  are  Township  High 
Schools.  Three  of  our  high  schools  are  now  doing  four  years'  work, 
four  are  doing  three  years'  work  and  three  are  doing  two  years' 
work. 

Several  of  our  graded  schools  are  doing  practically  two  years' 
high  school  work,  but  yet  lack  some  of  the  requirements  for  high 
schools.  These  districts  are  being  urged  by  the  county  superintend- 
ent to  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  law  for  high  schools, 
which  we  believe  they  will  soon  do.  Covington  borough  will  estab- 
lish a  high  school  the  coming  year.  There  is  room  in  this  county  for 
twenty  or  more  of  such  schools  and  in  every  instance  it  means  better 
school  privileges  for  our  youth  with  very  little,  if  any,  extra  expense 
to  our  districts. 

Our  educational  meetings  have  been  well  attended  by  both  teach- 
ers and  patrons.  Our  Annual  Institute  was  held  at  Wellsboro, 
week  of  Nov.  15-19,  inclusive.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry 
P.  Pattengill,  Drs.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  J.  Adam  Puffer,  H.  E.  Cogs- 
well, Prof.  O.  C.  Gortner,  and  Deputy  State  Supt.  R.  B.  Teitrick. 
The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  the  Concert  Trio,  Dr. 
Gabriel  Maguire,  Brockway-Sterling  Jubilee  Singers,  and  Mrs.  La- 
Salle  Corbell  Picket.  It  was  an  excellent  Institute.  The  Direc- 
tors' Association  was  held  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  the  week 
of  Institute.  Over  one  hundred  directors  were  present,  and  the  work 
done  was  fully  up  to  the  standard.  This  annual  meeting  of  the  di- 
rectors is  justly  growing  in  popularity.  Only  a  few  years  ago  an 
attendance  of  thirty-five  or  forty  members  was  quite  satisfactory, 
but  not  so  now.  The  increased  attendance  is  still  too  small.  The 
effect  of  these  meetings  is  seen  all  over  the  county  in  the  improved 
administration  of  our  schools.  No  director  can  attend  them  without 
growing  in  usefulness  to  his  district. 

"Be  not  the  first  by  whom  the  new  is  tried,  Nor  yet  the  last  to  lay 
the   old    aside" 

is  a  saying  that  has  guided  us  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  adoption 
of  schemes  and  methods  belonging  to  the  new  education.  We  be- 
lieve that  permanent  inrprovements  are  not  made  by  sudden  changes, 
but  rather  as  the  result  of  experience.  We  are  glad  to  note  that 
our  worthy   State   Superintendent  emphasizes  the  teaching  of  the 
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three  R's.  We  agree  with  him  heartily.  We  believe  that  the  public 
schools  should  do  better  teaching  in  the  fundamentals,  viz : — Eeading, 
Writing,  Arithmetic,  Spelling  and  the  use  of  the  mother  tongue, 
that  our  schools  should  go  farther  than  what  is  commonly  known  as 
"Language  Lessons".  Let  us  add  Grammer,  yes,  good  old-fashioned 
grammar,  with  plenty  of  parsing  and  analysis,  with  considerable 
attention  to  syntax,  and  some  time  devoted  to  exercises  in  correct- 
ing false  syntax,  if  you  please,  will  do  no  harm,  though  it  may  at  pres- 
ent be  a  considerable  of  a  novelty. 

We  are  striving  also,  to  impress  upon  our  teachers  the  importance 
of  making  the  instruction  in  our  schools  more  practical.  It  is  con- 
ceded that  less  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  children  who  enter  school 
ever  complete  the  Grammar  School.  If  this  be  true,  should  not  the 
knowledge  gained  in  these  Elementary  Schools  be  coupled  with  the 
power  to  properly  apply  that  knowledge  to  practical  purposes.  We 
are  training  for  bread-winners,  as  well  as  for  useful  citizens.  Knowl- 
edge without  the  power  to  use  it  in  a  useful  and  practical  way  is 
of  little  worth.  How  few  learn  in  schools  to  apply  their  knowledge 
of  Arithmetic  to  practical  business  problems.  We  teach  the  forms 
and  rules  of  letter-writing,  and  still  what  a  small  per  centum  of  our 
pupils,  even  our  graduates,  can  and  do  write  a  leter  of  application 
that  can  be  commended  by  an  employer?  These  are  some  of  the 
problems  to  which  we  are  giving  careful  attention.  The  solution  of 
them  lies  in  better  teaching,  which  necessitates  better  teachers, 
teachers  conscious  of  the  importance  of  their  work,  and  willing  to 
make  some  sacrifice  that  thej'  may  become  more  skilful  workmen, 
and  that  hold  in  worth  above  all  else  the  child,  the  individual. 

In  conclusion  I  thank  all  who  during  the  past  year  have  in  any 
way  contributed  to  the  betterment  of  the  educational  interests  of  this 
County. 


UNION  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Spigelmyer. 


Another  school  year  has  closed  and  it  becomes  my  pleasant  duty 
to  review  the  work  done  during  the  year.  Pleasant  in  that  the  little 
criticisms  and  disappointements  are  already  forgotten,  while  evi- 
dences of  good  work  done  by  the  teachers  are  still  manifest  on  every 
side.  With  but  a  few  exceptions  the  work  was  well  done  by  the 
teachers. 

Our  one  aim  was  to  secure  better  attendance  throughout  the  county, 
but  in  this  we  were  not  so  successful  as  we  had  hoped  to  be,  owing 
to  the  many  sicknesses  to  which  children  are  subject.  The  enforce- 
ment of  the  quarantine  in  some  of  the  lesser  diseases  is  responsible 
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for  our  decrease.  Generally  I  believe  we  cannot  be  too  careful;  but 
when  the  same  child  can  be  on  the  street  and  come  in  contact  with 
the  same  children  that  he  would  in  school,  I  believe  the  purpose 
is  defeated  and  the  scholar  suffers  in  losing  the  educational  interest. 

Our  opinion  is  that  the  directors  of  the  county  have  endeavored 
to  find  out  the  needs  of  their  schools,  and  then  have  tried  faithfully 
to  supply  such  needs.  The  interest  of  the  teacher,  the  pupil,  the  tax- 
payer has  been  uppermost  in  their  minds.  The  development  of  the 
child  has  been  the  purpose,  and  with  that  in  view  the  money  was 
spent.  The  policy  of  paying  a  district  debt  at  the  expense  of  the  pupil 
has  passed  away.  The  criticism  is  no  longer  true  that  the  amount 
of  money  raised  for  school  purposes  was  less  than  the  money  received 
from  the  state.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  directors  using  the  ap- 
propriation toward  general  improvement  rather  than  using  it  for 
the  simple  maintainance  of  the  schools.  I  find  in  tbe  districts  that 
have  a  system  of  visitation  by  a  representative  of  the  Board  or  the 
entire  Board,  a  better  condition  exists,  from  the  fact  that  each 
Board  knows  just  what  is  going  on  all  the  time  and  how  efficient 
the  work  is  being  done.  One  hundred  and  sixty-two  directors  ac- 
companied me  during  my  period  of  visitation  which  in  each  case  was 
an  encouragement  to  pupil,  teacher  and  Superintendent.  Limestone 
Township  built  a  new  school  building  at  White  Springs.  It  is  a 
very  nice  one-room  building,  with  excellent  light  and  heated  by  a 
furnace.  Many  needed  repairs  were  noted  throughout  the  county  as 
well  as  evidence  on  all  sides  of  an  attempt  to  cultivate  the  beautiful 
by  beautifying  the  interior  of  the  room  as  well  as  the  surroundings. 
The  school  home  should  be  the  most  beautiful  home  in  the  district,  an 
object  of  pride  to  pupil  and  parent.  Two  of  the  districts  have  pur- 
chased heating  and  ventilating  systems  for  one  of  their  schools, 
partly  as  an  experiment,  and  in  each  case  they  give  perfect  satisfac- 
tion; thus  conditions  for  the  one-room  building  are  becoming  ideal. 

During  the  year  fifteen  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which 
one  hundred  and  eleven  applicants  were  examined,  seventeen  were 
rejected.  One  of  these  examinations  was  a  Professional,  into  which 
were  called  all  who  held  this  grade  of  certificate  and  those  who  de- 
sired to  obtain  one.  This  was  not  done  to  question  any  acts  of  my 
predecessors,  but  rather  to  have  evidence  to  show  to  the  critics  that 
each  one  who  holds  such  a  certificate  is  entitled  to  it,  in  addition 
to  spur  my  teachers  on  to  a  higher  grade  of  certificate. 

The  subjects  in  which  applicants  do  the  poorest  work  are  spelling, 
arithmethic  and  grammar. 

Many  of  the  applicants,  who  were  being  examined  for  the  first  time, 
have  never  read  a  book  on  teaching  and  have  never  thought  as  to  how 
they  would  manage  a  school  provided  they  would  get  one  to  manage. 
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"Will  the  time  ever  come  when  people  who  want  to  teach  school 
will  be  compelled  to  know  something  of  the  life,  plans  and  methods 
of  the  great  teacher?" 

Our  earnest  effort  has  been  to  cultivate  a  professional  reading 
spirit  which  we  know  will  still  more  improve  conditions.  With  this 
in  view  a  reading  course  was  adopted  at  our  last  county  institute 
and  I  find  it  has  been  helpful  to  many  who  have  improved  the  oppor- 
tunity.    A  few  are  indifferent. 

The  Historical  Society  of  the  county  held  a  very  interesting 
meeting  at  Winfield  in  October  which  was  well  attended.  This  so- 
ciety has  been  doing  an  excellent  work  in  creating  a  desire  to  learn 
more  of  the  Local  History.  I  find  this  manifest  in  quite  a  few  of  the 
schools,  especially  those  in  which  the  teacher  herself  is  deeply  in- 
terested. Pupils  point  with  just  pride  on  anything  of  historical 
note  in  their  immediate  locality.     This  is  as  is  should  be. 

The  county  association  of  teachers  held  two  meetings  during  the 
year,  the  one  in  December  at  Mifflinburg,  the  other  in  March  at  New 
Berlin.  These  were  both  well  attended  and  the  interest  manifested 
was  gratifying  to  all  who  had  the  cause  of  Education  at  heart.  The 
teachers  took  advantage  of  the  periods  for  discussion  and  many 
valuable  things  were  brought  out. 

The  19th  of  February  was  set  apart  by  the  superintendent  to  be 
observed  throughout  the  county  as  "Patrons'  Day".  Appropriate 
exercises  were  held  in  more  than  half  of  the  schools  to  which  the 
patrons  were  invited.  A  confession  made  by  most  of  the  patrons, 
was  that  it  was  the  first  time  they  had  ever  been  in  the  school  or  at 
least  that  year. 

The  time  for  holding  the  County  Institute  was  changed  and  brought 
almost  two  months  earlier  in  the  term,  that  the  good  things  heard 
at  the  institute  could  be  used  during  a  longer  period  of  the  term  and 
that  after  two  months  active  work  in  the  school  room,  weaknesses 
would  manifest  themselves,  which  might  be  remedied  by  suggestions 
received  at  institute.  The  week  was  November  8-12,  and  it  was  held 
at  the  county  seat.  While  the  teachers  seem  to  fall  in  line  with  the 
change,  we  still  felt  that  the  public  did  not. 

The  Instructors  were  A.  T.  Smith,  Ph.  D.  Principal,  Mansfield  Nor- 
mal; Dr.  John  W.  Perrine,  of  Case  Library,  Cleveland;  Prof.  H.  T. 
Colestock,  of  Bucknell  University ;  Dr.  Felix  E.  Schelling,  University 
of  Pennsylvania ;  Miss  Sarah  B.  Barber,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  evening  attractions  were,  Monday  night,  a  teachers'  reception 
in  the  High  School  building  of  Lewisburg,  a  most  enjoyable  event 
where  every  teacher  of  the  county,  is  able  to  touch  shoulder  with 
fellow  teachers.  Tuesday  evening  a  lecture  by  Dr.  John  W.  Perrine, 
subject  "Benjamin  Franklin  as  a  Man  of  Letters."  Wednesday  even- 
ing lecture  "Tom  and  Marv"  Rev.  Dan.  McGurk,  D.  D.     Thursdav 
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evening,  a  Concert  company,  The  Village  Singers.  The  music  of  the 
Institute  was  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  A.  E.  Gilbert,  and  the 
pianist  was  Miss  Maude  Eingler. 

Bucknell  University  completed  a  very  successful  year,  graduating 
a  class  of  ninety-eight  in  the  college  department  and  large  classes 
in  the  other  departments.  "While  the  attendance  was  not  so  large  as 
last  year,  being  but  703,  still  the  work  was  better  done  than  ever 
before,  owing  to  improved  conditions  brought  about  by  the  efficient 
president.   Dr.   Harris. 

On  the  18th  of  February  one  of  the  ablest  men  on  the  faculty  of 
this  institution,  one  who  saw  and  helped  to  develop  Bucknell,  Dr. 
George  Groff,  passed  away  from  his  earthly  labors.  It  was  a  great 
shock  not  only  to  the  University  but  to  the  common  schools  as  well. 
In  him  we  found  a  friend,  who  was  ever  ready  to  help  at  any  of  our 
educational  meetings.  He  was  a  close  student  and  the  teachers  of 
the  county  benefitted  from  his  close  application.  His  articles  on 
"Local  History  Pertaining  to  the  Early  Public  Schools  of  the  County" 
have  been  eagerly  read  by  all  whenever  they  would  be  published  by 
the  press  of  the  county. 

Prof.  H.  W.  Firth,  principal  of  Union  Seminary,  again  conducted  a 
county  normal  in  connection  with  his  regular  course,  with  a  marked 
degree  of  success.  His  enrollment  during  the  year  was  over  one 
hundred. 

Examinations  for  county  diplomas  were  held  in  Buffalo,  East  Buffa- 
lo, West  Buffalo,  Gregg,  Kelly,  Limestone,  Lewis  and  White  Deer 
townships.  Sixty-nine  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  granted 
diplomas  and  certificates  to  enter  high  schools. 

Gregg,  White  Deer,  Kelly  and  Buffalo  districts,  held  graduating 
exercises  in  their  respective  districts.  These  exercises  have  done 
much  in  these  districts  to  create  a  deeper  interest  in  the  schools.  A 
goal  is  set  for  those  who  are  working  up  through  the  grades. 

That  the  High  Schools  of  the  county  have  grown  in  popularity  is 
evident  by  the  increased  attendance  in  all  of  them.  The  work  done 
in  them  is  certainly  commendable.  Many  of  our  people  are  making 
sacrifices  to  get  the  advantages  of  this  training  which  I  have  noted 
with  pleasure. 

Lewisburg,  Prof.  C.  F.  Dewire,  principal,  graduated  a  class  of 
nineteen,  more  than  two-thirds  of  these  were  young  men,  an  evidence 
that  the  High  school  course  is  popular  with  young  men.  The  contrary 
had  been  a  fact  for  a  number  of  years.  Mifflinburg,  Prof.  A.  B.  Gil- 
bert, principal,  graduated  a  class  of  seventeen,  young  men  and  ladies. 
The  exercises  of  both  schools  drew  large  audiences  of  friends  and 
patrons,  and  for  a  truth  it  was  a  good  thing  to  be  there.  Hartleton, 
Miss  Mabel  Fraley,  principal,  graduated  a  class  of  eleven  young  men 
and  women. 
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The  both  township  high  schools  did  good  work  during  the  year. 
Lewis  High  School,  Prof.  E.  W.  Shank,  principal,  graduated  a  class 
of  eleven  and  Hartley  High  School,  Prof.  P.  P.  Stapleton,  principal, 
graduated  a  class  of  three.  The  efficiency  of  both  schools  could  be 
increased  by  having  a  better  working  library. 

The  same  thought  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  I  must  mention 
again,  that  a  number  of  districts  are  now  paying  into  other  districts 
maintaining  high  schools,  almost  sufficient  to  support  one  of  their 
own.  One  more  district  is  thinking  seriously  on  the  proposition  of 
establishing  a  high  school. 

While  the  school  work  during  the  year  has  been  generally  satis 
factory,  there  is  still  a  desire  for  better  things. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  pupils,  directors  and  patrons;  to  the 
public  press  of  the  county  for  publishing  so  cheerfully  all  the  educa- 
tional events  of  the  year,  also  to  the  Department  for  aid  and  encourge- 
ment  promptly  given. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  schools 
of  Venango  County.  Our  schools  have  made  rather  more  than  their 
usual  progress  this  year.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  patrons  of 
our  schools  demanding  more  of  our  school  directors  who  in  turn 
demand  more  of  our  teachers.  We  appreciate  that  this  condition  is 
not  peculiar  to  Venango  county  alone,  but  is  general  in  the  great 
majority  of  our  American  public  schools  of  to-day,  a  most  encourag- 
ing sign  of  their  substantial  progress. 

The  one  method  of  strengthening  our  schools  is  strengthening  the 
teaching  force.  We  have  believed  in  this  policy  and  have  followed 
it.  In  1905,  18  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  had  no  previous  exper- 
ience in  teaching;  in  1910,  this  had  been  reduced  to  12  per  cent.  In 
1905,  11  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  were  State  Normal  School  gradu- 
ates; in  1910,  this  had  been  increased  to  28  per  cent.  To  further 
encourage  better  professional  preparation  on  the  part  of  our  teach- 
ers, in  1910,  we  rejected  53  per  cent,  of  the  applicants  for  Provisional 
certificates.  This  is  a  high  percentage  of  failure  but  it  is  producing 
good  effects  in  the  teaching  of  the  schools  of  this  county. 

An  effort  was  made  in  the  following  ways  to  secure  a  more  intelli- 
gent co-operation  for  the  good  of  the  schools  among  the  various  school 
factors  of  the  county :  1st,  Every  minister  of  the  county  was  requested 
by  personal  letter  to  preach  on  the  first  Sunday  of  September  a  ser- 
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mon  affecting  the  most  vital  school  problems  of  their  respective 
communities.  This  request  was  complied  with  in  almost  every  in- 
stance; 2nd,  There  were  seventeen  local  institutes  held  in  the  various 
sections  of  the  county.  The  programs  for  these  meetings  were  made 
out  with  a  view  of  interesting  the  citizens  of  the  communities  in 
which  the  meetings  were  held.  These  institutes  had  the  desired  effect 
and  in  many  particulars  were  better  than  they  had  ever  been  at  any 
previous  time.  3rd,  Friday,  February  25  th.,  was  named  as  Patrons' 
Day  for  the  county.  Many  parents  visited  the  schools  on  this  day 
and  enjoyed  the  program,  part  of  which  was  the  regular  work  and 
part  specially  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

Polk  Borough  and  Irwin  Township  each  organized  a  high  school 
this  year.  Both  schools  were  needed  and  are  doing  well.  The  bor- 
ough and  Hie  township  high  schools  of  Ihe  county  graduated  eighty- 
four  students  this  year.  The  law  appropriating  financial  help  to 
those  districts  having  no  high  school  and  which  are  compelled  to  pay 
high  school  tuition  to  an  outside  high  school  is  a  wise  one  and  is 
advantageous  to  many  of  our  districts.  One  of  the  most  important 
events  in  the  high  school  work  of  the  county  was  the  official  visit  of 
the  State  High  School  inspector,  W.  S.  Hertzog.  Without  an  excep- 
tion our  school  boards  and  principals  have  acted  on  any  suggestion 
Ihe  Inspector  gave  them.  We  think  that  we  have  just  pride  in  the 
fact  that  every  one  of  our  high  schools  was  accepted  by  the  State  as" 
doing  a  satisfactory  amount  of  work. 

The  examinations  for  the  eighth  grade  pupils  were  uniform  as  to 
date  and  questions.  The  examinations  were  given  on  April  2nd. 
Pupils  arc  admitted  to  this  examination  more  carefully  than  ever 
before,  consequently  there  are  fewer  failures.  Two  hundred  thirty- 
nine  pupils  passed   this  examination  successfully. 

Rockland,  Cornplanter,  and  Irwin  Townships  each  built  a  good 
one-roomed  school  house  this  year. 

The  Annual  Convention  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was 
held  iu  ihe  Court  House  at  Franklin  on  January  18th  and  19th.  The 
program  was  made  up  chiefly  of  the  addresses  and  discussions  of 
the  members  of  ihe  association.  The  principal  help  from  the  out- 
side was  furnished  by  Principal  John  F.  Bigler,  of  the  Edinboro 
Normal  School,  and  Supt.  N.  P.  Kinsley,  of  the  Franklin  Schools. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Franklin  December  20-24. 
The  work  done  here  was  practical  and  has  produced  good  results  in 
the  schools  of  the  county.  The  day  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr. 
Jonathan  Rigdon,  President  of  the  Winona  Normal  School,  Winona 
Lake,  Ind. ;  Prof.  F.  B.  Pearson,  Editor  of  the  Ohio  Educational 
Monthly,  Columbus,  ( >. ;  Dr.  Henry  L.  South  wick,  President  of  the 
Emerson  College  of  Oratory,  Boston,  Mass.;  Dr.  Isaac  C.  Ketler, 
President  of  Grove  City  College,  (hove  City,  Pa.;  Prof.  David  Boss, 
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Director  of  the  Franklin  Conservatory  of  Music,  Franklin,  Pa.  The 
evening  entertainments  were  as  follows :  Dr.  A.  Lincoln  Moore ;  Com- 
monwealth Ladies'  Orchestra;  Dr.  Henry  L.  South  wick ;  the  Honolulu 
Students. 

We  appreciate  very  much  the  assistance  of  all  the  factors  that  have 
helped  in  the  administration  of  the  duties  of  this  office.  We  thank 
the  teachers  and  the  directors  and  those  interested  in  the  public 
schools  in  general  for  their  loyalty  and  support;  the  press  for  its 
interest  as  shown  in  its  reports  of  all  our  educational  meetings;  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  many  kindnesses  through 
the  year. 


WARREN  COUNTY— C.  S.  Knap]). 


In  lookng  over  my  report  of  last  year  I  find  that  I  dwelt  to  some 
extent  upon  the  sanitary  conditions  of  Warren  County.  Those 
statements  were  all  true,  yet  the  schools  over  almost  the  entire  county 
were  broken  up  this  year  by  epidemices  of  chickenpox,  measles, 
scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  and  mumps.  In  many  districts 
schools  were  closed  as  long  as  two  and  three  weeks  at  a  time.  We  do 
not  expect  to  be  troubled  that  way  this  year  as  practically  all  the 
children  even  to  the  babes  at  home  arc  now  immune. 

Not  for  many  years  have  we  had  such  severe  and  continued  snow 
storms  as  we  had  last  winter.  This  also  interfered  with  the  regular 
attendance  of  the  pupils  as  well  as  with  the  visits  of  the  county 
superintendent.  On  account  of  the  above  conditions  I  believe  the 
schools  were  not  getting  as  good  results  as  they  did  the  year  before. 
Yet  I  feel  that  all  concerned  have  done  their  best  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  was  held  the  week  of  December  20-24,  and 
was  very  well  attended.  93  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  being  enrolled, 
and  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  of  those  enrolled  being  but  a  small 
fraction  less  than  100.  The  day  instructors  were  Prin.  J.  George 
Becht,  of  the  Clarion  Normal  School ;  Dr.  0.  T.  McFarlane,  Prin.  of 
the  Brockport  Normal  School,  N.  Y. ;  Dr.  E.  B.  Twitmyer,  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania;  Rev.  J.  II.  Jones,  of  Warren,  Pa.,  who 
read  a  veiw  interesting  paper  on  "The  German  Drama" ;  C.  E. 
Stevens,  Greensburg,  Pa. ;  Miss  Jessie  Waters,  Sugar  Grove,  Pa.,  and 
J.  Adams  Puffer,  of  Needham,  Mass. 
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The  Commonwealth  Concert  Company,  Hon.  George  D.  Alden,  The 
Honolulu  Students,  and  Rogers  &  Grilley  constituted  the  four  even- 
ing numbers  all  of  which  were  held  at  the  Opera  House. 

While  every  number  on  the  program  of  both  day  and  the  evening 
sessions  was  one  of  pleasure  and  profit  we  would  give  special  mention 
to  the  work  of  J.  Adams  Puffer  who  so  influenced  us  by  his  exposition 
of  the  needs  and  possibilities  of  the  delinquent  boy,  and  to  Judge 
Alden's  spicy  and  epigrammatic  presentation  of  "The  Needs  of  the 
Hour'".  We  believe  the  institute  as  a  whole  ranked  among  the  best 
in  our  history. 

Local  Institutes. 

Local  Institutes  were  held  at  Warren,  Clarendon,  Youngsville,  and 
Tidioute  during  the  year.  All  were  largely  attended  and  the  teachers 
entered  into  the  work  with  a  spirit  that  was  pleasing.  Our  teachers 
feel  that  they  get  much  good  from  this  work  and  are  always  ready 
to  give  their  ideas  on  the  subjects  under  discussion,  their  experi- 
ences in  the  school  room,  or  to  ask  for  suggestions  of  how  best  to  do 
this  or  that. 

High  Schools. 

Our  eighteen  bigh  schools  were  ready  for  inspection  at  all  times 
as  each,  with  one  exception,  was  meeting  the  requirements  of  the 
law  in  the  way  of  work  being  done,  number  of  teachers  employed, 
and  number  of  pupils  doing  absolute  high  school  work.  Sheffield 
graduated  its  first  class,  four  boys  and  three  girls,  in  the  four  year 
course.  Tidioute  has  been  doing  considerable  work  in  Manual 
Training,  Domestic  Science  and  Art  in  addition  to  its  regular  four 
year  work.  Youngsville  employed  a  teacher  of  Manual  Training  and 
is  now  making  use  of  its  finely  equipped  Industrial  building.  Pitts- 
field  starts  its  firsl  year  as  an  organized  high  school  with  a  class  of 
about  eighteen  pupils.  Freehold  Township  entered  its  new  |10,000 
high  school  building  about  the  middle  of  the  year. 

Warren  County  is  fortunate  in  having  a  number  of  philanthropists 
whose  beneficence  has  been  toward  the  educational  welfare  of  the 
youth.  I  would  cite  the  Hunter  Memorial  School,  of  Tidioute,  a 
magnificent  structure  which  accomodates  the  entire  school  popula- 
tion of  the  town;  the  White  Memorial  School  and  the  Currie  Indus- 
tral  School  of  Youngsville;  the  Dean  School  of  Columbus;  the 
magnificent  geological  collection  of  the  Warren  school,  and  the  new 
high  school  building  now  under  course  of  construction  at  Sheffield. 
All  of  these  schools  have  been  given  free  of  incumberance  by  certain 
individuals  of  these  respective  towns. 
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Directors'  Convention. 

The  seventh  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors'  of  Warren 
County  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building,  Tuesday,  December  21, 
and  exceeded  the  attendance  of  last  year  by  two.  119  directors  be- 
ing present  from  all  parts  of  the  county.  The  followng  organization 
was  effected: — President,  Dr.  J.  C.  Russel,  of  Warren,  Pa.;  Vice 
President,  H.  E.  McConnell,  Torpedo;  Vice  President,  P.  N.  Kobin- 
son,  Enterprise,  Pa. ;  Secretary,  J.  W.  Elliott,  Warren,  Pa. ;  Treasur- 
er, Hon.  A.  W.  Dennison,  Akeley,  Pa. 

Papers  on:  "Pressing  Problems  of  the  High  School,"  "Pressing 
Problems  of  the  Rural  School,"  "Transportation,"  "Centralization," 
and  "The  Schooling  of  Children  of  Isolated  Places"  were  read  by 
directors  from  various  parts  of  the  county.  These  subjects  together 
with  several  taken  from  the  Question  Box  brought  out  much  dis- 
cussion, all  of  which  proved  of  great  service  to  the  directors  in  their 
labors  for  the  best  interests  of  education. 

Dr.  J.  George  Becht  created  much  enthusiasm  by  his  lecture, 
"The  State's  Best  Asset."  Dr.  Becht  is  a  very  pleasant  speaker  and 
won  many  friends  among  the  directors. 

C.  J.  Gibson,  H.  H.  Bassett,  and  C.  S.  Knapp  were  elected  delegates 
to  the  State  Convention  at  Harrisburg. 

At  3.00  P.  M.  the  Convention  adjourned  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms 
to  the  Court  House  where  the  Teacher's  Institute  was  being  held  to 
listen  to  the  lecture  of  J.  Adams  Puffer  of  Needham,  Mass.,  on,  "Edu- 
cational Methods  of  Checking  Delinquency."  This  was  the  best  lec- 
ture of  the  Convention  or  Institute.  Mr.  Puffer  was  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  applause,  and  as  he  finished  tremendous  applause  greet- 
ed him.  A  resolution  was  immediately  offered,  expressing  the  grati- 
tude of  the  teachers  and  directors  for  the  splendid  help  and  in- 
spiration gained  by  Mr.  Puffer's  talks  for  the  elevation  and  upbuild- 
ing of  life.  This  was  seconded  by  several  members  and  carried  with 
great  emphasis. 

The  Directors'  Convention  is  an  important  factor  in  the  educa- 
tional work  of  the  county.  We  expect  90  per  cent,  of  the  directors 
present  this  year. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  250  schools,  examined  184  applicants 
for  certificates,  attended  the  State  Convention  of  Directors  and  Super- 
intendents at  Harrisburg,  served  as  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Examiners  at  Mansfield  Normal  School,  visited  the  Erie  County  In- 
stitute, and  attended  all  the  local  institutes  held  in  the  county.  I 
have  published  eight  issues  of  "The  Warren  County  School  Journal", 
a  thirty-six  page  school  magazine  devoted  to  the  educational  inter- 
est^ of  Warren  County.     This  "Journal"  has  proved  of  much  value  to 
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the  educational  work  of  the  county,  but  owing  to  the  amount  of  time 
it  takes  and  to  the  expense,  it  will  be  published  but  quarterly  during 
the  coming  year.  I  have  also  attended  to  a  large  and  increasing 
correspondence. 

I  have  been  loyally  assisted  in  my  work  by  the  teachers,  directors, 
and  patrons  of  the  county,  and  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, to  all  of  whom  I  express  my  thanks. 


WASHINGTON   COUNTY— L.   E.   Crumrine. 


In  many  respects  the  results  of  the  school  work  during  the  past 
year  were  very  gratifying,  though  in  a  number  of  instances  our  ex- 
pectations were  not  fully  realized.  Many  of  our  teachers  acquitted 
themselves  admirably,  and  made  commendable  progress.  This  was 
especially  true  of  those  teachers  who  have  held  the  same  position 
for  a  number  of  successive  years. 

It  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  frequent  change  of 
teachers  is  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  continued  progress.  The 
greatesl  hindrance  to  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  schools 
anywhere  is  the  constant  change  of  teachers.  The  average  number  of 
years  our  teachers  remain  in  the  profession  is  about  five.  This  means 
that  about  twenty  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  each  year  are  beginners. 
In  the  country  districts  we  have,  as  a  rule,  the  ungraded  schools. 
The  best  teachers  for  these  schools  are  such  as  were  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  who  understand  the  conditioins  and  the  needs  of  a  country 
school.  The  most  complete  failure  that  came  under  my  observation 
was  in  a  country  school,  taught  by  an  inexperienced  teacher,  who 
had  graduated  from  a  town  high  school.  Judging  from  reports  re- 
ceived from  secretaries,  I  believe  we  will  have  a  greater  number  of 
experienced  teachers  in  the  rural  districts  next  year.  This  is  due  to 
the  increase  in  wages  and  the  length  of  the  school  term. 

The  overcrowded  condition  of  many  of  the  primary  schools  is 
another  cause  for  insufficient  work.  This  error  is  based  on  the  fallacy 
that  the  smaller  the  children  the  greater  number  a  teacher  can  in- 
struct. We  found  in  some  districts  primary  schools  where  from 
eighty  to  one  hundred  pupils  were  in  charge  of  one  teacher.  The 
result  was  inefficient  work.     It  could  not  have  been  otherwise. 

In  some  cases  the  difficulty  will  be  remedied  another  year  by  the 
erection  of  new  buildings  and  the  employment  of  additional  teachers. 
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In  many  sections  school  room  decoration  has  been  given  consider- 
able attention,  Directors  have  made  improvements  in  school  sur- 
roundings. Pictures,  works  of  art,  are  found  on  more  school  walls. 
Books  have  been  added  to  established  libraries,  while  many  schools 
started  libraries,  and  best  of  all  good  books  are  being  read. 

In  building,  a  very  commendable  progress  has  been  shown,  East 
Pike  Run  Townshp  has  completed  a  new  eight  roomed  building  which 
will  be  occupied  this  fall.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings 
in  the  county.  It  is  furnished  new  throughout,  has  one  of  the  latest 
and  best  heating  and  ventilating  systems,  and  all  the  modern  equip- 
ments which  are  conducive  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  children. 
A  new  twelve  roomed  brick  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at 
Monongehela  City,  at  the  opening  of  the  next  school  term.  Center- 
ville  borough  and  Nottingham  Township  each  erected  handsome  one 
roomed  brick  buildings.  Chartiers  township  built  a  two  roomed 
brick.  West  Brownsville  built  an  annex  of  four  rooms  to  their 
building,  and  put  in  an  up-to-date  heating  plant  and  ventilating  plant 
for  the  entire  building.  Two  eight-roomed  buildings  are  in  the  course 
of  erection,  one  at  Marianna  borough  and  the  other  in  Carroll  Town- 
ship. 

The  Principals'  Bound  Table  continued  active  throughout  the  year. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended.  Vital  questions  were  discussed, 
and  our  graded  schools  move  on  to  greater  achievements  as  each 
principal  became  better  acquainted  with  the  work  of  the  others. 

The  chief  event  of  the  year  was  the  county  institute,  held  December 
20-24.  In  professional  zeal,  in  interest  and  attention  of  the  teachers, 
and  in  the  character  of  the  instruction  given  it  was  pronounced  the 
most  successful  institute  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  the  twenty-first  and  twenty- 
second  of  December.  The  attendance  and  interest  have  been  growing 
steadily.  This  was  true  this  year.  We  had  the  largest  attendance 
we  have  ever  had.  Superintendent  James  M.  Coughlin  of  Wilkes- 
Barre,  made  a  very  stirring  address. 

Unifom  examinations  were  given  at  the  close  of  the  rural  schools, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  high  school  principals  and  myself,  for 
high  school  entrance.  Seventy-four  were  granted  certificates,  and 
some  of  those  who  failed  have  attended  school  since  and  will 
try  for  entrance  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

With  but  one  exception  our  high  schools  have  done  good  work. 
Canonsburg,  East  Washnigton,  and  McDonald  have  extended  their 
courses  to  four  years.  We  now  have  twenty-four  high  schools  in  the 
county.  The  help  given  by  the  high  school  inspector  has  aroused 
our  people  to  efforts  of  improvement  which  is  sure  to  bring  better 
results  than  we  have  ever  had, 

11 


142  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Many  of  the  country  districts  need  closer  supervision  than  one 
person  can  possibly  give  them  when  much  of  his  time  must  be  devoted 
to  clerical  work.  Our  boroughs  find  that  supervision  pays.  It  is 
needed  fully  as  much  in  the  country  districts.  A  "State  Course  of 
Study"  and  "closer  supervision"'  we  hope  will  be  provisions  in  fact  in 
the  near  future. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  advice  given,  to  directors  and  citizens  for  aid  and  hospitality,  to 
teachers  for  their  earnest  co-operation  and  to  the  public  press  for 
continued  courtesies. 


WAYNE  OOF  XT  Y— J.  J.  Koehler. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year,  steady  progress  can  be  seen 
in  all  educational  work.  Many  of  our  schools  have  shown  a  decided 
improvement  oyer  the  previous  year.  In  some  sections  of  the  county, 
pupils  that  bad  left  school  returned  to  their  studies  with  renewed 
effort.  The  people  at  large  arc  beginning  to  see  more  and  more  the 
needs  of  a  good  common  school  education.     This  is  encouraging. 

The  severity  of  the  winter  made  it  exceedingly  difficult  in  many 
rural  communities  for  the  smaller  pupils  to  attend  regularly  but  it 
had  no  marked  effect  on  the  attendance  of  the  larger  pnpils. 

The  commi.n  school  diploma  is  a  great  incentive  to  keep  the  larger 
pupils  at  school.  More  than  200  completed  the  required  work  and 
took  The  examination,  of  whom  147  being  successful,  were  award- 
ed diplomas.  It  is  our  aim  to  have  the  scholars  well  prepared  in  the 
common  English  branches  before  they  are  granted  diplomas.  Since 
we  have  high  schools  within  reach  of  almost  every  pupil  in  the  county, 
instruction  in  Civics  and  Algebra  is  not  required  in  the  common 
schools. 

Patrons  of  schools  are  much  better  disposed  toward  compulsory 
vaccination  and  compulsory  attendance  of  children.  There  are  still 
some  parents  who  object  to  vaccination  but  the  number  is  rapidly 
decreasing. 

Nearly  all  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  have  had  a  high 
school  training  of  three  or  four  years.  This  shows  a  decided  im- 
provement over  previous  years.  A  number  of  them  are  somewhat 
deficient  in  the  common  school  branches,  due  partly  to  the  fact  that 
They  entered  high  school  without  a  proper  preparation  and  partly 
because  of  too  hasty  senior  reviews  in  this  work.  But  the  high  schools 
are  not  to  blame  for  Ibis  deficiency  since  they  were  not  established 
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for  the  purpose  of  training  young  people  for  teaching.  A  large  num- 
ber of  our  young  teachers  attended  state  normal  schools  during  the 
spring  term. 

Thirteen  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  year,  and  they 
were  well  attended  by  teachers  and  patrons. 

The  Wayne  County  Teachers'  Association  held  two  meetings.  At 
the  fall  meeting  Supt.  C.  F.  LLoban,  of  Dunmore,  gave  us  a  graphic 
account  of  his  trip  through  England  and  Ireland,  and  of  his  visits 
to  England's  schools.  At  the  spring  meeting  Prof.  Oden  C.  Gort- 
ner,  of  Mansfield,  and  Prof.  M.  J.  Castello,  of  Scranton,  gave  the 
Teachers  strong  educational  talks.  Good  papers  were  read  by  many 
of  our  teachers. 

A  number  of  our  local  institutes  were  addressed  by  prominent 
educators.  In  addition  to  the  regular  local  institutes  some  townships 
and  boroughs  have  teachers'  meetings  to  discuss  local  needs  and 
conditions. 

The  county  institute  was  productive  of  good  results.  The  in- 
structors were  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Dr.  C.  H. 
Gordinier,  Prof.  Oden  C.  Gortner,  and  Prof.  J.  T.  Watkins.  The 
lines  of  discussion  were  Grammar,  Nature  Study,  and  Pedagogy. 
Much  stress  was  placed  on  vocal  music.  Three  evening  entertain- 
ments were  held.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  very  nearly  per- 
fect. The  institute  attracts  a  large  and  appreciative  audience  from 
Honesdale  and  the  surrounding  communities.  School  directors 
from  many  sections  of  the  county  spent  several  days  at  the  institute, 
which  shows  an  upward  trend  of  school  affairs. 

Most  of  our  high  schools  are  in  a  nourishing  condition.  They  are 
receiving  better  support  from  the  people  at  large  than  they  formerly 
did.  nigh  school  teachers  salaries  have  been  increased  throughout 
the  county.  A  larger  proportion  of  pupils  stay  at  school  to  complete 
the  course.  It  used  to  be  the  custom  of  boys  to  leave  the  township 
high  school  in  the  spring,  when  the  farm  work  began,  but  lately  they 
remain  at  school  until  the  end  of  the  term.  This  is  very  gratifying  to 
the  high  school  principals  and  the  superintendent. 

In  several  of  our  high  schools  the  subject  of  Agriculture  is  suc- 
cessfully taught,  a  fact  which  deserves  mentioning.  Since  this  is 
a  county  whose  population  is  mainly  of  an  agricultural  class,  there 
is  a  growing  demand  for  the  general  introduction  of  this  subject. 
Schools  should  aim  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  people  if  they 
expect  to  receive  the  people's  support. 

Twelve  of  our  high  schools  held  commencement  exercises  in  the 
presence  of  large  crowds.  The  graduating  classes  varied  in  number 
from  four  to  seventeen.  Nearly  all  our  high  schools  have  a  three  or 
four  years'  course  of  study.  Hawley  and  Damascus  secured  extra 
teachers  and  lengthened  their  courses  to  four  years  to  comply  with 
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the  requirements  of  first  grade  high  schools.  Pianos,  the  latest 
editions  of  encyclopedias  and  other  reference  books,  and  chemical 
and  physical  laboratory  outfits  have  been  purchased  by  a  number  of 
the  high  schools.  While  we  have  no  way  by  which  to  measure  the 
efficiency  of  those  schools  with  like  schools  of  other  counties,  yet  this 
shows  that  our  claim  to  progress  is  well  founded. 

It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  the  visits  of  the  High  School 
Inspector  have  a  good  effect  upon  the  work. 

Our  graded  and  high  schools  are  progressing  much  faster  than  the 
rural  schools.  This  is  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  the  teachers  in 
the  former  have  nearly  all  received  a  thorough  professional  training, 
while  in  the  latter  the  majority  of  the  teachers  are  untrained;  also 
very  few  of  the  rural  schools  have  a  term  beyond  the  minimum. 

The  county  has  241  teachers ;  College  Graduates,  7 ;  Normal  Gradu- 
ates,  52;  State  Certificates,  4;  Permanent  Certificates,  25;  Profes- 
sional Certificates,  35;  Provisional  Certificates,  119. 

41  of  the  list  were  beginners.  At  the  eight  examinations  held,  171 
candidates  presented  themselves,  40  of  whom  were  rejected.  The  de- 
mand for  experienced  and  trained  teachers  is  strong  in  nearly  every 
school  district. 

Dreher  township  erected  a  fine  four-room  high  school  building  to 
take  the  place  of  the  one  destroyed  by  fire.  The  new  building  has  been 
well  equipped  with  modern  furniture,  piano,  etc. 

Hawley  completed  a  new  wing  to  their  main  school  building  last 
December  and  made  extensive  improvements  throughout  the  old 
building.  These  improvements  consist  of  lavatories,  cloak  rooms, 
new  single  desks  in  all  the  rooms,  a  new  heating  plant,  and  the 
latest  and  best  system  of  ventilation.  The  new  part  consists  of  four 
beautiful  and  spacious  rooms  for  grades,  and  an  auditorium  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  450.  The  indebtedness  was  raised  about  |23,000 
to  meet  the  necessary  expenses. 

Last  September  Honesdale  dedicated  and  occupied  their  splendid 
new  building,  which  was  fully  described  in  last  year's  report.  The 
high  school  department  has  been  fitted  out  with  a  modern  chemical 
and  physical  laboratory. 
Damascus  and  Lebanon  each  erected  a  new  school  building. 
The  teachers'  reading  course  consisted  of  Sabins'  Common  Sense 
Didactics,  Schmucker's  Study  of  Nature,  Irvings  Life  of  Goldsmith, 
and  selections  from  Goldsmith.  A  careful  study  was  made  of  these 
books. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  Novem- 
ber. More  than  two-thirds  of  the  180  directors  were  present.  The 
meeting  was  full  of  interest.  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  of  Shippensburg, 
gave  a  practical  talk  on  "When  a  School  Director  Looks  Good  to  Me." 
Dr.  W.  Q.  Roselle  delivered  his  lecture  in  the  evening  on  "The  Univer- 
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sity  of  Adversity.''  A  number  of  the  high  school  principals  were 
present  and  took  part  on  the  program.  Dr.  A.  J.  Simons,  of  New- 
foundland read  an  excellent  paper  on  "The  Needs  of  Our  Eural 
Schools."  The  directors  showed  keen  interest  in  all  the  proceedings. 
The  results  of  these  conventions  are  very  satisfactory. 

Last  April  Prof.  J.  T.  Dooley,  Prin.  of  the  Waymart  Borough 
High  School  for  29  years,  died.  During  his  useful  educational 
career  he  prepared  scores  of  young  people  for  the  teacher's  profession. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  prompt  and  cheerful  assistance  given  me,  and 
the  press  and  friends  of  education  in  Wayne  county  for  their  loyal 
support. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— Robert  C.  Shaw. 


The  schools  of  Westmoreland  County  have  had  one  of  the  best 
years  in  the  history  of  the  county.  More  interest  and  enthusiasm 
in  the  schools  were  manifested  by  those  who  were  engaged  in  school 
work  and  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools  than  usual.  The  teachers  with 
few  exceptions  did  splendid  work.  The  directors  were  alert  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  school.  Harmony  of  effort  characterized  the 
work  of  the  year. 

In  regard  to  the  interests  of  our  teachers  in  professional  train- 
ing, mentioned  in  former  reports,  we  wish  to  say  that  this  interest  is 
growing  rapidly.  A  very  large  number  of  our  teachers  spent  most  of 
last  year's  vacation  in  different  schools  of  methods,  thus  better  fitting 
themselves  for  the  important  work  in  which  they  are  engaged.  We 
know  of  nothing  more  commendable  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  than 
this,  and  most  certainly  there  is  nothing  more  encouraging  to  us,  and 
nothing  that  points  to  good  schools  in  the  future  more  plainly  than 
this  growing  professional  spirit. 

The  interest  taken  by  our  superintendents  and  principals  far  sur- 
passes that  of  any  previous  year.  They  were  not  only  thoroughly 
interested  in  the  work  of  their  own  schools  but  were  helpful  in  carry- 
ing on  the  work  in  other  districts  of  the  county.  Valuable  service 
was  rendered  by  many  of  the  supervisors  in  local  educational  meet- 
ings held  throughout  the  county  and  in  various  other  ways.  We  be- 
lieve that  an  educator's  work  is  not  limited  to  his  own  schools  but 
that  everyone  engaged  in  school  work  should  have  an  altruistic 
spirit  of  helpfulness  wherever  services  may  be  rendered.  We  most 
earnestly  hope  that  this  spirit  will  grow  not  only  in  our  own  county 
but  throughout  the  state. 
10—6—1910 
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The  meetings  of  our  Superintendents'  and  Principals'  Assciation 
were  very  interesting  and  helpful.  The  members  of  this  associa- 
tion make  an  effort  to  have  the  best  program  possible.  We  believe 
that  great  good  has  come  from  these  meetings. 

In  addition  to  the  above  a  number  of  meetings  of  the  township 
principals  were  held  in  the  superintendent's  office.  Through  these 
meetings  the  superintendent  is  enabled  to  get  into  closer  touch  with 
his  rural  schools  than  could  possibly  be  done  otherwise,  and  the  prin- 
cipals were  also  of  mutual  help. 

A  uniform  course  of  study  for  rural  schools  has  been  arranged  for. 
In  this  way  we  wish  to  make  the  work  of  these  districts  uniform 
and  also  to  systematize  the  grading  of  the  rural  schools.  The  syl- 
labus now  being  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
will  afd  us  very  greatly  in  perfecting  our  plans. 

Many  first  class  school  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year. 
Scottdale  Borough  is  just  completing  a  very  beautiful  high  school 
building,  which  will  not  only  be  a  credit  to  that  town  but  will  reflect 
great  credit  upon  the  school  system  of  our  county.  Seward  borough 
also  erected  a  good  school  building.  Manor  and  Trafford  Boroughs 
made  substantial  improvements  to  their  buildings.  The  following 
townships  erected  buildings,  Allegheny,  a  i'our-room  high  school 
brick  building;  Deny,  six  room  brick  building:  ! iempfield,  one  two- 
room  and  one  one-room  building,  both  brick;  North  Huntingdon, 
six-room  brick  building:  Penn,  six-room  frame  building,  also  a  two- 
room  frame  building;  Loyalhanna,  two-room  brick  building;  South 
Huntingdon,  four-room  brick  building;  Fairfield,  two  one-room 
frame  buildings;  Ligioner,  one-room  frame  building;  Mt.  Pleasant 
Bostraver  and  Salem,  each  one-room  buildings.  These  are  all  good, 
substantial,  up-to-date  buildings.  We  feel  that  our  school  boards 
are  to  be  commended  most  highly  for  their  progressiveness  along  this 
line. 

Nearly  all  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  by  the  superin- 
tendent and  his  assistant,  W.  G.  Dugan,  during  the  year,  eight  hun- 
dred thirteen  (813)  visits  having  been  made.  On  account  of  the 
rapid  growth  in  the  number  id'  schools  in  our  county  and  also  the 
additional  duties  added  to  the  office  of  county  superintendent  by 
recent  acts  of  the  legislature  we  were  compelled  to  employ  an  assist- 
ant at  our  own  expense  to  do  the  work  that  we  see  must  be  done.  We 
believe  that  the  duties  of  this  office  are  too  important  to  be  neglected. 
We  find  in  Mr.  Dugan  a  very  capable  and  efficient  assistant. 

Twenty-eight  (28)  examinations  were  held  for  provisional  certifi- 
cates and  one  for  professional  certificates.  Eight  hundred  seventy- 
three  (873)  applicants  were  examined  for  provisional  certificates 
and  fifty-five  (55)  for  professional  certificates.  One  hundred  seventy- 
five  (175)  of  these  were  rejected. 
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About  three  hundred  and  fifty  applicants  were  examined  for  com- 
mon school  diplomas.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  diplomas  were 
issued. 

We  have  now  twenty- three  (23)  high  schools  in  the  county  three 
being  established  this  year.  The  increase  in  attendance  in  the  high 
schools  continues  to  grow.  Most  of  our  high  schools  are  becoming 
crowded  due  to  the  great  interest  in  high  schools  and  high  school 
work.  We  have  a  large  number  of  non-resident  pupils  in  our  high 
schools  throughout  the  county,  due  to  the  fact  that  our  school  boards 
in  many  cases  deem  it  wise  to  pay  tuition  to  neighboring  districts 
rather  than  to  attempt  to  establish  high  schools  in  their  own  districts. 
We  feel  that  their  judgment  is  correct  in  this  matter. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  December  20-24,  and  was  pronounced 
by  many  the  best  ever  held  in  our  county.  It  certainly  was  a  very 
successful  educational  meeting.  It  could  not  be  otherwise  with  the 
personnel  of  our  program.     It  was  as  follows: — 

Instructors 

Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Boston,  Mass.;  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Antioch  Col- 
lege, Yellow  Springs,  O. ;  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  Public  Instruc- 
tion, Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  W.  I.  Wishart,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Hon. 
Henry  Houck,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Dr.  Isaac  C.  Ketler,  Grove  City,  Pa. ; 
Dr.  H.  B.  Davis,  California,  Pa.;  Prof.  Eobt.  J.  McDowell,  (music) 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Soloists. 

Miss  Nettie  McElroy  (violin),  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Prof.  Eobt.  J.  Mc- 
Dowell (tenor),  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Miss  Sarah  Allhouse  (soprano), 
Greensburg,  Pa.;  Miss  Christine  Miller  (contralto),  Pittsburg,  Pa.; 
Miss  L.  Edna  Naill  (soprano),  Greensburg,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Nora  Ditzler 
Miller  (pianist),  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Evening  Entertainments. 

Lecture,  "The  Haunted  House",  Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  Chicago, 
111. 

Lecture,  "Our  Nation,  Its  Problems  and  Progress",  Hon.  J.  Adam 
Bede,  Minnesota. 

Concert,  College  Singing  Girls. 

Lecture,  "A  Message  from  Kansas",  Gov.  E.  W.  Hoch,  Topeka,  Kan. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  well  attended  and  was  full  of  in- 
terest.    The  following  is  the  program: 
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Thursday  Forenoon  Session. 

9.00     Registration  of  members  of  Association. 
9.15    Devotional  Exercises,  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Byrnes. 
Reading  of  Minutes. 
Election  of  Officers. 

Addresses,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  S.  D. 
Fess. 

Announcements. 

1.30     P.  M.,  the  directors  will  meet  with  the  teachers  in  the  Institute. 

Thursday  Evening. 

8.00     Solo,  Miss  Christine  Miller. 

Lecture,  "A  Message  from  Kansas",  Gov.  E.  W.  Hoch. 

Friday  Forenoon  Session. 

9.15     Devotional  Exercises. 
Report  of  Committees. 
Appointment  of  Committees. 
Address,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship. 
Opening  of  Question  Box,  by  President. 
Address,  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer. 

Subjects  for  discussion: — 

(1)  Are  our  schools  better  than  when  we  were  boys? 

(2)  Should  not  more  attention  be  given  to  Agriculture  and  kin- 

dred subjects  in  our  country  schools? 

(3)  How  shall  we  increase  the  Directors'  interest  in  our  schools? 

(4)  Is  our  curriculum  too  comprehensive,  and  if  so,  what  should 

be  eliminated? 

(5)  Registration  of  pupils  of  school  age. 

Our  teachers  were  asked  to  read  during  the  year  the  following 
books: — "White's  Pedagogy",  S.  C.  Schmucker's;  "Study  of  Nature", 
Barrett's  Practical  Pedagogy  and  Kemp's  History  of  Education. 
These  books  were  read  and  studied  by  a  large  number  of  teachers. 

WTe  again  wish  to  thank  the  directors  and  teachers  of  the  county 
for  their  kind  and  courteous  treatment  during  our  visits  to  their 
schools  and  homes  and  for  their  enthusiasm,  interest  and  help  in 
carrying  on  the  great  work  of  education  in  our  beloved  county. 

We  feel  indebted  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
service  rendered  at  all  times.  Our  thanks  are  due  also  to  the  press 
of  the  county  for  the  many  kind  words  and  for  their  aid  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  public  schools. 
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WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank  H.  Jarvis. 


Entering  upon  another  official  year,  I  am  able  to  comprehend  in 
some  measure  the  magnitude  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  I  assume 
the  task  in  no  spirit  of  self-confidence.  Having  devoted  my  whole 
life  to  the  profession  of  teaching,  having  taught  eleven  years  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  State,  I  have  an  ambition  to  co-operate  with  the 
earnest  and  devoted  teachers  of  our  county  who  are  striving  to 
awaken  public  opinion  to  a  true  estimate  of  the  relation  of  free  schools 
to  the  future  permanence  and  prosperity  of  our  boys  and  girls  and  to 
a  higher  estimation  of  the  profession  of  teaching.  The  efforts  of 
teachers  and  superintendents  however,  will  in  the  near  future  effect 
comparatively  little  more  than  they  have  already,  unless  seconded 
by  some  judicious  legislation,  which  shall  anticipate  the  future,  as 
well  as  comprehend  the  present. 

At  the  outset  in  this  report,  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the 
hope  expressed  in  my  last  report  concerning  work  to  be  accomplished 
has  been  more  than  realized.  There  is  more  uniform  harmony  and 
good  feeling  in  educational  affairs  throughout  our  County  to-day 
than  since  our  assuming  control  fourteen  years  ago.  The  public, 
the  press,  the  directors,  the  teachers  and  the  pupils  have  shown  a  uni- 
form, kind  and  zealous  interest  and  desire  for  the  promotion  and  wel- 
fare of  the  educational  interests  in  Wyoming  county. 

The  country  school  buildings  and  grounds  should  be  next,  artistic, 
attractive,  and  an  inspiration  and  a  source  of  pride  to  every  pupil 
and  patron  in  the  district.  There  are,  instead,  in  some  districts, 
poorly  kept  grounds,  with  a  rude,  ungainly  structure  in  poor  repair. 

The  grounds  for  a  Country  school  might  well  contain  at  least 
two  acres.  The  location  should  be  sightly,  the  most  beautiful  and 
healthful  spot  in  the  district.  It  should  of  course  be  as  central  as 
possible.  However  pleasant,  healthful,  and  beautiful  surroundings 
should  not  be  sacrificed  just  to  secure  an  exact  central  location. 

During  the  year,  our  county  was  generally  free  from  epidemics 
of  contagious  diseases.  Diptheria  prevailed  in  two  districts,  caus- 
ing the  schools  to  be  closed  for  a  few  weeks.  Measles  broke  out  in 
several  districts  interfering  materially  with  the  school  attendance. 
Notably  among  them  being  Tunkhannock  borough  whose  average  at- 
tendance was  lowered  1  per  cent,  from  what  it  was  the  preceding 
year. 

Good  interest  in  Academic  education  was  manifested  all  over 
the  county  as  shown  by  the  young  people  attending  the  High  Schools 
and  the  State  Normal  Schools,  Seminaries  and  Academies.  Accord- 
ing to  size  and  population  of  our  County,  we  probably  rank  among 
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the  foremost  counties  in  the  State  in  college  representation.  G. 
V.  Davies,  graduate  of  Meshoppen  Borough  High  School  and  Vale- 
dictorian of  his  class,  in  a  Competitive  examination  therefor,  was 
awarded  the  McAllister  Prize  Scholarship  given  by  State  College. 
Its  value  is  about  flOO.OO.  Eight  young  men  from  this  county  were 
students  in  this  school  last  year,  ours  being  one  of  five  counties  in 
the  State  having  the  largest  attendance  in  the  college,  according  to  her 
population. 

A  five  weeks  Summer  Normal  School  for  teachers  and  advanced 
students  was  conducted  at  Meshoppen,  May  31  to  July  2. 

Among  improvements  and  increased  equipments  made,  we  men- 
tion as  follows: — Nicholson  borough  purchased  a  fine  Columbian 
Cabinet,  to  aid  in  Science  work,  costing  about  $450.00.  This  school 
also  was  supplied  with  about  $13.00  worth  of  Art  pictures.  In  fact, 
in  a  goodly  number  of  the  schools,  teachers  did  good  work  in  beautify- 
ing the  rooms  by  wall  picture  decorating.  I  am  pleased  to  note 
the  way  this  matter  was  taken  hold  of  by  the  teachers.  Laceyville 
borough  introduced  steam  heat,  purchased  additional  slate  black- 
boards, introduced  type-writing,  built  an  addition  to  their  school 
building,  supplying  the  new  room  with  Principal's  desk  and  indi- 
vidual arm  rest  chairs,  added  the  fifth  teacher  as  Vice  Principal  of 
the  High  School,  made  a  Tennis  Court  on  the  Campass  and  run  a  sue- 
cesful  Lecture  Course.  Meshoppen  and  Tunhannock  Boroughs  had 
five  Lecture  Courses.  The  enlargement  of  Laceyville  school  build- 
ing was  a  necessity  to  accommodate  the  increased  attendance  and  bef- 
it r  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  the  several  classes  of  the  High  School. 

Maynard  Hill  School  obtained  a  collection  of  about  all  the  different 
kinds  of  wood  that  grow  in  the  County.  The  specimens  were  prop- 
erly labeled.  Also,  elaborate  collections  of  Geological  specimens 
were  artistically  arranged.  A  reading  table  with  magazines,  books 
and  papers  thereon,  was  found  in  Laurel  Hill  School.  The  teacher 
expected  to  supply  the  school  with  a  library  from  funds  raised  at  a 
social  held  for  that  purpose.  Flag  poles  were  raised  in  Factory- 
ville  and  Tunkhannock  Boroughs.  The  raising  at  the  last  named 
place  was  accompanied  with  appropriate  exercises  held  by  the  local  G. 
A.  R.  Post  under  direction  of  Hon.  W.  N.  Reynolds.  Factory vi lie 
also  published  a  pamphlet  Curriculum  of  their  Borough  High  School. 
Falls  township  supplied  stove-jackets  thus  complying  with  the  law. 

We  have  102  school  houses  containing  1  12  rooms.  Seven  High 
schools,  graded  schools  other  than  high  schools,  5.  Number  in 
which  Bible  was  read  121.  Number  of  examinations  held  11.  Pro- 
visional Certificates  issued,  88;  applicants  rejected,  54;  professional 
certificates  issued,  11.  Teachers  having  had  previous  experience,  24; 
holding  provisional  certificates,  53;  professional,  29;  permanent,  14; 
graduated  at  State  Normal,  3G;  College  graduates,  2. 
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Mrs.  Percy  Brunges,  resident  of  Tunkhaniiock  Ind.  District,  has 
the  honor  of  being  the  only  lady  School  Director  in  the  County. 

In  some  of  our  schools  music  was  taught  notably  Tunkhannock, 
Nicholson  and  Factoryville  Boroughs. 

The  multiplicty  of  schools,  in  thinly  inhabited  districts,  has  a 
more  ruinous  effect  upon  their  own  condition,  than  the  multiplicity 
of  roads  has  upon  theirs.  As  your  acquaintance  with  the  latter  is 
equal  to  my  own,  no  argument  is  needed  to  convince  you  of  the  folly 
of  maintaining  a  number  beyond  necessity.  My  experience  with  our 
schools,  has  fully  convinced  me  of  the  advantage  of  educating  pupils 
in  as  few  schools  as  possible.  While  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine 
how  many  are  needed  but  for  you  directors  and  citizens ,  nevertheless 
this  I  believe  where  schools  are  found  within  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
of  each  other,  on  a  main  road,  with  an  average  of  from  six  to  ten 
scholars,  there  are  more  than  necessary.  I  am  also  convinced  that  no 
radical  change  for  progression,  can  take  place,  until  concentration 
takes  place  in  some  of  our  districts  which  are  fraught  wilh  em- 
barrassment. 

Too  little  attention  is  given  to  penmanship  in  most  of  the  ungraded 
schools  of  the  county.  In  too  many  schools  the  engraved  copy  books 
are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils,  who  are  left  to  write  when 
they  please,  and  how  they  please,  without  sufficient  instruction  and 
direction.  Of  course  the  chirography  of  such  pupils  is  a  dis- 
grace to  the  schools.  Half  an  hour  a  day  ought  to  be  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  writing  with  drill  exercises  in  the  elements,  and  black 
board  illustrations  by  the  teachers.  In  my  numerous  visits  to  the 
schools  I  do  not  remember  ever  having  seen  more  than  two  or  three 
teachers  giving  general  directions  to  a  class  of  "setting  a  copy"  on 
the  blackboard. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  perfect  attendance  certificates 
were  awarded.  This  is  a  larger  number  than  were  given  for  any  pre- 
vious year  since  the  superintendent  began  issuing  them.  Nicholson 
borough  had  54  who  were  neither  tardy  nor  absent  during  the  term 
of  nine  months.  This  record  verifies  the  prophesy  of  Pres.  Williams, 
of  the  county  Directors'  Association  respecting  the  record  their 
schools  would  make  last  year.  It  was  decidedly  the  banner  record 
of  the  Count}7  in  point  of  perfect  attendance  of  pupils. 

The  Central  Examinations  were  held  March  19.  Sixty-seven  can- 
didates presented  themselves  for  examination,  forty-four  of  whom 
passed.  Thirty-seven  of  this  number  took  the  Final  Examination 
held  April  19  at  the  County  Seat,  for  County  Diplomas. 

There  were  forty  seven  students  graduated  from  the  Borough  and 
township  schools  of  the  county.  The  teachers  took  good  advantage 
of  one  of  the  best  means  we  have  of  interesting  the  people  in  our 
schools.     The  dates  set  for  our  Patrons'  and  Visitors'  Days  were 
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either  November  24  or  November  26,  or  December  10.  The  invitation 
of  Visitors'  Day  in  1S9S  gave  a  new  impetus  to  the  work  of  our 
schools.  We  had  some  1750  visits  last  year,  and  in  all,  nearly  15,500 
from  friends  of  education.  The  pupils  were  interested  in  this  matter 
and  gave  excellent  literary  programs  on  this  day.  In  many  dis- 
tricts citizens  and  in  some  old  soldiers  have  appropriated  addresses. 
Patrons'  and  Visitors'  Day  with  us  is  proving  one  of  the  most  useful 
in  the  whole  year. 

The  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  County  Institute.  We 
planned  for  the  occasion  a  corps  of  the  best  educators,  lecturers 
and  entertainers  that  our  means  would  warrant  in  assembling.  Edu- 
tional  questions  were  discussed  by  the  following: — Hon.  Eeed  B. 
Tietrick,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Prof.  Charles  F.  Hoban,  Dunmore,  Pa. ; 
Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Supt.  W.  W.  Evans,  Bloomsburg, 
Pa.;  Dr.  Charles  C.  Miller,  Lima,  Ohio;  Dr.  Ogden  C.  Gortner, 
Mansfield,  Pa.,  and  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Prof. 
Will  A.  Chesseman,  of  Girard,  Pa.,  had  charge  of  the  Music.  Ac- 
companist, Miss  Genevieve  Stephens,  Findley  Lake,  N.  Y. ;  soloist, 
soprano,  Miss  Mabelle  Chase,  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  Miss  Mabelle 
Stephens ;  baritone  soloist,  Prof.  Will  A.  Cheeseman. 

The  lecturers  were  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller,  Kev.  W.  Quay  Bosselle,  Dr. 
Arthur  Holmes  and  Dr.  Byron  W.  King.  The  entertainments  were 
given  by  the  Commonwealth  Concert  Company,  The  Honolulu  Stu- 
dents, Clarence  L.  Bnrgderfer  and  The  Commonwealth  Ladies  Orche- 
stra. Every  teacher  in  the  county,  but  two,  was  present  and  enrolled 
1  hereby  contributing  to  the  financial  success  of  the  Institute  and  ob- 
taining a  fresh  stimulus  of  enthusiasm  for  better  school  work. 

During  the  past  fourteen  years  there  have  been  expended  for 
Annual  Teachers'  Institutes  the  sum  of  $11,463.88,  the  receipts 
amounting  to  $11,239.71,  leaving  under  the  present  management  a 
shortage  of  $224.17  which  the  Superintendent  has  paid  out  of  his  own 
pocket. 

I  have  attended  a  good  many  institutes  but  none  measuring  in  in- 
terest so  wide  spread  and  intense  on  the  part  of  the  general  public  as 
well  as  do  those  of  our  own  county. 

The  fifteenth  annual  convention  of  our  County  School  Directors' 
Association  was  held  in  the  Grange  Hall,  at  Tunkhannock,  December 
15  and  16.  The  attendance  was  good,  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
directors  were  present.  President  F.  M.  Williams,  of  Nicholson, 
proved  himself  an  efficient  presiding  officer.  Following  is  a  brief 
account  of  the  proceedings. 

Hon.  Beed  B.  Tietrick,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  made  a  very 
favorable  impression  upon  the  directors  present  and  proved  a  valu- 
able helper  all  through  the  sessions.  His  work  was  highly  appreci- 
ated by  alb 
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Dr.  Ogden  C.  Gortner,  Dr.  Charles  C.  Miller,  Supt.  W.  W.  Evans 
and  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  gave  instructive  and  inspiring  addresses. 
Albert  G.  Overfield  and  Dr.  Walter  M.  Cress  gave  common  sense  and 
practical  talks  before  the  Directors.  The  report  of  George  Wake- 
man  delegate  to  State  School  Directors'  Convention  of  1909  was  very 
complete  and  interesting.  The  convention  accepted  it  as  one  of  the 
best  ever  given.  Mr.  Wakeman  was  congratulated  by  many  of  the 
directors.  The  Address  of  welcome  was  given  by  N.  A.  Doty,  Sheriff 
of  the  County  ex-President  of  the  Association.  Mr.  Doty  was 
school  director  for  nearly  twenty  years  always  proving  himself  a 
true  friend  to  the  cause  of  education. 

Both  in  attendance  and  in  interest  this  was  said  to  be  one  of 
the  best  meetings  since  the  organization  of  the  Association. 

During  my  fourteen  years  service  as  Superintendent  I  have  de- 
voted all  my  time  and  energies,  at  times  drawing  on  my  private  ac- 
count that  I  might  perform  the  duties  of  my  office,  and  to  me  it  is 
some  satisfaction  to  know  that  my  services  have  not  been  unappre- 
ciated by  the  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  of  this  County.  I  feel 
confident  Wyoming  County  has  taken  no  step  backward;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  slowly  and  steadiky  we  have  been  keeping  pace  with  other 
counties  and  other  States  and  other  countries  in  much  of  that  which 
relates  to  lasting  and  solid  improvements  in  the  things  which  concern 
the  prosperity  of  our  schools.  Let  us  still  co-operate  in  the  noble 
enterprise  of  erecting  a  temple  on  the  hill  of  science  so  broad  as  to 
be  capable  of  holding  every  youth  in  our  land,  and  so  high  as  to  be  a 
beacon  to  surrounding  nations.  But  let  us  be  careful  to  lay  its 
foundation  on  that  corner  stone  which  is  true  and  precious ;  and  then 
shall  we  be  able  to  inscribe  on  the  top  stone  thereof,  "Liberty  and 
Happinesss." 

For  the  many  acts  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  directors, 
and  others  whose  hospitality  I  have  shared,  and  by  whom  I  have  been 
assisted  in  various  ways,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  I  return  my  unfeigned  thanks,  and  on  them  in- 
voke Heaven's  richest  blessings. 


YOEK  COUNTY— C.  W.  Stine 


At  the  close  of  another  school  year  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
say  that  the  schools  have  steadily  improved;  as  a  body  our  teachers 
are  earnest  and  faithful. 
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If  we  have  the  right  kind  of  teachers,  we  will  have  good  schools. 

The  Fifty-fifth  annual  session  of  the  York  County  Teachers'  In- 
stitute was  held  in  the  York  High  School  Auditorium,  November  22 
to  26,  and  was  unusually  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and 
citizens;  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Henry 
Pattengill,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Albert,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess, 
Prof.  W.  S.  Hertzog,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  Paul 
Pearson,  Dr.  Hull. 

This  was  pronounced  by  many  teachers  to  be  the  best  institute  we 
ever  had. 

There  were  16  local  institutes  held  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 
They  were  well  attended,  and  the  people  of  the  communities  in 
which  they  were  held  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  program. 

School  directors  in  many  of  the  districts  demand  teachers  to  organ- 
ize and  conduct  district  institutes:  these  meetings  are  helpful  to 
teachers,  and  are  a  powerful  means  of  arousing  educational  senti- 
ment. 

The  York  County  Directors'  Association  was  held  in  the  High 
School  Auditorium,  York,  Pa.,  January  12  and  13,  1910.  Dr.  Reed 
B.  Teitrick  and  Dr.  Edwin  Earl  Sparks  addressed  the  convention. 
Many  of  the  directors  took  part  in  the  general  discussion  of  the  differ- 
ent topics. 

608  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  occassionally  I  was  attended 
by  one  or  more  of  directors  and  citizens.  In  visiting  the  schools,  I 
try  to  ascertain  the  true  standing  of  the  teacher  in  the  school  room, 
the  teacher's  method  of  conducting  recital  ions,  and  imparting  in- 
struction, the  true  classification  of  the  school. 

I  give  such  advice  and  encouragement  to  pupils  and  instruction  to 
teachers,  as  seem  to  be  necessary.  My  visits  to  schools  were  bene- 
ficial to  me  and  I  hope  they  will  be  the  same  to  the  teachers  and 
pupils. 

The  most  important  problem  of  the  modern  educational  system  is 
the  consolidation  of  rural  schools.  There  are  many  advantages  of 
this  system,  it  will  bring  many  more  children  together  and  unite  the 
various  neighborhoods,  numbers  inspire  the  children,  the  attendance 
is  more  uniform,  the  children  form  a  greater  number  of  friendships 
and  thus  neighborhoods  are  enlarged  and  strengthened  socially. 

The  teachers  working  together  gather  strength,  enthusiasm,  and 
profit  each  from  the  experience  of  the  other. 

Children  of  lower  grades  can  be  more  easily  taught  in  a  room  apart 
from  older  and  more  advanced  pupils.  The  younger  children  are 
more  obedient  and  form  right  habits  more  readily  when  separated 
from  larger  girls  and  boys.  The  consolidated  school  will  mean  a 
graded  school  with  perhaps  two  or  three  years  of  high  school  work 
beyond  it.  In  some  cases  it  will  develope  and  grow  into  a  high 
school  with  a  four  years'  course. 
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The  country  boy  and  girl  to-day  who  go  to  a  city  high 
school  do  not  find  the  kind  of  training  and  opportunities  which  they 
need  to  fit  them  for  life  in  the  country ;  they  should  have  such  a  train- 
ing concerning  the  opportunities  and  activities  of  farm  life  as  would 
lead  them  to  see  the  possibilities  in  living  upon  a  farm,  that  would 
lead  them  to  see  the  opportunity  for  intellectual  activity  there  as  well 
as  on  the  platform,  as  well  as  in  any  other  profession,  to  have  them 
see  that  there  is  an  opportunity  for  well  directed  effort  and  large 
returns,  and  that  there  is  an  opportunity  on  the  farm  for  some  leisure 
and  for  some  comfort  in  life. 

We  belive  that  the  Course  of  Study  prepared  by  the  School  De- 
partment is  well  suited  to  the  wants  of  both  graded  and  ungraded 
schools,  and  that  the  practical  teacher  will  find  it  of  great  service 
in  orgaization,  classification  and  management  of  his  school. 

Two  borough  schoolhouses  have  been  projected.  These  on  com- 
pletion will  mark  a  new,  progressive  era  of  school  planning  and  con- 
struction in  this  county. 

How  far  short  we  come  of  the  best  in  meeting  schoolhouse  needs 
in  this  enlightend  age  is  painfully  in  evidence  in  most  of  the  struc- 
tures that  serve  to  house  our  schools. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  American  School  Board  Journal,  N.  E. 
Baker,  Superintendent  of  the  Birmingham,  Alabama  Schools,  writes 
on  ignorant  schoolhouse  planning.  He  begins  by  saying,  "It  is  little 
less  than  criminal  that  school  rooms  in  even  large  and  presumably 
modern  cities  are  allowed  to  exist  improperly  heated,  ventilated  and 
lighted."  Again  Mr.  Baker  writes:  "There  are  many  brick  and  stone 
buildings  destined  to  last  for  a  century  and  equally  destined  to  ruin 
the  eyesight  of  hundreds  of  children  for  life." 

The  Boards  of  School  Control  of  the  Borough  of  Red  Lion  and 
Dallastown  retained  the  services  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Willis,  architect,  of 
York,  who,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  has  given  special  study  to 
school  planning,  having  also  a  wide  acquaintance  with  schoolhouse 
building,  expert  architects  and  their  executed  works  in  most  of  the 
large  cities. 

After  careful  study  of  the  problem  from  all  sides  it  was  decided  by 
each  of  these  boards  that  it  would  be  wise  economy  in  the  long  run  to 
plan  for  twelve  division  structures  with  six  class  rooms  in  each 
completed  in  the  first  contract  for  use.  All  will  readily  see  that  the 
larger  number  of  class  rooms  contained  under  the  same  roof  the 
lower  the  construction  cost  and  the  administration  cost,  such  as 
principal,  janitor,  fuel,  etc. 

The  interior  planning  of  these  two  buildings  is  ideal  for  their  uses. 
The  class-rooms  are  planned  for  forty  pupils  each.  The  heating, 
ventilation,  sanitation,  etc.,  has  been  carefully  thought  out  along  the 
lines  of  the  most  advanced  modern  practice. 
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The  Eed  Lion  building  was  advanced  far  enough  to  put  the  schools 
in  last  January.  A  loan  is  about  to  be  voted  on  of  f  17,000,  to  com- 
plete six-rooms  of  the  Dallastown  structure,  including  the  supply 
and  exhaust  fan  system  of  heat  and  ventilation.  The  lighting  of  both 
these  buildings  is  unilateral.  The  planning  throughout  complies 
with  the  Pennsylvania  State  Law. 

The  exterior  design  of  these  structures  while  of  simple,  inex- 
pensive character  is  highly  appropriate  to  the  country  town  setting. 
This  does  away  with  the  more  monumental  character  of  design  and 
cost  that  is  very  properly  looked  for  in  the  city  schoolhouse. 

We  appreciate  very  much  the  cordial  co-operation  of  all  who  have 
had  a  share  in  the  year's  work,  I  have  enjoyed  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  our  teachers,  directors,  friends. 

I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kindnesses  received 
from  directors,  teachers,  patrons,  pupils,  the  press  and  the  School 
Department. 
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REPORTS 

OF 

CITY.  BOROUGH  AND  TOWNSHIP  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 


I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  report  another  year  of  successful 
work  in  the  Allegheny  Public  Schools.  We  have  had  no  interruptions 
of  high  water,  epidemics  of  any  kind,  nor  other  disturbances  to  mar 
the  progress  of  the  work  during  the  year. 

The  new  McNaugher  Building,  in  the  Tenth  Ward,  was  formally 
dedicated,  with  a  program  of  appropriate  exercises,  several  months 
ago.  This  spacious,  substantial  and  elegant  building,  including 
grounds  and  furnishings,  was  completed  at  a  cost  approximating 
|250,000.  In  addition  to  the  regular  public  school  course  of  study, 
manual  training,  domestic  science  and  art,  and  kindergarten  have 
all  been  provided  for  and  installed.  The  school  building  has  attached 
to  it  also  a  large  swimming  pool  which  has  proved  to  be  a  very  popu- 
lar adjunct. 

The  Sixth  Ward  has,  during  the  year,  also  erected  a  large  three 
story  building,  which  was  recently  dedicated  to  the  work  of  manua> 
training,  domestic  science  and  art.  This  building  is  very  substan- 
tial and  complete  in  every  particular.  It  also  has  a  large  swimming 
pool  attached,  which  is  kept  going  night  and  day  under  proper  and 
wise  regulations. 

We  have  the  same  number  of  kindergartens  as  last  year,  twenty-two 
in  all.  They  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be  popular  in  the  future  as 
they  have  been  in  the  past. 


ALLENTOWN— Francis  D.  Eaub. 


I  consider  that  we  have  a  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
work  done  along  regular  progressive  lines. 

A  supervisor  of  primary  grades  was  employed  for  the  first  time  this 
year,  and  the  wisdom  of  this  move  was  apparent,  through  the  assist- 
ance given  these  teachers,  in  the  result  shown  by  the  pupils  at  the 
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close  of  the  term.  Drawing  and  vocal  music  were  taught  under  the 
direction  of  supervisors.  Commendable  progress  was  made  in  these 
studies.  The  work  in  drawing  was  directed  along  such  lines,  in  part, 
that  tend  towards  manual  training,  which  we  hope  will  be  introduced 
in  the  near  future.  The  Board  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate 
and  report.  In  a  former  report  to  the  Board,  we  suggested  that 
medical  inspection  be  incorporated  in  the  school  system,  and  at 
this  writing,  I  am  pleased  to  state,  that  the  same  has  been  favorably 
received  and  adopted  for  the  coming  year. 

The  opening  of  the  Garfield  Building  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
city  in  September,  was  a  great  relief  and  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  properly  accomodate  the  pupils  of  that  section.  The  building  it- 
self is  a  beautiful  structure  and  conveniently  arranged  for  school 
purposes. 

A  similar  building  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city  will  be  opened 
the  coming  September,  and  will  conviently  house  the  school  popula- 
tion of  that  section.  The  western  part  needs  attention,  and  steps 
have  been  taken  whereby  that  portion  of  the  city  will  be  served  in 
the  near  future.  The  Board  secured  a  lot  for  the  erection  of  a  High 
School  building,  which  is  greatly  needed  to  accomodate  the  High 
School  population  properly;  so  in  all  probability  a  beginning  will 
be  made  to  erect  a  new  building  during  the  coming  year. 

The  Teachers*  Institute,  during  the  past  year,  was  held  on  separate 
days  throughout  the  term  and  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory.  We 
hope  to  pursue  the  same  course  during  the  coining  year. 

In  conclusion  1  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  courtesies  ex- 
tended. 


ALTOONA— H.  H.  Baish. 


Altoona  is  an  industrial  city.  The  Pennsylvania  Kailroad  shops 
give  employment  to  a  large  majority  of  the  boys  who  graduate  from 
our  public  schools.  For  this  reason  the  subject  of  industrial  edu- 
cation is  a  vital  one  in  Altoona.  During  the  past  year  unusual  in- 
terest has  been  manifested  in  this  phase  of  our  school  work.  In 
order  to  afford  the  public  an  opportunity  to  see  just  what  our  schools 
were  doing  along  this  line  an  exhibition  of  the  work  being  done  was 
given  on  Friday  evening,  January  21.  Classes  were  at  work  in 
each  shop,  under  the  direction  of  the  teacher,  and  the  shops  were  kept 
open  from  7.30  to  9.30.  Although  it  was  a  rainy  evening  more  than 
five  thousand  persons  visited  the  high  school  building  and  carefully 
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inspected  the  various  shops.  Considerable  new  equipment  was  added 
to  our  Manual  Training  Department  during  the  year  and  the  results 
show  commendable  progress. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  our  School  Board  the  members  voted  un- 
animously to  establish  a  Domestic  Science  Course  in  our  High  School 
next  term.  A  teacher  has  been  elected  and  equipment  is  being  pur- 
chased to  accommodate  a  class  of  twenty-four  at  one  time.  Instruc- 
tion will  be  given  in  plain  cooking  as  well  as  in  the  chemistry  of  foods 
and  food  values.  Ever  since  the  erection  of  our  new  High  School 
building  the  local  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  has  been 
serving  lunch  to  our  students  at  noon.  Next  term  the  lunch  will  be 
prepared  and  served  under  the  direction  of  the  Domestic  Science 
Department. 

A  night  high  school  was  open  during  four  months  of  the  year  and 
classes  were  organized  in  English,  Algebra  and  Mechanical  Drawing. 
About  ninety  young  men,  principally  apprentices  in  the  railroad 
shops,  attended  these  classes.  The  teaching  was  done  by  the  regular 
high  school  teachers  and  high  school  credit  was  given  for  all  work 
completed. 

One  of  the  helpful  features  of  our  school  work  in  Altoona  last 
year  was  the  series  of  eight  patrons'  meetings  that  were  held  during 
the  term  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  The  programs  at  these  meet- 
ings consisted  of  an  exhibit  of  the  work  of  the  children  and  addresses 
by  school  officials  and  prominent  patrons.  A  reception  followed, 
and  in  several  cases  refreshments  were  served.  Teachers  and  patrons 
were  thus  given  an  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  each  other, 
and  a  better  understanding  was  created.  At  every  meeting  the  at- 
tendance was  large  and  many  were  unable  to  gain  admittance. 

Our  School  Board  has  authorized  the  opening  of  several  of  the 
school  grounds  for  public  playgrounds  during  vacation.  Equipment 
has  been  furnished  and  play  supervisors  provided  by  the  East  Side 
Sunshine  Society. 

During  the  year  considerable  interest  was  aroused  in  our  schools 
m  civic  improvement,  and  civic  clubs  were  organized  in  each  building 
under  the  direction  of  the  Civic  Department  of  the  Altoona  Sunshine 
Society.  Much  good  work  was  done  in  helping  to  create  higher 
ideals  of  civic  duty  among  our  pupils. 

The  contract  has  been  let  and  work  has  started  on  a  new  twelve 
room  building  in  the  tenth  ward.  This  building,  when  completed, 
will  cost  about  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  and  will  be  one  of  the 
most  modern  and  best  equipped  grade  school  buildings  in  the  State. 
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ARCH  BALD— W.  A.  Kell.v. 


The  school  year  of  1909-1910  marks  the  greatest  growth  in  the  his- 
tory of  Archbald  Schools.  The  compulsory  education  law  was 
rigidly  enforced  thereby  increasing  the  enrollment  over  300.  Consid- 
erable difficulty  was  experienced  in  making  room  for  these  pupils. 
Two  teachers  were  added  to  the  force  in  October.  In  the  Ridge  dis- 
trict, the  Board  has  accepted  plans  for  a  four-room  building,  which 
will  be  occupied  by  November  1st.  Shortly  after  the  close  of  the 
school  term,  a  two-room  building  in  the  lower  Ridge  district  was  to- 
tally destroyed  by  fire.  A  reward  of  §500  has  been  offered  for  the  ar- 
rest and  conviction  of  those  who  maliciously  burned  the  building. 
Insurance  almost  covered  the  loss.  A  new  building  is  being  erected 
on  the  same  site.  The  High  School  did  very  commendable  work, 
graduating  16,  tbe  largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  High  School. 
The  evening  schools  were  well  attended,  being  in  charge  of  six  teach- 
ers. The  district  sustained  a  great  loss  by  the  death  of  Thomas  J. 
Kielty,  who  served  the  district  as  School  Director  for  sixteen  consecu- 
tive years.  Richard  Kielty,  a  brother  of  the  deceased,  was  elected 
to  serve  out  his  term. 


ASHLAND— William  C.  Estler. 


We  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  close  of  another  very  successful 
school  year. 

At  the  last  spring  election,  all  the  old  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  whose  terms  expired  in  June,  were  re-elected,  except  C.  E. 
Walter,  who  died  in  the  month  of  November. 

After  the  election  of  teachers  last  June,  one  of  the  successful  can- 
didates married.  While  it  disarranged  matters  some,  and  required 
extra  work  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to  fill  the  vacancy,  yet,  this 
young  lady  did  only  that  which  each  marriageable  woman  should  do 
— get  a  husband.  Such  ceremonies  take  place  sometimes  when  condi- 
tions do  not  quite  suit  those  who  manage  schools,  but  Cupid  reigned 
before  school  directors  and  school  superintendents. 

When  schools  opened  last  September,  the  new  High  School  audi- 
torium was  ready  for  occupancy,  with  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred 
and  fourteen,  the  largest  in  the  schools  history.  The  pupils  were 
not  only  delighted,  but  showed  their  appreciation  by  their  good  con- 
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duct  during  the  entire  school  term.  We  feel  convinced  that  cheerful 
surroundings  aid  in  disciplining  young  people  of  High  School  age, 
and,  that  the  means  required  to  make  the  much  needed  improvements 
to  the  high  school  building  was  a  wise  expenditure  of  the  peoples 
money. 

By  reason  of  the  destruction  of  the  Opera  House,  by  fire  last  Janu- 
ary, the  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the 
High  School.  There  were  twenty-six  graduates,  nine  boys  and  seven- 
teen girls. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  our  Board  of  Directors  for  their 
progressive  spirit  that  has  contributed  so  much  to  the  welfare  of  our 
schools. 


BANGOR.— J.  W.  Graver. 


Our  schools  closed  another  term  of  nine  months  on  Friday,  May  27, 
The  work  done  and  results  achieved  were  very  satisfactory  to  the 
Board  and  patrons  of  the  schools  in  general.  The  teachers  have  been 
faithful,  the  pupils  have  been  regular  in  their  attendance,  and  the 
Board  has  been  generous  in  providing  the  materials  necessary  for 
successful  school  work. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  574  boys  and  576  girls,  or  a  total 
enrollment  of  1150  children,  an  increase  of  46  over  that  of  last  year's 
enrollment.  63  boys  and  74  girls,  of  137  pupils  attended  the  High 
school,  of  which  number  127  remained  to  the  close  of  the  term.  53 
boys  and  girls  successfully  passed  the  examinations  in  the  Grammar 
grades  and  were  promoted  to  the  High  school. 

The  attendance  for  the  year  was  not  quite  so  good  as  last  year. 
This  was  due  to  the  prevalence  of  contagious  children's  diseases. 
Diphtheria  continued  throughout  the  whole  year,  most  of  the  cases, 
however,  being  of  a  mild  type,  and  only  a  few  deaths.  Whooping 
cough  was  prevalent  in  all  the  primary  rooms  and  was  very  annoying. 
Measles  gave  us  much  trouble  during  the  spring  months.  Our  aver- 
age daily  attendance  was  966.     The  percentage  of  attendance  was  94. 

On  account  of  better  salaries  offered  elsewhere,  two  of  our  High 
school  teachers  resigned  and  accepted  other  positions.  One  of  the 
Grammar  teachers  also  resigned  for  the  same  reason,  about  the  middle 
of  the  term,  and  his  position  was  filled  by  the  substitute  teacher. 
28  teachers  were  employed,  only  one  of  whom  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience. We  hope  that  better  salaries  may  be  paid  that  we  may  be 
able  to  retain  our  efficient  teachers. 
11—6—1910 
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In  addition  to  our  regular  teachers'  meetings,  which  we  held  twice 
each  mouth,  with  additional  grade  meetings,  we  were  able  to  secure 
the  services  of  Prof.  Earl  Barnes,  who  gave  us  a  series  of  six  lectures, 
taking  for  his  subject,  ''The  Development  of  the  Moral  Nature."' 
These  lectures  were  well  received  and  were  very  helpful  to  the  teach- 
ers as  well  as  the  parents  who  were  present.  With  the  proceeds  of 
these  lectures  we  bought  books  to  increase  our  school  library. 

We  experienced  but  very  little  trouble  with  the  Vaccination, 
Child  Labor,  and  Compulsory  Attendance  Laws.  These  laws  have 
been  pretty  thoroughly  enforced  by  our  Board.  The  issuing  of  labor 
certificates  has  added  materially  to  the  duties  of  the  superintendent, 
05  certificates  having  been  issued  since  January  1.  These  were  issued 
mostly  to  children  in  the  Intermediate  and  Grammar  grades,  not  a 
single  pupil  leaving  the  High  School  for  this  purpose.  Of  this  fact 
we  are  justly  proud. 

Tbis  year,  we  observed  Lincoln's  birthday  with  appropriate  exercises 
in  all  the  different  rooms.  Delegations  from  the  patriotic  orders  of 
the  borough  were  present  and  took  part  in  the  exercises  in  the 
High  school.  Addresses  were  made  by  members  of  the  different  or- 
ders. We  also  observed  spring  Arbor  day  in  a  most  commendable 
way.  After  short  exer<  ises  in  the  different  rooms,  all  the  pupils  of 
the  borough  assembled  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  High  school 
building,  where  general  exercises  were  held.  Members  of  the  Board 
wore  present  and  assisted  (ho  boys  and  girls  in  planting  trees,  thereby 
setting  a  good  example  to  the  rising  generation. 


BEAVER  FALLS— Andrew  Lester. 


Possibly  our  reArerenee  for  the  past  has  overwhelmed  us  and  blind- 
ed us  as  to  present  possibilities.  Every  generation  has  its  seers, 
but  most  of  us,  if  not  all,  are  inclined  to  be  skeptical  of  a  present  new 
thing,  and,  because  the  old  thing  has  been  tried  and  proved  to  be 
salutary  in  its  time,  we  take  the  safe  side  and  pride  ourselves  that 
we  are  conservative.  We  need  to  distinguish  between  conservatism 
and  oldfogj'ism. 

Let  us  hasten  to  say  that  the  problem  of  intellectual  training  for 
those  who  really  want  to  learn  has  been  solved  for  many  centuries, 
but  the  problem  of  educating  a  child  under  modern  conditions  to  be 
a  man  or  woman  of  worth  has  not  yet  been  solved.  A  child  who 
really  wants  to  learn  will  learn  in  spite  of  a  poor  system  and  a  poor 
instructor,  but  who  knows  what  to  say  when  asked  what  to  do  with 
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the  indifferents,  the  failures,  the  incorrigible^,  and  who  knows  how  to 
educate  a  child  aside  from  the  mere  intellectual  training  derived 
from  books?  Usually  when  we  talk  of  education,  we  mean  book 
learning.  What  does  education  mean?  It  means  nearly  everything 
else  except  book  learning.  What  have  we  to  say  about  the  child's 
bodily  development,  about  his  respect  for  authority,  respect  for  par- 
ents, for  the  old,  about  his  manners  in  school,  on  the  street,  at 
table,  in  public  meetings,  about  habits  of  hygiene,  such  as  care  of  the 
teeth,  finger  nails,  cleanliness  of  the  body,  about  attitude  toward 
work,  desire  to  be  of  service  to  his  fellows,  disposition  to  look  for 
good  and  not  for  evil,  to  see  the  bright  side  of  life,  to  love. nature? 
Are  all  these  not  the  things  that  really  make  for  character  and  man- 
hood? 

What  shall  we  say  then  as  to  the  means  of  accomplishing  a 
well-balanced  education  among  our  children?  Have  we  ever  sat 
down  to  seriously  consider  what  failure  means  to  a  child?  Many  of 
us  know  the  meaning  of  financial  failure,  of  failure  in  business  com- 
petition. We  know  the  blighting  effect  of  such  failure.  A  child  is 
affected  by  smaller  things,  but  not  less  affected.  Is  it  not  likely  that 
failure  to  pass  a  grade  in  school  work  means  as  much  to  the  child 
of  ten  years  as  failure  in  business  means  to  the  man  of  experience? 
Let  us  see  what  comes  of  the  children  who  fail  to  pass  the  grade, 
fn  arriving  at  our  conclusion,  let  us  first  remember  that  two-thirds 
of  the  children  in  our  own  schools  have  failed  to  pass  the  grade 
at  some  point  in  the  school  course.  Let  us  also  remember  that,  of 
the  children  who  enter  grade  one,  not  one-third  complete  the  com- 
mon school  course.  This  means  practically  that  those  who  fail 
of  promotion  at  some  point  in  the  course  drop  out  of  school  before 
The  course  is  completed.  Shall  we  conclude  then  that  two-thirds 
of  all  our  children  are  dull?  Such  a  conclusion  would  not  be  war- 
ranted. The  number  of  really  dull  pupils  is  not  great.  If  we  look 
into  causes,  we  shall  probably  discover  that  most  children  who  are 
classed  as  dull  have  some  physical  ailment  such  as  partial  deafness, 
adenoids,  enlarged  tonsils,  astigmatism,  or  suffer  from  the  dregs  of 
s;ome  such  disease  as  measles,  scarlet  fever,  or  diphtheria. 

Wherein  is  the  school  to  blame  for  discouraged  and  retarded  pupils? 
We  might  say  truly  that  the  school  authorities  have  an  honest  pur- 
pose, but  a  purpose  too  long-sighted.  We  expect  a  boy  to  desire  an 
education  because,  we  say,  he  will  need  it  when  he  becomes  a  man. 
Is  it  any  wonder  the  boy  is  not  interested?  Ten  or  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  is  too  far  away  for  a  boy.  The  school  is  at  fault  because  it 
offers  no  ultimate  aim  that  will  appeal  to  the  child. 

The  proposed  new  high  school  for  Beaver  Falls  provides  two  large 
rooms  and  a  storage  room  in  the  basement  for  manual  training.  The 
people  of  Beaver  Falls  ought  to  vote  money  for  the  equipment  of  these 


164  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

rooms  immediately.  Much  as  we  need  a  new  high  school  building, 
we  are  not  more  in  need  of  that  than  we  are  of  a  manual  training 
department.  There  are  not  funds  available  to  equip  this  department, 
but  we  trust  the  demand  for  it  will  be  so  strong  that  funds  will  be 
forthcoming.  Possibly  of  no  less  importance  to  our  work  is  domestic 
science  for  girls.  With  these  departments  and  with  two  special 
rooms  for  abnormal  pupils,  our  course  of  study  could  be  so  modified 
that  pupils  might  see  a  real  present  value  in  education.  For  ex- 
ample, a  boy  might,  in  connection  with  his  study  of  arithmetic,  plan, 
draw,  and  make  a  piece  of  furniture.  Many  problems  of  arithmetic 
regarding  cost  of  material,  cost  of  transportation,  and  measure- 
ments should  be  solved  in  connection  with  the  work.  The  practical 
application  of  book  learning  is  thus  seen  by  the  pupil.  Not  only  so, 
but  the  piece  of  work  will  be  finished  in  a  month  or  six  months  or 
a  year,  depending  upon  the  amount  of  work  required.  The  ultimate 
aim  is  not  far  distant  and  the  pupil's  interest  is  more  easily  sus- 
tained. All  pupils  above  grade  four  or  grade  five  should  be  given 
this  work. 

The  perfectly  graded  school  where  all  pupils  are  given  the  same 
mental  pabulum  is  not  a  success  and  will  be  pronounced  a  failure 
before  many  years.  But  the  perfectly  graded  school  with  manual 
training  and  an  ungraded  school  for  every  fifteen  or  twenty  regular 
rooms  seems  as  near  the  solution  as  possible,  at  present. 

During  the  last  week  of  April,  a  series  of  Patrons'  Days  were 
held  in  the  schools.  All  the  parents  were  invited  to  visit  the  rooms 
in  which  their  own  children  were  attending  school.  During  the 
afternoon  a  short  program  of  oral  work  was  carried  out.  The  writ- 
ten work  of  the  pupils  was  displayed  on  the  pupils'  desks  and  on  the 
walls  of  the  room.  The  parents  thus  had  an  opportunity  to  listen  to 
the  oral  work  and  examine  the  written  work.  The  results  were 
very  gratifying.     Upwards  of  five  hundred  parents  visited  the  schools. 

I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  courtesies  at  the  hands  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  his  assistants.  The 
year  just  passed  lias  been  one  of  much  pleasure  and,  I  think,  of  con- 
siderable success. 


BETHLEHEM— F.  W.  Bobbins. 


In  general  the  results  during  the  year  have  been  fair,  with  but  few 
striking  features.  The  enrollment  has  been  the  largest  in  the  history 
of  the  schools.  Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles,  mumps,  and 
chicken  pox,  the  attendance  has  been  irregular,  and  the  percentage 
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low.  The  present  method  of  quarantining  the  above  diseases  is  a 
hardship  on  children  attending  school,  but  is  in  no  sense  an  isola- 
tion of  patients  or  families  infected.  The  high  school  course  has 
been  modified  and  strengthened.  A  move  to  remodel  and  enlarge  the 
present  high  school  building  was  abandoned  by  the  school  board 
on  account  of  the  large  expense  as  shown  by  the  contractors'  bids 
submitted,  and  sentiment  is  crystallizing  in  favor  of  a  new  high 
school  building. 

The  change  in  law  placing  the  granting  of  employment  certificates 
to  minors  in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent  is  an  improvement. 
Out  of  ninety  applicants  seventy-three  certificates  were  granted, 
and  seventeen  refused.  Ten  of  these  were  under  the  legal  age,  or 
could  not  furnish  legal  evidence  of  age,  and  seven  were  unable  to 
read  and  write  intelligently.  Of  those  rejected  five  had  received 
certificates  under  the  old  law,  and  had  been  at  work,  in  some  in- 
stances for  more  than  a  year.  Practically  all  children  refused  cer- 
tificates have  been  attending  school  regularly.  A  few  parents  tried 
various  means  of  evading  the  law,  such  as  changing  the  date  on  the 
birth  certificate,  proving  that  the  date  of  birth  in  the  family  Bible 
was  wrong,  and  presenting  the  credentials  of  an  older  child  in  order 
to  obtain  a  certificate  for  a  younger,  trusting  that  the  superintendent 
would  not  notice  the  difference  in  the  first  names  of  the  two. 
•  Late  in  the  term  a  beginning  was  made  in  medical  inspection. 
All  children  in  the  seventh  grade,  157  in  number,  were  examined 
as  to  sight,  hearing,  mouth  and  teeth,  heart  action,  nutrition,  and 
condition  of  the  blood  and  nerves.  The  examination  was  conducted 
by  Dr.  Chase,  a  local  physician,  and  Dr.  Hughes,  professor  of 
psychology  and  education,  Lehigh  University.  Fifteen  per  cent, 
were  found  to  have  adenoids,  41  per  cent,  defective  vision,  24  per  cent, 
poor  teeth,  29  per  cent,  showed  lack  of  nutrition,  23  per  cent,  suffered 
from  nervousness,  and  8  per  cent,  were  deaf  in  one  or  both  ears. 
The  chief  aims  were  to  call  attention  of  the  patrons  to  these  defects, 
to  awaken  the  community  to  their  existence,  and  to  urge  the  cor- 
rection of  serious  defects  whenever  possible.  There  was  no  adverse 
criticism,  and  the  work  will  be  taken  up  and  completed  at  the  opening 
of  the  next  term  of  school.  Each  teacher  is  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  children  examined  in  her  room,  that  she  may  confer 
with  the  parent  in  all  cases  where  any  serious  defects  are  reported. 
A  careful  analysis  of  the  report  shows  no  relation  between  defects 
in  sight,  hearing,  or  adenoid  growths,  and  retarded  pupils.  Some 
of  the  brightest  and  youngest  children  in  the  different  rooms  were 
deaf,  short  sighted,  or  had  serious  gland  or  throat  affection  or  some 
sort. 

For  the  past  eleven  years  we  have  been  keeping  records  showing 
the  history  of  all  children  entering  our  schools.     An  attempt  was 
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made  this  year  to  find  out  what  had  become  of  the  class  of  180  chil- 
dren who  entered  the  first  grade  in  1899,  eleven  years  ago, — as  far 
as  our  schools  are  concerned.  Ninety  have  moved  out  of  town, 
sixty-two  left  school  to  go  to  work,  eight  have  died,  five  have  left  to 
attend  other  schools,  two  graduated  last  year,  three  graduated  this 
^ear,  and  ten  are  still  in  school,  of  which  two  are  in  the  D  class  of 
the  high  school  two  in  the  C  class,  and  six  in  the  B  class.  One 
surprising  fact  was  that  50  per  cent,  of  the  class  had  moved  out 
of  the  district  during  its  school  life.  The  report  also  shows  that  the 
'•lock  step'"  is  a  myth  as  far  as  this  class  is  concerned,  and  also  that 
retardation  all  through  the  grades  is  due  more  to  irregular  attendance 
than  to  all  other  causes  combined. 


BRADDOCK— Grant  Norris. 


Enrollment  during  the  year,  males  1184;  females  1165;  Total  2349. 
Average  attendance,  males  878;  females  803;  total  1741. 

Dnring  the  first  half  of  the  school  year  we  were  seriously  threatened 
with  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever.  During  the  summer  it  was 
found  necessary  to  close  the  Play  Ground  Schools  on  account  of 
it,  as  it  seemed  that  the  play  ground  school  did  not  have  the  means, 
or  information  necessary,  to  inforce  strict  quarantines  to  prohibit 
the  spread  of  the  disease.  We  had  during  the  year  181  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  49  of  diphtheria.  35  of  measles,  and  a  small  number  of 
other  current  troubles.  At  present  the  books  are  free  from  records  of 
quarantines. 

At  the  close  of  this  year  fifty-seven  (57)  pupils  passed  from  the 
elementary  schools  to  the  high  school.  This  seems  to  be  a  very 
small  number  when  our  school  population  is  considered.  In  this 
busy  community  where  there  are  so  many  opportunities  "to  go  to 
work'"  the  shrinkage  in  school  begins  in  the  sixth  grade,  and  each 
year  thereafter  the  class  becomes  smaller.  About  25  per  cent,  of 
the  pupils  who  enter  high  school  finish  the  four  year  course.  About 
seventy-five  (75 1  per  cent,  of  those  who  qualify  for  high  school 
enter.  This  year  one  of  the  largest  classes  was  graduated,  nineteen 
in  number.     Next  year  there  will  be  about  twenty-two. 

We  have  about  (1,000)  one  thousand,  pupils  in  the  parochial  schools 
in  Braddock. 

During  the  year  the  Braddock  Medical  Association  furnished  one 
free  medical  inspection  of  the  schools.  17S7  pupils  were  examined, 
out  of  which  number  1136  were  found  to  have  defects  to  the  extent 
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of  1715.  21G  were  of  the  eye,  401  of  the  tonsils,  688  of  the  teeth,  and 
219  of  the  nose.  This  inspection  took  place  during  the  month  of  April. 
At  the  close  of  school  we  knew  of  253  children  who  had  been  treated 
on  account  of  the  inspection. 

On  account  of  financial  depression  Manual  Training  and  Domes- 
tic Science  were  discontinued  for  the  year.  By  resolution  of  the 
board  these  departments  will  start  up  again  next  year. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  Braddock  is  conducting  two  Play  Ground 
Schools  this  summer.  Tt  raised  money  by  a  small  appropriation 
from  the  school  board  and  by  selling  Play-Ground  Buttons.  The 
School  children  of  Braddock  and  North  Braddock  sold  10,000  but- 
tons at  five  cents  each.  On  account  of  many  buttons  being  sold 
twice  over  §500.00  were  cleared  from  the  sale  of  these  buttons. 

|200.00  were  spent  on  first  class  pictures  during  the  year,  making 
our  collection  number  75  first  class  pictures  in  the  schools  at  a  cost 
of  about  §1500.00.  We  are  proud  of  our  pictures  and  statuary. 
The  money  is  made  by  High  School  Literary  Societies,  Class  Night, 
and   the  annual  picnic. 

We  had  in  our  lecture  course  during  the  year  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess, 
President  of  Antioch  College,  and  Dr.  George  E.  Vincent,  of  Chicago 
University.  The  course  was  largely  patronized  by  neighboring  teach- 
ers and  by  the  Braddock  people. 

Since  January  1st  one  hundred  fifty-four  (154)  employment  cer- 
tificates have  been  issued.  The  law  seems  to  be  very  satisfactory 
in  every  detail  and  the  schools  are  beginning  to  appreciate  its  value. 
Doubtless,  in  time,  it  will  be  made  even  more  perfect. 


BKADFOKD— E.  E.  Schermerhorn. 


We  believe  that  the  schools  of  our  city  have  made  commendable 
progress  during  the  past  year.  Our  teachers  are  earnest  and  faith- 
ful in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  with  but  few  exceptions 
have  been  successful  in  the  school  room.  Persistent  effort  has  been 
directed  toward  better  results  in  language,  spelling  and  penmanship, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  improvement  is  very  noticeable.  The 
teacher's  class  in  penmanship,  organized  last  year,  was  continued 
through  a  part  of  the  present  year  (1909-10)  and  as  a  result,  the 
training  received  by  our  pupils  has  been  of  a  superior  nature.  The 
people  at  large,  especially  the  business  people,  have  taken  much 
interest  in  our  change  of  system  in  penmanship,  and  one  of  the  most 
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public  spirited  citizens  offered  a  silver  medal  in  each  grade  to  the 
pupil  showing  the  greatest  degree  of  improvement  during  the  year. 
These  medals  were  presented  to  the  winners  on  the  evening  of  the 
eighth  grade  commencement. 

Attendance  during  the  year  has  been  less  affected  by  contagious 
diseases,  and  we  are  fain  to  believe  that  this  is  a  result  of  the  in- 
stallation of  sanitary  drinking  fountains,  the  use  of  disinfectants, 
better  veniilation,  and  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  rules  of  the  local 
board  of  health.  A  committee  on  sanitation  appointed  during  the 
year  by  the  president  of  the  board  will,  I  predict,  render  valuable 
assistance  along  this  line. 

Visitors  day  was  observed  in  the  different  ward  buildings  on  the 
afternoon  of  May  6th,  and  nearly  1400  persons  registered  their  names 
and  looked  over  the  exhibits  of  drawing  and  written  work.  The 
display  was  really  one  of  the  best  that  we  have  had  in  years,  and 
those  who  attended  seemed  to  appreciate  the  work  of  both  teachers 
and  pupils. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  school  board,  recognizing  the  increased 
cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  raised  salaries  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
$4,000  per  year.  This  has  assisted  very  materially  toward  making 
it  possible  for  us  to  retain  our  present  teaching  force  almost  intact 
for  the  coming  year. 

Our  school  closed  on  June  1st,  1910.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  pupils  were  inaduated  from  the  grammar  department,  and  sixty- 
nine  young  men  and  women  received  diplomas  from  the  high  school. 
The  various  commencement  exercises  were  of  an  exceptionally  high 
order,  and  were  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  large  audiences. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  many 
courtesies  extended  to  me  during  the  year. 


BRISTOL— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  year  1909-1910  gave  to  the  schools  of  Bristol  Borough  the 
largest  enrollment  they  have  ever  had.  Preparation  had  been  made 
for  this  in  a  new  fine  eight-room  building  in  the  most  crowded 
section  of  the  town.  This  building  is  beautiful  in  itself,  but  is  also 
thoroughly  up-to-date  in  every  particular.  Its  auditorium  with  a 
seating  capacity  for  four  hundred  is  on  the  ground  floor.  This  room 
has  added  greatly  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  children  in  the  morning 
exercises,  and  also  enabled  them  to  have  entertainments  of  various 
kinds,    thus   bringing  friends    and    parents   together   in    the  school, 
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thereby  increasing  the  intelligent  interest  in  the  work  of  the  schools. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  study  of  music  in  all  the 
grades,  and  very  good  results  have  been  obtained,  teachers  and  pupils 
entering  heartily  into  the  subject  as  presented  and  outlined  by  the 
supervisor.  This  is  the  first  year  there  has  been  a  supervisor  of 
music  in  the  schools  and  the  progress  is  very  gratifying.  Efforts 
have  been  made  to  strengthen  the  work  in  all  subjects. 

The  Compulsory  School  Law  has  been  enforced  as  far  as  possible 
and  the  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  is  89.8.  The  new 
Factory  Law  compelled  some  of  the  children,  generally  foreigners, 
To  leave  the  mills  until  they  could  learn  to  read  and  write  in  English. 
These  children  were  placed  in  the  regular  schools  but  received  special 
attention.  Many  of  these  children  had  been  to  school  in  their  own 
country  but  were  unable  to  speak  or  read  English.  The  law  is  now 
generally  understood  and  there  is  little  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
children  in  school  till  they  are  of  proper  age. 

The  greatest  step  forward  that  has  been  taken  in  several  years 
was  the  introduction  of  the  Commercial  course  into  the  High  School, 
making  elective  the  subjects  of  Stenography  and  Typewriting.  This 
gave  to  the  pupils  the  opportunity  which  so  many  of  them  desired 
to  prepare  themselves  for  business,  and  the  majority  of  them  elected 
the  Commercial  Course. 

The  school  library  received  a  large  number  of  books  purchased 
with  money  voted  for  that  purpose  by  the  school  board.  These 
books  included  references,  books  of  history,  travel  and  nature  study; 
also  books  of  fiction,  good  and  wholesome  for  the  children  of  different 
ages.  A  strong  effort  is  being  made  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  to 
interest  the  children  in  good  reading,  and  for  that  purpose  books  are 
kept  in  the  grade  rooms  and  spare  time  may  be  wisely  used  on  these 
books. 

The  teachers  throughout  all  the  grades  are  enthusiastic  and  earnest 
in  all  they  do,  willing  to  co-operate  in  all  measures  that  make  for 
progress,  consequently  the  children  are  eager  and  interested  too. 
All  this  produces  a  pleasant  cordial  atmosphere  about  all  school 
matters. 


BUTLER— John  A.  Gibson. 


The  school  year  1909-1910  has  been  one  of  substantial  growth  and 
progressive  efficiency  in  the  local  schools.  There  has  been  no  marked 
change  in  the  general  policy  or  administration  of  the  schools  nor 
other  special  features  worthy  of  any  extended  consideration  in  this 
report. 
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Courses  in  Manual  Training  have  been  mapped  out  for  the  school 
year  1910-1911.  It  is  planned  to  provide  work  in  sewing  for  the 
girls  of  the  Grammar  and  High  School  grades  and  Mechanical 
Drawing  and  shop  work  for  the  boys  of  the  corresponding  grades. 
We  anticipate  to  add  cooking  as  soon  as  provision  can  be  made  for  it. 

The  growth  of  the  community  has  made  necessary  the  increase  of 
school  rooms.  Ground  has  been  secured  and  plans  and  specifications 
prepared  for  a  new  twelve-room  school  building  which  will  be  erected 
during  the  course  of  the  coming  year. 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  record  in  these  reports  an  appreciation 
of  the  loyal  public  sentiment  which  renders  our  school  work  both 
pleasurable  and  efficient. 


CARBONDALE— Thomas  L.  Gilmartin. 


On  June  the  24th,  the  Carbondale  City  schools  closed  a  very  suc- 
cessful year's  work.  Thirty-three  students — sixteen  boys  and  seven- 
teen girls  were  graduated  from  our  high  school.  At  the  commence- 
ment exercises,  the  principal  address  was  delivered  by  Ronald  P. 
Gleason,  of  the  Scranlon  Technical  School. 

During  the  year,  the  High  School  orchestra  which  had  fallen  into 
innocuous  desuetude  was  re-organized  under  the  efficient  leadership  of 
Miss  Mabel  Lowery.  The  orchestra  helped  materially  to  make 
our  school  entertainments  a  success. 

The  question  of  overcrowded  school  rooms  has  been  solved  for 
a  time,  at  least  by  the  erection  of  a  new  six-room  building.  This 
building  which  is  by  far  the  best  appointed  in  the  city  for  school 
purposes,  is  situated  about  midway  between  Nos.  6  and  7,  where 
the  congestion  existed. 

Drawing  is  taught  in  the  nine  grades  below  the  high  school  and 
music  in  all  the  grades,  the  high  school  included.  While  we  have 
a  supervisor  of  music,  still  the  teaching  of  the  subject,  below  the 
high  school,  is  done  by  the  grade  teachers. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  the  fact  that  the  personnel  of  our 
teaching  force  has  remained  the  same  as  last  year,  with  one  excep- 
tion. While  this  may  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  (hose  seeking  a 
position ;  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  those  that  are  held  responsible  for  the 
success  or  failure  of  our  schools. 

Careful  attention  has  been  given  to  the  compulsory  education 
law.  We  have  an  attendance  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  insist  upon 
the  enforcement  of  the   law.     The  names  of  absentees  are  reported 
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to  the  superintendent's  office  every  Friday  evening  on  slips  prepared 
for  the  purpose.  These  slips  are,  in  turn,  handed  to  the  attendance 
officer  who  immediately  looks  up  the  delinquent". 

The  13th  annual  city  institute,  conceded  by  the  teachers  to 
be  the  most  practical  and  helpful  in  the  history  of  these 
events,  was  held  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  high  school,  August 
30th  to  September  3d.  The  attendance  other  than  teachers  was 
miserably  poor.  Although  given  a  fine  evening  lecture  gratis,  but 
few  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  Attending  sessions  of  the 
teachers'  institute  evidently  does  not  appeal  to  our  people. 

In  connection  with  our  high  school,  one  room  was  fitted  with 
new  furniture  and  another  room  opened  to  relieve  the  crowded  con- 
dition. This  latter  room  was  also  furnished  with  new  furniture. 
About  one  thousand  dollars  were  expended  on  the  purchase  of  ap- 
paratus for  the  department  of  physics  and  chemistry. 


CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


Our  schools  closed  a  successful  term  June  20.  During  the  year 
we  had  enolled  1713  pupils  as  follows:  1st  grade,  258;  2d  grade, 
203;  3d  grade,  218;  4th  grade,  192;  5th  grade,  189;  6th  grade,  149; 
7th  grade,  150 ;  8th  grade,  103 ;  high  schools,  251 ;.  Of  the  high  school 
enrollment,  119  were  boys  and  132  were  girls. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  35,  many  of  whom  expect  to  at- 
tend College  next  year.  During  the  past  seven  years,  58  per  cent, 
of  our  graduates  have  continued  their  studies  in  higher  institutions. 

The  Alumni  Association  has  done  much  during  the  past  few  years 
in  stimulating  interest  in  the  high  school.  A  re-union  is  held  each 
year  as  one  of  the  features  of  the  Commencement  Exercises.  The 
officers  of  the  Association  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  make 
each  meeting  more  successful  than  the  preceding  one. 

There  were  few  changes  in  our  corps  of  teachers.  Being  familiar 
with  their  work,  they  were  able  to  devote  some  time  in  getting 
acquainted  with  the  home  life  of  their  pupils.  With  few  exceptions, 
every  teacher  visited  all  of  her  pupil's  homes  at  least  once  during  the 
the  year.  As  a  result  more  patrons  visited  the  school  and  a  stronger 
co-operative  spirit  resulted.  During  the  year  4350  visits  were  made 
by  patrons.  A  very  pleasant  feature  of  the  year,  and  I  trust  a 
profitable  one,  was  an  afternoon  spent  in  the  woods.  Below  the 
high  school,  each  teacher  took  her  school  for  a  ramble  over  the  fields 
or  through  the  woods.  Information  gained  in  this  outing  formed 
The  basis  of  subsequent  nature  study  and  language  lessons. 
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One  additional  Grammar  School  was  opened  during  the  year. 
The  most  serious  problem  confronting  us  is  suitable  accommoda- 
tion for  the  rapid  increase  of  pupils  in  the  upper  grades. 

More  science  has  been  added  to  our  high  school  course,  and  a 
wider  range  of  electives  offered  to  students  preparing  for  future 
definite  courses.  The  election  of  courses  for  the  coming  year  shows 
a  reaction  in  favor  of  Greek,  a  subject  for  which  we  had  little  de- 
mand during  the  past  few  years. 

An  epidemic  of  mumps  greatly  affected  our  schools  during  the 
months  of  December  and  January.  This  together  with  the  usual 
amount  of  whooping  cough,  measles,  and  chicken-pox  made  our 
average  attendance  somewhat  lower  than  it  should  have  been.  But 
with  it  all  good  substantial  work  was  done.  The  teachers  seemed 
to  feel  that  absence  due  to  sickness  called  for  extraordinary  efforts 
on  their  part  and  in  most  cases  pupils  were  kept  up  to  grade. 

Up  to  July  1,  we  issued  112  Employment  Certificates.  The  extra 
work  in  issuing  these  certificates  is  more  than  repaid  in  being  able 
to  keep  track  of  pupils  dropping  out  of  school.  It  takes  less  time 
to  make  out  a  certificate  than  it  did  to  find  out  whether  a  pupil  who 
had  dropped  out  of  school  was  legally  employed.  Thus  far  we  have 
experienced  no  trouble  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  law. 


OHAMBERSBURG— Samuel  Gelwix. 


It  is  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  report  something  new.  It  is 
sometimes  prudent  to  suppress  certain  new  conditions,  while  others 
are  so  common  that  a  reiteration  fails  to  carry  any  conviction  as  to 
advancement.  We  have  done  our  best,  and  we  leave  the  public  to 
judge  if  a  reasonable  degree  of  success  has  followed  our  efforts. 

One  thing  new  we  report  with  pride.  Our  new  high  school  build- 
ing will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of  the  term  in  Sep- 
tember. We  have  long  felt  the  necessity  for  this  building,  and  now 
that  our  expectations  are  about  to  be  realized  we  are  very  glad  that 
the  matter  has  been  delayed,  as  the  building  is  much  superior  to  what 
it  would  have  been  had  it  been  built  years  ago.  It  need  only  be 
seen  to  justify  our  pride.  We  are  safe  in  saying  there  is  not  a 
school  building  in  the  Cumberland  Valley  that  equals  ours  in  beauty 
of  architecture,  completeness  of  arrangement,  solidity  in  structure 
and  attractiveness  of  surroundings.  The  main  study  hall  will  ac- 
commodate 304  single  sittings.  The  room  is  well  lighted  and  the 
heating  and  ventilation  are  strictly  modern.     There  are  eleven  reci- 
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tation  rooms,  all  being  supplied  with  first  class  furniture.  An 
auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  800  is  on  the  second 
floor.  A  large  gymnasium  in  the  basement  is  a  special  attraction 
to  the  3'oung  people.  In  addition  to  the  rooms  above  mentioned, 
provisions  have  been  made  for  an  office  for  the  superintendent,  a 
library,  and  special  rooms  for  the  accomodation  of  the  teachers. 
The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  building  are  as  nearly  perfect  as  it 
is  possible  to  make  them.  In  no  particular  has  the  house  been 
slighted. 

The  contract  price  was  $58,000,  to  which  must  be  added  |5,500, 
the  cost  of  the  ground.  Including  the  furnishing  the  entire  cost  will 
be  not  less  than  |G8,000. 

The  faculty  at  present  consists  of  six  teachers,  which  will  be  in- 
creased to  eight  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  session.  To  comply 
with  the  agreement  entered  into  with  the  Trustees  of  Chambersburg 
Academy,  the  curriculum  has  been  so  arranged  that  a  pupil  may  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  entrance  requirements  of  any  college  in  the 
state.  The  scientific  and  business  courses  have  been  made  as  com- 
plete as  possible. 

That  pupils  may  be  better  prepared  for  the  high  school  a  new 
grade  will  be  established  between  the  present  grammar  school  and 
the  high  school.  This  will  prove  of  great  benefit,  as  under  former 
conditions  too  many  were  advanced  to  the  high  school  before  they 
were  ready. 

The  Washington  Street  building,  that  has  long  accommodated  the 
high  school,  will  be  remodeled  during  the  summer,  and  schools  that 
were  heretofore  poorly  provided  for  will  have  more  commodious  quar- 
ters. A  new  building  will  be  erected  on  Reservoir  Hill  in  1he  near 
future,  the  grounds  having  been  purchased  recently. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  term  was  2047,  and  the  term  per- 
centage 92.  Contagious  diseases  were  not  so  prevalent  as  they  were 
a  year  ago. 

The  high  price  of  living  compelled  some  parents  to  take  their  boys 
form  school  that  they  might  assist  in  relieving  the  burdens  of  the 
home.  Such  unfortunate  conditions  are  to  be  deplored,  but  censure 
should  rest  lightly  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  have  large  families 
to  support  on  a  limited  income. 

The  promotions  in  the  grades  reached  673.  A  class  of  35  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school.  The  closing  exercises  were  held 
in  the  First  U,  B.  Church,  on  the  evening  of  May  27th.  The  large 
audience  room  seats  about  1200,  but  despite  the  accomodations  af- 
forded, every  available  seat  was  occupied.  The  address  to  the  gradu- 
ates was  delivered  by  Rev.  Charles  W.  Heathcote,  C.  A.  Suesserott, 
Esq.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  presenting  the  diplomas. 
The  music  for  the  occasion  was  furnished  by  the  chorus  of  fifty 
13 
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voices  selected  from  the  school,  and  by  the  high  school  orchestra. 
The  wisdom  of  introducing  music  into  our  schools  was  fully  dem- 
onstrated on  this  occasion,  the  young  people  acquitting  themselves 
very  creditably. 

Throughout  the  term,  one  Friday  afternoon  of  each  month  was  de- 
voted to  a  teachers'  institute.  The  time  was  given  to  the  study  of 
Pedagogy,  English,  and  the  discussion  of  some  general  topic  relating 
to  school  interests.  These  meetings  were  not  only  enjoyable,  but 
they  also  proved  helpful  to  teachers  directly  and  to  the  schools  in- 
cidentally. So  well  pleased  were  the  directors  with  the  results  that 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  continuance  of  the  meetings  next  term. 

Boasting  is  offensive,  therefore  we  refrain,  fully  conscious  that 
our  work  speaks  for  itself;  complaining  avails  naught,  hence  we 
accept  the  disagreeable  with  patience;  hope  encourages,  and  in  view 
of  this  we  look  forward  with  the  assurance  that  our  labors  will 
meet  with  some  degree  of  success.  Thanks  to  all  who  have  tendered 
the  helping  hand  in  the  cause  of  popular  education. 


CHAKLEPOI— James  G.  Pentz. 


It  is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  the  work  of  the  year  on  the  part 
of  the  principals  and  teachers  was  very  creditably  done.  We  have 
avoided  radical  changes  and  only  those  were  made  in  such  matters 
as  demanded  immediate  attention. 

It  has  been  our  aim  to  lay  stress  on  doing  each  day's  work  well. 
Whether  or  not  the  child  has  been  promoted  to  the  next  grade  is 
a  matter  of  secondary  concern  to  us.  His  fitness  for  the  next  grade 
has  been  our  main  object.  We  believe  that  the  child's  mental  and 
physical  development  is  assured  if  he  can  be  kept  in  regular  attend- 
ance at  school  and  to  do  each  day's  work  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner.  This  plan  has  enabled  us  to  profit  not  only  in  the  character 
of  work  done  but  also  to  place  the  examination  more  nearly  in  its 
proper  sphere  in  educational  work.  Our  efforts  along  these  lines 
have  born  fruit  which  to  say  the  least  is  gratifying.  The  per  cent. 
of  attendance  for  the  year  was  97,  and  our  records  show  that  90  per 
cent,  of  the  pupils  in  daily  attendance  completed  the  year's  work  and 
passed  the  final  examinations  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  were 
promoted  to  a  higher  grade. 

Our  preference  has  been  to  sacrifice  quantity  of  work  for  quality 
and  thoroughness.  The  everchanging  nature  of  our  cosmopolitan 
population  has  made  this  all  the  more  imperative.     Our  special  at- 
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tention  was  given  to  produce  the  best  possible  results  in  arithmetic, 
reading,  spelling,  writing  and  language,  in  order  to  give  those  chil- 
dren who  by  unavoidable  circumstances  are  compelled  to  go  to  work 
at  an  early  age,  as  good  a  foundation  as  possible  for  life's  duties. 

The  success  of  the  year's  work  and  the  growing  interest  in  public 
education  in  this  community  are  evidenced  by  the  gratifying  report 
of  the  enrollment  for  the  year,  which  reached  the  number  of  2015 
as  compared  with  1915  for  the  preceding  year,  and  by  the  number 
of  visits  made  to  the  schools  by  parents  and  friends  of  education, 
which  number  was  7695. 

From  the  standpoint  of  professional  progress  we  are  safe  in  saying 
that  much  was  accomplished.  Each  teacher  completed  the  study 
of  three  professional  books  as  well  as  carried  on  the  regular  reading 
and  study  of  several  professional  magazines.  Two  educational  meet- 
ings of  two  sessions  each  were  held  during  the  year,  the  participants 
being  the  teachers  of  the  Charleroi  school.  Only  such  views  and 
ideas  on  educational  matters  as  were  derived  from  the  teacher's 
actual  experience  in  the  class  room  were  permitted  in  the  papers  and 
talks  at  these  meetings. 

The  revised  course  of  study  in  the  high  school  met  with  the  full 
approval  and  hearty  cooperation  of  the  citizens  and  pupils.  This 
change  has  resulted  in  attracting  pupils  from  the  rural  districts, 
twenty-two  of  whom  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school  during  the  year. 
The  plans  for  a  future  four  year  high  school  course  are  being  per- 
fected. 

It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  year  was  characterized 
by  a  hearty  co-operation  and  congenial  attitude  among  all  officials 
and  teachers  of  the  schools.  Mutual  assistance  in  the  different 
avenues  of  educational  effort  is  bound  to  produce  good  results  and 
the  teachers  and  principals  are  to  be  complimented  on  their  willing- 
ness to  accept  this  policy  and  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  they 
co-operated  in  all  matters  which  tended  towards  the  betterment  of  the 
schools. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY,— Wm.  G. 

Cleaver. 


During  the  summer  of  1909  the  Shoemaker  school  at  Ogontz  was 
remodeled  by  the  addition  of  a  second  story.  The  building  now  con- 
tains six  fine  school  rooms,  ample  cloak  rooms,  a  teachers'  sitting 
room  and  a  library  room.  A  modern  steam  heating  plant  and  sanitary 
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plumbing  were  also  installed,  making  this  a  thoroughly  up-to-date 
school  building  in  all  respects.  The  cost  of  these  improvements  was 
$15,000. 

The  work  in  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science  has  been 
carefully  outlined  and  adjusted  to  our  conditions,  and  is  now  on  a 
very  sound  and  satisfactory  basis.  We  have  had  many  visitors 
observe  these  departments  and  a  large  number  of  districts  have  been 
furnished  with  plans  and  estimates  of  cost,  to  guide  them  in  install- 
ing similar  equipment. 

The  working  out  of  our  plans  in  Manual  Training  made  it  necessary 
to  hold  frequent  meetings  to  instruct  the  teachers  in  manual  work, 
as  the  training  given  by  our  professional  schools  is  shown  by  observa- 
tion to  be  utterly  inadequate.  Similar  instruction  was  given  in  Music 
and  Drawing,  and  will  be  extended  to  Writing.  To  officials  in  dis- 
tricts that  expect  effective  work  from  their  teachers  it  would  seem 
that  our  Normal  Schools  may  fairly  be  expected  to  prepare  their 
graduates  to  present  these  subjects  without  the  necessity  of  a  formal 
course  of  instruction  by  district  supervisors. 

In  a  number  of  subjects  examinations  were  modified.  The  regular 
test  questions  were  so  designed  as  to  test  the  knoAvledge  of  the  sub- 
jects and  to  admit  of  answers  that  avoided  the  language  difficulty. 
To  test  the  constructive  ability  of  the  pupils,  their  power,  they  were 
required  to  work  out  a  number  of  carefully  planned  exercises  of  a 
constructive  character.  The  results  have  been  so  satisfactory  that 
the  plan  will  be  followed  in  all  branches  next  term. 

Our  attendance  during  the  term  has  been  good.  Health  conditions 
were  carefully  looked  after  by  the  Board  of  Health  and  therefore 
gave  us  no  concern. 

The  most  unfortunate  condition  with  which  we  have  to  contend 
is  the  increasing  loss  of  pupils  in  grades  VII  and  VII  I.  On  account 
of  the  distance  of  the  High  School  from  the  northern  and  southern 
ends  of  the  township  many  of  our  pupils  are  compelled  to  use  the 
train.  As  this  is  a  source  of  considerable  expense  to  parents,  it  is 
the  means  of  depriving  many  boys  and  girls  of  a  High  School  educa- 
tion. Many  of  these  having  no  advanced  course  to  which  to  look 
forward,  leave  the  grammar  grades  as  soon  as  they  reach  the  age 
when  they  may  obtain  employment  certificates.  As  long  as  the  dis- 
trict furnished  transportation  to  pupils  beyond  the  legal  limit,  from 
ninety  to  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  those  who  completed  the  elementary 
course  entered  the  High  School.  Since  the  unfavorable  decision 
of  the  court  in  this  matter,  this  percentage  has  fallen  to  from  seventy- 
five  to  eightv. 
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CHESTER— Thomas  S.  Cole. 


Chester  has  erected  no  new  school  buildings  during  the  year.  On 
the  other  hand,  she  has  lost  none  of  her  old  buildings.  The  latter 
fact  is  not  an  unmixed  blessing,  though  there  are  worse  ills  than  old 
buildings. 

I  hope  we  have  made  fair  progress  in  instruction.  We  still  re- 
tain our  Supervisors  of  Primary  Grades,  Writing  and  Drawing,  and 
last  summer  we  added  a  fourth  to  the  list  by  electing  a  Supervisor 
of  Music.  The  good  results  of  this  special  supervision  are  already 
obvious. 

Our  institute  was  held  again  this  year  on  non-consecutive  dates. 
This  plan  meets  with  general  approval  here,  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
we  shall  wish  to  change. 

Our  High  School  graduated  eighty-seven  pupils  this  month.  This 
is  our  largest  class  thus  far. 

The  death  of  Miss  Hannah  Sears  deserves  mention  in  the  records 
of  the  State.  By  her  decease  our  profession  in  this  vicinity  has 
lost  one  of  its  leaders  and  ornaments.  Miss  Sears  was  a  scholarly 
and  patient  instructor,  a  just,  firm  and  kind  disciplinarian,  a  con- 
serative  and  sagacious  adviser,  and  a  loyal  colleague  and  friend. 
Thousands  of  lives  in  Chester  are  better  because  she  lived. 


COAL     TOWNSHIP,      NORTHUMBERLAND      COUNTY— S.      C. 

Yocum. 


I  herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
June,  1910.  In  general  the  work  has  been  quite  satisfactorily  done. 
Nothing  unusual  has  occurred  to  arouse  or  retard  the  steady  yet 
substantial  growth  which  the  schools  have  been  accustomed  to  enjoy 
in  the  past. 

If  we  desire  to  excel,  we  must  first  know  what  constitutes  the 
standard  of  excellence  and  then  work  toward  it.  A  few  dollars 
spent  by  a  district  in  paying  the  expenses  of  a  committee  to  visit 
schools  in  other  towns  and  cities  is  money  wisely  expended.  For  a 
person  or  a  group  of  persons  to  assume  that  their  views  are  the  best, 
without  having  posted  themselves  upon  the  practical  application  of 
their  theory  is  folly  magnified.  If  we  would  keep  abreast  with  the 
12—6—1910 
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times  educationally,  we  must  entertain  liberal  views,  and  thoroughly 
acquaint  ourselves  with  what  is  going  on  in  the  educational  world 
round  about  us.  In  educational  work  our  "Acres  of  Diamonds"  are 
not  always  near  our  door,  or  even  near  the  watering  trough  upon 
the  homestead. 

Statistical  Report. 

Number  of  school  buildings,  21;  number  of  rooms,  59;  number  of 
teachers  employed,  73 ;  number  of  teachers  holding  normal  diplomas, 
6;  permanent  certificates,  20;  professional  certificates,  32;  provisional 
certificates,  15;  male  teachers,  33;  female  teachers,  40;  teachers  in 
the  high  school,  3;  number  of  applicants  for  professional  and  pro- 
visional certificates,  53;  number  of  professional  certificates  granted, 
8;  number  of  provisional  certificates  granted,  44;  number  of  pupils 
enrolled  during  the  term,  2844;  average  daily  attendance,  1884;  per 
cent,  of  attendance,  89 ;  number  of  pupils  completing  the  grammar 
grade,  47 ;  number  of  pupils  suspended  during  the  term,  8 ;  number  of 
visitors,  279G;  number  of  child  labor  certificates  granted  to  date, 
624;  length  of  school  term,  10  months;  teachers  salary  same  as  last 
year.  The  school  population  is  growing  very  rapidly,  increasing 
291  this  year  over  last  year's  enrollment. 

Teachers'  Eeading  Course. 

Teachers  were  requested  to  read  the  following  books: — McMurray's 
"How  to  Study  and  Teaching  How  to  Study";  James'  "Talks  to 
Teachers"  and  Ruskin's  "Sesame  and  Lillies." 

High  School. 

The  high  school  has  done  its  work  in  the  usual  thorough  and  pro- 
gressive way,  and  is  maintaining  its  well  earned  reputation  for  thor- 
ough usefulness.  Every  possible  effort  is  being  made  that  intelligent, 
thoughtfulness  and  sincerity  of  purpose  shall  make  the  public  schools 
of  Coal  Township  stand  as  a  possible  factor  in  the  culture  of  the 
community.  During  the  past  year  70  pupils  were  enrolled;  average 
daily  attendance,  G2;  per  cent,  of  attendance,  97;  number  of  pupils 
graduated,  19.  The  tenth  annual  commencement  exercises  were  held 
in  the  pavilion  of  the  Maysville  Park,  on  the  eve  of  June  sixth 
before  a  very  large  appreciative  audience. 

Evening  Schools. 

Eight  evening  schools  were  opened  for  two  months  during  the 
year,  seven  for  boys  and  one  for  girls.  Number  of  males  enrolled, 
340;  number  of  females  enrolled,  44;  number  of  teachers  employed 
to  teach  evening  schools,  10. 
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The  interest  and  attendance  in  the  day  schools  were  all  that  could 
fairly  be  desired  or  expected,  but  it  was  quite  the  reverse  with  most 
of  the  evening  schools.  The  enrollment  was  large  at  the  beginning 
of  the  term  but  soon  dropped  off. 

Institute. 

Our  first  annual  teachers  institute  was  held  October  4-8,  in  the 
study  hall  of  the  high  school  building.  Of  the  73  teachers,  72  en- 
rolled, making  almost  perfect  attendance. 

The  instructors  were  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Bloomsburg;  Supt.  James 
Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre ;  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert,  Bloomsburg;  Supt. 
Joseph  Howerth,  Shaniokin;  Supt.  I.  C.  M  Ellenberger,  Sunbury; 
Music  Instructor,  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg. 

The  work  of  the  instructors  was  of  a  high  order  and  gave  very  good 
satisfaction  to  all  the  teachers  and  visitors. 

School  Buildings. 

No  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  past  year.  Great  care 
has  been  taken  to  keep  all  buildings  in  good  repair.  Ground  has  been 
broken  recently  for  a  two-room  building  at  Coal  Run,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  old  frame  Morse  structure.  In  the  new  building  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  child  will  receive  careful  attention.  The 
plans  and  specifications  call  for  a  modern  school  building  in  every 
respect.  Lawrence  Cashmarick,  Contractor  and  Wm.  H.  Lee,  Archi- 
tect. 

Vocal  Music. 

Vocal  music  was  introduced  into  all  the  schools  during  the  last 
year,  and  is  under  a  special  supervisor.  During  this  year  great 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  ability  to  read  music  at  sight,  in 
tone  quality,  in  vocal  control,  and  in  the  appreciation  of  good  sing- 
ing. 

Patrons  Day. 

With  a  view  to  increasing  the  interest  of  the  parents  and  patrons 
in  school  work,  special  exercises  were  held  in  every  school  during 
the  morning  of  February  22nd.  Written  invitations  were  sent  to 
parents  to  attend.  More  than  1500  visitors  were  reported  in  at- 
tendance. A  fine  collection  of  the  pupils  daily  work  was  tastefully 
displayed. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  directors 
who  so  kindly  co-operated  with  me  in  my  work;  to  the  teachers  who 
responded  so  faithfully  to  my  requests;  to  the  children  for  their 
genuine  friendship,  and  to  the  Department  for  many  favors  received. 
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COATESVILLE— W.  T.  Gordon. 


Notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  of  measles,  scar- 
latina and  mumps  during  the  greater  part  of  the  school  term,  the 
year  just  closed  was  one  of  general  success  along  all  lines  of  school 
work.  Never  before  have  our  teachers  worked  more  faithfully  to 
advance  the  pupils  under  their  charge;  and  never  have  they  been 
more  successful,  judging  from  the  high  percentage  of  promotions 
at  the  end  of  the  term,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  circumstances 
with  which  they  had  to  contend. 

The  departmental  plan  of  teaching  has  been  pursued  throughout 
the  year  in  the  Grammar  grades  with  an  eminent  degree  of  success. 
1  am  now  convinced  that  we  are  doing  better  work  under  this  plan 
than  we  were  ever  able  to  do  under  the  old  method.  We  shall,  there- 
fore, continue  the  method  in  the  Grammar  grades  and  may  try  it  in  a 
sub-grammar  grade. 

In  the  High  School,  the  work  in  all  departments,  with  one  excep- 
tion, has  been  about  on  a  par  with  that  of  previous  years.  While 
the  quality  of  work  in  the  departments  of  Mathematics  was  not 
nearly  up  to  the  standard  of  what  it  should  be,  that  in  the  Commercial 
department  was  eminently  successful,  even  beyond  our  most  sanguine 
expectations. 

An  interesting  and  somewhat  important  event  of  the  year  was  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post,  No.  54,  the  W.  R. 
C.  of  G.  A.  R.  Post  No.  54,  and  the  High  School  Faculty  and  students 
on  the  afternoon  of  April  28,  1910.  The  exercises  of  the  afternoon 
consisted  of  appropriate  recitations  and  the  singing  of  patriotic  songs 
by  the  High  School  students,  an  address  by  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  presentation  of  a  large,  hand-made  and  handsomely  hand- 
embroidered  silk  flag  to  the  High  School  by  the  members  of  the  W. 
R.  C.  The  Hag  was  received  on  behalf  of  the  High  School  in  an 
appropriate  response  by  the  president  of  the  Senior  Class.  The 
occasion  was  one  of  much  interest  and  profit  to  all  who  were  present. 

Another  important  matter  which  should  not  be  overlooked  in  this 
report,  was  the  addition  of  five  hundred  volumes  to  the  High  School 
reference  library.  These  books  were  purchased  with  money  con- 
tributed by  citizens  of  our  town  in  response  to  solicitations  made  by 
Prof.  Smith,  Principal  of  the  High  School,  and  will  greatly  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  library. 

There  were  enrolled  in  all  our  schools  during  the  year  90G  males, 
and  933  females,  making  a  total  enrollment  of  1839,  which  is  an 
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increase  of  107  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  per  cent,  of 
attendance  for  the  year  was  95,  just  one  point  below  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  every  available  school  room  was  occupied 
during  the  past  year  (and  a  number  of  them  much  overcrowded)  and 
that  the  school  population  is  rapidly  increasing,  it  is  very  evident 
that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  erect  some  new  school  buildings  in  the 
near  future;  in  fact,  the  erection  of  a  new,  commodious  and  thor- 
oughly up-to-date  high  school  building  should  be  begun  at  once. 


COLUMBIA— Daniel  Fleisher. 


The  attractive  feature  of  the  closing  days  of  the  schools  of  this 
borough  was  a  fine  display  of  the  work  done  along  the  line  of  art. 
Many  of  the  patrons  were  delighted  with  the  evidence  of  advance- 
ment shown  in  this  popular  and  useful  branch  of  school  activity. 
The  graduating  exercises  were  especially  interesting  on  account 
of  the  presence  and  the  address  of  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction. 

For  several  months  the  prevalence  of  those  diseases,  that  under 
present  regulation  debar  many  from  school,  greatly  interrupted  the 
regular  work  in  the  lower  grades.  When  from  twenty-five  to  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  pupils  are  absent  from  their  classes  satisfactory 
work  is  rendered  impossible.  In  time,  the  health  authorities  will 
probably  succeed  in  controlling  and  eliminating  those  diseases  that 
are  now  so  common  among  children,  so  that  the  future  teacher 
will  be  able  to  do  work  not  now  possible  in  the  primary  grades. 

In  its  relations  to  efficiency  and  progress  rightly  to  estimate  the 
value  of  this  or  that  work  is  difficult.  It  is  easy  for  us  to  place 
undue  stress  upon  effort  that,  relatively,  has  but  little  value.  Again, 
the  things  that  really  count  in  life  too  often  receive  comparatively 
little  attention.  It  would  be  fortunate  for  the  children  if  the  leaders 
in  educational  thought  and  practice  could  formulate  clear,  definite 
rules  to  govern  the  action  of  teachers,  both  as  to  the  method  of  in- 
struction and  the  content  of  a  course  of  study.  In  the  present  day 
the  general  trend  of  school  practice  is  marked  by  sincerity  and 
sanity.  In  our  own  community  the  attempt  is  made  to  give  to  the 
pupils  that  which  will  enable  each  one  to  win  from  life  both  happi- 
ness and  material  prosperity.  While  the  schools  are  imperfect,  and 
often  fail  to  give  the  children  that  which  rightly  belongs  to  them, 
the  great  causes  of  failure  are  found  outside  of  the  schools, 
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In  the  effort  to  give  to  the  young  a  life  equipment,  the  schools  of 
Columbia  have  been  trying  to  lay  a  solid  foundation  in  those  funda- 
mental branches  that  for  many  years  have  been  considered  the  basis 
in  the  educational  process.  With  all  our  effort  we  find  that  many 
children  fail  to  get  what  we  desire  them  to  have.  Some  minds  are 
so  constituted  that  only  a  little  of  that  which  is  taught  is  kept  as 
a  permanent  possession.  The  inability  to  reproduce  or  recall  facts 
seemed  to  be  so  fully  understood  and  thoroughly  impressed  upon  the 
child,  often  leads  to  unkind  and  inconsiderate  criticism  of  the  work 
of  the  teacher. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fault-finding  of  the  few,  this  district  is  most 
loyal  and  kind  in  its  estimate  of  the  work  of  the  schools.  Some 
times  in  such  loyalty  there  is  danger  that  weaknesses  may  be  passed 
by.  Sane  and  kind  criticism  of  defects  is  a  potent  corrective  of 
school  room  evils  and  imperfection. 

Although  in  equipment  and  in  buildings  many  districts  are  more 
favored  than  we  are,  jet  our  schools  are  fortunate  in  the  teachers 
upon  whom  the  great  work  of  education  rests.  At  the  opening  of  the 
year  they  eagerly  and  earnestly  enter  upon  their  work,  and  they 
continue  interested  and  faithful  to  the  close  of  the  term.  During 
the  year  the  educational  meetings  and  conferences  are  attended  by 
all  the  teachers,  and  the  highest  degree  of  interest  is  manifested. 
Our  meetings  are  never  considered  wearisome  and  lacking  in  profit. 
They  are  made  valuable  through  the  spirit  with  which  the  members 
come  to  them.  Because  each  teacher  stands  ready  to  enter  into 
the  discussions,  and,  through  short,  pointed  remarks,  is  willing  to 
contribute  something  of  profit,  these  meetings  are  looked  forward  to 
with  pleasure. 

In  the  past  we  have  been  most  fortunate  in  the  fact  that  our 
strong  teachers  have  not  been  disposed  to  seek  positions  in  places 
offering  superior  attraction  and  inducements.  IJecently,  however, 
because  influences  that  could  not  be  resisted  were  brought  to  bear 
upon  them,  some  of  our  best  teachers  have  withdrawn  from  our 
ranks.  We  have  now  reached  that  state  when  greater  advantages 
must  be  offered  to  our  teachers  or  we  shall  yearly  be  compelled  to 
lose  efficient  ones.  It  is  not  good  business  policy  to  permit  schools 
to  be  weakened  by  the  substitution  of  untried  and  inexperienced 
material  for  those  who  constitute  the  real  strength  of  a  teaching 
corps. 

The  needs  of  our  community  are  many  and  urgent.  We  have  a 
people  who  take  special  pride  in  their  school  system.  The  board  of 
directors  stands  ready  to  support  any  movement  calculated  to  make 
the  schools  better.  They  have  been  fettered  by  limitations  that 
they  have  not  been  able  to  break.     When  a  way  that  will  enable  the 
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board  of  education  to  give  to  the  young  people  desirable  and  necessary 
physical  advantages  and  comforts  and  enlarged  school  opportunities 
is  opened,  there  will  be  congratulation  and  rejoicing  in  this  borough. 


CONNELLSVILLE— W.  S.  Deffenbaugh. 


The  following  is  my  report  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  the 
Connellsville  public  schools  for  the  year  1909-1910. 

Our  schools  closed  on  May  31st  after  a  most  successful  year.  The 
efficiency  of  our  schools  has  been  increased  by  more  and  better 
supervision  and  by  a  clearer  comprehension  of  the  work  to  be  done 
in  the  various  grades. 

Many  rooms  had  almost  perfect  attendance.  Tardiness  was  re- 
duced to  a  minimum.  A  number  of  rooms  had  fewer  than  ten  tardy 
marks  for  the  year.  Some  months  not  a  few  teachers  had  no  tardy 
pupils.  The  boys  and  girls  are  being  taught  that  for  them  to  be  late 
at  school  is  as  serious  a  breach  of  discipline  as  for  a  clerk  to  be  late 
at  his  work. 

The  total  enrollment  was  2344.  Of  this  number  1147  were  boys  and 
1197  were  girls.  The  enrollment  the  last  month  of  school  was  2002. 
1720  were  promoted.  One  hundred  and  thirty  were  promoted  to 
high  school. 

Much  interest  was  shown  by  directors,  patrons  and  others.  Dur- 
ing the  month  of  February  invitations  were  sent  to  all  the  patrons  to 
visit  the  schools  to  observe  the  actual  work  of  the  class  room.  No 
programs  were  given.     The  total  number  of  visits  was  3937. 

Our  teachers  are,  generally  speaking,  earnest  and  progressive. 
Last  year  many  attended  the  summer  sessions  of  such  institutions 
as  Chautauqua,  Grove  City  College,  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  West  Virginia  State  University.  These  teachers  showed  by 
their  teaching  and  by  the  general  effect  given  to  our  school  system 
that  the  summer  school  should  be  patronized  by  those  who  wish  to 
keep  out  of  "ruts." 

Of  the  fifty-eight  teachers  employed  eight  hold  college  diplomas; 
eleven,  normal  diplomas;  thirty-five,  permanent;  two,  professional; 
and  two,  provisional  certificates. 

During  the  year  each  ward  had  two  meetings  a  month  to  read  and 
discuss  a  text  on  school  management.  The  books  read  were:  Bag- 
ley's  "Class  Eoom  Management,"  Hamilton's  "Becitation,"  White's 
"School  Management,"  Hinsdale's  "Art  of  Study,"  and  Eoark's 
"School  Management."  In  addition  to  these  meetings  many  grade 
meetings  were  held  by  the  Superintendent. 
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Our  course  of  study  was  changed  from  a  nine  year  to  an  eight 
year  course.  This  change  we  consider  has  done  more  for  our  schools 
than  any  other  reform  of  recent  years.  Under  the  nine  year  plan, 
the  last  year  was  a  review  of  old  material.  As  a  result  the  pupils 
became  listless  or  else  dropped  out  of  school.  Those  who  did  re- 
main to  enter  high  school  were  not,  as  a  rule,  good  students  because 
of  bad  habits  formed  in  dwadling  over  worn  out  subjects.  Another 
fault  of  the  nine  year  course  was  that  often  the  bright  pupil  jumped 
a  grade  and  by  so  doing  he  missed  something  that  he  should  have 
had.  The  class  that  entered  the  high  school  from  the  eighth  grade 
last  fall  was  bright,  alert,  and  studious.  There  were  only  a  few 
failures  in  the  freshman  class. 

Twenty  employment  certificates  were  issued  after  the  new  law 
went  into  effect.  Most  of  these  were  issued  to  overage  boys  in  the 
intermediate  grades. 

A  supervisor  of  penmanship  was  employed  for  two  years  to  get 
some  system  of  writing  established.  Now,  without  the  aid  of  a  su- 
pervisor the  pupils  are  drilled  on  a  free  rapid  movement.  Examina- 
tion papers  are  no  longer  written  in  hieroglyphics. 

Reading  as  an  art  has  been  much  improved  by  means  of  drama- 
tization because  the  pupil  understands  what  he  is  reading.  He,  for 
the  time,  is  one  of  the  characters  and  he  forgets  that  he  is  reading. 
He  learns  by  doing  and  not  by  repeating  words.  The  freshman 
class  dramatized  '-Silas  Marner"  and  by  so  doing  every  situation 
and  every  character  was  clearly  comprehended.  The  work  done  in 
reading  in  our  primary  grades  always  attracts  the  attention  of 
visitors.  To  be  brief,  the  aim  in  all  subjects  is  to  give  what  we  con- 
sider the  essentials  and  to  have  the  child  an  active  doer  instead  of  a 
passive  receiver. 

The  growth  of  the  high  school  has  been  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
Four  years  ago  the  enrollment  was  115;  this  year  it  was  277;  next 
year  it  will  be  350.  Ten  teachers  were  employed  last  year;  next  year 
there  will  be  twelve,  nine  of  whom  are  college  graduates.  This  in- 
creased enrollment  has  made  an  addition  to  our  present  building 
necessary.  This  addition,  which  is  now  being  built,  will  cost  ap- 
proximately $<;o,ooo. 

Two  literary  societies  were  organized  several  years  ago.  These 
societies  add  much  to  the  life  of  the  school.  The  annual  inter- 
society  contest  was  held  the  latter  part  of  the  term  in  the  largest 
theatre  in  town.  Every  seat  was  sold  so  great  has  the  interest  become 
in  these  contests,  which  are  always  friendly  though  spirited.  We 
think  that  these  two  societies  afford  an  outlet  for  the  spirit  of  organ- 
ization that  is  developing  during  the  period  of  adolescence. 

Commencement  exercises  consisted  of  baccalaureate  services,  class 
play,  and  graduating  exercises.     Chancellor  McCormick  of  the  Uni- 
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versify  of  Pittsburg  preached  the  class  sermon ;  Dr.  Henry  Davis,  of 
the  California  Normal  gave  the  class  address;  and  Dr.  G.  W.  Gal- 
lagher, President  of  the  School  Board,  presented  the  diplomas.  To 
help  raise  the  standard  of  amateur  plays  in  our  city  the  senior  class 
at  the  suggestion  of  their  teacher  of  English,  Miss  Zufall,  presented 
•'Sheridan's  Rivals."  Prof.  G.  Edmund  Neil,  of  the  West  Virginia 
University  held  the  rehearsals  in  addition  to  the  daily  work  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  English  teacher.  The  excellent  manner 
in  which  the  play  was  presented  will  do  much  toward  eliminating 
the  "Union  Depots"  and  the  ''County  Fairs"  that  are  often  given  by 
our  well  meaning  philanthropic  societies. 

Our  aim  has  been  not  to  have  more  than  twenty-five  pupils  in  a 
division.  The  freshman  class,  which  numbered  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  was  taught  in  five  divisions.  There  were  only  five  or  six 
"flunks." 

Many  of  the  leading  colleges  and  universities  admit  our  graduates 
without  an  examination.  It  is  not  our  purpose,  however,  to  make 
the  high  school  a  "prep"  school.  The  purpose  is  to  serve  those  who 
never  go  to  college.  If  in  doing  this  any  should  be  prepared  to 
enter  college  we  feel  that  we  have  accomplished  a  double  purpose. 

To  meet  the  demands  of  our  business  men  for  stenographers 
who  can  spell  and  use  the  English  language  with  some  degree  of  ac- 
curacy four  year's  commercial  work  is  offered. 

That  the  people  of  Connellsville  are  awake  to  the  value  of  educa- 
tion is  shown  by  their  loyal  support  of  the  schools.  If  this  support 
continues  much  is  promised  for  the  future  of  this  rapidly  growing 
city. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— E.  B.  Ziegler. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  year  just  completed 
has  been  one  of  signal  progress  in  the  Conshohocken  Public 
Schools.  This  success  has  been  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
efforts  of  the  School  Board.  As  its  personnel  is  practically  the  same 
as  it  was  last  year,  the  Board  has  been  able  to  work  consistently, 
continually,  and  consequently  effectively.  For  the  last  three  years 
the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds  has  been  making  exten- 
sive improvements.  At  present  they  are  introducing  a  modern 
closet  system  to  replace  the  old  system  that  has  out  lived  its  useful- 
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ness.  With  this  last  improvement,  by  the  beginning  of  next  term 
our  buildings  will  be  in  excellent  condition — more  attractive,  more 
sanitary,  and  in  every  sense  more  modern  than  they  have  been  in 
previous  years. 

Every  action  of  the  Board  has  been  directed  toward  the  interest 
of  the  children  without  consideration  of  political  ends.  Teachers 
have  been  chosen  for  their  merit,  and  as  a  result,  the  majority  of 
them  are  Normal  graduates  and  not  one  is  a  holder  of  a  provisional 
certificate.  Our  present  corps  of  teachers,  with  the  exception  of  the 
teacher  of  commercial  branches,  will  be  unchanged  next  year. 
Eealizing  that  in  order  to  keep  good  talent  salaries  must  be  ad- 
vanced, the  Board  has  raised  the  salaries  of  eight  teachers. 

Never  before  have  the  teachers  worked  more  faithfully,  and  never 
have  results  been  more  obvious.  It  has  been  our  chief  aim  to 
drive  home  the  fundamental  subjects  and  at  the  same  time  not  to 
neglect  the  others.  In  arithmetic,  in  every  grade  from  the  third 
to  the  ninth,  there  has  been  a  daily  drill  of  from  five  to  eight  min- 
utes in  the  four  fundamental  operations.  As  a  result,  at  the  end  of 
the  term,  the  children  have  been  able  to  add,  subtract,  multiply 
and  divide  with  remarkable  rapidity  and  accuracy;  and  problems 
have  been  attacked  with  more  eagerness  than  formerly.  In  spelling 
too,  there  has  been  systematic  drill.  Words  have  been  denned  and 
used  in  sentences,  and  phonetic  variations  have  been  pointed  out. 
About  fifteen  minutes  have  been  spent  each  day  in  oral  spelling 
of  words  in  the  assigned  lesson  as  well  as  the  review  words  of 
previous  lessons.  The  importance  of  reading  has  been  duly  appre- 
ciated. The  Board  has  permitted  me  to  purchase  more  supplement- 
ary readers,  so  that  at  present  there  are  five  or  six  readers  in  a 
majority  of  the  grades. 

With  the  introduction  of  Steadman's  system  of  writing,  the  teach- 
ers have  considered  writing  a  subject  to  be  taught  and  not  one  to  be 
treated  merely  incidentally.  The  results  of  this  training  are  clearly 
evident. 

The  High  School  this  year  had  twenty-nine  graduates — the  largest 
class  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  importance  of  allowing  chil- 
dren to  complete  their  public  school  course  was  strongly  emphasized 
by  Dr.  Brumbaugh  in  his  address  at  the  Commencement  Exercises. 

We  had  less  truancy  this  year  than  ever  before;  but  one  arrest 
was  made.  Whenever  a  pupil  was  absent  a  few  days,  the  teacher  was 
interested  enough  to  visit  the  home  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
absence.  By  this  method,  the  parents  realized  that  the  teachers  had 
a  real  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  children. 
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CORRY— V.  G.  Curtis. 


The  earnest  co-operation  of  all  the  school  forces  of  the  community 
has  characterized  the  work  of  the  past  year.  The  teachers  have  been 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  progress,  and  have  labored 
faithfully  to  attain  the  best  results  for  their  pupils.  The  Directors, 
by  their  monthly  visits  and  by  their  personal  interest  in  the  schools 
have  inspired  teachers  and  pupils  to  their  most  earnest  efforts.  The 
people,  by  their  loyalty  to  the  schools,  have  given  hearty  support 
and  encouragement,  and  the  local  press  has  been  always  ready  to 
lend  a  helping  hand  to  promote  the  cause  of  education.  These  condi- 
tions are  conducive  to  progress  and  efficiency,  and  if  our  schools  have 
not  been  held  up  to  a  reasonably  high  standard  of  acquirement,  if 
there  has  not  been  advancement  and  growth  along  the  different  lines 
of  school  work,  then  surely  the  responsibility  rests  with  the  admin- 
istration. 

Teachers. 

Most  of  the  former  teachers  were  retained,  and  the  few  that  were 
added  to  the  corps,  though  without  extensive  experience,  seemed  by 
nature  and  talents  especially  adapted  to  the  grades  in  which  they 
were  placed,  and  did  excellent  work  throughout  the  year. 

Attendance. 

The  total  attendance  has  not  increased  materially  over  that  of  last 
year,  there  being  enrolled  1175  pupils. 

Owing  to  a  slight  epidemic  of  diphtheria  which  seemed  to  originate 
in  one  particular  locality,  the  Concord  school  was  dismissed  for 
two  weeks  while  some  necessary  changes  were  being  made  in  the 
heating  and  ventilating  apparatus.  The  work  of  the  grades,  how- 
ever, did  not  suffer  from  this  interruption  as  the  teachers  had  it  so 
well  in  hand  that  is  was  readily  made  up. 

Arbor  Day. 

In  accordance  with  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  the  spring 
Arbor  Day  was  observed  with  appropriate  exercises  in  all  the  schools 
of  the  city  with  a  view  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  youth  the 
inestimable  value  of  the  trees  for  their  varied  and  manifold  uses 
to  man,  to  create  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  preservation  of  the 
forests,  their  protection  from  the  ravages  of  fire,  and  their  intelligent 
use  for  commercial,  industrial  and  other  purposes. 
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Rev.  C.  E.  Woodward,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  gave  a 
beautiful  and  impressive  address  to  the  pupils  of  the  high  school  on 
"The  Lessons  Taught  by  the  Trees"  which  added  much  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  Arbor  Day  celebration. 

Memorial  Exercises. 

The  teaching  of  patriotism  in  the  public  schools  is  recognized  as 
an  all  important  duty,  a  duty  which  it  is  dangerous  to  neglect.  The 
selfish  spirit  of  the  times,  the  greed  of  great  monopolies,  the  tenden- 
cies toward  anarchy  which  have  recently  developed  in  this  country, 
make  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  present  hour  to  do  our  utmost 
towards  inculcating  a  love  of  country,  towards  inspiring  in  the 
youth  of  the  land  a  pride  and  veneration  for  the  flag  which  sym- 
bolizes the  strength  and  the  grandeur  of  our  free  institutions. 

We  endeavor  to  do  this  as  far  as  possible  by  the  daily  inspiration 
of  song  and  story,  and  by  lessons  from  their  histories  which  hold  up 
for  admiration  the  noble  lives  of  those  who  have  contributed  to 
their  country's  glory  by  acts  of  bravery  and  self  sacrifice. 

We  consider  the  time  spent  in  the  preparation  of  special  programs 
in  honor  of  the  annual  visitations  to  the  schools  by  the  Grand  Army 
Veterans  as  productive  of  great  good  in  devoloping  a  spirit  of  loyalty 
to  American  institutions. 

The  exercises  in  the  various  schools  were  unusually  interesting 
tli is  year,  and  were  largely  attended  by  members  of  Post  No.  70  of  the 
G.  A.  P.  and  by  other  citizens. 

Public  Library. 

The  Free  Public  Library  continues  to  be  a  valuable  aid  to  the  pupils 
of  all  the  grades  in  their  study  of  history,  geography  and  literature. 

A  number  of  valuable  sets  of  books  especially  helpful  to  students 
of  tbe  high  school  have  been  added  to  the  library  during  the  year,  as 
well  as  a  choice  selection  of  juvenile  books,  consisting  of  travel,  biog- 
raphy, history  and  fiction. 

High  School. 

Some  changes  were  made  in  the  personnel  of  the  high  school  faculty 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  principal, 
Miss  Mary  L.  Breene,  to  accept  a  more  lucrative  and  more  desirable 
position  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 

Miss  Winifred  Terry,  who  had  had  charge  of  the  department  of 
history  and  literature,  was  promoted  to  the  principalship,  and  Mr. 
C.  C.  Bovard,  a  graduate  of  Grove  City  College,  was  appointed 
teacher  of  science,  in  place  of  Mr.  Joseph  Shrawder  who  resigned 
to  enter  upon  another  field  of  work. 
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After  the  opening  of  the  term,  when  it  was  found  that  some  of  the 
teachers  were  too  heavily  burdened  with  class  work,  the  Board  of 
Education  decided  to  employ  a  teacher  of  English,  and  Miss  Ella 
Morgan,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  was  appointed  to  that  position. 

This  gave  the  high  school  an  adequate  teaching  force  and  the  work 
in  English  has  received  the  attention  it  deserves. 

The  Commercial  Department,  which  was  established  in  the  high 
school  last  year  was  intended  to  meet  the  demand  of  the  business 
interests  of  the  community,  and  to  furnish  to  the  young  men  and 
women  who  desire  or  are  compelled  to  enter  business  occupations 
without  other  preparation  than  may  be  had  in  high  school,  a  good 
practical  training  in  commercial  arithmetic,  book-keeping,  typewrit- 
ing and  stenography,  besides  the  English,  mathmetics,  and  science 
in  the  regular  course.  The  fact  that  the  young  men  in  the  high  school 
have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  offered  by  this  de- 
partment have  disappointed  the  authorities  somewhat,  but  to  my 
mind,  is  no  argument  against  the  wisdom  of  providing  such  a 
course. 

Time  will  doubtless  prove  its  value  and  more  of  the  young  men 
will  avail  themselves  of  its  benefits. 

The  thirty-seventh  Annual  Commencement  Exercises  of  the  Corry 
High  School  were  held  in  the  auditorium  on  the  evening  of  June  15th, 
and  a  large  audience  was  in  attendance. 

An  interesting  program  was  rendered  by  the  class  consisting  of 
orations,  declamations  and  music,  and  an  inspiring  address  was  de- 
livered by  Hon.  F.  T.  Wilson,  of  Minnesota,  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school  class  of  1875. 

The  Alumni  Eeunion  which  took  place  on  Thursday  evening,  June 
16,  was  an  interesting  occasion  and  a  large  number  of  the  former 
graduates  were  present. 


DANVILLE— D.  N.  Dieffenbacher. 


The  following  annual  report  is  respectfully  submitted.  It  is  suf- 
ficient to  say  that  the  school  year  of  1909-1910  was  an  uneventful  but 
successful  one,  marked  by  faithful  and  efficient  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers  and  by  reasonably  satisfactory  results  on  the  part  of  the 
pupils. 

The  schools  have  been  visited  by  patrons  and  citizens  more  numer- 
ously than  any  former  year.  The  attendance  has  been  interrupted  to 
some  degree  by  the  prevalence  of  children's  diseases,  but  in  unusually 
few  cases  with  fatal  results.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  neither  teach- 
14 
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ers  nor  pupils  exhibited  any  marked  signs  of  weariness  and  exhaus- 
tion from  hard  work  of  the  year.  Pale  faces  and  sunken  eyes  were 
seldom  to  be  seen  in  any  of  the  schools  in  the  borough.  If,  as  some 
allege,  the  children  are  overworked  in  the  American  public  schools, 
the  symptoms  cannot  be  read  in  the  eyes  and  the  faces  of  the  school 
goers  of  Danville.  The  results  furnish  the  best  possible  evidence  of 
the  healthful  surroundings  of  our  school  buildings,  the  cleanliness, 
and  good  sanitary  condition  in  which  they  are  kept. 

The  strict  enforcement  of  the  rules  regarding  contagious  diseases 
has  made  our  schools  places  of  refuge  and  protection  from  malignant 
diseases,  rather  than  centers  from  which  their  germs  are  carried  to 
every  home. 

Whilst  there  have  been  no  radical  changes  in  the  courses  of  study 
nor  in  the  methods  of  teaching,  there  has  been  progress  towards 
better  ways  of  training  and  managing  children,  and  of  fitting  them 
for  useful  and  happy  lives.  Teachers  have  felt  more  deeply  than  ever 
before,  that  there  is  back  of  them  a  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of 
education  and  of  general  approval,  with  a  kindly  sympathy  for  them 
in  their  arduous  labors.  The  consciousness  of  this,  on  the  part  of 
all  engaged  in  the  work  of  instruction,  has  lifted  many  a  heavy  bur- 
den, and  stimulated  to  persevering  efforts  to  succeed,  where  failure 
to  wake  up  dormant  powers  of  mind  and  soul  seemed  inevitable. 

The  generous  course  pursued  by  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education  towards  the  teachers  in  their  employ,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  on  the  other,  the  good  feeling  and  gratitude  of  the  teachers  to- 
wards the  Board,  have  created  confidence,  oneness  of  purpose  and  a 
cheerful  spirit,  which  have  greatly  contributed  to  make  the  work  of 
the  year  eminently  successful.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may 
have  existed,  they  did  not  disturb  harmonies  and  united  effort  in 
promoting  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 

We  are  coming  to  realize  more  fully  that  we  should  regard  the 
welfare  and  growth  of  the  individual  child  physically,  mentally  and 
morally  as  the  supreme  aim  in  our  school  work,  that  while  class 
organization  must  be  preserved  and  class  instruction  must  be  main- 
tained, at  the  same  time  the  eye  of  the  teacher  must  be  fixed  upon 
the  individual  rather  than  upon  the  class  as  the  unit  for  instruction. 

It  is  in  order  that  due  consideration  may  be  given  to  the  in- 
dividual that  we  have  advocated  a  gradual  reduction  in  the  size  of 
the  classes.  A  proper  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  individual 
pupil  makes  it  inadvisable  to  assign  to  teachers  of  the  first  four 
grades  a  maximum  number  of  more  than  thirty-five  pupils  and 
to  teachers  of  the  higher  grades  a  maximum  number  of  more  than 
forty-two  pupils. 

There  remains  a  chance  for  further  improvement  along  this  line, 
for  we  are  still  compelled  in  a  few  cases  to  assign  from  forty-five  to 
fifty-three  pupils  to  some  of  the  teachers. 
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If  the  teacher  is  to  comprehend  the  special  needs  of  the  individuals 
who  compose  her  class,  and  if  the  parent  is  to  gain  a  correct  under- 
standing of  the  school  work  and  of  the  efforts  of  the  teacher  in  behalf 
of  the  child,  there  must  be  close  sympathy  and  co-operation  between 
the  parent  and  the  teacher. 

A  systematic  and  persistent  effort  has  been  made  and  is  still 
being  made  by  means  of  Parent-teachers'  meetings  to  the  end  that  the 
school  and  the  home  may  work  together  intelligently  for  the  highest 
good  and  fullest  development  of  the  individual  child. 

The  work  of  the  year  in  the  high  school  was  very  satisfactory  in 
all  the  departments.  Under  the  priucipalship  of  Professor  E.  O. 
Bickel,  the  high  school  has  been  raised  from  second  grade  to  first 
grade.  To  bring  this  advancement  about,  the  work  in  history  and 
English  has  been  extended.  The  success  of  the  high  school  is  due 
both  to  the  efficiency  and  wise  management  of  the  principal  and  to 
the  loyal  co-operation  of  the  excellent  corps  of  assistants. 

The  most  recent  methods  of  instruction  which  have  been  found 
by  experience  to  be  valuable  are  used  by  our  progressive  teachers. 
The  spirit  among  them  to  find  out  the  best  methods  of  teaching 
and  governing  has  been  quite  general.  It  is  safe  to  say,  that  year 
by  year,  the  instruction  given  in  the  schools  is  broader  and  more 
thorough. 

The  effects  of  the  systematic  study  of  the  science  and  art  of  music 
in  the  schools  for  several  years  are  seen  in  the  Sunday  schools,  in 
the  churches,  and  in  every  literary  entertainment  of  which  music 
forms  a  part.  The  great  pains  and  skill  of  the  teachers  have  been 
largely  instrumental  in  producing  good  results.  There  is  no  branch 
of  study,  when  considered  in  all  its  bearings  upon  the  future  culture 
and  refinement  of  the  children,  of  more  value  than  music.  A  school 
without  music  would  be  like  a  grove  without  birds  and  a  garden 
without  flowers. 

The  labors  of  my  position  during  the  year  have  been  greatly 
lightened  by  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Board,  whose  instructions  I  have  endeavored  to  carry  out; 
by  the  prompt  and  kindly  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction;  by  the  co-operation  and  industry  of  the  principals  and 
teachers;  by  the  sympathy  and  encouragement  of  many  esteemed 
citizens,  who  are  somewhat  familiar  with  the  conduct  of  the  schools 
and  the  instruction  therein,  and  by  the  public  press.  To  all  of 
whom,  for  the  many  favors  granted,  I  wish  to  extend  my  heartiest 
thanks. 
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DARBY— Charles  P.  Sweeny. 


Our  schools  opened  Sept.  6,  1909,  and  closed  June  30,  1910.  1211 
pupils  were  enrolled  during  the  year,  with  an  average  daily  attend- 
ance for  the  term  of  90  per  cent.  The  High  School  has  graduated 
a  class  of  twenty. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  schools  has  been  carried  on 
under  very  favorable  conditions,  and  the  interest  manifested  has 
been  of  such  a  nature  that  shows  complete  harmony  as  the  watch- 
word of  all  associated  with  the  duties  and  cares  of  popular  educa- 
tion. 

New  schools  were  opened  in  the  fourth  and  sixth  grades,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  increased  number  of  pupils.  We  have,  among 
our  twenty-nine  teachers  twenty  normal  graduates,  and  six  holding 
permanent  certificates.     All  of  our  teachers  are  experienced. 

By  action  of  our  Board,  thirty-six  silk  flags — 30x24 — were  placed 
in  the  different  school  rooms.  An  appropriate  flag  salute  was 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  every  morning  the  salute 
is  used  in  tlie  opening  exercises. 

Our  High  School  is  doing  good  work.  The  Commencement  exer- 
cises were  characterized  by  a  marked  interest  in  the  general  labors 
of  the  pupils,  and,  as  the  members  of  the  class  of  1910  met  to  receive 
their  diplomas,  they  were  greeted  by  a  crowded  house. 

In  conclusion,  1  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  confidence 
and  support  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  also  to  thank  the  teachers  for 
loyalty,  and  sincere  attention  to  their  school  duties. 


DuBOIS— J.  H.  Alleman. 


While  our  work  and  results  have  surpassed  previous  years,  yet 
we  have  by  no  means  attained  our  highest  expectations  or  ideals 
of  efficiency.  Some  one  has  said,  "An  ideal  is  that  ever  movable 
star,  the  nearer  we  get  to  it  the  farther  it  will  recede  from  us." 
So  we  fully  realize  our  opportunities  and  possibilities  for  greater 
and  grander  work  and  results. 

We  were  fortunate  in  having  a  strong  corps  of  teachers.  The 
teachers  were  exacting,  thorough,  and  uniformly  interested  and  de- 
termined to  attain  the  best  possible  results.     Many  of  our  teachers 
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have  decided  to  attend  Teachers'  Training  Schools  during  the  sum- 
mer vacation,  and  our  Board  of  Education  most  heartily  endorses 
this  spirit  of  progress.  In  some  instances  teachers  may  not  be  able 
to  attend  special  Training  Schools ;  but  what  teacher  cannot  afford  to 
invest,  annually,  from  five  to  ten  dollars  for  the  best  and  latest 
books  on  Methods  of  Teaching,  Pedagogy,  Psychology,  etc.,  and 
then  thoroughly  master  such  books  during  the  long  summer  vaca- 
tion? If  iSuch  plans  are  pursued  earnestly  and  systematically, 
from  year  to  year,  teachers  will  attain  a  remarkable  degree  of 
proficiency,  and  our  work  will  become  more  scientific,  progressive 
and   up-to-date. 

During  the  year  a  handsome  and  modern  eight-room  building 
was  completed.  The  new  high  school  building  is  in  progress  of 
completion,  and  when  completed  we  are  enabled  to  place  our  work 
upon  a  more  systematic  and  satisfactory  basis.  The  corner  stone 
laying  for  the  new  high  school  building  was  held  Friday  afternoon, 
May  6th.  Addresses  were  made  by  Lieutenant  Governor,  Hon. 
Eobert  S.  Murphy,  and  by  Hon.  Keed  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction. 

Our  teachers'  institutes  and  grade  meetings  were  practical  and 
profitable,  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnis,  Dr.  C.  II.  Albert,  and  Dr.  C.  C. 
Ellis  gave  helpful  addresses.  During  the  year  the  teachers  studied 
and  discussed  Dr.  McMurry's  "How  to  Study  and  Teaching  How  to 
Study." 

The  Commercial  department  in  our  schools  was  placed  upon  a 
basis  for  successful  work  by  Prof.  Geo.  E.  Hess,  who  also  directed  the 
teaching  of  penmanship  in  the  grade  schools.  All  subjects  received 
their  proportionate  share  of  time  and  attention,  but  added  em- 
phasis was  placed  upon  securing  legibility,  accuracy,  beauty  and 
rapidity  in  the  art  of  writing. 

During  the  last  week  of  school  a  Drawing  Exhibit  was  given 
for  the  benefit  of  parents  and  friends  of  our  schools.  Not  less 
than  three  thousand  people  visited  the  exhibit  to  observe  the  excel- 
lent work  accomplished  by  our  pupils  of  the  various  grades. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  thirty-nine,  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  school.  The  approximate  high  school  enrollment 
for  next  term  will  be  as  follows:  Freshman  class,  140;  Sophomore 
class,  80;  Junior  class,  50;  Senior  class,  54;  total,  324. 

Our  educational  forces  have  labored  in  harmony  and  unity  for 
the  best  interests  of  our  schools.  Great  credit  is  due  to  our  faith- 
ful directors  who  realize  that  "the  schools  are  for  the  children," 
rather  than  for  the  teachers  or  any  other  factors  in  our  system  of 
education.  The  only  sane,  intelligent,  predominating  motive  must 
be  the  highest  welfare  for  the  education  and  training  of  our  boys 
and  girls. 

13—6—1910 
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DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


The  school  year  1909-10  closed  on  June  17,  1910.  It  was  the 
most  successful  year  in  every  respect  that  we  have  had  in  a  long 
time.     The  record  of  promotions  and  failures  was  as  follows: 

477  pupils  were  promoted  from  1st  to  2d  grade — 77  failed. 
385  pupils  were  promoted  from  2d  to  3d  grade — 80  failed. 
405  pupils  were  promoted  from  3d  to  4th  grade — 75  failed. 
225  pupils  were  promoted  from  4th  to  5th  grade — 50  failed. 
219  pupils  were  promoted  from  5th  to  6th  grade — 33  failed. 
145  pupils  were  promoted  from  6th  to  7th  grade — 18  failed. 
79  pupils  were  promoted  from  7th  to  8th  grade — 11  failed. 

The  problem  of  retardation  has  given  us  more  concern  than  any 
other  feature  of  our  school  work.  It  is  sometimes  very  easy  to  have 
no  failures,  if  the  standard  is  sufficiently  lowered.  This  we  have  re- 
fused to  do  in  Dunmore.  We  feel  that  our  percentage  of  failures 
has  been  small.  It  is  not  yet  what  we  wish  it  to  be;  but  we  have 
made  considerable  progress  and  are  hopeful  of  solving  the  problem 
within  the  next  year  or  two. 

Our  success  the  past  year  is  due  entirely  to  the  Batavia  system. 
John  Kennedy  has  been  with  us;  he  explained  his  system;  we  have 
tried  it  and  have  obtained  results,  and  we  are  ready  to  say  that  the 
Batavia  system  has  merit. 

The  New  Labor  Law. 

The  Child  Labor  Law  has  done  much  to  solve  the  problem  confront- 
ing us  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Education  Law.  Since 
boys  and  girls  have  learned  that  they  cannot  secure  employment 
until  they  procure  labor  certificates,  there  is  little  trouble  experienced 
in  the  matter  of  regular  attendance.  The  past  year  has  been  the 
most  gratifying  in  that  respect.  Children  remained  in  school  until 
the  final  adjournment.  There  was  not  that  mad  rush  to  the  factories 
and  breakers  that  had  always  been  a  source  of  trouble  from  the 
first  of  May  until  the  close  of  school. 

The  employers  of  children  have  quite  generally  observed  the 
provisions  of  the  new  law.  There  is  yet  a  loop  hole  that  should 
be  plugged ;  and  unless  it  is  speedily  plugged,  there  is  danger  ahead. 
I  am  referring  to  the  loose  requirement  for  those  who  have  reached 
The  age  of  16  years.     I  have  found  several  cases  of  boys  working 
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on  affidavits  showing  them  to  be  16  years  old.  The  fact  was  that 
the  boys  were  under  14,  but  they  found  it  much  easier  to  get  an  affi- 
davit than  an  employment  certificate.  The  law  on  this  point  needs 
attention. 

Institute. 

The  plan  of  holding  teachers'  institute  on  different  days  during  the 
year  rather  than  continuously  for  a  week  was  tried  for  the  first  time. 
The  teachers  are  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  it  is  a  great  im- 
provement in  that  the  instructors  desired  can  be  more  easily  secured 
and  the  inspiration  distributed.  We  had  splendid  work  from 
Supt.  John  Kennedy,  of  Batavia,  N.  Y.  Supt.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes- 
Barre;  Prof.  M.  J.  Costello,  of  Scranton;  S.  C.  Hammock,  of  New 
York  City,  and  Hon.  Beed  B.  Teitrick,  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction.  So  inspiring  was  the  work  of  three  of  them  that  they 
were  recalled.  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker  of  the  West  Chester  Normal 
School  spent  a  helpful  day  with  our  teachers  at  the  concluding 
session  of  our  institute.  As  a  result  of  his  visit,  considerable  en- 
thusiasm was  aroused  in  the  work  of  Nature  Study.  It  was  a  very 
common  sight  from  spring  to  the  close  of  school  to  see  teachers  with 
their  classes  on  the  streets  and  in  the  groves  studying  the  trees 
and  plants,  and  at  the  Everhart  Museum  studying  the  animals 
there. 

The  commencement  exercises  which  closed  our  year's  work,  were 
the  finest  and  most  interesting  ever  held  here.  The  music  was  of 
a  particularly  high  order  and  the  literary  numbers  were  very  in- 
teresting. The  commencement  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer.  So  great  was  the  desire  of  our  people  to  hear  Dr.  Schaef- 
fer,  that  over  six  hundred  requests  for  tickets  were  refused.  Thirty- 
two  young  people  were  given  diplomas — nineteen  in  the  Latin 
Scientific,  and  thirteen  in  the  commercial  course.  Many  of  our 
teachers  have  signified  their  intention  of  attending  summer  schools, 
and  the  out-look  for  next  year  is  very  promising. 


EASTON— Wm.  W.  Cottingham. 


Easton  now  known  as  "The  City  of  Kesources,"  has  for  one  of  its 
greatest  assets  the  children  of  its  public  schools.  To  educate  prop- 
erly the  youth  of  any  city  is  a  task  of  no  mean  proportions,  but  we 
have  the  gratifying  assurance  that  the  work  in  laying  the  foundation 
of   a   solid    and    sound   education    for   the   children   of   this    city, 
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has  been  well  and  effectually  done.  It  has  ever  been  our  aim  and 
purpose  through  all  the  grades  from  the  Primary  to  the  High 
School,  to  drill  thoroughly  in  the  fundamental  principles  which 
underlie  the  attainment  of  whatever  is  good  and  noble  in  true 
manhood  and  womanhood.  The  educational  work  of  the  past  year 
was  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  excellence  usually  attained  in  this  dis- 
trict. There  was  no  apparent  deterioration  in  the  work  of  any  of  the 
departments,  but  on  the  contrary  the  activities  of  the  entire  teaching 
force  were  chiefly  and  well  directed  in  securing  conditions  con- 
sistent with  true  advancement  and  sound  progressive  development. 
This  fact  was  clearly  evinced  by  the  unusual  number  of  promotions 
made  in  the  several  grades  of  the  subordinate  schools,  whilst  the 
High  School  presented  a  list  of  graduates  which  in  point  of  number 
exceeded  that  of  any  graduation  in  the  history  of  this  school,  and 
in  point  of  scholarship  the  highest  average  grade  ever  attained  by  a 
graduating   class. 

The  large  annex  to  the  High  School  building  having  been  com- 
pleted and  occupied  this  year  for  the  first  time,  affords  excellent 
facilities  for  class-room  work  and  commodious  and  greatly  improved 
quarters  for  laboratory  work  in  the  departments  of  Physics  and 
Chemistry. 

The  Board  of  Control  upon  careful  and  thoughtful  consideration 
has  wisely  resolved  to  incorporate  Manual  Training  as  a  specialty 
in  the  school  curriculum  of  this  district.  All  the  requisite  pro- 
visions for  the  proper  administration  of  this  department  have  been 
provided  for,  and  the  scheme  will  enter  upon  its  initiative  at  the 
opening  of  the  next  school  term. 

The  Public  Library  has  proved  an  invaluable  adjunct  in  the 
scholastic  work  of  this  district.  Besides  the  large  and  valuable 
collection  of  works  on  popular  literature  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  reading  public,  it  lias  maintained  two  lecture  courses  during 
the  year  to  which  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  had  access  and 
found  much  to  interest  them  as  helpful  in  their  professional  calling. 
The  Children's  Day  at  the  library  every  Saturday  afternoon,  was 
largely  attended  and  has  become  a  prominent  and  permanent  feature 
of  supplementary  school  work  in  this  district. 

The  exercises  of  this  year's  graduating  class  were  held  as  usual 
in  the  Opera  House  which  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  with  a 
large  and  appreciative  audience.  The  orations  and  essays  presented 
on  the  occasion  had  the  merit  of  being  purely  original  and  as  such 
were  roundly  applauded  by  an  enthused  audience. 

The  graduating  class  consisted  of  81  members,  34  males  and  47 
females,  and  were  classed  in  accordance  with  their  school  relatione 
as  follows:  43  classicals,  12  scientifics,  and  26  commercials, 
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A  very  interesting  and  pleasing  feature  of  the  closing  exercises  of 
the  High  School  Commencement  consisted  of  the  awarding  of 
scholarships  and  prizes  to  those  of  the  class  who  had  ranked  the 
highest  in  point  of  grade.  The  awards  were  made  as  follows:  Mr. 
Ward  M.  Snyder  of  the  classical  department  was  awarded  a  Lafay- 
ette College  Scholarship  which  was  formally  presented  by  Prof.  C. 
McC.  Gordon,  Ph.  D.,  of  Lafayette  College. 

Miss  Edith  M.  Osterstock,  of  the  classical  department,  was 
awarded  a  scholarship  of  the  Goucher  College  (formerly  the  Woman's 
College  of  Baltimore,  Md.,)  which  was  presented  by  Kev.  William 
H.  Ford,  D.  D.,  of  the  First  M.  E.  Church  of  Easton,  Pa. 

Mr.  J.  Conrad  Seegers,  of  the  classical  department,  was  awarded 
a  scholarship  of  Muhlenberg  College,  which  was  presented  by  Rev. 
W.  D.  C.  Keiter,  D.  D.,  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Muhlenberg  College. 

The  Lafayette  College  scholarship  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
High  School  Alumni  Association  by  the  Trustees  of  said  College, 
was  awarded  to  Mr.  Frederick  N.  Miller,  of  the  classical  depart- 
ment, which  was  presented  by  Floyd  B.  McAlee,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Alumni. 

The  Commercial  Prize  was  awarded  to  Miss  Kuth  A.  Keller,  of  the 
commercial  department,  and  presented  by  Mr.  Kussell  K.  Boadwee, 
President  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

The  German  Prize  was  awarded  to  Miss  Edna  A.  Jones,  of  the 
classical  department,  and  presented  by  Prof.  William  H.  Hall,  E.  M., 
of   Lafayette  College. 


ERIE— H.  C.  Missimer. 


Our  total  enrollment  for  the  year  shows  an  increase  in  the  grades 
of  about  400  over  last  year.  The  High  School  registered  900,  about 
10^  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment.  These  are  significant  figures. 
The  school  population  is  increasng.  The  percentage  of  the  total 
enrollment  in  the  High  School,  much  above  the  average  for  the 
country,  shows  a  healthy  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  High 
School,  and  of  the  high  favor  in  which  it  is  held  by  our  people.  It 
has  grown  steadily,  year  by  year,  in  the  forty-four  years  of  its  exist- 
ence. The  first  graduating  class  numbered  two,  the  class  graduated 
this  year  numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty-one — 58  boys  and  63 
girls.  The  standards  of  instruction  have  been  advanced,  the  courses 
of  study  have  broadened,  so  that  a  graduate  of  the  up-to-date  high 
school  to-day  is  far  better  trained,  and  has  a  far  greater  knowledge 
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of  the  sciences,  of  literature,  history,  mathematics,  the  classics 
and  modern  languages,  than  the  graduate  of  the  average  college 
of  fifty  years  ago.  The  growth  of  the  high  school  has  been  phe- 
nomenal. In  1860  there  were  just  40  high  schools  in  the  country. 
To-day  there  are  ten  thousand  (10,000)  carrying  one  million  (1,- 
000,000)  students.  The  high  schools  are  now  a  recognized  part 
of  the  common  school  system,  and  fix  for  the  great  majority  of  our 
youth  the  limit  of  their  schooling.  They  are  vastly  a  more  vital  force 
in  the  education  of  the  people  than  the  college  or  the  university. 

Social  and  industrial  conditions,  the  increasing  complexity  of  the 
problem  of  living  make  vocational  and  industrial  training  a  prom- 
inent feature  of  high  school  work  in  the  future.  The  people  are  in- 
sisting that  boys  and  girls  in  our  high  schools  who  will  have  to  earn 
their  own  living,  and  they  are  95  per  cent,  of  the  high  school  enroll- 
ments, shall  be  taught  what  work  means,  that  they  shall  be  taught 
the  way  that  leads  somewhere  without  going  round  Eobin  Hood's 
barn.  There  is  such  a  demand  in  Erie,  and  the  next  important 
addition  to  our  school  system  will  undoubtedly  take  the  form  of  an  in- 
dustrial High  School. 

Medical  inspection  for  all  the  schools  has  been  decided  upon  for 
the  coming  year;  and  more  and  more,  every  year,  the  people  are  be- 
ginning to  recognize  that  the  protection  of  the  health  of  the  public 
school  pupil  must  be  provided  for  in  the  construction  of  school 
buildings,  in  their  proper  heating  and  ventilation,  in  the  proper 
seating  of  the  pupil,  in  the  reduction  of  the  liability  to  the  contrac- 
tion of  diseases,  by  the  abolishment  of  the  drinking  cup,  and  the 
explusion  of  slate  with  its  accompanying  filthy  sponge  or  rag. 

Indeed  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  gymnasium  and  the 
swimming  pool  will  be  regarded  as  a  necessary  part  of  the  construc- 
tion and  equipment  of  every  school  building  in  our  cities. 

Total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  public  schools 8754 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  the  parochial  schools, 4200 

Total  number  in  all  schools,  12954 


FEANKLIN— N.  P.  Kinsley. 


The  work  of  the  year  has  been  satisfactory,  in  reviewing  it  at  the 
close  I  find  much  to  commend,  little  to  censure.  No  radical  changes 
either  in  courses  of  study  or  in  organization  have  been  made. 
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Manual  training  and  Domestic  science  as  branches  in  the  course 
of  study  which  before  were  limited  to  the  high  school  were  ex- 
tended to  include  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  For  this  purpose 
rooms  were  fitted  up  for  manual  training  in  the  two  ward  schools 
having  these  grades  and  fully  equipped  with  benches  and  tools.  To 
the  equipment  in  the  high  school  building  was  added  some  wood- 
working machinery  comprising  six  lathes,  a  circular  saw,  and  a 
band  saw,  all  driven  by  an  electric  motor.  The  cost  of  the  new 
equipment  was  about  $2,500.00.  For  the  first  time,  also,  a  special 
supervisor  of  manual  training  was  employed. 

The  work  of  the  domestic  science  department  is  all  done  in  the 
high  school  building,  the  girls  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades 
coming  there  for  an  hour  once  a  week. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  a  public  exhibition  was  given  of  the  work 
of  the  three  departments,  drawing,  manual  training,  and  domestic 
science.  The  work  of  all  three  departments  was  very  highly  com- 
mended both  by  our  own  people  and  by  visitors  from  schools  of  other 
cities. 

By  an  (Elson)  art  exhibition  in  April  $350.00  was  raised,  all  of 
which  is  to  be  expended  in  pictures  for  the  schools,  the  School 
Board  having  generously  offered  to  pay  for  the  framing. 

The  special  city  charter,  under  which  Franklin  has  been  governed 
for  more  than  forty  years  was  surrendered  and  at  the  February 
election  became  a  city  of  the  third  class.  Under  the  provisions  of 
the  law  a  full  board  of  school  "controllers"  was  elected  in  place  of 
the  old  board  of  "directors."  Under  the  charter  the  directors  were 
elected  by  the  voters  of  the  entire  city;  now,  the  controllers  are 
elected  by  wards — a  change  of  doubtful  value. 

In  September,  Prof.  Chas.  E.  Lord,  re-elected  as  principal  of  the 
high  school  for  the  year,  died  at  the  home  of  his  father-in-law  in 
Massachusetts  where,  as  had  been  his  custom  for  years,  he  was 
spending  his  summer  vacation  with  his  family.  Prof.  Lord  had  been 
for  more  than  twenty  years  connected  with  the  schools  of  Franklin 
as  principal  of  the  high  school,  having  also  served  one  term  as  city 
superintendent. 

Fitting  exercises  commemorative  of  his  life  and  long  service  in  the 
Franklin  schools,  were  held  in  the  assembly  room  at  which  eulogistic 
addresses  were  made  by  his  pastor,  and  by  a  number  of  his  former 
pupils,  who  held  him  in  the  highest  esteem. 
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GREENSBURG— Thos.  S.  March. 


The  school  year  of  1909-10  began  with  sixty  teachers  and  the 
superintendent  in  their  places,  it  was  seen  immediately  that  an 
additional  teacher  would  be  required,  so  that  the  second  month 
began  with  sixty-two  employed.  This  is  five  more  than  the  preced- 
ing year.  A  new  eight-room  building  was  opened  in  the  seventh 
ward.  It  is  a  beautiful  structure  of  stone  and  brick  with  tile  roof 
of  Collegiate  Gothic  architecture.  It  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  a 
double  fan  hot  air  system  and  has  individual  cloak  rooms  for  each 
room.     Seven  of  the  rooms  in  this  building  were  in  use. 

A  number  of  alterations  were  made  in  the  high  school  building 
and  a  chemical  laboratory  was  equipped  with  the  latest  appliances 
at  considerable  expense,  the  old  one  having  been  found  inadequate 
to  the  growing  needs  of  the  school.  A  botanical  laboratory  was 
equipped  through  the  liberality  of  the  trustees  of  the  Underwood 
fund. 

The  growth  of  the  high  school  is  an  indication  of  the  healthy 
educational  sentiment  of  the  town.  During  this  year  there  were 
370  pupils  enrolled  out  of  the  total  enrollment  of  2707  in  the  schools. 
This  a  little  less  than  fourteen  per  cent,  of  the  total  number, 
which  must  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  state  in  towns  of  10,000  inhab- 
itants or  more.  On  the  eighth  of  June  twenty-seven  pupils  were 
graduated,  of  whom  sixteen  were  boys,  and  eleven  girls.  This  large 
proportion  of  boys  is  unusual  and  speaks  well  for  the  school. 

Mr.  Ben  G.  Graham,  who  has  been  principal  of  the  high  school  for 
the  last  two  years  has  accepted  a  position  in  the  Pittsburg  High 
School  at  a  greatly  increased  salary.  He  is  a  man  of  unusual 
ability  as  a  teacher,  and  exceptional  as  an  organizer.  The  school 
will  lose  a  very  efficient  principal. 

In  December  and  January  western  Pennsylvania  suffered  a  great 
deal  from  the  drouth.  The  schools  of  Greensburg  were  closed  dur 
ing  one  week  in  December  for  lack  of  water,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
use  of  temporary  expedients  that  the  high  school  building  could 
be  kept  open  and  heated  during  the  time  of  the  county  institute. 
All  of  our  buildings  have  been  so  adjusted  that  a  repetition  of  this 
condition  is  not  to  be  expected. 

We  had  a  very  successful  institute  this  year,  in  which  the  teachers 
of  Greensburg  joined  those  of  the  county  in  the  Greensburg  High 
School  auditorium.  One  of  the  features  of  the  institute  was  an  ex- 
hibition of  work  from  various  representative  schools  of  the  county. 
The  instruction  given  to  the  institute  was  of  a  very  high  order. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  school  board  of  Greens- 
burg  took  up  the  subjects  of  medical  inspection  and  manual  train- 
ing and  domestic  science.  The  committee  on  janitors  and  sanitation 
were  authorized  to  join  with  the  health  board  and  town  council 
in  providing  for  medical  inspection  of  the  schools  for  the  coining 
year,  and  a  special  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  and 
report  on  the  subject  of  manual  training  and  domestic  science. 
It  has  practically  been  decided  to  introduce  all  of  these  features. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  new  year  the  board  with  practical 
unanimity  elected  a  corps  of  sixty-four  teachers,  exclusive  of  the 
teachers  of  manual  training  and  domestic  science  who  will  be 
selected  later.  Altogether  it  looks  as  if  we  are  about  to  enter  upon  a 
very  successful  and  important  school  year. 


GREENVILLE— G.  B.  Gerberich. 


The  school  term  for  the  year  closed  on  May  27.  The  work  of 
the  year  was  good  throughout.  None  of  the  teachers  employed 
during  the  past  year  were  without  previous  experience.  Only  four 
changes  were  made  in  the  teaching  force.  Two  of  the  teachers  left 
to  do  advanced  work  in  higher  institutions.  A  general  increase 
in  salaries  was  made.  These  conditions  give  stability  and  effective- 
ness to  the  work,  most  desirable  qualities  in  school  success. 

During  the  term  special  stress  was  laid  upon  the  fundamentals 
ii!  the  school  studies,  writing,  spelling,  reading  and  language  ex- 
pression. There  are  so  many  new  ideas  clamoring  for  attention  and 
introduction  that  the  more  necessary  foundation  studies  are  liable 
to  suffer,  unless  carefully  watched  and  followed  up. 

Departmental  teaching  has  been  carried  on  very  successfully  in 
the  eighth  grade  for  a  number  of  years.  The  result  of  this  kind  of 
work  is  very  evident,  an  advantage  to  both  teachers  and  pupils.  With 
fewer  subjects  the  teacher  is  better  prepared,  the  teaching  more 
effective,  and  the  pupils  retain  more  interest  in  the  studies.  The 
promotion  exercises  of  the  eighth  grade  were  held  in  the  High 
School  Auditorium  on  the  afternoon  of  May  27,  when  a  class  of 
seventy  was  promoted. 

The  enrollment  during  the  past  year  was  the  largest  ever  recorded 
in  the  High  Schools,  the  number  reaching  two  hundred  twenty-six. 
This  taxed  the  capacity  of  our  building  to  the  utmost.  Over  eigh- 
teen per  cent,  of  our  school  population  is  enrolled  in  the  high  school. 
A  number  of  the  graduates  of  the  rural  schools  attend  the  high 
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school.  They  form  a  very  efficient  part  of  the  student  body.  Town- 
ship Boards  of  Education  begin  to  be  more  interested  in  those  pupils 
who  desire  more  than  the  elementary  school  training.  They  en- 
courage the  continuance  of  study  by  such  pupils.  Early  in  the  term 
our  Board  of  Education  invited  the  Boards  of  the  surrounding  dis 
tricts  to  a  meeting  in  which  our  possibilities  were  indicated  and  a 
better  mutual  understanding  reached.  The  additional  appropriation 
to  townships  for  such  pupils  is  also  an  incentive. 

A  class  of  thirty-five,  eleven  boys  and  twenty-four  girls,  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  school,  graduated  from  the  high  school.  Many 
of  these  have  already  planned  to  attend  college.  A  number  of  those 
who  took  the  commercial  course  have  found  employment  in  local 
industrial  establishments  with  advanced  standing.  A  community 
can  do  very  much  in  the  way  of  creating  the  sentiment  to  complete 
a  high  school  course  at  least.  At  the  opening  of  the  school  term, 
the  high  school  was  splendidly  equipped  with  both  a  physical  and  a 
chemical  laboratory  at  an  expense  of  several  thousand  dollars. 
This  was  a  much  needed  improvement  and  was  thoroughly  appre- 
ciated by  the  students  and  teachers.  With  this  equipment  added 
we  feel  that  we  have  a  really  first  class  high  school. 

During  the  second  week  of  March,  State  College  held  for  five 
days  and  evenings  one  of  its  "Farmer's  Week"  schools  in  Green- 
ville, using  our  High  School  Auditorium  for  the  main  room.  This 
was  not  a  farmer's  institute,  but  the  Agricultural  Department  of 
State  College,  brought  to  us  a  free  course  in  scientific  agriculture 
and  its  allied  industries.  Twelve  of  their  regular  instructors,  in- 
cluding the  President  and  three  prominent  men  from  other  states 
constituted  the  teaching  force.  A  series  of  about  fifty  hour-and-a- 
half  lectures  following  a  printed  schedule  were  given.  Our  classes 
in  Botany.  Agriculture  and  Chemistry  attended  some  of  these  lec- 
tures. Over  four  hundred  students  were  enrolled  from  twelve  differ- 
ent counties.  It  was  a  new  idea  in  the  economy  and  correlation  of 
industrial  and  educational  forces  in  the  state,  but  it  was  a  success 
and  more  will  be  heard  of  it.  State  College  was  pleased,  our  schools 
were  pleased  and  much  benefited,  and  northwestern  Pennsylvania 
received  an  awakening. 


HANOVER— J.  C.  Carey. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been,  in  spite  of  some  hindrances,  a  very 
satisfactory  and  successful  one.  An  epidemic  of  measles  which 
slowly  spread  through  the  whole  town  interfered  with  attendance 
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in  the  lower  grade  schools  and  interrupted  school  work  greatly.  In 
January  the  influx  of  many  beginners  necessitated  the  placing  of 
two  first  grade  schools  on  half  time. 

Drawing  was  introduced  into  all  the  schools  and  a  competent 
supervisor,  who  also  assisted  with  other  work  in  the  high  school, 
was  placed  in  charge.  Children  and  parents  showed  much  interest 
in  the  work  and  exceedingly  good  results  were  obtained. 

The  Annual  Patrons'  Day  was  observed  May  12th,  when  about 
one  thousand  visits  were  recorded  in  the  various  schools.  Visitors 
were  given  an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  work  of  the  children, 
which  was  on  exhibition  and  also  to  listen  to  the  recitations.  This 
visiting  day,  though  a  trying  one  for  teachers  and  pupils  alike, 
seems  to  repay  well  for  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  it  causes. 

A  class  of  twenty  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  and  seventy- 
four  certificates  of  promotion  were  presented  at  the  grammar  school 
commencement  exercises. 

The  question  of  medical  inspection  was  agitated  again  but  nothing 
definite  in  that  direction  has  been  accomplished.  We  shall  con- 
tinue urging  the  matter  and  hope  for  results  soon. 

Our  town  continues  to  grow  and  since  all  available  school  room 
space  is  occupied,  another  building  is  imperative. 

The  issuing  of  employment  certificates  has  not  proved  a  difficult 
task  and  already  has  paid  for  its  trouble  by  the  good  it  has  enabled  us 
to  do  in  keeping  children  under  age  in  school.  But  one  affidavit  of 
age  has  been  necessary. 

The  most  needed  things  in  our  school  system  are  a  satisfactory 
School  Code  and  a  uniform  course  of  study  for  High  Schools  em- 
phasizing the  practical  studies,  with  authority  to  maintain  it. 


HARRISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


Some  idea  of  the  educational  progress  of  the  year  in  Harrisburg, 
may  be  gained  by  a  mere  recital  of  a  few  of  the  changes  which  have 
been  made  in  the  rules  of  the  Board.  Among  these,  we  take  pleasure 
in  recording  advanced  salary  schedules  in  the  high  schools  and  in 
the  grades,  increased  salaries  of  principals  and  special  teachers, 
the  provision  made  for  the  regular  employment  of  experienced  sub- 
stitutes, for  the  half-pay  of  teachers  absent  on  account  of  personal 
illness  or  of  death  in  the  immediate  family,  two  days'  visitation  of 
schools  on  ithe  part  of  all  teachers  without  loss  of  pay,  and  a  more 
ainif(or;n  gracing  and  promotion  system  in  the  high  schools. 
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The  year  has  been  further  marked  by  an  increase  of  fourteen  in 
the  teaching  force,  by  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupils  enrolled,  added  facilities  in  the  supervision  of  special  depart- 
ments, the  occupancy  of  two  new  school  buildings,  renewed  inter- 
est in  industrial  education,  as  manifested  in  the  new  technical  high 
school,  now  in  process  of  construction,  the  purchase  of  added  ground 
for  the  expansion  of  the  general  high  school,  the  provision  for 
future  growth  in  the  securing  of  desirable  school  sites  in  outlying 
sections,  and,  in  fact,  by  the  provision,  in  general,  of  such  facilities 
and  improvements  as  circumstances  and  conditions  have  demanded. 

In  teaching,  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  conducted  along  the 
usual  lines.  A  course  in  local  geography  was  begun  in  September, 
and  the  course  in  general  geography  has  been  adapted  to  new  texts 
which  were  adopted  one  year  ago.  Special  stress  has  been  laid  on 
the  subject  of  penmanship,  since  the  visit  of  Prof.  C.  G.  Prince,  of 
New  York,  formerly  the  supervisor  in  penmanship  in  the  City  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Mr.  Prince  gave  our  teachers  and  pupils  some 
very  valuable  and  helpful  information,  which  is  already  becoming 
fruitful   in   practical   results. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  Board  and  all  those  directly 
connected  with  the  work  of  supervision  and  teaching  have  labored 
shoulder  to  shoulder  in  an  effort  to  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
best  results  in  our  schools.  Special  mention  is  also  due  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  for  helpfulness  and  encouragement 
rendered. 


HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 


Annexation  of  the  suburbs  of  Hazleton  added  twenty-three  schools. 
Our  teaching  force  for  the  coming  year  will  number  one-hundred  and 
two. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  our  Board  does  not  consider  the 
applications  of  persons  who  hold  a  certificate  of  less  value  than  a 
State  Normal  Diploma,  we  had  seventy-five  applicants  for  twenty- 
five  positions.  From  so  large  a  number  we  were  enabled  to  select 
many  first  class  teachers. 

The  annexation  of  these  outlying  districts  will  make  it  necessary 
for  the  Board  to  erect  at  least  two  new  school  buildings  in  the  near 
future,  and  enlarge  the  High  School  Building. 

The  maximum  salary  of  grade  teachers  was  increased  to  six 
hundred  dollars  ($600)  per  school  year  of  ten  (10)  months. 
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For  several  years  our  course  of  study  has  included  industrial  work 
in  the  first  six  grades  of  our  schools.  The  Board  of  Controllers, 
during  the  past  term  decided  to  extend  industrial  training  through 
the  7th,  8th  and  9th  grades  by  introducing  shop  woodwork  for  the 
boys  of  those  grades,  and  cooking  and  sewing  for  the  girls.  We 
hope  to  add  to  these  courses  from  time  to  time  until  they  embrace 
all  that  has  been  found  valuable  and  practicable  for  the  public 
schools  of  a  small  city. 

The  sentiment  of  the  community  in  favor  of  the  best  that  can  be 
given  the  children  of  the  Public  Schools,  is  constantly  growing  and 
is  a  matter  of  much  encouragement  and  inspiration  to  those  who 
have  been  in  the  front  of  the  conflict  for  many  years. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


With  the  advent  of  the  school  year  1000-1910,  was  begun  a  new 
era  for  the  Hazle  township  school  district.  The  thickly  populated 
part  of  the  district  which  was  surrounding  and  contiguous  to  the 
city  of  Hazleton  was  annexed  to  the  city  and  became  a  part  of  the 
school  district  of  the  city  of  Hazleton.  This  action  left  as  the 
Hazle  township  school  district,  the  towns,  villages,  and  settlements 
around  the  collieries  of  the  anthracite  mines,  which  is  the  principal 
industry  of  the  township. 

There  were  eighty-two  (S2)  teachers  in  the  corps  of  the  school 
district  before  the  annexation  proceedings.  During  the  year  just 
closed  there  were  sixty  (60)  and  the  same  number  are  elected  to 
conduct  the  schools  for  the  year  1910-1011.  The  enrollment  of  pupils 
of  both  last  year  and  the  coming  year  was  and  will  be  about  2200. 

Probably  the  most  marked  advancement  of  the  school  district  is 
the  erection  of  a  new  high  school.  This  building  costing  about 
$50,000,  of  brick  construction  with  Indiana  limestone  cornices, 
trimmings  and  columns,  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy 
at  the  opening  of  the  next  school  term  in  September.  The  modern 
facilities  and  appointments  of  the  new  building  will  give  the  pupils 
advantages  possessed  by  few  and  excellled  by  none  of  the  school  dis- 
tricts of  the  State. 

It  is  highly  commendable  for  our  school   directors  to  offer  such 
advantages  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  district.     It  is  the  spirit 
of  progressiveness,  and  is  worthy  of  our  highest  endorsement. 
15 
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The  money  spent  in  the  erection  of  the  new  building  was  raised 
by  a  five  per  cent,  bond  issue,  which  was  sold  to  one  of  the  leading 
bankers  of  Philadelphia.  By  this  method  the  expense  of  the  im- 
provement is  borne  equally  by  the  taxpayers  for  the  next  twenty 
years,  while  the  tax  rate  for  general  school  purposes  for  the  ensuing 
year  is  over  two  mills  less  than  for  the  year  just  past. 

There  are  few  districts  in  the  State  which  give  such  splendid 
opportunities  for  observation  of  the  effect  of  the  Child  Labor  Law 
as  Hazle  township.  Much  of  the  population  of  the  township  is  of 
foreign  extraction,  who  desire  to  send  their  children  to  work  as 
soon  as  possible  at  the  expense  of  their  education.  We  have  been 
careful  in  the  issuance  of  employment  certificates  that  all  the  children 
can  read  and  write  as  readily  as  contemplated  by  the  Act.  The  result 
has  been  better  attendance  at  the  schools  and  a  higher  degree  of 
education  among  the  children.  The  good  results  of  the  Act  are  in- 
calculable. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  given 
and  shown  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  teachers,  directors  and  patrons.  My  thanks 
are  also  extended  to  the  public  press  for  its  fairness  in  discussing 
the  educational  affairs  of  the  district, 


HOMESTEAD— J.  M.  Norris. 


The  school  term  of  1909-1910  in  the  borough  of  Homestead  was  not 
marked  by  any  serious  change  or  indeed  any  marked  improvement. 
In  the  C.  M.  Schwab  Manual  Training  School  the  course  was  changed. 
Heretofore  each  pupil  was  permitted  to  make  some  large  object 
that  might  be  found  useful  in  the  home,  this  year  the  boys  were 
compelled  to  spend  much  time  in  perfecting  the  various  forms  of 
joints.  Neat  dovetailed  joints  require  great  care  and  serious  thought 
and  were  found  to  afford  splendid  training  along  this  line. 

The  course  in  cooking  was  somewhat  changed  to  meet  the  local 
needs  of  a  great  commercial  center.  The  baking  of  bread,  pies,  the 
preparing  of  the  less  expensive  cuts  of  meat  found  an  important 
place  in  the  training  of  our  girls,  many  of  whom  will  be  called  upon 
to  do  plain  cooking,  rather  than  the  fancy  cooking. 

We  regret  to  say  that  Professor  D.  W.  McKenney  who  for  ten 
years  had  been  in  charge  of  the  G.  M.  Schwab  Manual  Training 
School  has  gone  to  Billings,  Montanna,  to  take  charge  of  the  same 
line  of  work  there. 
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Few  teachers  ever  infuse  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  into  their  work 
that  Mr.  McKenney  did.     He  is  a  loss  to  this  community. 

We  feel  that  the  study  of  language  is  not  receiving  the  attention 
it  should  and  we  hope  to  see  some  improvement  in  this  respect  dur- 
ing the  coming  year. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  the  schools  in  the  borough  has  increased, 
and  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the  schools  was  greatly  increased 
during  the  last  year. 

This  increase  of  attendance  made  it  necessary  to  build  a  central 
school  to  take  care  of  the  increase. 

In  this  new  building  will  be  quartered  the  High  School.  The 
building  will  be  a  very  substantial  structure  of  23  rooms  that  will 
be  used  for  school  purposes  and  a  number  of  small  rooms  to  be  used 
as  retiring  rooms,  offices,  &c. 

The  cost  will  be  about  $150,000. 

We  have  been  much  edified  with  the  visit  of  Mr.  Hertzog,  of  the 
Department. 


HUNTINGDON— E.  R.  Barclay. 


During  the  year  just  closed  we  were  busy  using  all  available 
material  at  our  command  to  improve  the  quality  and  efficiency  of 
the  work  done  in  our  schools.  We  aimed  to  be  thorough  in  our 
teaching  and  sane  in  our  methods.  We  did  nothing  new  or  startling 
but  claim  that  we  did  do  somethings  better  this  year  than  they  were 
done  last  year.  In  no  case  have  we  sacrificed  the  constant  and 
essential  elements  of  a  common  school  education  for  the  so-called 
up-to-date  stuff  of  the  now  fashionable  course  of  study.  We  still 
teach  reading,  writing,  and  the  multiplication  table  without  offering 
any  apology  for  doing  the  same. 

The  health  and  attendance  of  our  pupils  were  excellent  and  we 
had  few  hindrances  to  success.  The  work  done  by  most  teachers 
was  highly  creditable;  in  a  few  cases  it  was  heroic  and  self-sacrific- 
ing and  I  am  sorry  that  our  Board  does  not  see  fit  to  reward  the 
excellent  teacher  with  a  higher  salary.  Our  grade  schools  are  gen- 
erally well  equipped  and  are  doing  excellent  work,  but  our  high 
school  needs  a  better  equipment  for  the  teaching  of  science,  and  a 
salary  roll  high  enough  to  attract  and  keep  good  teachers. 

We  hereby  thank  all  those  who  have  in  any  way  helped  us  to  make 
our  work  pleasant  and  profitable,  and  especially  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction. 
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JEANNETTE— T.  B.  Shank. 


Our  schools  closed  on  June  the  third,  with  what  we  like  to  think 
was  a  very  successful  year.  At  any  rate  nothing  happened  to  mar 
the  session  and  we  really  think  that  we  made  progress.  The  schools 
of  Pennsylvania  are  making  progress  every  year  whether  the  "Code" 
passes  or  not  and  the  older  we  grow,  the  more  we  are  persuaded  that 
the  schools  of  this  state  are  fortunate  that  they  have  so  little  inter- 
ference from  the  Department.  Every  locality  should  work  out  its 
own  salvation;  every  locality  has  its  peculiar  problems  and  they  have 
to  be  met  by  the  local  authorities.  No  one  can  understand  them 
better  and  the  more  that  we  see  of  the  school  men  of  the  state,  the 
more  we  are  convinced  that  they  are  all  earnest  men,  meeting  their 
responsibilities  in  the  best  possible  manner.  And  when  we  look 
around  our  state,  we  must  be  convinced  that  our  schools  can't  be 
behind  or  the  results  in  the  state  in  every  avenue  of  life  would  not 
be  so  good. 

We  are  building  an  eight-room  building  with  an  auditorium  on  the 
third  floor.  The  building  will  be  as  nearly  perfect  in  every  way 
as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  make  it.  This  has  become  necessary  on 
account  of  the  large  increase  in  our  high  school,  which  has  grown 
from  thirty-five  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  in  five  years.  This,  by 
the  way,  is  certainly  a  good  showing  for  our  state  and  which  is 
true  in  nearly  every  part  of  it. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Department  for  courteous  and  helpful 
attention  during  the  year. 


JOHNSTOWN— James  N.  Muir. 


I  hereby  submit  my  fifth  annual  report  for  the  Public  Schools  of 
Johnstown  city  for  the  school  year  1909-1010,  and  the  twentieth 
annual  report  since  the  consolidation  of  the  city.  The  growth  of  the 
schools  has  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  city. 

School  Attendance. 

The  total  enrollment  in  all  the  schools  during  the  term  was 
0,989.  Of  this  number  57S  were  enrolled  in  the  High  School.  6,472 
pupils  were  reported  for  the  second  school  month,  which  was  the 


No.  6.  JOHNSTOWN.  209 

greatest  monthly  enrollment  during  the  term.  Of  this  number  575 
pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  High  School.  There  was  a  gradual  fall- 
ing off  in  attendance  from  the  second  month  to  the  end  of  the  term, 
with  6,121  pupils  enrolled  during  the  ninth  school  month,  which 
was  247  over  the  ninth  school  month  last  year. 

77  seniors  received  diplomas  of  graduation,  32  boys  and  45  girls. 
261  pupils  were  given  certificates  of  promotion  and  are  entitled  to 
enter  High  School  in  the  fall.  We  may  expect  650  pupils  in  the 
High  School  next  year. 

The  honor  roll  for  the  year  shows  a  total  number  of  483,  52  from 
the  High  School  and  431  from  the  elementary  grades.  The  everage 
attendance  for  the  ninth  school  month  was  5,620;  for  the  term, 
5,795.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  ninth  school  month  was 
94;  for  the  term,  93. 

Promotion  of  Pupils. 

6,989  pupils  were  enrolled  at  the  close  of  the  ninth  school  month. 
Of  this  number  4,237  were  regularly  promoted,  1,504  completed  a  half 
year's  work,  and  629  failed  to  make  their  promotions.  179  of  these 
pupils  were  beginners  at  mid  year. 

The  number  of  pupils  lost  during  the  term  by  removals  from  the 
city  was  232 ;  the  number  lost  by  death,  12 ;  the  number  permanently 
dropped  from  the  roll  on  account  of  sickness,  98;  the  number  who 
left  school  during  the  year  to  engage  in  regular  work,  207;  the  num- 
ber who  left  school  during  the  year  for  no  apparent  good  reason,  70. 

Table  showing  ages  of  pupils  who,  on  June  1,  1910,  completed  the 
elementary  course  of  study  and  are  entitled  to  enter  High  School 
in  the  fall: 

No. 

Buildings.  Ages  of  Pupils.  Pupils.  Av.  Age. 

18     17     16     15     14     13     12 

Union  Street, 3  6  5  11 

Adam  Street, 1     ..  3  7  4  1 

Dibert  Street 2       3  5  10  5  1 

Somerset  Street, 2  4  9  15  6 

Meadowvale,    5  9  10  7 

Osborne,    4  5  8  10  5 

Hudson  Street, 1  6  9  12  3 

Cypress  Avenue, 3  8  11  7  2 

Bheam,    2  5  9  4 

Coopersdale,    1  3  5  3  1 


25  14.5 
16  15.4 

26  15.8 
35  14.7 

31  14.4 

32  15.3 

31  15.1 

32  15.4 
20  14.7 
13  15.5 


3     12     44     79     80     41       2  261  15.08 

Annual  Teachers'   Institute. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  High  School  Auditorium 
the  week  beginning  August  30,  1909.  The  instructors  were  Mr. 
Charles  Zueblin,  Publicist,  Boston,  Mass.;  Dr.  J.  George  Becht, 
Principal   Clarion   State  Normal   School;    Supt.   Keed   B.   Teitrick, 

14—6—1910 
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DeputyState  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ; 
Supt.  Stanley  Brown,  Principal  Township  High  School,  Joliet,  111. 
Miss  Xell  C.  Krumrae  directed  the  music. 

The  summary  of  the  improvements  for  the  past  decade  was  given 
in  a  paper  by  Mr.  John  D.  Walker,  President  of  the  Board,  before 
the  State  Directors'  Association,  held  in  Harrisburg,  in  February. 
This  paper  shows  that  the  Board  is  not  unmindful  of  the  present 
material  needs.  The  paper  is  given  in  full  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Journal  of  Education. 

40  new  schoolrooms  have  been  built,  completed,  and  equipped  since 
I  have  taken  up  my  work  here.  This  has  relieved  the  enormous  con- 
gestion of  our  schools  and  has  placed  them  at  the  present  time  in 
better  condition,  numerically,  than  any  other  school  system  of  like 
size  in  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  enrolled  during  the  year  was  39. 
The  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  during  the  year,  31.  It  is 
evident  from  these  facts  that  such  numbers  promote  good  health  in 
the  schoolroom. 

Our  new  buildings  are  well  built.  They  have  the  best  ventilating 
system  yet  devised.  We  have  made  tremendous  strides  during 
these  few  years  to  protect  the  health  of  the  child. 

The  pressing  need  at  the  present  time  is  a  new  High  School  build- 
ing. This  seems  to  be  an  extraordinary  demand  to  make  upon  the 
city  at  this  time,  but  our  trouble  is  that  of  every  other  growing 
city  and  town.  School  accommodations  are  never  in  advance  of  popu- 
lation, but  population  is  .always  crowding  school  accommodations. 
In  meeting  the  present  need  of  the  hour  in  extending  our  new  build- 
ings, this  Board  has  done  well,  but  if  we  wish  to  extend  the  scope 
of  the  school  system  to  meet  the  modern  business  and  industrial 
demands,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  more  commodious  High  School 
building  than  we  have  at  the  present  time. 

More  than  ordinary  attention  was  given  to  the  thoroughness  in  the 
work  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year  in  every  department.  The 
Primary,  Drawing  and  Music  Supervisors  gave  much  extra  time  and 
held  special  grade  meetings  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  work  of  the 
schools.  Miss  Cooper,  Primary  Supervisor,  met  the  training  class 
every  Monday  afternoon,  at  4  o'clock  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
year.  The  training  class  is  the  most  profitable  feature  of  the  cadet 
system. 

Now  a  word  concerning  the  children  who  leave  school  between 
the  age  of  14  and  16,  those  who  come  to  us  for  a  child  labor  certificate. 
In  looking  over  the  records  of  the  employment  certificates  of  the 
new  child  labor  law,  which  went  into  effect  January  1,  1910,  I  took 
the  following  data  from  the  first  200  certificates  issued.  Out  of 
the  first  100,  13  certificates  were  issued  to  children  in  the  fourth 
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grade,  23  in  the  fifth  grade,  38  in  the  sixth  grade,  15  in  the  seventh 
grade,  9  in  the  eighth  grade,  and  2  in  the  first  year,  High  School. 
Out  of  the  second  100,  7  certificates  were  issued  to  children  in  the 
third  grade,  15  in  the  fourth  grade,  28  in  the  fifth  grade,  23  in  the 
sixth  grade,  18  in  the  seventh  grade,  8  in  the  eighth  grade,  and  1  in 
the  first  year,  High  School.  74  per  cent,  of  the  first  100  was  issued 
to  pupils  who  did  not  complete  the  sixth  grade,  and  73  per  cent, 
of  the  second  100  was  issued  to  pupils  who  did  not  complete  the 
sixth  grade.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  fair  estimate,  from  the 
figures  that  I  have  gone  over,  to  state  that  three-fourth  of  all  the  chil- 
dren who  obtain  employment  certificates  between  the  age  of  14  and  16 
do  not  complete  the  first  six  grades  in  the  elementary  schools. 

Public  opinion  regarding  our  schools  is  generally  based  on  the 
ability  of  the  children  from  these  grades  who  go  to  work.  This  is 
unfair  and  unjust  to  the  public  schools  to  base  opinion  on  such 
evidence.  It  is  evident  from  the  facts  that  I  have  given  you  that 
these  pupils  are  retarded  in  their  work;  in  other  words,  mentally 
retarded.  Physically  they  are  undeveloped.  Many  of  them  are 
undersize,  poorly  clad,  and  seemingly  underfed,  and  in  many  cases 
the  children  are  not  to  blame  for  their  eagerness  to  go  to  work  as 
the  parents  are  to  send  them.  This  is  the  unsolved  problem  of  child 
labor. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  helped  to  make  the  closing  year  a 
successful  one. 


KANE— T.  G.  McCleary. 


The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year  was  1464, 
205  of  which  were  in  the  high  school.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance 
was  95. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Our  teachers 
are  well  equipped  both  naturally  and  educationally  and  worked 
faithfully  for  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils  and  the  community. 

The  pupils  not  only  made  rapid  progress  in  the  class  room  but 
in  the  county  contests,  they  proved  themselves  to  be  leaders.  The 
following  shows  the  contests  entered  and  the  results: — the  painting 
and  drawing  exhibit  at  the  county  fair,  under  the  direction  of 
County  Superintendent  Bayle,  Kane  received  first  prize;  the  athletic 
contest  at  the  county  fair  resulted  in  first  place  coming  to  Kane; 
the  oratorical  contest,  in  connection  with  the  County  Teachers'  Insti- 
tute, also  gave  Kane  first  place,  the  contestants  winning  every 
point,  including  debate,  oration,  essay  and  declamation. 


212  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

We  moved  into  our  new  high  school  building  this  year,  the  dedica- 
tory exercises  taking  place  on  October  1st,  1909.  Dr.  M.  J.  Sweeney, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education,  presided  and  made  the  opening 
address  which  was  clean  cut  and  to  the  point.  Isaac  C.  Ketler, 
President  of  Grove  City  College,  in  a  scholarly  manner,  delivered 
the  dedicatory  addresss.  Kemarks  were  made  by  Burgess  M.  J. 
Fitzgerald,  W.  P.  Eckles,  Principal  of  the  Kane  schools  twenty-four 
years  ago,  David  Howells,  W.  H.  Davis  and  other  leading  citizens. 

The  building  is  very  attractive  and  substantial  in  appearance  and 
is  located  on  Chestnut  street,  opposite  Evergreen  Park,  which  makes 
a  very  fine  location  for  school  purposes.  In  arrangement  and  design 
ic  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  state.  It  contains  twenty-five  rooms,  in- 
cluding an  Auditorium,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  600,  two  beautiful 
rooms  for  the  public  and  school  library,  superintendent's  office, 
director's  rooms,  sewing  room,  mechanical  drawing  room  and  High 
School  preparatory  consisting  of  four  rooms  on  the  first  floor;  study 
hall,  high  school,  principal's  office,  teacher's  rest  room,  commercial 
department,  laboratory,  science  lecture  room  and  five  other  class 
rooms,  on  second  floor ;  domestic  science  laboratory,  manual  training 
shop,  gymnasium,  shower  bath  rooms,  dressing  and  coat  rooms  and 
heating  and  ventilating  system  in  the  basement.  The  school  plot 
contains  four  acres  and  has  been  graded  in  an  artistic  manner.  In 
the  rear  of  the  building  will  be  our  athletic  field. 

During  the  year,  we  carefully  graded  the  schools  which  has 
previously  been  very  difficult  on  account  of  the  congested  condition. 
Our  new  building  brought  us  the  desired  relief  and  we  lack  nothing 
necessary  for  effective  work.  The  high  school  preparatory,  which 
covers  1£  years  work  has  been  moved  to  the  high  school  building 
and  we  can  see  a  great  advantage  in  having  them  in  the  same  build- 
ing. The  department  of  domestic  science  and  art  was  opened  in 
September  and  good  work  was  done  in  both  cooking  and  sewing.  We 
are  grateful  to  many  of  our  citizens  for  valuable  equipment  presented 
to  the  department.  The  department  of  manual  training  was  opened 
in  January  and  many  of  the  boys  showed  considerable  talent  in  both 
shop  and  drawing  room.  The  Board  of  Education  and  the  com- 
munity feel  greatly  indebted  to  the  family  of  the  late  Joshua  Davis 
for  equipping  this  department  in  a  first  class  manner,  at  their  own 
expense.  The  public  and  school  library  was  opened  to  the  public 
in  May.  We  have  3000  volumes  and  during  the  first  three  months 
had  789  borrowers.  We  are  specially  indebted  to  the  Kane  Study 
Club  for  their  faithful  work  towards  a  library  during  the  past  two 
years;  to  Mr.  John  Cambell,  who  equipped  the  room  and  provided  a 
number  of  very  valuable  sets  of  books ;  to  the  Philomathean  Club ;  to 
M.  J.  Sweeney,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  library  commission  and  to 
many  others  who  rendered  valuable  service. 
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We  were  very  fortunate  in  our  teaching  corps,  no  serious  illness 
among  them  and  we  did  not  have  a  resignation  during  the  year, 
which  is  something  unusual.  A  new  salary  schedule  and  a  new 
teachers  contract  were  important  factors  in  retaining  them. 

A  class  of  nineteen  were  graduated  from  high  school,  five  less  than 
last  year.  The  Baccalaureate  sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev.  George 
A.  Sutton,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Other  exercises 
were  class  night,  commencement  night  and  reception  and  banquet  by 
the  alumni  association.  This  was  our  first  commencement  in  the 
new  auditorium  and  it  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  say  that  one  of  the  greatest  factors  in  making 
our  schools  a  success  during  the  past  year  has  been  our  Board  of 
Education,  they  have  worked  as  one  man,  without  selfish  motives,  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  schools  and  the  community.  They  did  the 
thing  they  thought  to  be  right  without  regard  for  popular  favor. 


KITTANNING— F.  W.  Goodwin. 


The  school  year  just  closed,  with  us,  was  marked  by  very  satisfac- 
tory results  along  all  lines. 

The  increased  attendance  in  the  High  School  necessitated  the  add- 
ing of  another  teacher  to  the  faculty.  This  made  it  possible  to  estab- 
lish a  regular  department  of  English.  Prof.  R.  E.  Blakeslee,  a 
graduate  of  Columbia  University  was  secured  for  the  position.  The 
results  have  more  than  justified  the  action  of  the  board  both  in  estab- 
lishing the  department  and  in  the  selection  of  the  teacher. 

Two  well  organized  literary  societies  in  the  High  School  and  one  ia 
the  Grammar  School  added  materially  to  the  success  of  the  school. 
These  societies  are  under  the  close  supervision  of  teachers  who  see 
that  the  work  is  done  rather  than  do  it  themselves. 

But  one  change  was  made  in  the  teaching  force  in  the  grades  for 
the  year.  This  materially  lessened  the  work  of  supervision  as 
practically  every  teacher  had  done  very  satisfactory  work  the  pre- 
vious year.  Yet  we  are  a  firm  believer  in  the  saying  that  "Eternal 
vigilence  is  the  price  of  success." 

The  change  in  the  issuing  of  labor  certificates  has  proved  entirely 
satisfactory  with  us.  Fully  one  third  less  were  issued  than  during 
the  previous  year.  A  very  efficient  truant  officer  made  the  enforce- 
ment of  attendance  law  a  success  in  every  sense  of  that  term. 
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Our  Board  has  decided  to  build  a  modern  High  School  building  at 
once,  W.  G.  Eckles,  of  New  Castle,  Pa.,  has  been  engaged  to  prepare 
plans  and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
about  the  first  of  the  coming  January.  This  building,  when  com- 
pleted, will  furnish  all  necessary  accommodations  for  our  schools  for 
some  time  to  come. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  so  generously 
contributed  to  the  success  of  our  schools,  and  especially  the  State 
Department  for  courtesies  extended  and  for  valuable  advice  given. 


LANCASTER— B.  K.  Buehrle. 


N.  B.  Some  words  in  this  report  are  printed  in  an  amended  form 
of  orthography  at  the  request  of  the  author. 

Buildings. 

The  year  lias  been  distinguisht  for  the  completion  of  two  admirably 
pland  two-story  school  houses  containing  twelv  rooms  each,  thus 
providing  for  the  proper  accomodation  of  six  hundred  pupils.  The 
sites  chosen  for  these  bildings  ar  the  very  best  in  the  city  and  in 
extent  mark  a  great  advance  over  those  of  previous  years.  There  wil 
be  ampl  room  for  play-grounds  and  school  gardens,  as  wel  as  for  the 
planting  of  flowers  and  shrubbery  for  ornamental  purposes.  The  cost 
of  both  wil  probably  not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  School  Board  has  long  felt  the  need  of  proper  quarters  and  the 
bilding  of  these  two  new  houses  has  made  it  possibl  to  transform  the 
Lafayette  school-hous  into  an  administration  bilding  containing 
offises  for  the  superintendent,  a  book-room,  two  committee  rooms, 
and  a  large  assembly  room  for  meetings  of  the  Board  and  of  the 
teachers.  It  is,  in  all  respects,  an  up-to-date  enterprise  and  has  met 
with  universal  approbation.  The  old  high  school,  now  a  boys'  high 
school  (for  Lancaster  does  not  provide  for  co-education  in  its  high 
school)  has  at  last  a  fully  completed  room  for  its  commercial  depart- 
ment and  for  drawing  which  is  equal  in  its  appointment  to  the  best 
in  cities  of  this  size.  The  purchase  of  a  site  for  another  school  has 
alredy  been  consummated  and  we  ar  looking  forward  to  another 
bilding  like  those  mentiond,  as  wel  as  to  a  new  bilding  for  our  boys' 
high  school  in  the  near  future. 
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Course  of  Study. 

In  the  cours  of  study  we  still  lack  a  cours  in  domestic  science  and 
P'ysical  training  for  the  girls  and  for  the  boys  manual  training,  a 
gymnasium  and  athletic  field. 

Administration. 

The  supervision  of  so  many  schools  by  one  person  has  for  sum 
years  been  felt  to  be  inadequate.  The  choice  lay  between  electing 
an  assistant  superintendent  or  extending  the  sfere  of  supervision  to 
Ward  principals  or  appointing  supervisors  of  certain  grades.  The 
last  scheme  was  adopted  and  a  supervisor  of  the  grades  of  the  first 
four  school  years  has  been  appointed.  This  is  regarded  as  quite  a 
step  in  advance  as  it  wil  enable  better  attention  to  be  given  to 
inexperienced  teachers  who  generally  hav  charge  of  thez  schools  and 
wil  giv  more  time  to  the  superintendent  for  the  higher  grades  which 
hav  suffered  considerably  in  recent  years  for  the  want  of  oversight. 

General  Eemarks. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  a  larger  number  of  our  boys  prepare 
for  and  enter  college  and  the  number  of  boys  and  girls  who  hav  taken 
the  commercial  cours  has  been  fenomenal. 

A  new  feature  in  our  school  work  eminently  proper  in  this  agri- 
cultural center  is  the  introduction  of  school  gardens  by  Miss  3. 
Grace  Hurst  in  our  Fremont  street  school.  The  zeal  of  this  teacher 
having  inspired  three  of  the  others  in  the  bilding  and  the  janitor  to 
assist  her  and  the  school  grounds  being  the  most  spacious  in  the  city 
and  our  representative  in  Congress,  Hon.  W.  W.  Griest  having  sup- 
plied seeds,  garden  plots  were  laid  out  for  a  large  number  of  the 
pupils.  The  children  had  charge  of  these  and  the  results  wer  sur- 
prisingly favorabl  and  wil  probably  lead  to  many  such  enterprises 
in  this  city. 

With  thanks  to  the  Department  for  any  favors  bestowed  in  my  long 
career  as  city  superintendent  and  especially  for  the  favor  of  having 
my  reports  printed  in  simplified  spelling  form  I  bring  this  report  to  a 
close. 


LANSFOKD— E.  E.  Kuntz. 


Again  we  are  able  to  report  a  most  successful  year  of  school  work. 
Due  to  a  late  opening,  on  account  of  the  unfinished  condition  of  one 
of  our  new  buildings,  our  schools  closed  later  than  usual,  June  23. 
Commencement  was  held  on  the  24th. 
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Our  graduating  class  numbered  only  eight  this  year,  five  boys  and 
three  girls,  to  have  more  boys  than  girls  in  a  mixed  high  school  class 
is  a  rare  occurrence. 

We  believe  we  have  accomplished  better  results  this  year  in  all  the 
grades,  and  especially  in  the  several  grades  below  the  high  school 
and  in  the  high  school  itself.  During  the  year  we  arranged  our 
high  school  course  to  conform  with  the  requirements  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  a  first  class  high  school.  There  were  added  two  teachers 
in  the  lower  grades  and  one  in  the  high  school. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1909,  a  new  four-room  annex 
was  built  in  the  west  ward  and  a  new  eight-room  building  in  the  east 
ward.  This  building  is  an  up-to-date  brick  structure  with  all  modern 
school  improvements.  The  new  building  was  dedicated  May  30th, 
and  new  flags  were  raised  over  both  the  west  and  east  ward  buildings. 
Preceding  the  dedicatory  exercises,  an  excellent  parade  was  made 
through  the  town.  The  parade  was  made  up  of  the  school  board, 
teachers,  school  children,  town  council,  secret  societies,  and  various 
orders.  Speeches  were  made  at  the  exercises  by  John  Fudge,  Pres. 
of  the  Board,  the  Superintendent  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Juniata 
College. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1077.  The  percentage  of  at- 
tendance for  the  year  was  94.  The  new  law  governing  the  issuing 
of  "Employment  Certificates"  has  been  of  great  aid  to  us  in  keeping 
up  the  attendance  and  enrollment.  We  increased  the  enrollment  by 
bringing  back  into  the  schools  many  boys  and  some  girls  not  able  to 
read  and  write  the  English  language  intelligently  who  had  been 
working  for  the  past  year  or  two. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  were  many  cases  of  measles,  scarlet 
fever,  and  diphtheria,  we  believe  our  attendance  average  is  very  good. 

We  feel  gratified  with  the  work  that  is  being  done  by  our  graduates 
who  go  to  higher  institutions.  Several  have  returned  from  their 
respective  schools  and  colleges  with  honors  and  gold  medals.  This 
year  there  were  eighteen  of  our  graduates  attending  college,  six  at- 
tending normal  schools,  and  several  took  business  college  course. 
This  representation  from  a  town  with  a  high  school  of  about  seventy- 
five  members  is  very  creditable. 

We  are  now  seriously  considering  manual  training  and  music 
in  our  schools.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  will  succeed  in  adding 
these  valuable  departments  to  our  school  curriculum. 

Many  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  the  courtesy  in  answering 
all  requests  for  information,  our  excellent  school  board,  and  a  loyal 
and  energetic  corps  of  teachers. 
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LEBANON— Edgar  Reed. 


The  schools  closed  for  the  term,  June  2,  with  an  enrollment  of 
2969.  Percentage  of  attendance  91.  The  work  of  the  year  was 
efficient,  due  to  the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  pupils,  patrons 
and  all  others  in  any  way  concerned  with  the  real  welfare  of  public 
education. 

The  ''Compulsory  Attendance  Law"  was  ably  enforced  by  the  at- 
tendance officer.  The  community  is  in  hearty  accord  with  the 
spirit  of  the  law.  The  two  parochial  schools  also  assisted  him  in 
the  enforcement  of  this  Act  among  their  children.  The  new  "Child 
Labor  Law,"'  since  it  went  into  operation,  has  had  a  wholesome  effect 
on  keeping  a  class  of  children  in  school  who  otherwise  would  have 
been  employed. 

Lebanon  held  its  first  Annual  Institute  separate  from  the  county 
during  the  year.  The  meetings  were  held  about  a  month  apart  on 
Friday  evenings  and  Saturday  mornings.  The  majority  of  the 
teachers  believe  that  this  plan  gives  better  results  than  holding  it 
on  consecutive  days.  Some  of  the  subjects  discussed  during  the  year 
are:  Reading,  Penmanship,  History,  Language,  Discipline,  Moral 
Training,  Adolescence,  The  Home  and  the  School,  School  Savings 
Banks,  Arithmetic,  Music,  and  Nature  Study. 

The  following  persons  addressed  the  Institute:  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs;  Miss  Margaret  Maguire,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.;  Dr.  Henry  T.  Colestock,  Bucknell  University;  Supt.  L.  E.  Mc- 
Ginnis,  Steelton,  Pa.;  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Juniata  College;  Dr.  J.  R. 
Street,  Syracuse  University;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr. 
G.  M.  Phillips,  West  Chester  Normal ;  Dr.  Thomas  Tapper,  New  York 
University;  Supt.  A.  S.  Martin,  Norristown,  Pa.;  Supt.  J.  M.  Cough- 
lin,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. ;  Mrs.  Emma  K.  Gordon,  Milton,  Mass. 

An  exhibition  of  the  work  in  manual  training,  domestic  science, 
and  physics  was  held  in  May.  More  than  600  patrons  and  citizens 
visited  these  departments  and  manifested  much  interest  in  the  results. 

A  class  of  43  was  graduated  from  the  High  School  and  94  will  enter 
next  term  from  the  ninth  grade. 
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LEW1STOWN— W.  F.  Kennedy. 


I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  my  supervision  of  the  Lewistown 
schools  during  the  year  just  closed. 

Statistical  Report. 

Number  of  Pupils  enrolled  in  all  schools, 1635 

Number  of  male  pupils  enrolled  in  all  schools, 845 

Number  of  female  pupils  enrolled  in  all  schools, 790 

Average  daily  attendance  in  all  schools, 1240 

Average  percentage  of  attendance,  all  schools,  92 

Number  of  pupils  attending  the  High  school,   215 

Number  of  male  pupils  attending  the  High  school, 100 

Number  of  female  pupils  attending  the  High  school, 115 

Number  of  pupils  graduated  from  the  High  school, 29 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  Junior  to  Senior  class,  ...  22 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  2nd  year  to  Junior  class,  .  31 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  1st  year  to  2nd  year  class  .  41 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  1st  grade  to  2nd  grade,  . . .  152 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  2nd  grade  to  3rd  grade,  . .  142 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  3rd  grade  to  4  th  grade,   .  .  1G3 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  4th  grade  to  5th  grade,  . . .  122 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  5th  grade  to  6th  grade,  . . .  12:5 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  6th  grade  to  7th  grade,  . . .  105 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  7th  grade  to  8th  grade,  ...  82 

Number  of  pupils  promoted  from  8th  grade  to  High  School,.  80 

Percentage  of  pupils  enrolled  the  9th  month,  promoted, S4^ 

Number  of  pupils  securing  certificates  of  perfect  attendance 

for  year,    > 159 

On  Sabbath  evening,  May  22ntl,  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  teachers  of  the  Public  Schools,  and  members  of  the  gradu- 
ating class,  attended  in  a  body  the  Baccalureate  services  held  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  pastor  of  the  church,  Dr.  Yocum.  On  Tuesday  evening,  May 
24th,  Class  Day  exercises  were  held  in  the  Opera  House,  and  on 
Thursday  evening  in  the  same  place  Commencement  exercises  were 
held,  when  Dr.  A.  S.  Harshberger,  President  of  the  School  Board, 
presented  diplomas  to  the  graduates. 

Of  the  29  graduates,  14  belonged  to  the  Commercial  Department, 
10  to  the  Science,  and  5  to  the  Academic.  The  highest  scholarship 
grade  for  the  year  was  98  4-5;  the  lowest  79.  19  of  the  class  were 
girls,  and  10  were  young  men. 
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During  the  last  month,  1307  pupils  were  in  attendance  in  all 
schools;  1144  in  the  primary  and  grammar  grades,  and  163  in  the 
High  School.  Of  the  1144  pupils  in  the  grades,  905  were  promoted, 
making  84|  per  cent,  of  the  last  month's  enrollment.  Some  of 
these  items  are  somewhat  less  than  that  of  last  year  due  to  the 
following  causes:  epidemics  of  measles  in  our  town  when  quarantine 
regulations  were  made  effective,  the  establishment  and  operation  of 
a  silk  mill,  taking  a  number  of  our  high  school  pupils,  and  the  con- 
tinued financial  depression,  causing  the  removal  of  many  families 
from  town.  You  will  observe  that  159  pupils  were  granted  certi- 
ficates for  perfect  attendance  for  the  year.  In  view  of  the  difficulties 
in  the  way,  I  consider  this  a  good  record.  Last  year  we  granted 
378  such  certificates. 

In  point  of  character  of  work  done  by  our  teachers,  I  feel  that 
we  are  fully  up  to  that  of  former  years,  and  in  some  lines  in  advance. 

Special  attention  was  given  by  me  to  the  work  in  spelling  of 
the  different  grades.  To  this  end,  joint  examinations  of  the  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  were  held  in  the  assembly  room. 
I  found  that  the  best  results  were  obtained  in  the  fifth  grade,  in 
which  grade  we  had  placed  last  year  a  book  adapted  to  that  year,  and 
which  displaced  the  regular  speller.  I  propose  continuing  this  plan 
in  the  fourth  and  sixth  grade  work. 

Not  only  were  examinations  held  by  me  during  the  last  month  in 
the  eighth  grade  work,  but  in  the  mid  year,  tests  were  made  in  the 
work  covered. 

Kegular  monthly  teachers'  meetings  were  held  for  the  purpose 
of  outlining  work,  the  discussion  of  school  problems,  and  also  the 
discussion  of  our  reading  course.  Also  several  special  evening 
meetings  were  held  to  discuss  particular  poerus.  I  highly  commend 
the  spirit  and  work  of  the  teachers  in  this  line.  It  was  in  advance 
of  anything  we  have  had  in  former  years.  Every  teacher  took  some 
active  part,  either  in  giving  a  talk  or  preparing  and  reading  a  paper, 
and  joining  in  general  discussion.  A  general  outline  of  the  work 
done  is  added  to  this  report. 

We  can  feel  some  degree  of  satisfaction  that  our  schools  have  at- 
tained their  present  standing.  But  we  should  not  relinquish  either 
effort  or  vigilance.  By  doing  so,  and  by  the  selection  of  teachers 
lacking  in  either  scholarship  or  discipline,  it  might  follow  that  in- 
stead of  occupying  a  place  in  the  front  rank  of  schools,  we  would 
find  ourselves  taking  second  place. 

Outline  of  teachers'  literary  work  for  year  1909-1910.  This  pro- 
gram was  completed  in  detail.     Every  teacher  took  his  part. 
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Outline  of  work  for  first  and  second  months. 

Subjects : — Principles  of  English  Poetry ;  Origin  of  English  Langu- 
age; (text  book  matter — 1.15  pages.) 

Study  and  discussions,  conducted  by  Supt.  Kennedy. 

Outline  of  teachers'  work  for  third  month. 

Subject,  Chaucer  and  his  poetry. 

Essay — Chaucer  and  his  times,  Miss  Eleanor  Wilson. 

Essay — Chaucer,  The  Father  of  English  Poetry.     Why? 

Miss  Gertrude  Peters. 

Essay — Our  Debt  to  Chaucer,   Mr.  Fisher. 

Essay — Plot,  Plan,  and  Purpose  of  Canterbury  Tales, 

Miss  Clara  White. 
Essay — Descriptions  of  Character  in  Canterbury  Tales, 

Miss  Jennie  Fleming. 

Discussion,  Principals  of  Versification,   Miss  Wendt. 

Quiz,    Supt.  Kennedy. 

Program  of  teachers'  work  in  literature  for  4th  month. 

Subject,  Spencer. 

Essay — The  Life  and  Work  of  Spencer, Miss  Kiefhaber. 

Essay — The  Place,  Plan  and  Purpose  of  Fairie  Queen 

Miss  Helen  Troxell. 
Essay — The  Kise  and  Progress  of  the  Drama,  ....  Miss  Mary  Smiley. 

Essay — The  Renaissance,  Miss  F.  Selheimer. 

Essay — Effect  of  the   Eenaissance  on  English    People  and  English 

Literature,  Mr.  J.  W.  Billow. 

Essay — Historical  Conditions  of  Chaucer's  times  and  their  relation 

to  National  Movements  and  Literature, Mr.  G.  A.  Leopold. 

Essay — Eolation  between  religious  thought  and  the  literature  of  a 

period, Miss  Mabel  Wilson. 

Quiz,    Supt.  Kennedy. 

Program  of  teachers'  work  for  fifth  month. 

Essay — Influence  and  Events  that  moulded  Milton  and  his  works 

Mr.  Heltzel. 
Essay — Character,  Style,  and  J  udgment  of  his  poetry, 

Miss  Mutherbaugh. 
Essay — Character,  Beauty,  and  Mission  of  LaAllegro  and   II  Pen- 

seroso,    Miss  Martha  Hoopes. 

Essay — Plot  and  Mission  of  Comus, Mr.  Wallize. 

Essay — Lycidas.     Why  written?     Plan  and  Mission 

Miss  Carrie  Hamilton. 
Discussion  and  Quiz,   Supt.  Kennedy. 
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Program  of  teachers'  literary  work  for  sixth  month. 

Essay — Comparison  between  the  literature  of  the  18th  Century  and 
that  of  the  foregoing  Century, Miss  Kate  Swan. 

Essay — Contrast  between  Pope  and  Goldsmith, 

Miss  Sara  Steinbarger. 

Essay — The  poets  of  the  18th  Century  and  their  standing 

Miss  Marian  Eickard. 

Essay — The  Mission  of  "The  Deserted  Village,"  and  how  this  poem 
applies  to  present  times,  Miss  Hannah  McCoy. 

Essay — Comparison  between  the  English  language  of  the  18th  Cen- 
tury and  that  of  foregoing  Centuries, Miss  Annie  O'Malley. 

Quiz,    Supt.  Kennedy. 

Program  of  teachers'  work  for  seventh  month. 
Subject,  Poets  and  poetry  of  early  part  of  19th  Century. 

Essay — Comparison  between  poets  and  poetry  of  early  part  of  19th 

Century  and  those  of  ISth  Century,  Miss  Bessie  Hassinger. 

Essay — Place  of  Byron  among  the  poets.     Why  ? 

Miss  Margaret  Shaw. 
Essay — His  Environments,  Character,  Contemporaries,  Mission 

Miss  Isabelle  Shimp. 
Essay — Conditions  of  literature  in  the  first  part  of  the  19th  Century 

Miss  Delia  Garrett. 
Essay — Macaulay,  the  man,  his  place,  his  work,  . . .  Miss  Elsie  Baker. 
General  discussion  of  poems  studied,  led  by Supt.  Kennedy. 

Program  of  teachers'  literary  work  for  eighth  month. 

Subject,  Browning. 

Essay — His  life  and  his  work,   Miss  Phoebe  Kittenhouse. 

Essay — Mrs.  Browning's  life,  worth  and  work,  .  . .  .Miss  Maude  Price. 
Essay — The  domestic  life  of  the  Browning's  . .  Miss  Florence  Owens. 

Essay — Browning's  poetry,    Miss  Blanche  Kramer. 

Essay — Rabbi  Ben  Ezra,   Miss  Chloe  Schutt. 

Poems  to  be  read  by  all  teachers : — Evelyn  Hope,  My  Last  Duchess, 
Andrea  Del  Sarto. 

Poems  to  be  studied  and  discussed  by  all  teachers: — Rabbi  Ben 
Ezra,  Saul. 

February  meeting  at  home  of  Miss  Owens. 

Critical  study  and  discussion  of  The  Deserted  Village,  The  Cotter's 
Saturday  Night,  Gray's  Elegy,  Pope:  The  Rape  of  the  Lock. 
16 
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April  meeting  at  home  of  Miss  McCoy. 

Critical  study  and  discussion  of  Wardworth,  Tintern  Abbey,  Ode 
on  Immortality. 


LOCK  HAVEN— Edward  S.  Ling. 


The  year  has  been  characterized  by  harmonious  relations  among  all 
connected  with  the  schools  of  the  town  and  by  genuine,  helpful  inter- 
est on  the  part  of  the  public  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
the  children  for  whom  the  schools  exist. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  shown  an  admirable  spirit  of  progress- 
iveness,  coupled  with  sound  business  sense,  in  the  management  of  the 
finances.  This  is  a  board  of  business  men  entirely,  with  breadth 
enough  of  vision  as  a  whole  to  make  them  the  best  possible  custodians 
of  the  educational  interests  of  the  community.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  the  tax  rate  was  raised  by  one  mill  in  order  to  increase 
the  sinking  fund  and  begin  in  earnest  the  liquidation  of  the  debt 
which  has  so  long  shadowed  the  path  of  progress  and  to  do  this 
without  sacrificing  the  opportunities  of  the  present  generation  of 
children  for  a  complete  elementary  education.  Salaries  were  ad- 
vanced in  seven  positions  out  of  thirty.  In  all  these  cases  except 
one  the  advance  was  made  in  recognition  of  faithful  and  efficient 
services  in  the  past.  In  the  one  case  the  object  sought  was  to  at- 
tract a  more  capable  teacher  to  the  work  of  one  of  the  High  school 
departments.  That  this  object  was  not  attained  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  is  not  due  to  the  increase  in  salary  but  to  too  small  an  increase 
and  delayed  action.  An  additional  teacher  was  employed  to  re- 
lieve the  strain  in  two  crowded  first  grades,  an  action  which  quickly 
justified  itself  in  the  increased  efficiency  in  these  departments.  The 
High  school  laboratory  was  equipped  with  gas  and  water  and  other- 
wise supplied  with  all  that  is  needed  for  effectual  science  work. 
There  followed  an  immediate  increase  of  interest  in  this  depart- 
ment which  helped  to  tone  up  the  entire  High  school  work.  The 
halls  and  assembly  room  of  the  High  school  building  were  lighted 
with  electricity,  which  made  this  room  available  for  evening  meetings 
and  also  in  a  measure  overcame  the  lack  of  light  in  a  building  poorly 
lighted  for  ordinary  school  purposes.  The  walls  of  four  school 
rooms  in  the  Third  ward  building  were  brightened  with  a  coat  of 
paint  of  attractive  and  restful  tint.  These  rooms  are  still  too  dark 
by  reason  of  faulty  architecture,  which  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
remedy  but  their  condition  is  a  remarkable  improvement  over  their 
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former  dinginess.  Several  measures  were  adopted  looking  toward 
better  sanitary  conditions  and  the  conservation  of  the  health  of  the 
pupils,  viz.,  individual  drinking  cups,  the  use  of  material  to  keep 
down  the  germ  laden  dust,  and  an  out-door  recess  period  for  the 
primary  grades  on  the  rear  of  the  various  schoolgrounds,  the  latter 
privilege  bringing  huge  enjoyment  to  the  little  folk.  All  of  these 
helped  to  lessen  the  time  lost  by  illness,  and  to  place  the  pupils  in 
better  condition  for  the  work  of  the  school  room.  There  are  some 
persons  in  this  community  who  think  that  the  schools  and  their 
work  are  breaking  down  the  health  of  pupils.  But  the  more  sensible 
parents  and  physicians  are  ready  to  place  the  responsibility  for 
the  deplorable  nervous  breakdown  of  so  many  children  upon  the 
unhygienic  habits  of  the  children,  the  late  hours  and  consequent 
loss  of  sleep,  the  irregular  and  unwise  diet,  the  too  great  mental 
excitement  of  many  diverse  kinds,  in  short  upon  the  unwholesome 
complexity  of  modern  childlife. 

The  teachers  as  a  body  have  not  been  slow  to  appreciate  the  pro- 
gressive attitude  of  the  Board  of  Education.  In  fact  they  have  led 
the  way  to  many  lines  of  advancement.  There  has  been  prompt 
and  cheerful  response  to  every  call  to  effort  for  self  improvement 
and  the  general  advancement  of  educational  affairs  in  the  community. 
The  grade  meetings  and  monthly  institutes  were  attended  with  com- 
mendable regularity  and  promptness,  and  the  discussions  were  par- 
ticipated in  very  generally.  Several  neighboring  superintendents 
were  engaged  for  addresses  which  proved  very  instructive.  The 
Teachers1  Association  conducted  a  course  of  University  Extension 
Lectures  with  marked  success  and  profit.  The  work  will  be  con- 
tinued next  year  also.  Last  year  Dr.  J.  Duncan  Spaeth,  of  Prince- 
ton, lectured  on  "Representative  American  Writers."  The  people 
of  the  city  gave  liberal  aid  to  the  project  and  helped  to  make  it  a 
success.  A  further  indication  of  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  teachers 
is  seen  in  the  very  respectable  representation  which  we  shall  have 
this  year  in  the  University  summer  sessions. 

The  interest  of  the  public  in  matters  educational  was  manifested 
in  various  other  ways  than  by  the  co-operation  in  the  University 
Extension  lectures  before  mentioned.  All  public  educational  gather- 
ings, were  well  attended,  the  High  school  commencement  drawing  a 
particularly  large  crowd.  A  High  school  literary  contest  was  well 
patronized,  and  three  of  the  prizes  that  were  offered  in  the  same 
were  the  gift  of  citizens,  the  other  two  coming  from  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  Alumni  Association,  respectively.  The  local 
chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  contributed  an 
additional  cash  prize  for  the  best  work  for  the  year  in  United  States 
history  and  civics  among  the  High  school  students.  A  gratifying 
response  was  secured  to  a  call  for  a  meeting  to  organize  a  Parent- 
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Teachers'  Association  in  the  Third  ward.  Three  of  our  representa- 
tive business  men  have  consented  to  act  as  officials  for  the  first  year, 
Edward  Hecht  as  president  and  Edgar  F.  Refiner  and  Henry  Eenrpe, 
as  vice  presidents.  At  the  initial  meeting  the  questions  discussed 
were  "The  Schools  and  the  Physical  Welfare  of  the  Children"  and 
"Ways  in  Which  the  Home  and  School  Can  be  Mutually  Helpful." 
The  interest  was  very  remarkable  and  the  discussions  marked  by 
breadth  and  sanity.  A  committee  of  this  association  is  now  at 
work  on  the  subject  of  municipal  playgrounds. 

The  work  of  the  schools  during  the  year  marked  a  distinct  gain 
over  the  preceding  year.  We  believe  this  is  the  general  opinion. 
The  promotions  at  the  end  of  the  year  indicate  a  diminution  of 
retardation  which  is  pleasant  to  note,  85  per  cent,  of  the  pupils 
advancing  to  the  next  higher  grade.  This  is  attributed  to  the  more 
regular  attendance,  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  larger  school  term  for 
three  successive  years  and  improvement  in  the  presentation  of  the 
work.  The  best  thing  any  school  district  can  do  for  its  pupils  is  to 
improve  the  quality  of  the  teaching.  It  counts  for  far  more  than 
improved  equipment  along  any  other  line.  This  we  believe  we  are 
in  a  fair  way  to  accomplish.  A  class  of  sixty  will  enter  High 
school  next  fall,  an  increase  of  25  per  cent,  over  recent  years. 

The  High  school  graduation  exercises  were  held  May  27,  when 
nineteen  students  received  diplomas,  ten  young  men  and  nine  young 
women.  They  were  about  evenly  divided  between  the  college  prepara- 
tory and  English-scientific  courses.  Of  this  number  easily  half  will 
take  up  advanced  courses  of  study,  in  college  and  normal  schools.  The 
commencement  exercises  were  rendered  very  much  more  enjoyable 
by  the  frank  substitution  of  selected  orations  for  the  usual  so-called 
original  ones.  The  continued  use  of  cape  and  gowns  seems  to  be 
accomplishing  its  purpose  in  the  diminution  of  graduating  expenses. 

The  work  of  the  High  school  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The 
spirit  of  the  student  body  has  been  excellent.  There  were  compara- 
tively few  failures  to  pass  all  of  the  subjects  taken.  A  larger  number 
of  students  dropped  out  of  the  ranks  ibis  year  than  last,  but  many 
cases  were  beyond  the  control  of  the  pupils.  The  work  of  the  com- 
mercial department  is  still  hampered  by  the  teacher  being  expected 
to  devote  a  part  of  his  time  to  other  departments  of  High  school 
work.  The  principal  and  other  teachers  are  compelled  also  to  teach 
too  continuously.  We  are  manifestly  in  need  of  another  instructor 
to  bring  our  work  here  to  the  highest  efficiency. 

There  is  a  temptation  which  assails  those  of  our  students  who  are 
expecting  to  prepare  to  teach  to  drop  out  of  the  High  school  before 
the  completion  of  the  course  in  order  to  gain  time,  as  they  feel. 
It  has  been  possible  for  students  to  quit  at  the  end  of  the  second  year 
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and  enter  the  middle  year  at  the  Normal  School,  thus  graduating 
from  that  school  in  the  same  number  of  years  required  to  finish  the 
High  school  course.  They  seem  to  be  two  years  ahead  of  the  one  who 
stays  to  the  end  of  the  High  School  course.  The  provisions  in  con- 
nection with  the  new  four  years'  course  will  partially,  but  not  entirely 
obviate  this  difficulty.  We  believe  that  young  people  should  have 
additional  encouragement  to  complete  the  High  school  course  before 
taking  up  a  professional  teachers'  course. 

The  compulsory  attendance  provisions  of  the  law  were  enforced 
with  more  than  the  usual  efficiency  this  year.  A  few  arrests  were 
made  to  reach  some  especially  annoying  cases,  but  there  were  not  a 
dozen  families  that  gave  anything  like  serious  trouble  in  the  en- 
forcement of  the  law. 

The  changes  in  the  provisions  for  the  issuance  of  employment  cer- 
tificates affected  us  very  slightly.  Only  twenty-five  certificates  were 
issued  up  to  June  1,  1910.  Several  persons  were  refused  certificates 
who  would  have  obtained  them  under  the  old  provision  and  it  is  on 
this  point  that  the  change  will  work  most  good  in  this  community. 

Some  visual  instruction  material  was  used  during  the  year  and  the 
results  were  very  satisfacory,  especially  in  giving  vivid  impression  of 
people  and  places  in  foreign  lands. 

A  card  index  of  pupils'  work,  attendance,  etc.,  has  been  started 
in  the  superintendent's  office. 

There  were  many  improvements  asked  for  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  which  could  not  be  granted.  Some  of  them  will  be  met  during 
the  coming  year.  The  encouraging  features  of  our  local  situation  are 
the  advanced  ground  being  taken  by  the  Board  of  Education  and  the 
increased  public  interest  in  the  work  of  the  schools. 

My  thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby  gratefully  extended  for  the  as- 
sistance rendered  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


LOWER  MERION  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— H.  J. 

Wightman. 


The  school  year  ending  June  1910  has  seen  the  accomplishment 
of  many  important  things  in  school  affairs  in  Lower  Merion  Town- 
ship. One  of  the  most  important  is  the  purchase  of  four  acres  of 
land  on  Montgomery  Avenue,  Ardmore,  at  $7,000  an  acre  and  the 
starting  of  a  fine  High  school  building.  One  of  the  most  unique 
and  up-to-date  features  of  this  High  school  will  be  an  Automobile 
Room  where  machines  may  be  properly  cared  for.  |200,000  4  per 
15—6—1910 
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cent,  bonds  were  sold  for  $206,600;  $ 80,000  more  bonds  will  probably 
be  issued  later  and  one  will  be  levied  on  17,000,000  for  buildings. 
A  model  eight  room  building  was  completed  in  October  at  Bala  and 
next  year  seven  of  the  rooms  will  be  used,  so  rapid  is  the  growth 
in  that  section  of  the  township.  A  five  room  building  at  Merion 
Square  will  be  ready  for  use  when  school  opens  in  September. 

100  foot  frontage  has  been  added  to  the  Ardmore  grade  school  lot 
at  a  cost  of  $9,000. 

The  improvements  of  the  year  in  school  work  have  been  largely 
of  quality.  The  fundamentals  have  received  most  careful  considera- 
tion with  the  aim  of  practicalizing  the  course  and  rationalizing 
tbe  methods.  A  systematic  course  in  constructive  art  has  been 
worked  out  to  fit  the  needs  of  the  schools  and  to  supplement  the 
other  work  of  the  grades. 

By  the  use  of  an  automobile  the  Superintendent  has  increased 
his  visits  to  schools  by  20  per  cent,  and  has  reduced  traveling  ex- 
penses. This  is  reported  because  it  is  believed  to  be  a  business  prop- 
osition worth   investigation  by   other  districts  having  good   roads. 

A  wide-seated  adjustable  Chair  has  been  selected  for  exclusive  use 
in  all  new  school  rooms  in  the  township.  The  increased  comfort 
to  pupils  from  this  feature  is  worthy  of  serious  consideration  by 
all  who  believe  the  children  are  entitled  to  the  best. 

The  plan  of  opening  the  schools  with  a  day's  round  table  session 
followed  by  reception  and  "spread"  by  Board  of  Education  will  be 
continued.  This  seems  to  be  an  ideal  way  to  start  the  year  and  for 
teachers  and  members  of  Board  to  come  to  know  each  other. 

A  series  of  Carnivals  held  in  different  parts  of  the  township 
in  June  attracted  wide  attention.  These  were  to  illustrate  the 
various  dances  and  physical  culture  games  used  in  the  schools.  In 
most  places  the  carnivals  were  held  on  the  school  lawns. 

At  many  of  the  Parents'  and  Teachers'  Meetings  regular  lessons 
and  drill  exercises  were  conducted  by  selected  teachers  to  give 
parents  information  and  insight  into  the  methods  of  the  present 
day  school.  This  has  very  many  points  to  commend  it  if  capable 
teachers  have  charge  of  the  work. 


McKEESPOKT— Joseph  B.  Kichey. 


The  following  is  my  eighth  annual  report  for  the  schools  of  the  city 
of  McKeesport,  ending  June  6,  1910. 
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Manual  Arts. 

The  Board  of  Education  at  their  regular  meeting  held  June,  1909, 
appropriated  $10,000  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  manual  train- 
ing, domestic  science  and  sewing  in  the  schools.  A  center  for  manual 
training  equipped  with  all  the  necessary  machinery  and  benches, 
a  room  for  mechanical  drawing,  and  a  kitchen  for  domestic  science 
were  fitted  up  in  the  High  School  building.  These  departments 
are,  perhaps,  the  best  equipped  in  the  country.  All  the  girls  in  the 
High  School  are  taught  cooking,  and  the  boys  in  the  eighth  grades 
and  High  School  are  taught  mechanical  drawing  and  manual  train- 
ing. The  girls  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  are  taught  sewing. 
Two  additional  sewing  teachers  have  been  engaged  for  next  year 
and  sewing  will  be  taught  in  all  the  grades  beginning  with  the  fifth. 
An  additional  manual  training  teacher  has  also  been  engaged  for 
next  year. 

High  School. 

The  High  School  has  gained  in  eight  years  from  190  to  600  pupils. 
Sixty-nine  young  men  and  women  graduated  from  the  High  School 
at  the  end  of  the  present  school  year.  The  High  School  courses  have 
recently  been  revised  and  improved.  The  Teachers'  course  graduated 
twenty-nine  teachers  this  year.  These  young  women  spend  four 
years  in  High  School  and  one  year  in  the  regular  training  depart- 
ment. 

Professional  Beading. 

The  teachers  studied  under  the  instruction  of  the  superintendent, 
Bagley's  Classroom  Management  and  O'Shea's  Dynamic  Factors  in 
Education. 

Grade  Meetings. 

The  grade  meetings,  which  were  held  the  week  before  school 
opened,  and  on  Saturdays  during  the  year,  were  very  well  attended. 
All  teachers  were  present  at  these  grade  meetings  except  when  pre- 
vented on  account  of  sickness.  An  excellent  school  spirit  has  been 
manifested  by  all  connected  with  the  schools  throughout  the  year. 

Kindergartens. 

Two  kindergartens  were  opened  during  the  year.  These  were  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Kindergarten  Association  of  McKeesport. 

New  Buildings. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Education  has  erected 
four  school  buildings  during  the  past  four  years,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  erect  an  additional  building  in  the  immediate  future. 
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Increased  Salaries. 

The  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  the  second,  third,  fourth,  sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  were  increased  five  dollars  per  month  or 
forty-five  dollars  per  year.  The  minimum  salary  is  now  forty  dollars 
and  the  maximum  salary  eighty  dollars. 


McKEES  ROCKS— F.  H.  Powers. 


The  year  just  closed  marks  a  period  of  successful  work  in  our 
schools.  This,  too,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  none  of  the  buildings 
was  the  system  of  heating  and  ventilation  in  any  respect  what  it 
should  have  been,  if  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  pupils  and  teach- 
ers were  considered.  It  is  with  great  pleasure,  therefore,  that  I 
note  the  first  step  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  in  the  permanent 
improvement  of  these  conditions  in  the  new  building. 

The  new  school  building  is  an  addition  of  eight  rooms  to  what  is 
known  as  the  Curtin  school.  These  eight  rooms  with  the  four  already 
there  make  a  twelve  room  building.  In  this  addition  of  eight 
rooms,  in  fact  in  all  twelve  rooms  of  this  building,  has  been  installed 
the  latest  improved  equipment  for  heating  and  ventilation.  Besides 
this,  all  other  essentials  of  a  modern  and  well  equipped  school  are 
to  be  found  in  this  building.  The  cost  for  all,  it  is  estimated,  will 
not  exceed  $30,000. 

Another  improvement  is  the  raising  of  the  McKee  school  building. 
On  account  of  the  raising  of  the  level  of  Chartiers  Avenue  to  escape 
the  dangers  of  a  flood,  the  McKee  school  building  was  seven  feet 
below  grade.  The  building  which  is  of  twelve  rooms,  was  raised 
seven  feet,  and  a  good  substantial  wall  built  under  it.  All  other 
modern  improvements,  except  heating  and  ventilation  were  installed. 
The  cost  of  all,  for  work  done  on  and  about  this  building  is  estimated 
at  $15,000. 

As  yet  we  have  no  high  school  in  our  borough.  It  is  thought  by 
many  of  our  citizens  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  opening  of  a 
high  school.  Indeed  modern  advancement  seems  to  demand  a  high 
school  for  McKees  Rocks.  The  permanent  benefits  which  would 
come  to  our  schools,  as  well  as  to  the  surrounding  communities,  by 
the  opening  and  maintenance  of  a  successful  high  school,  can  not  be 
estimated. 

Instruction  in  manual  training  and  domestic  science  has  not  yet 
found  a  place  in  our  schools.  Our  schools  stand  greatly  in  need  of 
instruction  in  these  very  important  subjects.  Surely  no  argument  is 
needed  to  prove  their  utility. 
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MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


Our  school  term  of  nine  months  ended  June  16.  On  the  evening 
of  that  date,  there  appeared  in  cap  and  gown  on  the  stage  of  the 
Kaier  Opera  House,  before  a  large  and  appreciative  audience,  the 
graduating  class  of  our  high  school,  twenty-three  strong.  There 
were  ten  boys  and  thirteen  girls.  The  class  was  one  of  the  strongest 
we  ever  graduated. 

The  school  term  was  a  very  pleasant  one.  Directors,  citizens,  and 
teachers  seemed  to  be  unanimous  in  their  belief  that  we  had  a  marked 
degree  of  success.  In  all  departments,  primary,  intermediate,  and 
high  school,  the  work  was  very  gratifying.  In  the  lower  primary 
grades  we  put  much  stress  on  reading,  and  the  teachers,  especially 
in  the  first  grade,  did  very  good  work.  If  a  child  acquires  the  ability 
and  habit  of  interpreting  the  printed  page,  he  possesses  not  only 
the  elements  of  a  fine  art,  but  also  that  which  will  enhance  his  suc- 
cess in  his  subsequent  school  work,  in  as  much  as  his  power  to  do 
efficient  work  must  ever  depend  upon  intelligent  reading.  In  the 
other  grades  the  usual  line  of  work  was  pursued.  Several  months 
before  the  close  of  the  term,  I  devoted  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  to  giving  tests  in  composition  work  in  the  grades  above  the 
second.  The  results  of  these  tests  convinced  me  that  the  pupils 
were  receiving  excellent  training  in  this  direction.  The  longer  I  am 
in  school  work  the  more  profoundly  am  I  convinced  that  the  English 
language  ought  to  be  the  core  of  the  public  school  curriculum. 
Efforts  will  be  made  to  strengthen  and  improve  the  literary  side  of 
our  school  work. 

A  year  ago  a  third  story  was  erected  upon  the  high  school  building. 
This  gave  us,  in  addition  to  the  room  we  already  had  for  high  school 
purposes,  a  fine  assembly  room,  a  physical  laboratory,  and  also  a 
large  recitation  room.  Our  facilities  for  high  school  work  were 
thus  greatly  enlarged  and  improved.  We  were  enabled  to  do  work  on 
the  department  plan,  and  results  have  proven  satisfactory.  The  enroll- 
ment was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  High  school  in- 
spection has  proved  a  great  stimulus  to  high  school  work. 

The  law  enacted  by  the  last  legislature  requiring  employment 
certificates  from  minors  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen 
years,  who  wish  to  work,  is  the  best  hitherto  enacted,  and  if  properly 
enforced  will  go  farther  to  stamp  out  illiteracy  than  all  previous 
legislation  put  together,  on  compulsory  education.  For  the  first 
time  we  have  a  law  in  every  respect  reasonable,  that  has  opened  the 
eyes  of  negligent  parents.     The  coal  corporation  and  the  proprie- 
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tors  of  our  local  industries  are  complying  with  the  requirements  of 
the  law.  The  law  has  the  endorsement  of  all  thoughtful  citizens  in 
this  community. 

In  concluding  this  brief  report,  I  am  obliged  to  express  regret 
that  our  local  system  is  not  better  adjusted  to  modern  economical 
conditions.  "Industrial  training  is  one  of  the  most  potent  factors 
of  our  national  development."  Yet  the  schools  of  this  district  are 
wholly  lacking  in  that  feature  which  should  furnish  training  for  the 
hand.  Sewing,  cooking,  manual  training,  in  short  the  rudiments 
of  industrial  art,  ought  to  have  a  place  in  our  schools,  and  it  gives 
me  pain  when,  at  the  conclusion  of  each  year,  I  am  compelled  to 
answer  "no"  to  the  concluding  items  of  my  statistical  report 
to  the  Department.  I  should,  however,  add  that  it  is  our  limited 
financial  resources  which  at  present  render  it  impossible  to  bring  our 
schools  up  to  the  standard  so  imperatively  demanded  by  present 
day  social  life. 


MAHANOY     TOWNSHIP,     SCHUYLKILL     COUNTY— Frank     J. 

Noonan. 


We  believe  that  the  year  just  closed  has  been  quite  satisfactory  to 
all  concerned  in  the  school  affairs  of  our  district.  All  have  worked 
together  earnestly  and  harmoniously  and  many  defects  have  been 
remedied.  Particular  attention  was  given  to  reading  in  the  primary 
grades  during  the  past  year,  and  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils  all 
feel  that  excellent  progress  was  made.  The  new  education  readers 
were  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  and,  after  nine  months 
of  sincere  work  on  the  part  of  our  primary  teachers,  we  are  well 
pleased  with  the  results. 

A  class  of  eighteen  was  graduated  from  our  high  school,  the  com- 
mencement exercises  being  held  in  the  Kaier  Grand  Opera  House. 
Those  present  were  delighted  with  the  program  rendered,  while  the 
local  press  spoke  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of  the  work  of  our 
boys  and  girls,  making  strong  editorial  comment  on  the  character 
of  the  exercieses  and  referring  especially  to  the  excellence  of  the 
singing.  Our  central  grammar  class  did  a  good  year's  work  and 
thirty-two  of  its  members  will  enter  the  high  school  the  coming 
term.  Like  many  more,  we  have  had  our  troubles  in  the  issuing  of 
employment  certificates  under  the  new  law,  being  obliged  to  reject 
thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  applicants.  This  is  a  mining  township 
pure  and  simple,  no  other  industry  entering  into  the  occupation  of 
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our  people.  Many  children  are  left  fatherless  at  an  early  age  in 
this  district  and  they  must  either  go  to  work  or  become  public 
charges.  Now,  to  us,  it  does  not  seem  fair  to  make  a  pauper  of  a 
child  or  to  break  up  a  humble,  little  home  that  has  been  held  together 
by  the  labor  and  self-sacrifice  of  a  widowed  mother.  We  all  admit, 
in  a  general  way,  that  the  law  is  a  good  one,  but,  we  also  believe,  that 
no  law  should  render  still  more  helpless  those  who  are  most  in  need 
of  our  help.  We  could  site  at  least  forty  cases  that  have  been 
brought  to  our  personal  attention,  wherein  the  operation  of  this  law 
is  cruel,  and  will  continue  to  be  cruel,  until  such  time  as  proper  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  maintenance  of  little  unfortunates  who  have 
been  robbed  of  their  natural  protector  in  early  childhood.  And, 
where  the  absolute  necessity  for  it  exists,  it  seems  to  us  that  this 
great  Commonwealth  should  not  deny  to  any  boy  the  right  to  labor 
with  his  little  hands  to  help  provide  food  and  shelter  for  those  whom 
he  loves.  We  may  be  mistaken,  but  we  believe  that  work,  under 
such  conditions,  is  very  often  the  best  kind  of  education. 

With  improvements  to  school  property  going  on  steadily,  one 
item  of  note  being  the  placing  of  a  contract  for  the  equipment  with 
a  Waterman-Waterbury  heating  and  ventilating  plant  of  every  school- 
room in  the  district  in  which  a  stove  was  formerly  used,  with  a 
faithful  corps  of  teachers  doing  their  best  to  raise  the  standard  of 
our  work,  and  with  a  reasonable  board  of  directors  ready  to  assist 
in  every  manner  possible,  we  look  forward  to  the  coming  term  with 
pleasure. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  many 
courtesies  extended  and  valuable  information  given. 


MEADVILLE— K.  H.  Bellows. 


Our  registration  shows  an  increase  of  75  over  last  year.  The 
number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school  was  173  boys,  247  girls  or  a 
total  of  420.  The  number  of  pupils  in  the  elementary  schools  was 
849  boys,  777  girls  or  1G20.  The  total  registration  in  the  city 
schools  was  1022  boys,  1024  girls  or  a  total  of  2046. 

As  is  the  case  in  all  old  school  buildings  like  some  of  ours  the  ven- 
tilation in  certain  rooms  was  most  unsatisfactory.  Accordingly 
an  effort  was  made  to  improve  the  ventilation  in  one  of  these  rooms 
by  placing  patent  ventilators  in  the  windows.  After  a  year's  use  1 
can  report  that  the  experiment  was  most  successful  and  I  have  recom 
mended  that  similar  ventilators  be  placed  in  all  rooms  which  are  now 
poorly  ventilated. 
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We  are  glad  to  be  congratulated  that  we  have  so  many  citizens  and 
a  city  council  so  deeply  interested  in  the  physical  and  moral  welfare 
of  our  children,  as  to  provide  public  playgrounds  and  directors 
for  the  same.  Believing  that  this  work  should  be  emphasized,  I  am 
recommending  that  our  school-yards  be  used  after  school  hours,  on 
Saturdays,  and  during  vacations  for  properly  supervised  play. 

Last  year  our  local  physicians  volunteered  their  services  and 
the  medical  inspection  work  was  carried  on  without  expense  to  the 
city.  This  year  just  closed  our  Board  engaged  one  of  our  city 
physicians  to  do  this  work  and  1678  pupils  or  82  per  cent,  were  ex- 
amined for  the  following  diseases  and  physical  defects.  I  give  the 
number  suffering  from  each  defect  or  disease. 

Boys,  Girls,  Total. 

Enlarged  cervical  glands,  2  1G  18 

Cardiac  disease,    12  9  21 

Pulmonary  disease,    0  1  1 

Skin  disease,    3  4  7 

Deformity  of  spine,  1  9  10 

Deformity  of  chest,   0  3  3 

Deformity  of  extremities,  5  2  7 

Defective  nasal  breathing, 3  12  15 

Enlarged  tonsils 150  122  272 

Deformed  palate,    1  1  2 

Adenoids,    19  20  39 

Bad   teeth,    236  201  437 

Defective  vision,   64  92  156 

Defective  hearing,    34  21  55 

Of  the  whole  number  examined  446  boys  and  349  girls  possessed  no 
defects,  while  449  boys  and  434  girls  were  found  defective.  In 
other  words  883  or  more  than  52^  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  examined 
possessed  one' or  more  of  the  defects  reported  above.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  prevailing  defects  among  our  children  are  bad  teeth,  en- 
larged tonsils,  poor  vision  and  hearing,  enlarged  cervical  glands  and 
adenoids.  I  regret  that  this  examination  shows  a  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  cervical  glands  over 
last  year. 

During  the  past  year  a  uniform  physical  record  card  was  arranged 
and  printed.  Under  this  system  one  and  the  same  card  will  show 
the  complete  physical  record,  also  the  age,  grade,  date  of  examination, 
name  of  medical  examiner,  &c,  of  each  pupil  from  the  time  he  enters 
until  he  leaves  school. 

The  new  commercial  course  adopted  last  year  has  been  popular 
and  the  present  plan  of  doing  the  work  seems  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  commercial  course  is  four  years  in  length  and  represents  as 
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many  units  of  work  as  the  college  preparatory  course  offers. 
The  first  year  of  this  course  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  of 
the  other  courses,  thus  giving  a  student  an  opportunity  to  change 
to  other  courses  without  serious  loss  at  the  end  of  the  year,  if 
he  so  desires.  In  the  second,  third  and  fourth  years  a  well  balanced 
commercial  course  is  offered.  Owing  to  lack  of  space  and  equip- 
ment, a  special  arrangement  was  made  with  the  Meadville  Commer- 
cial College  last  fall  to  give  the  required  instruction  in  book-keep- 
ing, stenography  and  type- writing  to  all  high  school  students  pre- 
pared for  these  subjects.  The  other  work  of  the  course  including 
commercial  geography,  commercial  law,  commercial  arithmetic,  busi- 
ness writing,  English,  &c,  was  done  in  our  high  school  without  in- 
creasing the  teaching  force.  The  students,  who  have  been  doing 
this  work,  have  been  spending  their  forenoons  at  the  high  school 
and  their  afternoons  at  the  Meadville  Commercial  College.  I  am  so 
well  pleased  with  the  results  of  this  plan  that  I  have  recommended 
that  the  present  arrangement  may  be  continued  during  the  coming 
year. 

The  grade  libraries  introduced  last  year  in  all  of  our  schools  from 
grade  4  to  8  inclusive  have  been  very  helpful  in  our  work.  We  now 
have  in  circulation  about  1000  volumes  of  carefully  selected  books. 
The  total  circulation  amounted  to  6185  volumes  for  the  school 
year,  or  about  7  volumes  per  pupil.  We  hope  to  extend  this  work 
next  year  by  placing  libraries  in  our  third  grade  schools. 

The  influence  of  this  silent  education  cannot  be  estimated.  The 
circulation  of  these  public  library  books  from  the  schools  is  mutually 
advantageous,  it  seems  to  me,  to  the  library,  the  school  and  the  home. 
It  brings  each  in  closer  touch  with  the  other.  It  unites  all  three,  as 
it  were,  in  a  common  interest. 

The  installation  of  a  first  class  electrical  stereoptican  in  our  high 
school  and  the  purchase  of  six  hundred  slides  together  with  the 
same  number  of  stereoscopic  views  were  great  aids  to  our  school 
work,  especially  along  the  line  of  geography.  The  type-study  plan 
of  teaching  geography,  as  outlined  by  Charles  McMurray,  has  been 
followed  by  our  teachers  with  marked  success  and  the  lantern  has 
been  used  many  times  for  regular  class  work.  Instead  of  the  formal 
lecture  delivered  by  the  teacher  or  by  an  outsider,  the  pupils  them- 
selves described  the  pictures  thrown  on  the  screen.  The  pictures 
had  been  previously  studied  by  individual  pupils  and  were  then  re- 
ported on,  the  whole  class  being  held  responsible  for  the  information 
given.  These  exercises  gave  not  only  an  added  interest  and  charm 
to  the  subject  but  brought  before  the  pupils  in  a  more  forcible  man- 
ner many  practical  related  facts  about  man  and  his  relation  to  the 
industries. 
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In  addition  to  these  informal  class  exercises  a  number  of  formal 
illustrated  lectures  were  given  to  the  teachers  and  the  high  school 
and  grammar  school  students  during  the  year.  Among  those  who 
lectured  were  Kev.  Wm.  S.  Mitchell,  Professors  Ling  and  Snavely,  of 
Allegheny  College,  Pres.  Southworth,  of  the  Meadville  Theological 
School,  Bishop  Thoburn,  Prof.  Moore,  of  Colgate  University,  and 
Dr.  John  W.  Dowd. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


Our  schools  closed  May  25.  The  closing  was  marked  by  the 
graduation  of  a  class  of  14  from  the  high  school.  The  address  was 
made  by  Dr.  Madison  C.  Peters,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  commence- 
ment exercises  were  held  in  the  Church  of  God,  and  the  transfer 
exercises  to  the  high  school  were  held  in  the  high  school  room. 
This  was  necessary  on  account  of  the  disastrous  fire  which  destroyed 
the  Opera  House  as  well  as  two  business  blocks. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  high  school  course  was  strength- 
ened and  by  employing  an  additional  teacher  from  5  to  8  minutes 
was  added  to  the  recitation  periods.  Each  class  carries  5  subjects 
throughout  the  course.  In  the  Junior  and  senior  years  the  students 
have  the  privilege  of  selecting  between  Latin  and  German.  On  ac- 
count of  the  growing  interest  in  the  science  department,  the  Board 
provided  an  addilional  room  and  fitted  it  up  especially  for  science 
work.     Aboul  f200  was  spent  for  additional  physical  apparatus. 

Music  and  drawing  were  introduced  throughout  the  grades  and 
placed  in  charge  of  a  special  teacher.  The  work  proved  entirely 
satisfactory  to  the  patrons  as  well  as  to  the  school  officials  and  will 
continue  to  be  a  permanent  part  of  our  school  curriculum.  The  work 
in  the  grades  was  strengthened  and  where  necessary  enlarged.  Hav- 
ing nine  years  work  in  the  grades,  the  students  completing  the  same 
are  well  prepared  to  cope  with  the  high  school  requirements.  Our 
plan  of  promotion  which  has  a  provision  whereby  all  who  maintain 
a  standing  of  90  or  above  are  excused  from  final  examinations,  has  a 
stimulating  effect  upon  our  students  and  the  best  results  are  obtained. 
Teachers'  meetings  and  grade  meetings  were  held  monthly  through- 
out the  year.  McMnrry's  "How  to  Study  and  Teaching  How  to 
Study"  was  the  basis  for  study  and  discussion  at  these  meetings. 

At  the  February  election,  the  voters  of  Middletwon  expressed  them- 
selves as  favorable  to  increasing  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the 
school  district,  $50,000,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  modern  school 
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building  to  take  the  place  of  two  old  buildings  which  were  practi- 
cally unfitted  for  use.  Plans  and  specifications  are  being  made  for 
the  building  and  it  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  first 
of  August,  1911. 

Directors  and  teachers  are  always  ready  and  willing  to  co-operate 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  schools,  and  greater  progress  has  been 
made  in  our  school  affairs  the  past  year  than  ever  before.  My  thanks 
are  due  all  who  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  school 
work. 


MILTON— W.  A.  Wilson. 


This  has  been  the  best  year  the  Milton  schools  have  ever  experi- 
enced. 

The  school  board  has  been  harmonious  and  has  spent  much  time 
and  work  on  the  administration  of  the  borough  schools. 

The  teachers  have  been  industrious  and  in  sympathy  with  the 
school  management. 

The  enrollment  has  been  much  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
schools. 

Had  it  not  been  for  epidemics  of  measles  and  mumps  our  average 
attendance  would  have  been  fine.  As  it  is,  we  gave  certificates  of 
attendance  to  221  pupils  from  our  enrollment  of  1482.  These  221 
were  neither  tardy  nor  absent. 

The  High  School  enrollment  of  268  is  also  the  largest  in  our  his- 
tory. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  numbering  35,  21  girls  and 
14  boys,  was  the  largest  class  ever  graduated. 

Contracts  have  been  let  and  work  begun  on  a  new  high  school 
building,  which  is  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  December  15th,  1910. 


MONESSEN— H.  E.  Gress. 


The  year  just  closed  was  a  successful  one,  and  in  general  the 
schools  showed  great  improvement.  This  was  largely  due  to  the 
faithful  work  of  the  teachers.  The  attendance  at  the  county  institute 
was  good  and  several  teachers  attended  the  summer  session  at  Har- 
vard and  the  University  of  Pittsburg. 
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In  order  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  which  has  existed  in 
some  of  the  buildings  the  past  year,  there  is  being  erected  a  new 
eight-room  school  building.  This  building  is  made  of  brick  and  is 
modern  in  its  construction.  When  this  building  is  completed  ample 
room  will  be  provided  for  all  the  children  of  school  age. 

The  pupils  and  teachers  assisted  the  Civic  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  celebrating  Arbor  Day.  Many  trees  were  planted  which 
add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  town.  The  children  were  also  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  caring  for  them. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  High  School  were  held  the 
evening  of  June  1,  with  six  graduates.  We  were  sorry  that  Supt.  T. 
E.  Lytle  was  sick  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  was  compelled  to 
resign  on  account  of  ill  health.  H.  E.  Gress  principal  of  the  High 
School  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Supt.  Lytle. 


MOUNT  CAKMEL— S.  H.  Dean. 


During  the  past  18  years  in  which  it  has  been  my  privilege  to 
supervise  the  schools  of  Mt.  Carmel  there  has  passed  no  year  when  so 
much  progress  has  been  made  as  during  the  year  just  ended.  The 
work  in  language  has  been  pushed  vigorously  and  we  feel  proud 
of  the  results.  The  teacher  of  mathematics  in  our  High  School 
is  deserving  of  credit  for  giving  us  excellent  training  in  his  line. 
Music  and  drawing  are  in  excellent  condition. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  no  epidemics  to  keep  children  out  of 
school. 

The  present  law  of  working  certificates  is  very  unfortunate  in 
making  no  provision  for  vacation  work  and  for  those  who  must  work 
or  starve.  The  prices  of  food  and  other  necessaries  of  life  are  so 
high  that  in  our  community  where  parents  are  killed  or  maimed 
it  is  necessary  for  the  children  to  work.  Not  only  so  but  is  necessary 
for  children  to  be  brought  up  to  work.  Through  the  five  senses 
we  gain  most  of  our  knowledge  and  the  sense  of  touch,  through  the 
fingers  is  the  stronger  one.  The  boy  or  girl  that  works  a  reasonable 
amount  will  be  far  stronger  than  a  book  worm.  Any  law  that  makes 
it  impossible  for  a  child  to  exercise  his  birth  right  is  unconstitutional. 

The  poorest  building  is  being  replaced  by  an  up-to-date  12-roomed 
building. 

Our  high  school  is  crowded  and  we  must  soon  build  a  new  high 
schoool. 

We  have  children  in  our  town  of  the  best  ability  but  the  money  is 
outside  of  the  borough. 
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NANTICOKE— A.  P.  Diffendafer. 


The  school  work  in  our  borough  has  moved  steadily  onward  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  teachers  have  done  faithful  work,  and  the 
results,  in  the  main,  are  satisfactory. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  increased  surprisingly  last  year. 
The  average  enrollment  was  almost  five  hundred  more  than  for  the 
previous  year.  This  extraordinary  increase  can  be  accounted  for 
(1)  by  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  law  and  the  new 
child  labor  law  which  took  many  boys  from  the  collieries  and  placed 
them  in  school;  (2)  by  the  pupils  leaving  one  of  the  large  parochical 
schools  and  attending  the  public  schools;  (3)  by  the  diligent  work 
of  our  truant  officer.  Through  his  constant  labor  almost  every  child 
of  school  age  is  enrolled  in  one  of  the  schools  of  the  borough.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  secretary  Hall  of  the  Child  Labor  As- 
sociation, Nanticoke  stands  high  in  the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory 
law. 

The  unexpected  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  has  overcrowded 
our  schools  and  made  it  difficult  to  accomplish  in  the  lower  grades 
the  thorough  work  we  expect.  To  partially  relieve  this  crowded 
condition,  a  new  four  room  building,  modern  in  every  respect,  will 
be  completed  in  the  fourth  ward  before  the  opening  of  the  fall  term, 
and  during  the  coming  year  a  new  sixteen  room  building  will  be 
erected  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town. 

Our  institute  was  more  successful  than  in  previous  years.  We 
were  fortunate  in  securing  an  able  corps  of  instructors  who  were 
able  to  inspire  our  teachers  to  do  stronger,  better  work.  Every 
session  was  enjoyed  and  was  profitable.  Our  teachers  are  a  unit  in 
saying  that  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  go  back  to  the  old  method  of 
holding  the  institute. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— 0.  C.  Green. 


We  have  nothing  unusual  to  report  for  the  school  year  ending  June 
6,  1910. 

The  wisdom  of  the  salary  schedule  which  went  into  effect  at  the 
annual  election  of  teachers  in  June,  1909,  was  demonstrated  during 
the  past  year.  After  all  has  been  said  about  the  higher  motives  which 
17 
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should  actuate  teachers  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  we  are 
confronted  with  the  fact  that  teachers  have  the  same  instincts  as 
other  normal  human  beings,  and  experience  teaches  us  that  there  are 
two  influences  which  are  mightily  effective  in  bringing  out  a  teacher's 
best  efforts.  These  influences  are  the  assurance  that  her  increase 
in  efficiency  will  be  properly  recognized  in  the  fixing  of  her  salary; 
and  the  knowledge  that  she  cannot  hold  her  position  if  she  is  incom- 
petent. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  teachers  who  are  willing  to  sacrifice 
themselves  without  hope  of  earthly  reward.  This  spirit  is  commend- 
able in  any  human  being,  and  it  would  be  pleasant  to  conceive  of  an 
entire  corps  of  teachers,  or  an  entire  body  of  public  officials  actuated 
by  such  high  motives.  But  experience  teaches  us  that  a  salary  of 
forty  dollars  docs  not  usually  purchase  sixty  dollars  worth  of  ser- 
vice, and  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  it. 

Our  salaries  are  not  high,  but  they  are  being  improved  steadily 
according  to  what  we  consider  a  just  system. 

In  our  report  for  1909  we  called  attention  to  our  Patrons'  meet- 
ings. We  are  pleased  to  state  that  these  meetings  were  continued 
during  the  past  year  with  increasing  usefulness.  Among  the  good 
results  which  have  been  observed  is  a  more  intelligent  form  of  co- 
operation between  the  home  and  the  school.  Parents  understand 
us  better,  and  we  have  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  school  problems 
from  their  view  point. 

While  it  is  far  from  our  purpose  to  claim  anything  entirely  new  or 
original  in  these  meetings,  we  do  claim  that  they  have  been  worked 
out  with  at  least  a  measure  of  success  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  this 
community. 


NEW  CASTLE— T.  A.  Kimes. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  an  uneventful  one.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  different  contagious  diseases  commenced  with  us 
in  the  fall  and  remained  with  us  until  the  end,  our  teachers,  by 
hard  work,  were  able  to  maintain  a  good  percentage  of  attendance. 

Following  our  plan  of  visiting  homes  commenced  last  year,  more 
visits  to  the  homes  of  the  pupils  were  made  by  the  teachers  than  ever 
before,  and  a  corresponding  improvement  in  results  obtained,  not 
only  in  attendance  but  in  the  character  of  work  done,  was,  in  most 
cases,  noticed. 

On  the  whole,  we  believe  that  one  of  the  weaknessness  of  the 
school  system  not  only  here  but  everywhere,  is  the  lack  of  systematic, 
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sympathetic  co-operation  between  the  home  and  the  school.  At  any 
rate  this  is  our  belief,  and  next  year,  we  will  take  up  the  question 
of  home  visitation  with  renewed  vigor. 

The  various  teachers'  meetings  held  during  the  year  were  most 
helpful,  because  more  of  our  teachers  engaged  in  the  discussions 
than  ever  before. 

A  very  liberal  response  was  made  to  the  request  that  educational 
papers  and  books  on  pedagogy  be  a  substantial  part  of  the  reading 
done  by  the  teachers  during  the  year. 

On  the  whole,  we  believe  that  better  work  has  been  done  during  the 
year  just  closed  than  any  previous  one. 

The  support  of  our  board  has  at  all  times  made  difficult  proposi- 
tions easy.  That  the  board  is  awake  to  the  needs  of  the  children  of 
our  city,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  contract  has  just  been  let 
for  the  erection  and  completion  of  a  new  high  school  building  at  a 
cost  of  approximately  $200,000. 

The  building  will  be  pushed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
and  when  completed  will  be  equipped  with  everything  found  in  a 
modern  high  school  building. 

One  thing,  as  school  officials,  we  need  to  remember,  is  that  school 
facilities  and  equipment,  no  matter  how  satisfactory  or  elaborate 
are  of  little  value  without  a  strong  teaching  force.  On  the  principle 
of  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  that  great  body  of  tax- 
payers and  school  patrons  who  are  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  in- 
terested in  the  election  of  anyone,  save  one  that  is  qualified  to  do  the 
work,  should  receive  first  consideration  by  those  in  whose  hands  the 
selection  of  teachers  is  placed,  and  only  those  who  are  best  qualified 
for  the  work  should  be  employed.  To  pursue  any  other  policy  means 
simply  a  useless  expenditure  of  the  peoples'  money  and  a  waste  of 
time  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

In  this  connection,  we  wish  to  say  that  we  hail  with  delight  the 
growing  tendency  to  eliminate,  from  what  has  been  for  some  time 
required  work,  a  lot  of  rubbish  that  has  hitherto  found  a  resting 
place  in  many  courses  of  study. 

To  all  who  helped,  in  anyway,  to  make  the  year's  work  successful 
we  wish  to  express  our  thanks. 

To  those,  who,  without  honor  or  reward,  are  working  so  hard  on  a 
new  school  code  to  present  to  the  next  legislature,  we  pledge  our 
support,  with  the  hope  that  this  time  a  code  will  be  adopted  that 
will  greatly  benefit  the  schools  of  our  state,  because  formulated  by 
persons  who  have  made  a  life  study  of  the  school  question,  and  that, 
too,  without  bickering  on  the  part  of  politicians. 
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NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— H.  U.  Nyhart. 


There  is  nothing  new  to  report  concerning  the  work  in  the  grades 
in  this  district.  As  stated  in  my  previous  reports,  special  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  teaching  of  English.  This  work  seems  to  be 
necessary  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  foreign  children  in  the 
district.  The  work  in  vocal  music  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Anthony 
lias  been  very  satisfactory.  The  work  in  drawing  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Anskis  has  continued  to  grow  more  popular  with  pupils 
and  teachers.  An  exhibition  of  the  work  in  drawing  was  placed  in 
each  room  in  the  district  during  the  last  week  of  school. 

The  high  school  work  has  been  very  satisfactory  although  the 
conditions  have  not  been  the  most  favorable.  On  account  of  the 
lack  of  room,  we  liave  been  compelled  to  require  three  teachers  to  do 
the  work  in  the  high  school  although  the  fourth  year  has  been  added 
to  the  course.  This  difficulty  will  be  overcome  during  the  coming 
school  year  when  the  high  school  Mill  occupy  the  new  high  school 
building  which  was  mentioned  in  my  last  report. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium, 
on  Thursday  evening,  June  lGth.  Six  young  ladies  were  awarded 
diplomas  for  the  completion  of  the  four-year  course. 

Patrons'  day  was  observed  during  the  last  week  of  school.  Many 
parents  visited  the  schools. 

The  new  law  requiring  school  officials  to  issue  employment  certifi- 
cates gave  ;i  considerable  amount  of  additional  work.  Through  the 
kindness  of  the  school  board,  two  clerks  were  provided  to  help  with 
the  work  during  the  first  few  days  of  January.  A  large  number  of 
the  boys  who  had  been  employed  about  the  collieries  were  unable  to 
qualify  under  this  new  law.  Tn  Wanamie  and  Alden  these  boys 
were  placed  in  the  regular  grades.  In  Glenyon  only  a  few  of  the  boys 
could  do  regular  grade  work  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  open  a 
special  school.  Forty-seven  boys  attended  this  room.  All  of  these 
hoys  have  now  qualified  or  have  been  prepared  to  do  the  work  in  the 
regular  grade  so  that  that  special  school  will  not  be  opened  during 
the  coming  school  year. 
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NORRISTOWN— A.  S.  Martin. 


During  the  school  year  ending  June  1910,  no  radical  changes  were 
made  in  the  course  of  study.  The  policy  was  to  emphasize  the 
essential  parts  of  the  subjects  studied.  Spelling,  reading,  good 
English,  the  fundamental  processes  in  arithmetic,  home  geography, 
and  home  civics  received  constant  attention. 

There  are  now  eighty-nine  teachers  in  our  corps,  many  of  whom 
improve  their  scholarship  and  professional  ideas  by  study  at  summer 
schools  and  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Others  devoted  consid- 
erable time  to  private  study  for  which  they  received  recognition 
through  examination  on  their  permanent  certificates. 

The  teachers  and  principals  of  the  different  buildings  met  period- 
ically to  exchange  opinions  on  methods  and  to  discuss  a  standard 
professional  work.  Three  parent-teachers  educational  meetings  and 
monthly  teachers'  institutes  were  held. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  public  schools  was  thirty-two  hundred, 
of  whom  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  had  enrolled  in  the  high  school. 
The  class  which  will  graduate  on  the  24th  of  June  numbers  seventy- 
three,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  Four  courses  are  main- 
tained in  the  high  school,  the  regular,  the  commercial,  the  manual 
training,  and  the  classical. 

Two  of  the  school  buildings  were  supplied  with  the  best  modern 
sanitary  equipments  at  a  considerable  expense.  An  athletic  field, 
complete  in  every  essential,  was  added  to  the  school  property  at  a 
cost  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000.) 

The  school  savings  fund  had  a  prosperous  year.  The  system  was 
introduced  in  1890.  The  amount  deposited  since  the  inception  of 
the  system  is  $201,105.12.  The  amount  remaining  on  deposit  to 
date  is  $27,925.86.  The  total  deposit  for  the  year  is  $10,152.57,  an 
increase  of  $1,077.56  over  last  year. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  co-operation  of  the  parents,  pupils, 
teachers  and  directors.  We  also  acknowledge  the  friendly  criticisms 
of  the  press  and  valuable  suggestions  which  we  have  received  from 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


NORTHAMPTON— W.  D.   Landis. 


The  school  term  of  ten  months  for  the  year  1909-10  closed  June  17, 
1910.     The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1003,  an  increase  of 
79  over  last  years'  enrollment. 
16—6—1910 
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Our  commencement  exercises  were  of  an  exceptionally  high  order 
and  were  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  a  large  and  appreciative  audience. 
We  graduated  a  class  of  10.  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  Wilkes- 
Barre  Public  Schools,  delivered  an  excellent  address  to  the  graduates. 

Our  corps  of  teachers  numbers  25,  of  whom  1  is  a  college  graduate, 
19  normal  school  graduates,  3  hold  permanent  certificates  and  2 
provisional  certificates. 

The  teachers  met  regularly  on  the  first  and  third  Monday  of  each 
month,  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month  they  met  by  grades  and 
studied  the  Stockton  Methods  by  Miss  Winter-burn,  of  the  Stockton 
City  Schools,  California.  We  found  this  a  very  helpful  book  in  our 
work.  On  the  third  Monday  of  each  month,  subjects  along  general 
lines  in  education  were  discussed. 

Teachers  again  visited  the  patrons,  thereby  becoming  better  ac- 
quainted with  them  and  solicited  their  co-operation  in  the  work  of 
the  schools.     It  proves  to  be  very  profitable. 

We  observed  Patrons'  Day  in  the  month  of  April  and  found  the 
people  interested  in  their  children  and  the  work  they  are  doing. 
This  was  our  second  attempt  and  we  find  it  helps  us  in  our  work; 
pupils  take  greater  interest  and  do  better  work;  at  the  same  time 
it  seems  to  keep  them  in  school.  A  program  of  music,  readings  and 
an  address  on  ''The  Function  of  the  School"  by  the  Superintendent 
followed  the  exhibit. 

During  the  year  Eand-McNally  maps  were  supplied  for  all  the 
grades  above  the  fourth,  County  and  State  maps  were  placed  in  all 
third  and  fourth  grade  rooms.  The  Board  also  furnished  a  Lester 
piano  to  be  used  in  our  new  high  school. 

On  May  30th,  our  new  high  school  building  was  dedicated.  We  are 
now  enabled  to  accomodate  about  200  students,  and  our  building  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  this  section  of  the  State;  its  equipment  is 
modern  in  every  respect.  The  seating  capacity  of  the  auditorium 
is  781.    The  program  follows: 

Afternoon  Program. 

Music. 
Prayer,  Kev.  Thomas  Knecht. 

Music. 
Address,  The  Value  of  an  Education, Rev.  Geo.  P.  Stem. 

Music. 
Address,  The  Mantle  of  the  Soldier, Eev.  M.  N.  George. 

Music. 
Address,  Higher  Individualism, Rev.  H.  F.  Sieger. 

Music. 
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Address,  My  Town  and  My  People, Kev.  J.  G.  Rupp. 

Music. 

Benediction. 

(Music  by  Stempton  Band.) 

Evening  Program. 

Music — March. 

Prayer,   H  J.  Kuder. 

Music. 

Dedicatory  Address, Supt.  Geo.  Howell. 

(Scranton,  Pa.) 
Music. 

Address, Hon.  H.  W.  Scott. 

(President  Judge  of  Northampton  County  Courts.) 
Music. 

Address,    Reed  B.  Teitrick. 

(Deputy  State  Superintendent,  Harrisburg.) 

Music. 

Benediction. 

The  day  of  dedication  is  one  long  to  be  remembered  and  marks 
the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  education  in  our  town.  Already 
parents  look  forward  with  pride  to  the  time  when  their  sons  and 
daughters  will  enter  the  beautiful  structure  and  enroll  as  students 
of  the  high  school. 

With  a  good  substantial  modern  building,  well  equipped,  in  each 
ward  and  a  beautiful  high  school  centrally  located,  we  are  well  pre- 
pared to  serve  our  people. 

Much  credit  is  due  the  Board  of  Education  for  their  harmonious 
efforts  to  improve  our  schools  along  all  lines. 


OIL  CITY— James  J.  Palmer. 


Our  school  opened  last  September  with  six  additional  teachers,  four 
in  the  grades  and  two  in  the  High  School.  This  addition  to  the 
teaching  force  was  provided  in  orcier  to  reduce  the  number  of  pupils 
per  teacher.  Efficient  work  in  the  school  room  depends  first  upon  a 
well  qualified  teacher  and  second  upon  the  general  condition  of  the 
class  as  regards  ability  to  take  instruction.  One  of  the  requisite 
conditions  is  few  enough  pupils  so  that  each  one  may  have  a  reason- 
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able  amount  of  individual  attention.  The  much  talked  of  Batavia 
system  and  other  similar  devices,  after  all,  only  emphasizes  the  need 
for  a  closer  contact  between  the  teaching  personality  and  the  learning 
mind. 

An  improvement  in  the  teaching  corps,  which  has  proved  very 
valuable  during  tbe  year,  was  the  appointment  of  one  of  our  best 
teachers  to  the  position  of  general  supply.  It  is  probably  safe  to  say 
that,  through  her  efforts  no  pupil  has  materially  suffered  from  the 
absence,  through  sickness,  of  his  regular  teacher,  and  it  is  just  pos- 
sible that  in  some  cases  she  has  really  built  the  school  up  in  some 
points,  in  which  she  is  more  proficient  than  the  regular  teacher. 
"When  not  serving  as  a  supply  she  has  given  good  service  by  individual 
help  to  pupils  who,  for  some  reason,  were  out  of  line  with  the  regu- 
lar class  work. 

Another  improvement  in  the  schools,  which  marks  an  important 
era  in  the  materia]  equipment  of  Oil  City  schools  was  the  completion 
of  what  is  called  the  "New  Fourth  Ward  Building,"  by  which  a 
four  room  building  was  remodeled  so  as  to  make  a  thoroughly 
modern  eight  room  building.  The  fact  that  eight  more  pupils  pre- 
sented themselves  for  enrollment,  in  the  first  grade,  at  the  opening 
day,  than  could  be  seated,  and  that  the  other  grades  throughout  the 
building  were  as  well  attended  as  some  of  the  other  buildings  in  the 
city  proves  the  need  for  this  added  equipment  to  the  school  rooms  of 
the   city. 

With  the  re-election  last  year,  the  board  voted  what  amounts  to 
practically  a  10  per  cent,  increase  in  the  salary  of  the  grade  teachers. 
Inning  the  year  the  grading  of  the  schools  has  been  slightly  modified 
to  make  two  grades  to  each  year's  work.  It  is  believed  this  will 
make  a  more  flexible  system  of  grading  than  the  single  one  year 
grade,  and  remove  among  other  conditions,  the  temptation  to  pro- 
mote, from  one  grade  to  the  next,  pupils  who  are  scarcely  qualified, 
rather  than  ask  them  to  repeat  another  year.  In  pursuance  of  this 
plan,  there  was  a  promotion,  from  the  8th  grade  to  the  High  School, 
at  the  mid-year,  of  a  class  of  pupils  who  have  done  excellent  work  and 
have  finished  their  first  half  year  in  the  High  School. 

One  of  the  problems  of  school  administration  is  to  get  thoroughly 
equipped  teachers  into  the  schools,  while  still  another  problem  and  an 
equally  important  one  is  to  keep  the  regularly  employed  teachers  from 
getting  into  the  "Lock  Step  System"  of  "marking  time"  so  much 
discussed  in  recent  years  with  reference  to  pupils.  Oil  City  teachers 
have  responded  readily  to  suggestions  for  professional  improvement, 
and  in  no  particular  more  heartily  than  in  the  study  of  some  vital, 
professional  problem.  The  general  topic  for  teacher's  meetings  dur- 
ing the  year  was,  "Teaching  Children  to  Study,"  based  on  McMurry's 
book.     Last  year  the  topic  of  study  was  the  recitation,  this  year  the 
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study  period.  The  line  of  demarcation  between  these  two  periods 
of  school  life,  the  recitation  and  the  study  period,  has  been  made  en- 
tirely too  distinct,  and  our  teachers  are  attempting  more  and  more  to 
work  out  the  teaching  recitation,  suggested  by  Dr.  McMurry,  by  which 
the  pupil  learns  to  think  in  both  periods. 

With  the  addition  of  new  studies  in  the  curriculum  and  the  at- 
tention given  to  new  phases  of  teaching  there  is  ever  danger  that  those 
studies  which  constitute  the  essential  elements  of  a  common  school 
education  may  lose  their  proper  share  of  attention.  Many  times 
spelling  has  suffered  in  this  way.  During  the  year  we  have  given 
particular  attention  to  the  efficient  teaching  of  spelling  taken  in  its 
proper  sense,  that  of  building  up  an  intelligent  vocabulary.  All  that 
the  study  of  words  has  to  do  with  their  meaning,  pronunciation, 
character  and  use  in  written  and  oral  sentences  and  their  derivatives 
and  compounds  has  received  emphasis.  Our  slogan  has  been  that, 
it  is  much  easier  and  decidedly  more  profitable  to  teach  a  child,  at 
the  first  trial,  to  spell  correctly  than  it  is  to  allow  him  to  learn  to 
misspell  first  and  then  correctly  afterward. 

Another  important  modification  in  the  schools  during  the  year 
was  in  the  organization  of  the  High  School  for  efficient  work  after 
the  plan  of  a  public  school,  rather  than  after  the  general  plan  of  a 
college.  To  secure  this  result  the  9th  grade  was  changed  from  the 
departmental  program  to  several  sections,  each  in  charge  of  a  well- 
equipped  teacher,  who  taught  the  class  in  the  principal  studies  of  the 
first  year  in  the  High  School,  looked  after  the  study  periods,  and  in 
other  ways  gave  those  pupils  that  were  hers  all  the  help  which  pupils 
of  that  age  require.  Only  enough  of  the  departmental  plan  including 
penmanship,  manual  training  and  German  was  retained  in  order  to 
introduce  pupils  gradually  to  the  departmental  organization  of  the 
higher  classes. 

Our  institute  sessions  proved  helpful  and  satisfactory  to  the  teach- 
ers. They  were  held  on  five  different  days  during  the  year  and  each 
number  was  as  good  as  could  be  obtained,  and  of  a  high  standard. 
Two  phases  of  importance  of  the  closing  of  the  schools  seems  worthy 
of  mention.  The  eighth  grade  pupils,  who  were  promoted  to  the 
high  school,  had,  for  the  first  time,  special  closing  exercises  which 
mark  the  completion  of  what  some  consider  the  common  school 
course.  It  certainly  marks  an  important  change  in  the  education 
of  our  boys  and  girls  and  we  believe  the  pupils  who  finish  this  part 
successfully  deserve  recognition  for  work  well  done.  The  graduation 
class  of  the  high  school  possessed  a  characteristic  which  received 
considerable  favorable  comment  in  the  community,  from  the  fact  that 
nineteen  of  the  forty-six  members  were  boys  and  boys  of  the  strongest 
type  of  young  manhood.     We  believe  if  the  high  school  makes  its 
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work  seem  absolutely  worth  while  that  the  boys,  as  well  as  the  girls, 
will  usually  take  the  time  to  complete  it  properly.  The  general  tone 
of  the  community  has  been  favorable  to  efficient  work  in  the  schools. 

As  school  officials  we  must  remember  that  the  parents  of  the 
children,  though  usually  silent,  still  are  deeply  interested  in  what  the 
schools  are  doing,  and  that  their  co-operation  is  one  of  the  strongest 
elements  of  success. 

In  presenting  this,  my  second  report  of  the  Oil  City  schools, 
I  beg  to  make  grateful  acknowledgement  of  the  splendid  co-operation, 
not  only  of  the  School  Board  and  an  unusually  efficient  corps  of 
teachers,  but  as  well  of  the  loyal  support  of  the  patrons  of  the  schools 
and  citizens  at  large,  and  of  the  intelligent,  industrious,  body  of 
pupils. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cummings. 


Notwithstanding  many  adverse  conditions,  the  term  of  1909-10  was 
a  fairly  successful  one.  Pending  the  completion  of  our  new  building, 
many  of  our  schools  were  forced  to  occupy  temporary  quarters,  where 
inadequate  heat,  light  and  ventilation  greatly  interfered  with  the 
work.  In  spite  of  these  conditions,  however,  the  work  done  in  the 
grades  was  quite  satisfactory,  Avhile  a  class  of  eleven,  (larger  than  the 
average, )  finished  the  high  school  course  and  received  diplomas.  No 
commencement  exercises  were  held  owing  to  our  inability  to  secure 
the  Opera  House  or  other  suitable  place  in  which  to  hold  them. 

In  common  with  all  mining  towns,  we  have  in  Olyphant  a  large 
foreign  population.  In  the  homes  of  the  great  majority  of  these 
the  native  tongue  only  is  spoken,  but  many  of  the  children  by  as- 
sociation with  children  of  American  parents  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  English  before  they  reach  the  age  for  entering  school.  In  such 
cases  they  make  rapid  progress,  frequently  surpassing  children  of 
English  speaking  parents.  Where,  however,  colonization  takes  place, 
and  it  exists  on  a  smaller  or  larger  scale  in  every  mining  town,  the 
result  is  different.  In  such  case  a  whole  street,  and  sometimes  sev- 
eral adjacent  streets  are  peopled  by  a  common  foreign  nationality. 
Here  the  children  have  no  opportunity  of  associating  with  English 
speaking  companions,  so  that  when  they  enter  school  they  have  little 
or  no  knowledge  of  English.  Thus  a  double  burden  is  placed  upon 
the  teaclfer  while  the  progress  of  the  child  is  necessarily  slow,  he 
being  frequently  from  one  to  three  years  behind  his  proper  grade.     A 
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remedy  for  this  condition  is  one  of  the  problems  that  confront  us. 
The  kindergarten  is,  I  believe,  the  proper  solution,  but  those  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  are  most  needed  are  financially  unable  to  support 
them. 

Our  new  Central  School  is  now  completed  and  will  be  formally 
opened  during  the  early  part  of  September.  In  addition  to  the 
high  school,  it  is  designed  to  accommodate  the  grades  for  the  central 
part  of  the  town.  It  contains  ten  class  rooms  of  the  standard  size, 
offices  for  the  board  of  directors  and  the  superintendent  of  schools, 
recitation  rooms,  literary  and  laboratory,  together  with  an  audito- 
rium capable  of  seating  four  hundred  people.  Its  cost,  exclusive  of 
the  furnishings  is  about  f  50,000,  and  it  has  been  pronounced  by  prom- 
inent educators  to  be  one  of  the  best  equipped  school  buildings  in  the 
county. 

The  completion  of  our  Central  school,  however,  will  not  wholly 
provide  for  our  rapidly  increasing  enrollment,  and  we  are  at  present 
erecting  another  four  room  building  on  Fern  Hill  in  the  Fourth  Ward. 
It  will  have  all  modern  improvements  and  will  cost  about  $15,000. 

Great  improvement  has  taken  place  during  the  past  two  years 
in  the  wages  paid  female  teachers  in  this  district.  According  to  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  year  1909, 
the  average  salary  paid  was  $55.90  per  month,  an  amount  exceeded 
by  but  two  districts  in  the  county.  During  the  term  just  closed  the 
average  salary  paid  was  $58.00. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1341  an  increase  of  119  over  the 
previous  term.  The  attendance  in  the  two  parochial  schools  of 
children  residing  in  the  district  is  at  least  350,  making  about  1700 
children  attending  school  in  the  district.  Adding  to  this  the  150  boys 
and  girls  between  fourteen  and  sixteen,  who  are  working  we  have  a 
total  far  in  excess  of  the  number  credited  to  us  by  the  assessors, 
a  fact  which  proves  how  inadequate  is  the  present  method  of  making 
the  enrollment. 

The  new  child  labor  law,  modeled  after  the  compulsory  attendance 
provisions  in  the  proposed  new  school  code,  has  been  a  success  here. 
From  January  1st  when  the  law  went  into  effect,  to  the  close  of  the 
school  term  on  the  first  of  June,  150  employment  certificates  had 
been  issued.  More  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  those  who  received  cer- 
tificates were  able  to  produce  record  proof  of  age,  and  in  no  case  was 
it  necessary  to  issue  a  certificate  on  the  parent's  affidavit  alone.  I 
believe  the  law  is  being  honestly  observed  by  the  employers  of 
children  in  this  vicinity,  and  that  the  Department  of  Factory  In- 
spection and  The  Bureau  of  Mines  are  vigilant  in  enforcing  its  pro- 
visions. Few,  if  any  children  residing  in  this  district  are  at  present 
illegally  employed. 
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PHOENIXVILLE— Robert  E.  Larainy 


The  school  enrollment  still  shows  gain.  The  high  school  advanced 
from  210  to  238.  The  graduating  class  numbered  36.  An  additional 
teacher,  making  8  iu  all  exclusive  of  the  supervisors,  has  been  elected 
for  next  year.  Tlans  are  under  way  for  a  new  high  school  build- 
ing. Night  school  was  contiuued  in  commercial  branches  and  the 
sewing  classes  on  Saturday  afternoons.  Greater  care  has  been  taken 
both  to  increase  and  to  govern  the  social  activities  of  the  youug 
people.  The  graduating  class  gave  a  large  plaster  cast  of  "Winged 
Victory"  for  the  new  building. 

The  drawing  work  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Mar- 
shall, has  reached  a  state  of  strong  educational  value.  The  town 
observed  Home  Coming  Week  at  the  close  of  the  school  term.  The 
schools  had  important  parts  giving  an  evening  musical  entertain- 
ment before  thousands  of  people  in  the  townpark  and  furnishing 
an  exhibit  of  school  work  of  all  kinds  which  was  much  visited  and 
highly  commended.  Two  former  town  boys  and  school  teachers  were 
among  the  vistiois:  Wayne  McVeagh  and  Ex.  Gov.  Samuel  W.  Penny- 
packer. 

During  the  spring  a  Home  and  School  Association  was  formed 
which  intends  to  take  up  active  work  for  the  schools  in  the  new 
school  year.  The  teachers  continued  their  study  in  Bagley's  "Edu- 
cative Process"  and  pursued  in  addition  a  course  of  reading,  re- 
quired as  to  number  and  kind  but  elective  as  to  actual  volumes. 
Largely  through  the  efforts  of  several  of  the  male  teachers  the  college 
men  of  the  town  have  been  organized  into  a  University  Club  and 
among  other  objects  will  seek  to  aid  advancement  in  the  schools. 

The  general  grade  work  has  been  fairly  satisfactory.  There  was 
an  unusual  amount  of  sickness  with  the  usual  ill  results.  Some 
little  advance  was  made  in  penmanship.  The  course  in  moral  in- 
struction was  continued  and  commends  itself  as  a  wise  feature  of 
the  school  plans. 

Financially  the  district  came  out  about  $6,000  ahead.  In  spite 
of  this  a  building  tax  of  1£  mills  additional  was  laid  for  next  year  to 
provide  funds  for  the  extension  of  one  grade  building  and  the  erection 
of  a  new  high  school. 

The  schools  have  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  recent  death  of  its 
president,  Mr.  William  H.  Parsons,  well  known  in  the  directors' 
meetings  of  the  county  and  at  Harrisburg,  who  for  some  years  has 
been  actively  supporting  the  general  improvement  of  our  schools. 
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PITTSBURGH— Samuel  Andrews. 


Compared  with  the  statistics  of  1909,  the  public  schools  of  Pitts- 
burgh continue  to  show  a  healthy  and  substantial  growth.  In  this 
comparison  let  me  note  the  following  items: 

1909  1910 

School  buildings, 101  104 

High  school  teachers, 86  96 

Elementary  grade  teachers, 1,121  1,134 

Kindergarten  teachers,    105  110 

All  teachers  including  supervisors,   1,388  1,423 

Pupils  admitted  to  high  school, 2,676  2,861 

Pupils  admitted  to  elementary  schools, 49,894  50,075 

Pupils  admitted  to  kindergarten  schools, 4,081  4,279 

Number  of  Pupils  admitted  to  all  grades, 56,651  57,215 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  territorial  limits  of  the  city  are 
practically  the  same  as  they  were  last  year  and  that  during  this 
period  a  number  of  large  parochial  schools  and  numerous  private 
institutions  have  been  established  the  above  comparisons  shows  not 
only  a  marked  increase  in  the  school  population  of  Pittsburgh  but 
at  the  same  time  indicate  conclusively  that  the  public  schools  are 
holding  their  superior  rank  and  rightful  place  in  the  march  of  prog- 
ress. 

For  the  most  part  teachers  have  been  loyally  supported  by  intelli- 
gent and  sympathetic  directors.  Ample  accommodations  have  been 
provided  for  all  schools,  and  Pittsburgh  can  truthfully  claim  that 
a  student  desk  is  ready  for  every  child  that  applies  for  admission  as  a 
pupil. 

The  Pittsburgh  Playground  Association  which  has  always  re- 
ceived financial  support  and  official  encouragement  from  the  Central 
Board  of  Education  was  at  last  able  to  impress  upon  the  whole  city 
the  need  and  possible  benefits  of  its  mission,  and  to  secure  during 
the  last  year  the  substantial  recognition  of  the  city  Councils.  With 
the  splendid  work  accomplished  in  so  short  a  time  and  the  larger 
scope  of  projected  plans  to  be  realized  when  the  financial  aid 
already  assured  shall  become  available,  it  is  not  too  much  to  pre- 
dict for  Pittsburgh  a  system  of  recreation  centers,  vacation  schools 
and  organized  play  that  shall  make  her  a  model  among  the  great 
centers  of  population. 

The  Tuberculosis  League,  which  has  recently  undertaken  a  great 
and  commendable  work  in  this  city,  has  already  shown  its  far  reach- 
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ing  purpose  and  good  intentions  by  seeking  to  warn  all  citizens,  old 
and  young,  against  the  dreaded  "white  plague."  During  the  past 
year  special  instructors,  under  the  direct  auspices  of  the  League, 
visited  all  the  schools  of  the  city  and  gave  plain,  practical  talks  to 
the  children,  teaching  them  by  outlines  and  illustrations  the  pre- 
cautions to  be  taken  and  the  means  to  be  used  to  prevent  and  avoid 
tubercular  infection. 

While  it  is  not  possible  as  yet  to  have  uniform  medical  inspection 
in  all  of  the  schools,  the  directors  have  not  been  unmindful  or  in 
any  way  negligent  of  their  share  in  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
school  health.  The  school  buildings  throughout  the  city  are,  as 
a  whole,  kept  scrupuously  clean,  well  ventilated  and  frequently  dis- 
infected and  always  sanitary.  Much  credit  is  due  the  Health  De- 
partment of  our  city  for  its  prompt  and  efficient  service  and  its 
helpful  attitude  to  the  public  school  needs.  On  the  morning  of 
every  school  day  the  principal  or  head  techer  in  each  school  build- 
ing receives  a  complete  list  of  the  cases  of  communicable  diseases 
reported  to  the  Department  on  the  preceding  day  or  days  and  an  ap- 
pended list  of  all  cases  released  from  quarantine  This  plan  enables 
the  schools  to  protect  themselves  against  possible  contagion  from 
members  of  affected  families. 

Acknowledgment  is  also  due  the  Bureau  of  Health  and  its  efficient 
head  Dr.  J.  F.  Edwards  for  a  number  of  valuable  information  cir- 
culars issued  during  the  past  year.  These  circulars  contained  not 
only  practical  suggestions  and  definite  instructions  relative  to  com- 
municable diseases  and  quarantine  regulations  but  furnished,  also, 
helpful  lessons  in  home  and  school  hygiene  for  classroom  use. 

A  number  of  sub-districts  have  for  several  years  employed  local 
physicians  to  look  after  their  schools,  to  guard  against  or  discover 
incipient  diseases  and  to  give  free  professional  advice  whenever  need- 
ed. In  several  districts  the  Civic  Club  of  Allegheny  County  gave 
authority  and  support  to  initial  medical  inspection. 

The  evening  high  school  organized  under  the  authority  and  di- 
rection of  the  Central  Board  of  Education  three  years  ago,  has  been 
continued  with  marked  and  gratifying  success.  Not  only  has  it 
maintained  its  initial  attendance  and  interest,  but  has  greatly  ex- 
tended its  field  of  usefulness  in  the  community  and  attracted  larger 
numbers  of  students  each  successive  year. 

During  the  past  school  year  a  special  effort  was  made  to  unify 
the  course  of  instruction  for  the  elementary  schools.  Through  the 
active  co-operation  of  the  ward  principals  the  Course  of  Study  was 
supplemented  by  a  Syllabus,  designed  to  specify  as  definitely  as 
possible  the  lines  and  limits  of  grade  work  in  each  subject.  While 
not  complete  or  entirely  satisfactory  this  Syallabus  will  be  used 
as  the  course  of  study  for  next  term  with  a  view  to  perfecting 
ii  after  another  year's  trial. 
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POTTSTOWN— W.  W.  Kupert. 


We  indicate  in  this  report  some  lines  of  work  that  are  new  in  this 
district. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  directors  and  superintendent  have  ob- 
served with  some  concern  the  tendency  to  spend  too  much  money  at 
commencement  time.  Dresses,  flowers,  programs,  functions  cost  too 
much.  Commencement  is  a  great  occasion,  and  one  upon  which 
it  is  proper  to  spend  some  money.  Our  problem  has  been  to  keep 
the  expenditures  within  reasonable  limits. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  superintendent  called  a  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  graduating  class,  their  parents,  the  faculty  of  the 
high  school,  and  the  officers  of  the  board.  The  program  for  the 
evening  included  music  by  the  Senior  Glee  Club  and  a  free,  frank 
discussion  of  the  question,  "How  may  the  expenses  incident  to  com- 
mencement be  reduced?"  Pupils,  teachers,  superintendent,  parents, 
directors,  all  participated  in  the  discussion.  The  best  of  feeling 
prevailed,  for  all  perceived  clearly  enough  that  expenses  could  easily 
be  reduced  without  in  the  least  marring  the  pleasures  of  the  great 
day.  No  rules  were  formulated,  no  resolutions  were  passed.  It  was 
simply  understood  that  good  taste  and  good  sense  should  rule. 
The  matter  of  commencement  expenses  was  cheerfully  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  members  of  the  class,  the  parents,  and  the  faculty. 
It  is  with  genuine  pleasure  we  record  the  fact  that  no  commence- 
ment here  has  given  greater  satisfaction  in  these  particulars  than  that 
of  1910.     The  expenses  were,  in  all  particulars,  proper  and  reasonable. 

Parents'  Day  was  given  much  prominence  in  the  schools  during 
the  present  year.  Hundreds  of  parents  responded  to  the  invitations 
sent  out  by  the  teachers.  The  programs  upon  these  days  consisted 
of  the  regular  recitations  (modified  to  suit  the  occasion),  addresses 
of  welcome,  music,  recitation  of  memory  selections,  calisthenic  exer- 
cises, dramatizations  and  exhibits  of  work  by  the  children.  Such 
meetings  have  done  much  to  bring  parents  and  teachers  into  sympa- 
thetic co-operation. 

When  the  new  compulsory  attendance  law  went  into  effect  last 
January  we  found  a  few  children  who,  although  they  were  fourteen 
years  of  age,  could  not  read  English  intelligently.  These  pupils 
were  too  large  and  too  old  to  be  accommodated  in  the  regular  pri- 
mary schools.  We  solved  this  problem  by  establishing  a  special 
school  for  such  pupils.  A  male  teacher  who  had  demonstrated  his 
ability  both  as  a  teacher  and  as  a  disciplinarian  was  placed  in 
charge.     This  school  not  only  offered  a  superior  opportunity  to  teach 
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these  neglected  children,  but  it  at  the  same  time  made  it  possible  to 
make  special  provision  for  those  children  who  were  difficult  to  control 
in  the  regular  schools.  Here  and  there  were  schools  in  which  two 
or  three  boys  gave  the  teacher  much  trouble.  If  these  could  be 
eliminated,  the  tiuie  and  energy  that  went  to  the  discipline  of  these 
boys,  could  be  turned  to  those  who  were  willing  to  learn.  We, 
therefore,  sent  to  our  special  school  all  boys  whose  record  plainly 
indicated  that  such  a  course  would  do  two  things,  improve  the  boys 
and  also  the  schools  from  which  they  were  taken.  The  school  was 
a  marked  success. 

At  the  end  of  the  ninth  month  the  superintendent  noted  that  in 
the  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  grades  there  were  eighty  pupils  who 
were  a  few  points  below  the  standard  required  for  promotion.  We 
decided  to  give  these  children  some  special  help  in  the  hope  that  at 
the  final  examination  they  would  be  able  to  demonstrate  their  fitness 
for   promotion. 

During  the  last  two  weeks  of  the  term  we  have  a  single  session, 
The  morning  one.  It  seemed  most  unwise  to  let  the  educational  plant 
stand  idle  when  so  much  work  was  plainly  in  sight.  Two  schools 
were  organized  for  the  needy  children.  A  strong  teacher  was  placed 
at  (he  head  of  each  and  volunteer  teachers  from  the  regular  corps 
were  secured  for  the  special  work.  Fifty-six  of  the  eighty  pupils 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  for  special  study,  and  of 
this  11  umber  thirty  were  found  worthy  of  promotion. 

This  special  work  was  intensive  in  character.  It  was  done  in  a 
happy,  cheerful,  optimistic  mood,  and  the  results  amply  justify  the 
time,  energy,  and  money  spent. 


POTTSVILLE— S.  A.  Thurlow. 


At  the  opening  of  the  school  term  we  were  somewhat  handicapped 
owing  to  the  absence  of  our  superintendent  who  was  at  the  seaside 
living  to  recover  from  a  nervous  collapse  due,  partly  to  a  little 
too  much  strenuousness  connected  with  the  school  work  of  the  year, 
and  partly  to  worry  connected  with  a  long  hunt  for  a  high  school 
principal.  Fortunately,  however,  owing  to  a  very  capable  clerk  in 
the  superintendent's  office,  together  with  a  corps  of  teachers  whose 
long  experience  enabled  them  to  do  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time, 
and  to  the  efficiency  of  a  very  considerate,  patient  school  board,  the 
work  of  the  schools  moved  right  along  in  the  even  tenor  of  their 
ways,  without  break  or  interruption.  Personally,  I  am  very  glad 
to  report  that  the  superintendent  is  now  able  to  attend  strictly  to 
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his  duties,  having  an  appetite  and  a  mental  vigor  superior  to  anything 
of  the  kind  which  he  has  heretofore  enjoyed. 

In  closing  my  report  last  year,  I  remarked  that,  while  our  pace 
in  school  work  might  be  regarded  by  some  as  a  little  slow,  yet  there 
would  be  a  pace,  not  radical  enough  to  alarm  any  one  yet  progressive 
enough  to  keep  us  in  touch  with  the  best  that  is  being  done  in  school 
work. 

Our  teachers  have  worked  hard  and  faithfully  and,  as  a  result,  an 
unusually  large  number  of  pupils  well  prepared  for  advancement,  will 
be  promoted  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

Our  attendance  officer  has  been  very  faithful  in  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  truancy  laws,  punishing  the  violators,  whether 
parents  or  children.  The  attractiveness  of  the  school  room,  the 
fascination  of  interesting  books,  and  the  kindness  of  teachers  too 
often  fail  to  hold  an  uneasy,  restless  boy  in  school.  Fortunately 
for  him  and  fortunately  for  the  communitj7  where  he  lives,  the  truant 
officer  will  get  him  "If  he  doesn't  watch  out." 

The  'employment  certificate'  laws  have  been  carefully  observed 
and  an  honest  endeaveor  has  been  made  to  furnish  certificates  to 
children  entitled  to  them  and  to  no  others.  In  some  instances  parents 
have  really  needed  the  assistance  of  their  children  and  have  taken 
them  from  school  very  reluctantly,  but,  too  often,  their  own  selfish 
interests,  or  even  no  interest  at  all,  have  caused  them  to  neglect  the 
best  interests  of  their  children  and  rob  them  of  the  benefits  of  a 
good  education,  which  is  the  rightful  heritage  of  every  child  in  the 
State. 

Whenever  any  change  is  made  in  the  present  form  of  this  law,  an 
opportunity  should  be  given  to  the  strong,  healthy  boy,  without 
strict  regard  to  his  age,  a  chance  to  work  at  some  simple  form  of 
employment  during  his  vacations.  As  the  law  now  stands,  no  one 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  is  allowed  to  do  anything  of  real  value 
hence,  during  his  vacation,  he  must  either  loaf  or  break  the  law,  a 
most  unfortunate  condition  of  things. 

The  new  laws  excluding  children  from  school  so  long  for  some  of 
the  simple  forms  of  contagious  diseases,  such  as  mumps,  measles,  and 
chicken  pox,  have  been  a  serious  handicap  to  us  this  year.  Nearly 
all  school  children  are  likely  to  have  these  diseases,  and,  generally, 
suffer  no  permanent  harm  from  them.  Better  regard  them  as  a  part 
of  our  regular  course,  to  be  taken  and  disposed  of  whenever  caught  in 
the  regular  trend  of  school  life,  without  hindrance  or  restriction. 
Touching  diseases  of  a  more  serious  character,  too  much  precaution 
cannot  be  observed.  Our  trouble  has  been  to  keep  children  in  a 
quarantined  house  or  district  from  associating  with  other  children 
and,  in  this  way,  widely  spreading  the  very  disease  which  we  are 
trying  to  check. 
18 
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The  laws  relating  to  the  sale  and  use  of  the  cigarrette  are  of  very 
little  value  to  us  in  Pottsville.  The  lads  can  all  get  the  cigarrettes 
from  their  older  brothers  of  friends  whenever  they  care  for  them 
and  so  the  harmful  practice  is  continued  regardless  of  the  law.  A 
change  in  the  law,  making  it  a  punishable  offense  for  the  lad  him- 
self whenever  a  cigarrette  is  found  in  his  possession,  would  greatly 
restrict  its  use. 

Our  school  board  is  responding  very  generously  to  the  request 
of  our  teachers  for  text  books  of  a  practical  character  and  most  im- 
proved methods  whenever  a  new  book  is  needed  to  take  the  place 
of  an  old  one  of  inferior  character.  Text  books  are  among  the  chief 
factors,  tools,  if  you  please,  for  doing  the  work  of  the  school  room. 
If  these  tools  are  of  an  inferior  workmanship,  the  work  done,  both 
in  quality  and  quantity,  must  necessarily  suffer.  Give  us  good 
teachers  and  good  books  and  we  will  give  you  good  schools. 

I  anticipate  a  pleasant  and  profitable  school  year  and  thank  Dr. 
Schaeffer  and  his  department  for  the  courtesies  and  assistance  re- 
ceived from  them  during  the  year,  and  express  the  hope  that  they 
will  soon  give  us  a  good,  practical  school  code,  and  a  uniform  course 
of  study,  extending  from  the  primary  grade  to  the  high  school. 


PUNXSUTAWNEY— F.   S.  Jackson. 


The  school  year  which  came  to  a  close  May  27th,  1910,  was  one 
of  progress.  Without  exception  our  teaching  force  was  composed  of 
earnest,  conscientious  teachers  and  their  work  was  maintained  at  a 
high  standard  during  the  year. 

^Ye  have  broken  the  lock-step  of  the  regular  yearly  grade  promo- 
tions by  inaugurating  a  system  which  permits  the  more  capable  child 
to  pass  into  the  succeeding  grade  at  the  middle  of  the  school  year.  In 
the  grades  below  the  eighth,  pupils  attaining  a  standard  of  ninety 
per  cent,  for  the  work  for  the  first  four  months  in  the  year  are 
passed  on  to  the  next  grade  at  the  middle  of  the  year.  In  the  eighth 
grade  pupils  of  superior  ability  are  allowed  to  carry  a  unit  of 
high  school  work  if  they  are  able  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  standard 
of  work  both  in  the  eighth  grade  and  in  the  high  school  subject. 

February  11th  was  patrons'  day  and  the  register  showed  a  great- 
er number  of  visitors  at  the  buildings  than  ever  before.  A  lecture  on 
Forestry  in  the  High  School  Auditorium  the  same  evening  was  well 
attended;  Hon.  S.  B.  Elliott,  of  the  State  Forestry  Commission  de- 


No.  6.  RADNOR  TOWNSHIP.  255 

livered  the  lecture.  February  12th  educational  programs  of  interest 
were  given  both  forenoon  and  afternoon.  These  meetings  were  well 
attended  and  aroused  much  interest  in  some  of  our  local  educational 
problems. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  school  year  1908-09,  a  school  orches- 
tra was  organized  in  connection  with  our  music  department.  This 
orchestra  became  very  popular  during  the  past  year  and  now  numbers 
seventeen  pieces;  it  furnished  music  for  all  school  events  during  the 
year. 

Special  effort  has  been  made  to  interest  the  pupils  in  the  common 
phases  of  nature.  Toward  the  close  of  the  year  our  pupils  purchased 
more  than  6400  penny  packets  of  garden  and  flower  seeds  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  home  gardening  during  the  summer  vacation. 
It  is  our  purpose  to  make  this  gardening  the  basis  of  work  in  lan- 
guage and  composition. 

Six  new  school  rooms  have  been  constructed.  These  rooms  are 
modern  in  every  respect  and  are  being  equipped  with  adjustable 
seats.  The  walls  in  another  of  our  buildings  have  been  tinted, 
leaving  us  with  only  one  building  with  unfinished  walls.  This  will 
probably  be  finished  next  year. 

Directors  have  shown  their  interest  by  frequent  visits  in  the 
schools  and  their  presence  has  been  an  inspiration  to  teachers  and 
pupils.  At  all  times  the  members  of  the  Board  have  performed 
their  duties  faithfully  and  fearlessly  with  an  eye  single  to  the  progress 
and  welfare  of  the  educational  interests  under  their  direction.  They 
deserve  the  thanks  of  the  people  for  their  untiring  efforts. 

I  desire  to  extend  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Department 
for  the  many  courtesies  extended  during  the  year. 


RADNOR  TOWNSHIP,  DELAWARE  COUNTY— George  H.  Wilson. 


The  schools  of  this  township  have  made  the  usual  advance  during 
the  year  just  closed. 

Two  new  buildings  have  been  added  during  the  year,  the  High 
School  at  Wayne  and  the  new  Grammar  School  at  Rosemont. 

The  completion  of  the  new  High  School  marks  a  new  epoch  in 
the  educational  life  of  this  community,  providing  as  it  does  for 
adequate  preparation  along  all  lines  of  secondary  school  work.  The 
building  is  a  handsome  structure,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long 
and  seventy  feet  deep,  with  a  gymnasium  in  a  separate  building  in  the 
rear,  eighty  feet  long  and  fifty  feet  wide.     The  main  building  con- 


256  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

tains  ten  class  renins  of  large  size,  laboratories  for  chemistry  and 
physics,  a  manual  training  department  and  one  for  domestic  science. 
On  the  second  floor  is  a  large  assembly  room  and  auditorium  with  a 
seating  capacity  of  five  hundred  and  a  stage  capable  of  holding  all 
pupils  of  the  school  graduation  and  other  exercises. 

Offices  for  superintendent  and  principal,  a  directors'  room  and 
library,  and  rest  room  for  teachers  and  pupils  help  to  make  a  com- 
plete and  thoroughly  equipped  building  for  this  phase  of  school 
work. 

New  equipment  has  been  added  to  the  laboratories  and  manual 
training  department  as  well  as  to  the  gymnasium  and  a  great  impetus 
had  been  added  to  these  lines  of  work  during  the  past  year.  The 
domestic  science  plant  will  be  installed  during  the  summer  and  this 
work  will  be  placed  on  a  level  with  the  other  departments  during 
the  coming  year.  In  addition,  plans  are  under  way  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  night  school  during  the  coming  winter,  thus  providing  an 
opportunity  for  higher  education  for  those  who  have  been  forced 
for  various  reasons  to  leave  school  before  reaching  this  point  in 
school  life. 

In  order  that  the  teaching  work  may  keep  pace  with  the  more 
mechanical  features  of  the  work,  the  Board  of  Directors  have  raised 
the  maximum  salary  of  grade  teachers  to  eighty-five  dollars  per 
month  and  of  high  school  teachers  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  month, 
advances  to  be  determined  not  only  by  length  of  term  of  service,  but 
also  by  additional  training  and  meritorious  work. 

Under  these  conditions  there  is  no  reason  why  the  township  school 
system  should  not  progress  to  a  point  where  it  can  offer  advantages 
and  opportunities  unexcelled  by  any  other  system.  The  advantage 
of  liberal  policy  in  the  matter  of  salaries  is  apparent  in  the  fact  that 
but  two  resignations  of  teachers  have  been  received  during  the  year, 
giving  us  for  the  coming  year  a  well-trained  and  disciplined  corps, 
familiar  with  the  system  and  ils  standards  and  capable  of  carrying 
on  the  work  with  little  of  the  delay  and  loss  consequent  to  the  re- 
adjustment of  new  teachers. 


BEADING— Charles  S.   Foos. 


Beading,  although  a  conservative  community,  desires  good  schools, 
and  continues  to  build  slowly  but  progressively.  The  past  school 
year  has  been  an  industrious  one.  Or  course,  the  greater  part  of  the 
work  is  not  evident  to  (he  layman,  nevertheless  much  has  been  done 
to  minimize  the  undesirable  and  maximize  the  desirable.     Among 
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significant  facts  worthy  of  more  than  passing  note  may  be  mentioned : 
dental  inspection,  the  placing  of  a  ban  on  social  functions  in  the 
high  schools,  one  session  in  the  high  schools ;  the  issuance  of  working 
certificates,  the  reconstruction  of  the  normal  training  course  and  the 
revision  of  the  course  for  this  department. 

Dental  Inspection. 

Dental  inspection,  in  my  opinion,  was  one  of  the  most  telling  de- 
partures. Early  in  the  present  calendar  year  the  Beading  Dental 
Society,  with  the  consent  of  the  Sanitation  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  assigned  its  members  to  the  various  school  buildings  of 
the  city  to  examine  the  teeth  of  the  pupils.  Blanks  in  duplicate — one 
for  the  parents  and  one  for  the  school  authorities — descriptive  of  the 
condition  of  each  child's  teeth  were  fillled  out.  The  investigation 
disclosed  the  fact  that  one  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  had  perfect  teeth 
and  that  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  had  never  had  dental  service  of 
any  kind.  Only  half  the  pupils  had  ever  used  a  tooth  brush.  Ap- 
proximately ten  per  cent,  under  fifteen  years  of  age  had  permanent 
teeth  extracted;  eighty  per  cent,  had  green  stain;  twenty-five  per 
cent,  tartar ;  twenty-five  per  cent,  putrescent  pulp ;  twenty  per  cent, 
exposed  pulp.  The  pupils  of  the  Beading  schools  have  40,000  cavi- 
ties in  permanent  teeth  and  20,000  cavities  in  temporary  teeth. 
These  figures,  conservatively  estimated,  are  based  on  reports  from 
half  the  examiners.  Since  imperfect  teeth  effect  the  working  capacity 
of  pupils,  the  result  of  this  investigation  is  a  potent  argument  in  favor 
of  proper  care  of  the  teeth. 

Abolition  of  Social  Functions. 

Another  important  legislative  act  of  the  year,  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  was  the  abolition  of  the  traditional  high  school 
commencement  and  the  placing  of  a  ban  upon  all  social  functions  in 
the  name  of  a  class  or  the  school,  unless  endorsed  by  the  faculty 
of  the  respective  high  school.  For  several  years  social  functions  had 
so  multiplied  that  many  pupils  of  the  graduating  class  found  little 
time  for  legitimate  school  work  and,  in  some  instances,  resented  a 
reprimand  when  called  to  account  for  unsatisfactory  recitations. 
Then,  too,  the  many  social  events  entailed  a  burdensome  expense 
upon  parents.  Although  for  a  time  there  was  an  indignant  protest 
on  account  of  the  unexpectedness  of  the  action,  the  majority  of  the 
people  approved  the  departure,  and  as  a  result,  while  the  commence- 
ments in  the  school  auditorium  were  less  ostentatious  than  in  former 
years,  they  certainly  were  not  less  interesting. 
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Public  schools  were  established  for  the  free  use  of  all  the  people,  and 
any  burdensome  expense  or  any  social  bar  that  restricts  any  of  their 
privileges  and  encourages  class  distinction  violates  the  true  spirit 
of  democracy. 

One  Session  in  High  Schools. 

During  the  present  school  term  one  session  has  prevailed  in  the 
high  schools.  School  hours  now  are  from  8.40  to  2.30  with  thirty 
minutes  recess  at  noon.  The  plan  has  been  entirely  successful.  It 
has  resulted  in  a  higher  percentage  of  attendance,  more  careful 
work,  better  discipline,  better  conduct,  and  a  more  economical  distri- 
bution of  time. 

Employment  Certificates. 

The  law  regulating  employment  certificates  is  faithfully  enforced 
by  the  Attendance  Officer.  From  January  first  to  June  first,  2082 
certificates  have  been  issued  on  the  following  evidence:  Birth  cer- 
tificates, 353;  baptismal  certificates,  638;  school  record,  965;  affi- 
davits, 69;  other  religious  records,  61;  other  official  records,  10; 
passports,  6.  In  five  months,  157  children,  chiefly  of  foreign  birth, 
were  refused  certificates  because  of  inability  to  read  and  write  the 
English  language.  On  the  whole,  the  effect  of  the  law  has  been 
salutary.  With  a  stricter  surveillance  of  children  desiring  to  work 
more  thorough  work  in  school  and  a  higher  skill  in  the  workshop 
will  follow. 

The  revision  of  the  curriculum  of  the  Normal  training  school  for 
girls  now  places  this  department  of  work  on  a  par  with  similar  work 
in  progressive  American  cities.  The  curriculum  embraces  the  usual 
features  of  recent  investigation. 

Normal  education  in  city  school  system  has  had  a  tremendous 
impetus  in  the  past  two  decades  during  which  time  half  of  the  eighty 
cities  doing  normal  work  have  established  these  departments. 
Philadelphia  seems  to  have  been  the  first  city  to  inaugurate  normal 
instruction,  the  date  of  establishment  of  its  normal  training  school 
being  1848.  Other  pioneer  cities  in  this  work  were:  Newark  in  1855; 
Indianapolis,  3867;  Dayton  and  Cincinnati,  1868;  Pittsburg  and 
Toledo,  1870;  Cleveland  and  Boston,  1872;  Somerville  and  Paterson, 
1S76;  Portland,  Oregon,  1878.  The  usual  length  of  the  course  in 
city  normal  training  schools  is  two  years. 

Bequirements  for  admission  to  the  normal  departments  under  the 
various  school  systems  in  the  United  States  are  much  alike.  The 
general  requirements  are  graduation  with  credit  from  an  approved 
high  school,  a  competitive  entrance  examination,  and  a  certificate 
of  good  health.  Practically  all  the  cities  insist  upon  four  year's 
successful  work  in  a  high  school.  Boston,  Buffalo,  Chicago,  Cin- 
cinnati,  Detroit,   Indianapolis,   New  Orleans,   New  York,   Philadel- 
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phia,  Pittsburg,  Chester,  Dayton,  Fall  Eiver,  Fort  Wayne,  New  Bed- 
ford, and  Troy,  are  in  the  list  that  require  an  entrance  examination 
in  addition  to  high  school  graduation.  Probably  half  the  cities 
exact  a  certificate  of  good  health  before  matriculation.  Among 
these  are  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Detroit,  Indianapolis,  Boston, 
Pueblo,  Colo.  In  several  cities  occasional  physical  examinations 
are  requested  during  the  course.  Cambridge,  Chelsea,  and  Lowell 
seem  to  have  the  highest  standard,  since  they  admit  only  graduates 
of  a  normal  school  or  its  equivalent,  or  graduates  of  an  approved 
college. 

The  course  of  study,  especially  in  the  larger  cities,  entails  stren- 
uous application.  No  two  schools  agree  on  a  curriculum.  Of  course, 
Lowell  and  Cambridge,  admitting  only  college  or  normal  gradu- 
ates, have  the  most  advanced  courses.  The  larger  cities,  like  New 
York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Boston,  Newark,  Jersey  City, 
and  Detroit  have  superb  courses  adapted  to  their  special  needs.  In- 
dianapolis, Cleveland,  Buffalo,  Paterson,  and  Trenton,  are  among  the 
cities  that  have  an  excellent  course  of  study.  More  or  less  unusual 
features  in  the  several  courses  of  study  are  school  law,  school  ad- 
ministration, social  science,  economics,  and  political  science,  in 
the  Philadelphia  School  of  Pedagogy;  school  sanitation  and  ethics, 
at  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  school  law  and  sociology,  Auburn,  N.  Y. ;  domestic 
science,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Toledo,  Ohio;  manners  and  morals 
and  philosophy  of  kindergarten  education,  Boston;  story  telling, 
Detroit,  Mich.;  mother  play,  Dubuque,  Iowa;  logic  and  school  law, 
Elizabeth,  N.  J. ;  philosophy  and  history  of  commercial  geography, 
Erie,  Pa. ;  logic,  sewing,  and  knowledge  of  the  Batavian  method, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  school  gardening,  elementary  meterology  and 
sewing,  Newark,  N.  J. ;  a  study  of  school  systems,  art  of  education, 
course  in  library  lessons,  and  educational  thesis,  New  Bedford, 
Mass. ;  biology,  sewing,  school  economy,  including  reports,  supplies, 
and  mothers'  meetings,  Philadelphia ;  constructive  work  in  geography 
and  manual  training,  Quincy,  111.;  hand  work  and  physical  culture, 
East  Saginaw,  Mich. ;  one  foreign  language,  school  law,  industrial 
work,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. ;  kindergarten,  Troy,  N.  Y.  Few,  if  any 
cities,  make  any  provision  for  the  instruction  of  cadets,  who  lack 
proper  preparation  or  capacity  for  work,  because  of  home  training 
and  unfavorable  environment.  Such  students  must  lengthen  their 
course  or  drop  out  of  the  school.  The  general  practice,  too,  prevails 
of  placing  cadets  where  the  grade  work  is  not  unusual.  As  one 
principal  puts  it :  "We  want  it  as  natural  as  we  can  make  it." 

Grade  practice  differs  with  conditions  in  the  school  districts. 
Seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  cities  have  practice  in  grades  from  one 
to  eight;  twenty-five  per  cent,  below  the  eighth  only.  Six  cities 
provide  kindergarten  practice.     These  cities  are;  Buffalo,  Philadel- 
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phia,  Rochester,  St.  Paul,  Schenectady,  and  Trenton.  Buffalo  ex- 
tends practice  to  the  ninth  grade,  if  a  cadet  shows  capability. 
The  students  of  the  School  of  Pedagogy,  Philadelphia,  practice  only 
in  grades  five,  six,  seven  and  eight. 

The  superintendents  of  schools,  supervisors  of  special  branches, 
the  principals  of  the  normal  schools,  principals  of  model  schools, 
supervisors  of  practice,  and  grade  teachers  serve  as  critic  teachers. 
Grade  teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  selected  because  of  special  adaptability. 
Such  instructors  quickly  get  the  professional  point  of  view  and  there 
is  less  likelihood  of  unpleasant  friction,  which  occasionally  occurs 
where  cadets  are  assigned  indiscriminately  among  grade  teachers. 
Then,  too,  the  latter  method  is  undesirable  because  student  teachers 
come  in  contact  with  bad,  indifferent,  and  good  teaching.  Observa- 
tion and  practice  are  in  the  model  department  of  the  normal  train- 
ing school,  where  there  is  such  a  school. 

Ranking  aud  appointing  of  graduates  from  city  normal  school 
depends  generally  on  merit.  Class-room  work  in  recitation  and 
practice,  observation  of  children  and  model  teachers,  devotion  to 
the  work  in  accord  with  high  ideals,  and  personal  worth  are  the 
chief  points  considered  in  grading  cadets.  The  averages  are  based 
upon  the  estimates  of  the  superintendent  of  public  schools,  principal 
of  training  school,  critic  teachers,  and  any  others  who  instruct 
prospective  teachers.  In  nearly  all  cities,  cadets  are  discussed  pro 
and  con  at  the  regular  faculty  meetings  before  a  final  average  is 
announced.  Few  cities  have  an  age  requirement  since  the  courses  as 
now  planned  (urn  out  few  less  then  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  the 
average  of  gradual  ion  is  between  twenty  and  twenty-one  years. 

Salaries  range  from  $500  to  $5,000  per  annum,  according  to 
position  held.  Principals  of  normal  training  schools  receive  from 
$900  to  |5,000  per  annum;  New  York  pays  $5,000;  Philadelphia, 
$4,500;  Jersey  City,  $4,000;  St.  Louis,  $3,750;  Newark,  $3,700; 
Cambridge,  $2,800;  Paterson,  $2,700;  Buffalo,  $2,000  to  $2,200;  New 
Bedford,  maximum,  $1,900;  vice-principal,  $1,200;  Reading,  $900. 
Training  school  principals,  where  there  are  such,  are  usually  women, 
and  receive  much  smaller  salaries  in  the  aggregate.  New  York  pays 
such  principals  from  $2,250  to  $3,000.  Instructors  and  heads  of 
departments  in  the  several  branches  receive  the  usual  high  school 
salaries,  ranging  from  $800  to  $2,500.  Assistant  and  second  assist- 
ant teachers  receive  from  $500  to  $800;  model  and  critic  teachers 
have  from  $100  to  $250  added  to  their  salaries  as  grade  teachers. 
Jersey  City  has  sixteen  ''model''  teachers  and  eleven  "critic" 
teachers,  who  receive  $200  in  addition  to  salaries  as  grade  teachers. 
In  Newark,  critic  teachers  receive  $1,300  per  annum;  New  York, 
$1,000  to  $1,500;  Philadelphia,  $1,150.  Buffalo  pays  assistant 
teachers  $600,  with  an  annual  increase  of  $50  for  eight  years.     New 
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Bedford  pays  the  supervisor  of  practice  $1,200;  critic  teachers  in 
grades,  $675;  Cambridge,  master's  assistant,  $800  to  $900;  super- 
vising teachers,  $900  to  $1,000;  grade  critic  teachers,  $450  to  $700; 
St.  Louis,  first  assistant,  $2,000;  second  assistant,  $1,600;  third 
assistant,  $1,500;  fourth  assistant,  $1,200;  normal  instructors,  $100 
to  $920. 

The  sentiment  in  behalf  of  city  normal  training  is  by  no  means 
unanimous.  Although  the  preponderence  of  opinion  favors  such  a 
department  in  connection  with  city  schools,  yet  there  are  many 
adverse  and  often  vehement  expressions  against  it.  The  most  fre- 
quent arguments  cited  against  city  normal  training  is  that  it  causes 
"inbreeding;"  that  such  a  school  is  often  influenced  by  local  politics; 
that  local  educational  experience  makes  teachers  narrow,  and  that 
teachers  need  the  influence  of  changed  environment. 

The  most  popular  arguments  for  city  normal  training  are:  "Gives 
unlimited  opportunity  for  practice  teaching  under  supervision;" 
"best  method  if  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of  material  admitted ;" 
"best  method  if  the  weeding  process  is  used  before  graduation;" 
"freedom  from  political  control;"  "opportunity  to  observe  school 
organization  and  to  practice  under  conditions  similar  to  those  under 
which  they  will  teach ;"  "more  direct  and  forceful  preparation  for 
local  needs;"  "graduates  trained  for  specific  work;"  "gain  in  profes- 
sional esprit  de  corps;"  "develops  a  body  of  teachers  better  adapted 
to  the  needs  and  work  of  a  particular  city." 

Notwithstanding  convincing  and  often  forceful  opinion  to  the 
contrary,  the  city  normal  training  school  has  come  to  stay  as  an 
essential  concomitant  of  a  city  school  system.  The  burden  of  proof 
is  no  longer  upon  its  advocate.  As  a  rule,  this  school  is  becoming 
a  potential  force  in  the  community  to  overcome  the  contention  that 
professional  training  is  unnecessary;  to  infuse  a  progressive  spirit 
into  the  teaching  corps  and  to  elevate  the  educational  ideals  of  a 
community. 


ROCHESTER— Orrin  C.  Lester. 


Our  schools  have  in  some  ways  had  a  successful  year,  in  others  not 
so  successful.  Sickness,  such  as  measles,  mumps,  etc.,  have  so  inter- 
fered with  our  attendance,  that  some  of  our  pupils,  at  least,  did 
not  complete,  the  year's  work  as  well  up  in  the  branches  of  study, 
as  we  should  like.  In  many  ways,  however,  we  have  had  a  very  pros- 
perous year. 

We  have  been  making  some  study  of  the  school  in  regard  to  the 
modern  child's  rather  indifferent  attitude  toward  the  school.     We 
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don't  pretend  to  be  able  to  suggest  the  cause  for  this  attitude,  but 
believe  it  a  subject  that  must  demand  the  very  careful  and  thought- 
ful attention  of  the  American  School  Teacher,  until  the  cause  is 
discovered.  We  think  that  the  American  public  school  in  plans,  and 
in  process  of  executing  plans,  has  been  very  much  improved,  but 
in  the  development  of  thinking  power  in  the  child  (which  is  the 
most  important  of  all  functions  of  the  school),  we  question  seriously 
whether  the  school  has  not  retrograded  in  the  last  few  years.  I 
do  not  make  the  above  assertion  to  challenge  any  one's  judgment 
in  the  matter,  but  it  merely  as  a  suggestion.  However,  I  do  not  mean 
to  make  any  excuse  for  saying  what  I  have  said,  for  the  men,  who 
have  studied  the  school  as  an  institution  the  purpose  of  which  is  to 
better  the  community  life  will  realize  that  thinking  power  is  woefully 
lacking  in  the  average  common  school  graduate.  We  appreciate  that 
the  attractions  outside  the  school  are  becoming  so  numerous  that 
the  school  must  of  necessity  struggle  against  opposition,  but  the 
school  has  allowed  public  opinion  to  take  her  by  the  throttle  and 
dictate  what  course  she  shall  pursue  and  what  she  shall  demand 
of  the  pupils.  If  we  expect  to  maintain  a  strong  American  school, 
we  must  stand  boldly,  even  against  opposition,  for  the  real  pur- 
pose of  the  school;  namely,  the  development  of  thinking  power. 

One  of  the  features  of  our  work  during  the  year  was  the  reading 
and  making  some  study  of  Mr.  McMurry's  new  book,  "How  to 
Study  and  Teaching  How  to  Study."  One  of  the  most  artful  things 
in  teaching  is  to  be  successful  in  teaching  pupils  how  to  study.  We 
were  very  much  helped  by  the  book. 

Our  high  school  has  introduced  into  its  course  the  study  of  the 
subject  of  ''Health."  We  believe  this  will  be  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  practical  subjects  in  the  school.  We  propose  in  this  course  to 
do  experimental  work,  such  as  teaching  pupils  to  breathe  properly, 
organizing  walking  clubs,  etc. 

In  general  the  schools  have  run  along  quite  smoothly,  all  of  us 
together  trying  to  strengthen  the  work  at  the  most  vital  points. 

Thanking  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  courtesies  and 
favors,  we  respectfully  submit  this  report. 


SCKAXTOX— George  Howell. 


During  the  year  the  work  of  the  teachers  and  the  pupils  has  been 
eminently  satisfactory  along  certain  lines.  The  work  in  spelling 
shows  marked  improvement  over  last  year.     This  is  due,  I  believe, 
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in  a  great  measure  to  the  thorough  drill  in  phonetic  sounds,  accent 
work,  and  clear  enunciation.  To  spell  well,  we  must  study  words. 
The  "Home  and  Town  Spellers,"  made  by  the  teachers,  gave  added 
interest  to  the  work  in  spelling.  To  change  from  the  words  of  the 
book  to  things  met  in  real  life  is  a  pleasure  and  a  delight  to  the  child. 

The  oral  work  done  in  grammar  has  produced  good  results.  We 
will  get  better  results  in  language  when  all  the  teachers  realize  that 
the  children  should  do  more  talking  in  the  recitation  room  than  the 
teacher.  In  the  intermediate  and  primary  grades  language  is 
caught,  not  taught,  and  if  the  teacher  persists  in  doing  most  of  the 
talking  there  will  be  but  little  ability  developed  upon  the  part  of  the 
child.  Our  oral  work  and  conversation  periods  have  given  us  good 
results. 

In  the  study  of  history  we  have  emphasized  biography.  We  are 
cutting  out  the  details  of  wars  and  giving  more  time  to  cause  and 
effect. 

We  have  done  less  map  work  and  less  text-book  work  in  geography 
than  ever  before.  The  text-books  in  geography  are  so  voluminous, 
we  are  using  them  as  books  of  reference.  The  work  done  on  the 
globe  this  year  was  more  thorough  than  ever  before,  and  the  com- 
positions and  letter  writing  done  in  geography  aided  us  materially 
in  getting  good  work  in  English. 

The  work  in  the  ninth  or  Grammar  A  grade  this  year  was  very 
encouraging.  The  papers  were  more  accurate  than  usual  and  the 
penmanship  showed  a  marked  improvement  over  that  of  last  year. 
The  Spencerian  system  of  penmanship,  in  my  judgment,  is  here  to 
stay. 

For  the  closer  relationship  between  the  high  school  pupils  and  the 
Grammar  A  pupils,  we  held  three  meetings  of  all  the  Grammar  A 
grades  in  the  auditorium  of  the  high  school,  and  the  competitive 
tests  and  examinations  given  there  proved  a  source  of  great  interest 
to  the  pupils.  We  shall  continue  this  work  next  year,  for  I  believe 
that  it  not  only  stands  for  more  efficiency,  but  it  shows  more  plainly 
than  anything  else  could  the  pathway  leading  from  the  Grammar  A 
grades  to  the  high  school. 

In  order  to  get  in  closer  touch  with  the  business  world,  we  had 
printed  during  the  year  150  practical  business  problems,  suggested 
by  practical  business  men,  for  the  Grammar  A  grades.  The  work 
done  by  the  pupils  on  these  problems  proved  very  satisfactory  to 
pupils  and  parents. 

During  the  year,  the  teachers  made  a  physical  examination  of  all 
the  pupils  in  the  various  grades  and  the  results  obtained  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Eetarded  pupils,  6640 

Repeaters,    2073 
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Those  having  defective  vision    1977 

Those  having  defective  hearing,    1169 

Those  having  defective  teeth,     3640 

Those  having  defective  breathing,     2050 

Judging  by  the  sentiments  expressed  on  the  Board  and  in  the 
public  press,  we  shall  soon  have  medical  inspection  in  the  public 
schools  at  Scranton. 

We  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  work  done 
this  year.  The  population  of  the  city  of  Scranton  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing, but  ample  accommodations  were  provided  for  all  the  pupils. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


This  has  been  an  exceptionally  successful  year  along  every  line 
of  school  work.  This  condition  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
harmony  that  has  existed  among  the  pupils,  the  teachers,  and  the 
board  of  education. 

The  first  annual  teachers'  institute  for  this  district  was  held 
during  the  week  beginning  August  30,  1909.  The  lecturers  were 
Hon.  J{.  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  Paul  H.  Hanus,  Dr.  Frank  W.  Cooley, 
and  Miss  Lillian  E.  Johnson.  The  lectures  were  of  a  very  high  order 
and  awakened  and  inspired  our  teachers  to  greater  zeal  in  their 
work. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  exceptionally  good  during  the 
year.  The  schools  have  been  free  from  all  epidemics  except  a  slight 
one  of  measles.  We  have  not  yet  attempted  medical  inspection  in 
our  schools.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  at  no  distant  date  that 
our  district  has  adopted  Ihis  important  step  in  modern  education. 
It  is  true  that  there  are  many  pupils  in  our  schools  who  are  retarded 
in  their  studies  because  of  some  physical  defects.  I  feel  that  many 
of  these  defects  would  be  removed  by  having  competent  and  syste- 
matic  medical  inspection  of  all  children  attending  the  schools. 

The  work  of  enforcing  the  compulsory  school  law  has  been  greatly 
aided  and  facilitated  by  the  enforcement  of  the  recent  child  labor 
law.  The  old  laws  regulating  the  employment  of  children  were 
practically  failures.  When  the  recent  law  became  effective  a  large 
number  of  children  who  had  been  employed  applied  to  me  for  em- 
ployment certificates.  I  was  compelled  to  refuse  about  one  appli- 
cant in  every  four  either  on  account  of  being  under  fourteen  years 
of  age  or  on  account  of  not  being  able  to  read  and  write  the  English 
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language  intelligently.  The  children  who  were  refused  certificates 
were  then  compelled  to  attend  school.  This  is  the  only  effective 
child  labor  law  that  this  state  has  ever  had  and  it  should  be  complied 
with  by  all  parties  concerned  both  in  letter  and  in  spirit. 

A  class  of  sixty -five  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  graduated 
from  our  high  school  this  year.  This  is  the  largest  class  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  school.  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  this  year  is 
four  hundred  twenty-seven  students,  about  twelve  per  cent,  of  the 
total  enrollment  of  the  district.  Our  building  is  much  overcrowded. 
We  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  erect  a  modern  and  commodious  high 
school  building  in  the  near  future. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesy  and  kindnesses  shown  me  by 
the  Department  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  during  the  past  year. 


SHARON— S.  H.  Hadley. 


The  Sharon  public  schools  closed  June  2d,  1910.  The  work  of  the 
past  year  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  most  important  thing 
I  have  to  report  of  the  past  year  was  the  completion  and  occupation 
of  three  eight-room  school  buildings.  The  addition  of  these  build- 
ings increased  our  teaching  force  by  adding  ten  teachers.  The  re- 
sult was  that  the  number  of  pupils  to  the  room  was  decreased  in 
a  number  of  schools  and  more  efficient  work  done  in  nearly  all  of  our 
schools. 

Our  third  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  the  week  of  Decem- 
ber 27-31,  1909.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  having  for  our  in- 
structors, President  E.  B.  Bryan,  Colgate  University,  Mr.  F.  H. 
Green,  West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  and  Mr.  S.  C.  Schmucker, 
West  Chester  State  Normal  School.  Our  teachers  were  all  regis- 
tered. The  work  of  the  instructors  was  of  the  highest  order  and 
we  believe  that  the  week  was  productive  of  much  good  to  our  teachers 
and  to  the  town. 

Our  annual  commencement  exercises  were  held  June  2nd,  1910, 
and  forty-five  pupils  were  graduated  from  our  high  school. 

In  closing  this,  my  eighth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Sharon, 
J  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  help 
given  me  during  the  past  year.  I  also  desire  to  express  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  efficient  work  done  by  our  teachers  and  of  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  School  District. 
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SHENANDOAH— J.   W.   Cooper. 


This  district  was  rather  late  in  getting  its  schools  opened  in  the 
fall  of  1909  on  account  of  a  difference  of  opinion  about  the  advance- 
ment of  certain  teachers  in  the  several  grades.  When  they  did 
agree,  the  directors  gave  their  cordial  support  to  the  schools,  the 
superintendent,  and  the  teachers  in  the  general  work  and  manage- 
ment of  the  same.  Most  of  the  teachers  were  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive in  the  execution  of  their  work,  systematic  in  their  method 
of  instruction  and  regular  in  the  performance  of  their  several 
duties;  and  yet  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  results  in  the  grades  are 
as  satisfactory  as  some  previous  years.  The  reason  for  this  is  that 
our  town  has  been  affected  by  the  picture  show  craze.  Some  of  our 
pupils  have  sought  this  kind  of  amusement  and  it  has  taken  the 
constant  vigilance  of  the  teachers  and  the  superintendent  to  keep 
the  minds  of  such  down  to  close  application  in  study. 

There  was  no  change  in  our  course  of  study  during  the  year  with 
the  exception  that  our  Commercial  Course  was  exteded  to  a  full 
four-year  course.  The  method  of  examining  the  papers  obtained  in 
the  examinations  was. somewhat  changed.  During  the  year  not  only 
all  of  the  examinations  were  held  directly  under  the  supervision  of 
the  superintendent  but  the  examination  of  all  papers  as  well.  By 
having  the  teachers  assemble  in  one  building  and  mark  the  papers 
together.  We  have  obtained  a  more  uniform  system  and  a  more 
equitable  standard  among  our  pupils. 

The  work  in  the  High  School  was  very  good.  The  discipline 
was  wholesome  and  the  pupils  seemed  to  feel  that  a  high  school 
course  can  only  be  mastered  by  a  determined  effort  to  study  and 
considerable  work  done  out  of  school.  The  general  improvement  of 
our  school  buildings  and  grounds  which  was  started  two  years  ago 
has  been  pushed  forward.  Several  cement  walks  were  laid  and  the 
front  yard  of  the  High  School  building  was  cemented.  One  new 
school  building  was  erected  at  the  cost  of  twelve  thousand  dollars 
($12,000.00)  for  the  building,  improvement  of  ground,  and  furniture. 
This  is  a  very  neat  four-room  school  building  with  modern  improve- 
ments and  legal  requirements. 

Our  patrons  and  pupils  have  made  good  use  of  our  public  school 
library.  The  circulation  has  been  large,  and  the  Library  Trustees 
added  some  of  the  latest  works  of  science,  history,  and  fiction  to  the 
library  during  the  year. 
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SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  K.  Wilt. 


The  work  of  remodeling,  repairing  and  renovating  our  school 
buildings,  inaugurated  a  few  years  ago  is  still  kept  up.  The  course 
of  study  throughout  the  grades  has  been  greatly  improved  by 
recent  revision.  The  studies  of  music  and  art  are  quite  successfully 
pursued.  They  beautify  the  work  of  the  schools  and  the  homes, 
and  develop  the  emotional  nature  of  the  child.  Through  nature 
study,  or  rather  the  study  of  birds  and  animals  in  general  in  the 
grades  and  continued  through  the  Grammar  and  High  Schools  the 
children  are  led  to  a  greater  appreciation  of  the  works  of  nature, 
and  to  a  happier  and  more  worthy  life. 

A  system  of  public  schools  Savings  Bank  was  inaugurated  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year,  January  1,  1910.  The  Board  of  Di- 
rectors concluded  that  a  properly  organized  and  well  managed 
system  of  Public  Schools  Savings  Bank  would  result  in  untold  bene- 
fit to  the  pupils  of  our  schools  both  in  the  saving  of  money  and  the 
acquisition  of  business  habits,  and  ordered,  by  a  resolution  unani- 
mously adopted  that  such  a  system  be  installed  at  the  beginning 
of  January,  1910.  The  work  is  yet  in  its  beginning,  but  the  prospects 
are  encouraging.  Primary  instruction  has  been  made  pleasanter 
and  of  greater  value  by  the  introduction  of  methods  akin  to  those 
employed  by  the  kindergarten  teacher.  The  High  School  teaching 
force  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  another  teacher.  Its 
scope  embraces  an  English  Scientific  Course,  a  Normal  Course,  a 
Commercial  Course  and  a  College  Preparatory  Course.  The  high 
school  commencement  and  class  day  exercises  were  very  successful, 
and  were  highly  enjoyed  by  large  gatherings  of  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  thirty  graduates,  who  appeared  before  them  in  caps 
and  gowns  stationed  on  an  appropriately  decorated  platform.  A 
delightful  feature  of  the  exercises  was  the  presentation  of  the  Junior 
and  Sophomore  Alumni  prizes  and  the  Lehigh  University  Scholar- 
ship. Of  the  thirty  seniors,  seven  graduated  in  the  scientific  course, 
five  in  the  normal  course,  nine  in  the  college  preparatory  course  and 
nine  in  the  commercial  course. 

Systematic  playgrounds  are  being  inaugurated  in  at  least  two 
of  the  school  playgrounds  of  the  borough,  for  the  summer  months  by 
the  South  Bethlehem  Playground  Association.  The  Association  has 
secured  the  permission  and  the  endorsement  of  the  Board  to  establish 
playgrounds  and  secure  the  services  of  experienced  playground 
teachers  to  supervise  and  help  the  children  at  their  play  upon  these 
grounds  during  the  months  of  July  and  August.     Swings  and  other 
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necessary  articles  to  make  the  good  project  a  success  have  been 
ordered  and  erected.  It  is  believed  that  sufficient  public  interest 
will  be  aroused  by  this  initiator}7  step  to  establish  a  summer  play- 
ground for  each  school  yard  in  the  near  future. 

Facilities  for  objective  teaching  have  been  materially  improved 
by  securing  from  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum,  a  sufficient 
number  of  geographical  collections  for  the  several  buildings.  Cases 
of  sufficient  size  have  been  furnished  by  the  Board  for  these  collec- 
tions and  for  such  other  exhibits  obtained  by  the  teachers  as  may  be 
gotten  from  a  variety  of  industries  and  factories,  who  will  gladly 
give  them  to  schools  for  the  asking. 

The  custom  of  visiting  the  schools  in  a  body  or  as  a  board, 
annually,  inaugurated  a  few  years  since  by  the  borough  directors  was 
kept  up  during  the  term.  Through  these  visits,  the  condition  of  the 
buildings,  of  the  rooms,  of  the  schools,  the  basements,  the  heating 
and  ventilating  systems,  the  sanitary  condition,  the  appliances  in- 
stalled for  the  safety  of  pupils  and  teachers  such  as  fire  alarm  system, 
chemical  fire  extinguishers,  fire  drills,  fire  escapes,  etc.,  are  carefully 
inquired  into  and  examined.  At  the  close  of  this  year's  annual  visit 
of  inspection  the  teachers  of  the  Borough  gave  the  directors  a  very 
pleasant  reception  and  entertainment. 


SOUTH  SHABON— S.  R.  Eckles. 


In  submitting  our  first  annual  report,  I  will  say  that  it  is  my  first 
experience  in  managing  schools  in  a  strictly  manufacturing  town. 
Of  South  Sharon's  population  of  ten  thousand  or  more,  not  fifty  per 
cent,  are  English  speaking  people.  Our  population  represents  nearly 
every  language  spoken.  Many  of  the  pupils  on  entering  school 
cannot  speak  English.  Our  teachers  emphasize  the  importance  of 
reading  and  language  work,  giving  much  drill  in  oral  language. 
The  progress  of  many  of  the  pupils  is  remarkable. 

Our  teachers  were  able  to  govern  and  control  their  rooms  easily. 
The  children  of  the  foreign  element  show  a  disposition  to  obey. 
Some  of  the  parents  did  not  seem  to  understand  that  the  children 
were  to  attend  school  regularly,  and  about  thirty  of  the  parents 
were  cited  to  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  non  conformity  to  the 
school  law.  Over  one  hundred  were  brought  into  school  under 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  who  had  not  been  attending  school.  Toward 
the  close  of  the  term  the  difficulties  had  passed  and  we  had  a  regular 
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attendance  and  satisfactory  promotions.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
one  duty  we  owe  to  the  foreign  population  is,  that  we  have  their 
children  attend  school  and  become  acquainted  with  our  laws,  in- 
stitutions,  and  customs. 

The  school  board  manifested  a  great  interest  in  the  schools 
throughout  the  year.  They  honored  every  requisition  and  recommen- 
dation made  by  the  superintendent  for  the  betterment  of  the  schools. 
They  spent  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  equipment  of  the  schools  in 
books,  supplies  and  furnishings.  The  chemical  laboratory  will  be 
finished  the  coming  year,  and  will  be  one  of  the  very  best. 

Our  school  buildings  are  good,  well  lighted,  heated,  and  ventilated. 
They  have  all  the  essentials  for  good  sanitary  conditions. 

There  were  81  enrolled  in  the  High  School.  A  four  year's  course 
recommended  by  the  State  Department  was  followed.  On  May  26 
there  were  5  graduated.  Regular  instruction  in  penmanship  and 
drawing  was  given  in  the  High  School  and  throughout  the  grades  by 
the  supervisor,  S.  L.  Cover. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


Notwithstanding  the  handicap  of  sickness  among  pupils,  owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  several  contagious  diseases  to  which  children 
are  heir,  we  closed  a  successful  year's  work.  The  fifty-one  teachers, 
including  supervisors  and  special  teachers,  rendered  efficient  ser- 
vice all  along  the  line.  While  not  all  of  them  measured  up  to  the 
highest  standard  of  excellence,  it  can  be  said  of  them  that  they  did 
what  they  could,  and  this  is  saying  a  great  deal.  To  have  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  a  good  teacher  is  worth  much.  To  have  the  conscious- 
ness of  being  a  growing  teacher  is  worth  more,  for  the  reason  that 
without  this  consciousness  it  is  impossible  to  remain  a  good  teacher. 
There  is  nothing  that  we  report  from  time  to  time  with  quite  the  same 
degree  of  satisfaction  as  the  fact  that  our  schools  continue  to  be 
in  charge  of  a  corps  of  teachers  that  firmly  believes  in  the  gospel  of 
professional  growth  and  improvement. 

The  State  laws  bearing  upon  Child  Labor,  Vaccination  and  Com- 
pulsory Attendance,  though  not  perfect,  are  great  aids  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  schools,  when  carefully  and  firmly  executed.  Since 
the  new  Child  Labor  law  went  into  effect  on  the  first  of  January 
last,  156  employment  certificates  were  issued  from  the  superintend- 
ent's office  and  24  applicants  for  such  certificates  were  refused.  In 
each  case  of  refusual,  we  were  able  to  render  assistance  to  the  ap- 
19 
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plicant  by  making  proper  school  assignment  or  by  suggesting  means 
of  private  instruction.  Then,  too,  where  certificates  were  granted, 
in  the  majority  of  instances,  the  data  in  the  office  was  of  such  a 
character  as  to  make  it  possible  to  issue  such  certificates  intelli- 
gently. There  is  no  doubt  that  the  law  as  it  has  been  modified,  has 
imposed  an  additional  burden  upon  the  school  superintendent.  If 
he  is  not  absolute  in  his  office  hour  requirements,  he  is  bound  to  meet 
importunate  candidates  for  certificates  anywhere  and  everywhere, 
in  season  and  out  of  season,  on  the  earth  and  above  the  earth,  until 
he  almost  wishes  he  were  under  the  earth.  Notwithstanding  all 
this,  he  is  the  logical  person  to  issue  these  certificates,  for  if  there  is 
one  individual  more  than  another,  who  ought  to  know,  and  to  feel, 
and  to  act  for  these  very  children,  it  is  the  school  superintendent 
or  principal. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Vaccination  law  has  long  since  ceased  to 
give  us  serious  trouble.  Parents  take  it  for  granted  that  certificates 
of  successful  vaccination  are  required  before  their  children  can  be  ad- 
mitted to  school,  and  as  a  rule  the  matter  receives  their  prompt  and 
careful  attention.  Occasionally,  unvaccinated  beginners  knock  at 
the  doors  for  admission  in  September.  When  told  that  as  a  result 
of  their  unfortunate  delay  in  securing  proper  certificates  it  will 
be  impossible  for  them  to  be  admitted  to  school  before  January,  their 
disappointment  is  great.  It  requires,  however,  but  few  such  ex- 
periences in  a  sub-district,  to  put  fond  parents  on  the  alert  for  the 
future. 

The  services  of  a  competent  attendance  officer,  co-operating  with 
an  efficient  corps  of  teachers,  reduces  the  problem  of  compulsory  at- 
tendance to  the  minimum.  As  in  some  other  localities,  our  attend- 
ance officer  is  much  more  than  a  truant  officer.  He  deals  with  the 
entire  problem  of  attendance,  between  the  ages  of  six  and  twenty-one ; 
truancy  being  but  an  incidental  part  of  that  problem.  Like  other 
communities,  we  are  by  no  means  free  from  truancy,  but  like  many 
of  these  same  communities,  we  are  having  less  of  it  each  year.  The 
arrangement  whereby  our  neighboring  city  of  Harrisburg,  co-operates 
with  the  urban  and  rural  districts  of  the  county  in  maintaining  a 
detention  school  for  truants  and  incorrigibles,  has  worked  greatly  to 
our  advantage.  While  we  have  not  had  occasion  to  utilize  this 
special  school  to  any  great  extent,  the  fact  that  there  is  such  an 
institution  in  existence,  not  far  distant,  exerts  a  most  wholesome 
restraining  influence  on  many  an  incipient  truant. 

That  the  home,  the  pulpit  and  the  press  are  powerful  auxiliaries 
of  the  school,  all  must  admit.  Important  as  these  agencies  are, 
it  is  not  to  them  that  we  refer  at  this  time,  in  directing  attention 
to  a  few  outside  influences  that  are  contributing  to  the  success  of 
the  schools.     It  is  to  a  line  of  assistance  that  is  being  rendered 
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by  a  few  individuals  and  organizations.  In  the  last  several  years, 
Mr.  A.  Russell  Calder,  an  intelligent  and  generous  friend  of  the 
schools,  has  been  offering  prizes  for  proficiency  in  mechanical  draw- 
ing in  the  high  school.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  Mr.  Calder's  gener- 
osity has  contributed  not  a  little  to  stimulate  the  work  in  this  depart- 
ment and  to  bring  it  to  a  high  plane  of  efficiency.  The  prizes  are 
so  awarded  as  to  place  a  premium  on  honest  effort  in  each  and  all 
of  the  classes.  Within  the  last  year  several  local  mutual  friends 
of  Princeton  University  and  the  high  school,  presented  to  the  school, 
a  beautiful  Princeton  banner  on  which  to  inscribe  the  names  of 
students  who  show  special  proficiency  in  debate.  This  thoughtful 
act  on  the  part  of  the  donors  is  also  to  be  highly  commended  for  it  is 
lending  encouragement  to  one  of  the  most  important  departments 
of  the  school.  While  tokens  of  successful  conquest  in  athletics 
are  all  right  and  our  school  is  the  proud  possessor  of  a  number  of 
them,  it  heartily  welcomes  opportunities  to  symbolize  achievement 
along  other  lines.  We  are  hoping  that  the  Calder  prizes  and  the 
Princeton  banner  may  prove  suggestive  and  stimulating  to  other 
benevolently  disposed  friends  of  the  schools. 

During  the  past  year  our  borough  has  had  a  most  pronounced 
Civic  awakening.  Doubtless  more  has  been  said  in  the  last  twelve 
months  about  what  Steelton  is,  and  what  it  ought  to  be,  than  in 
all  of  the  preceding  twenty-nine  years  of  its  history.  This  awaken- 
ing has  manifested  itself,  first,  in  an  organized  effort  to  improve 
the  conditions  of  the  large  foreign  population  within  our  borders 
and  second  in  the  organization  of  a  vigorous  Men's  Municipal 
League  and  equally  vigorous  Woman's  Civic  Club.  All  this  is  hav- 
ing a  stimulating  effect  upon  the  schools.  Already  it  has  removed 
something  of  the  atmosphere  of  loneliness  in  which  the  schools  have 
lived  so  long,  for  up-to-date  cultivation  of  civic  pride  and  civic 
righteousness  have  received  but  little  impetus  outside  of  the  walls 
of  our  school  rooms.  We  are  convinced  that  this  movement  for  bet- 
ter things  for  our  town,  if  wisely  and  zealously  directed,  will  mean 
much  for  education  in  the  community.  We  are  glad  for  the  earnest 
efforts  that  are  being  put  forth  to  improve  the  streets,  to  beautify 
houses  and  grounds,  to  secure  parks  and  playgrounds,  to  regulate 
the  summer  play  of  children,  to  establish  school  gardens,  to  secure 
and  maintain  better  sanitary  conditions,  and  to  enrich  and  supple- 
ment the  course  of  instruction  in  practical  civics  in  the  school  and 
in  the  home.  The  schools  not  only  welcome  these  concrete  evidences 
of  town  loyalty  but  they  stand  ready  to  co-operate  judiciously,  in 
creating  and  fostering  this  most  wholesome  spirit.  They  are  ready 
to  do  this  in  harmony  with  the  belief  that  education  includes  con- 
siderably more  than  a  knowledge  of  books.  It  demands  physical, 
mental,  moral  and  civic  growth  and  development  as  well. 
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SUNBUKY— I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger. 


We  have  accomplished  a  great  deal  during  the  past  year  along 
various  lines.  The  teachers  were  faithful  and  earnest  in  their  work. 
The  Board  of  Directors  has  been  progressive  along  all  lines  of  our 
school's  needs,  so  that  T  am  pleased  to  report  a  very  satisfactory  and 
profitable  year's  work.  *    ■ 

The  high  school  had  an  enrollment  of  302  for  the  year,  an  in- 
crease of  40  over  the  previous  year.  There  were  2201  pupils  in  the 
grades.     The  total  enrollment  was  2503. 

We  have  9  school  buildings;  60  properly  heated,  lighted  and 
furnished  rooms;  54  schools;  55  teachers.  41  of  our  teachers  have 
taught  five  or  more  years. 

Our  elementary  course  of  study  which  was  formerly  nine  years, 
we  re-organized  into  an  eight  year's  course.  Our  eighth  grades  are 
centralized  and  are  working  uDder  the  departmental  plan  of  in- 
struction. Ninety-eight  pupils  were  graduated  from  this  Central 
Grammar  school,  and  about  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  whom  were 
enrolled  in  the  various  courses  in  the  high  school.  We  find  that 
many  of  our  pupils  who  otherwise  would  probably  drop  out  of 
school  in  the  seventh  grade  are  ambitious  to  remain  and  finish  the 
elementary  course  with  their  class  and  receive  the  certificate  to 
which  they  are  entitled. 

The  past  year  has  witnessed  many  improvements  in  the  physical 
condition  of  our  schools.  Last  January  we  opened  the  new  Lloyd 
T.  Bohrbach  building. 

It  is  a  magnificent  eight-room  structure  modern  in  all  of  its 
appointments.  The  erection  of  the  new  Francis  E.  Drumheller 
building  in  the  seventh  ward  is  well  under  way  and  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  about  November  1st.  This  building  is  planned  in 
almost  duplicate  of  the  Lloyd  T.  Bohrbach  school,  except  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  toilet  rooms.  On  his  inspection  of  the  Lloyd 
T.  Bohrbach  school,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  B.  B.  Teitrick 
suggested  that  in  our  next  building  which  we  were  then  planning, 
it  would  be  wise  to  place  the  toilet  rooms  on  both  the  first  and  second 
floors.  We  have  acted  upon  Mr.  Teitrick's  suggestion  and  believe 
this  new  building  will  be  perfect  in  all  of  its  appointments.  Many 
improvements  were  made  in  all  of  the  other  schools.  Our  schools 
were  never  in  a  better  physical  condition  to  house  the  pupils  of  the 
city  than  they  are  at  the  present  time.  Our  citizens  now  point  with 
pride  to  the  splendid  educational  facilities  our  Board  of  Directors 
has  provided  and  which  the  children  now  enjoy. 
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Dr.  Francis  E.  Druinheller,  the  efficient  president  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  kindly  donated  to  the  schools  the  lot  adjoining  the 
seventh  ward  school  property  which  he  owned.  He  also  donated 
the  furniture  for  the  complete  furnishing  of  the  new  Francis  E. 
Druinheller  school.     These  donations  amounted  to  about  $3,000. 

Our  Alumni  now  numbers  about  900.  It  is  strongly  organized. 
Its  influence  in  standing  by  our  schools  is  great,  and  its  powers  in 
moulding  public  sentiment  in  the  interest  of  good  schools  is  widely 
recognized  and  duly  appreciated.  I  know  from  experience  that  the 
public  schools  of  any  city  or  borough  may  profit  exceedingly  much 
in  co-operating  with  a  properly  organized  Alumni  association. 


TAMAQUA— J.  F.  Derr. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state,  that 
our  schools  made  gradual  progress  during  the  year  that  just  closed. 
The  work  was  marked  by  enthusiasm,  harmony  and  splendid  en- 
deavor on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  by  an  amount  of  recognition 
and  hearty  cooperation  on  the  side  of  the  patrons.  The  Board  of 
Education  has  not  grown  weary  in  well-doing.  The  members  of 
this  body  are  ever  willing  and  ready  to  render  generous  support  to 
any  movement  along  lines  that  tend  to  improve  the  schools  over 
which  they  have  control.  Where  such  conditions  exist,  work  in  the 
school  room  will  always  be  of  the  proper  type. 

Our  schools  closed  on  June  27.  The  graduating  exercises  were 
held  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  when  five  young  people,  two 
ladies  and  three  gentlemen,  were  graduated.  This  was  the  small- 
est graduating  class  that  Tamaqua  had  in  recent  years,  due  to 
the  fact,  that  this  was  the  first  year  in  which  car  new  four  years' 
course  of  study  for  the  high  school,  was  in  active  operation. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Millington,  of  Somerset,  Pa.,  delivered  the  commence- 
ment address.  His  theme  was,  "Out  of  School  into  Life's  School." 
This  was  the  first  time  that  Dr.  Millington  appeared  before  a 
Tamaqua  audience.  His  address  was  appreciated  to  such  an  extent, 
that,  should  he  again  chance  to  come  this  way,  he  will  be  greeted  by 
a  still  larger  gathering. 

The  new  annex  to  the  high  school  building,  which  was  in  build- 
ing during  the  year,  is  now  completed.  This  is  a  model  structure 
in  every  way.  It  will  give  us,  the  coming  year,  greater  facilities 
to  do  good  work.  It  has  on  the  first  floor,  four  large  and  comfort- 
able school  rooms,  on  the  second  floor,  an  assembly  room,  two  recita- 
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tion  rooms,  a  library  room  and  a  room  for  the  use  of  the  superin- 
tendent. Since  the  Board  of  Education  has  so  wisely  provided  for 
more  schools,  the  primary  pupils  will  hereafter  be  given  all-day 
sessions.  Heretofore  these  schools  were  conducted  on  the  half-time 
system. 

Program  clocks  were  installed  in  the  high  school  building.  This 
is  a  commendable  act  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Careful  attention  was  given  to  the  compulsory  education  law.  A 
special  officer  was  regularly  employed  for  this  purpose.  He  devoted 
all  his  time  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  in  consequence,  prac- 
tically all  children  of  the  district  of  the  required  age,  were  in  school. 

The  new  child  labor  law.  which  became  effective,  January  1,  1910, 
has  already  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  its  enactment.  It  is  true, 
it  has  given  and  will  yet  give  annoyance  and  inconvience  to  school 
officials;  but  the  results  derived  therefrom  will  more  than  compen- 
sate for  the  work  it  entails.  More  than  two  hundred  employment 
certificates  have  already  been  issued  in  this  district,  while  many 
applicants  for  such  certificates,  lacking  the  proper  age,  have  again 
returned  to  school. 

I  personally  conducted  a  number  of  examinations  in  the  various 
grades.  These  tests  showed,  though  the  teachers  be  faithful  and 
persevering  thai  we  still  fall  short  of  many  things,  that  ought  to 
be  done.  However,  faithful  teachers,  a  progressive  school  board,  and 
a  public  interested  in  education,  are  indices  that  point  to  better 
things  to  come. 


TARENTUM— A.  I).  Endsley. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has,  in  the  main,  been  productive 
of  satisfactory  results.  During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  employ 
substitutes  for  only  a  very  few  days,  a  condition  appreciated  by  all 
school  supervisors. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  local  Board  of  Health  requested 
the  school  authorities  to  require  every  child  who  had  been  absent 
from  school  three  or  more  days  on  account  of  illness  to  bring  a 
certificate  from  his  family  physician  or  from  the  physician  for  the 
Board  of  Health,  certifying  that  the  child  was  free  from  any  con- 
tagious disease.  The  request  was  complied  with  during  the  months 
from  November  to  April,  with  the  result  that  there  was  no  outbreak 
of  any  contagious  disease  in  the  schools.     The  examinations  by  the 
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physicians  disclosed  the  fact  that  several  children  had  been  suffer- 
ing from  slight  attacks  of  various  contagious  diseases,  unknown  to 
their  parents,  and,  but  for  the  examination  they  would  have  returned 
to  school  to  spread  the  infection. 

Our  commercial  course,  an  elective  course  during  the  third  and 
fourth  years  of  the  high  school,  is  proving  its  worth  to  the  com- 
munity. Graduates  in  this  course  must  have  exactly  the  same 
work  in  English  and  composition  that  the  graduates  of  the  regular 
courses  have.  This  fact  has  created  a  demand  for  our  commercial 
pupils  in  the  offices  of  the  various  factories  in  the  community.  In 
truth,  we  were  unable  to  hold  some  of  our  best  pupils  until  the  end 
of  the  year  because  of  advantageous  positions  offered  them  in  the 
commercial  field. 

A  class  of  22  pupils  was  graduated  from  the  high  school,  the 
most  of  whom  will  either  teach  or  attend  higher  schools.  60  pupils 
finished  the  work  of  the  eighth  grade,  90  per  cent,  of  whom  will 
enter  the  high  school  in  the  fall. 


TAYLOR— M.  J.  Llovd. 


No  wonderful  changes  or  experimental  schemes  were  attempted 
in  any  department  of  our  school  work.  We  simply  adhered  to  a 
fixed  policy  of  improving  in  degree  our  class  methods,  aiming  con- 
stantly to  make  the  recitation  more  fruitful  of  results.  We  have 
realized  that  much  of  our  school  resources  may  be  wasted  on  account 
of  loose  methods  in  the  recitation,  so  we  placed  considerable  em- 
phasis upon  this  phase  of  our  work  during  the  year.  We  believe 
that  our  effort  along  this  line  has  been  fruitful  of  better  results 
in  the  class  room. 

We  have  six  two-roomed  buildings  doing  nearly  the  same  line  of 
work.  In  order  that  the  work  in  each  of  these  six  buildings 
might  be  kept  together,  1  issued  a  syllabus  of  work  for  each  month, 
and  at  the  close  of  each  month  test  questions  were  submitted  cover- 
ing the  month's  work.  The  results  of  those  tests  were  submitted 
to  my  inspection.  Much  kindly  rivalry  and  enthusiasm  were  mani- 
fested by.  both  teachers  and  pupils  of  each  school  building  to  make 
as  good  showing  in  the  work  outlined  as  possible. 

This  plan  has  resulted  in  much  good  for  the  work  in  those  grades. 
Each  teacher  is  anxious  to  make  a  good  showing  and  will  do  her  very 
best  when  she  knows  that  the  results  of  her  work  is  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  results  of  the  work  from  other  rooms. 
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Teachers'  meetings  were  held  at  the  close  of  each  month.  Apart 
from  the  papers  read  by  the  teachers  themselves  at  these  meetings 
and  the  talks  and  criticisms  offered  by  myself  on  the  work  in  gen- 
eral that  came  under  my  observation,  we  secured,  whenever  possible, 
the  services  of  prominent  educators  to  address  our  teachers.  Among 
those  who  came  before  our  teachers  were  Superintendent  Coughlin, 
of  Wilkes-Barre,  Superintendent  Evans,  of  Columbia  County,  Pro- 
fessor Costello,  of  Scranton  Technical  High  School,  Mrs.  Friedewald, 
of  Scranton;  Dr.  Edwards,  of  Taylor,  and  others. 

Sujjerintendent  Coughlin  addressed  our  teachers  on  the  subject 
of  • 'Numbers  in  the  Grades.'"  This  was  a  splendid  plea  for  thorough- 
ness in  teaching  arithmetic. 

Superintendent  Evans  gave  at  another  meeting  a  fine  talk  on  the 
value  of  interpreting  the  thoughts  suggested  in  good  pictures,  as 
represented  by  the  best  in  art.  His  talk  was  so  full  of  helpful 
suggestions  that  many  of  our  teachers  have  become  so  much  inter- 
ested in  this  subject  that  they  have  taken  means  of  procuring  beau- 
tiful prints  of  the  best  work  of  art,  substantially  framed,  to  adorn 
their  school  rooms.  The  influence  of  good  pictures  in  the  school 
room  must  be  conceded  by  all. 

The  new  factory  law  which  went  into  force  last  January  is,  in 
my  estimation,  a  decided  success  since  it  has  been  in  force  in  this 
community.  The  great  evil  of  employing  children  of  tender  years 
in  mines  and  mills  has  ceased  entirely  in  this  district. 

The  great  coal  companies  operating  in  this  vicinity  are  sincerely 
complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  law  and  have  assisted  me  in 
every  instance,  in  enforcing  and  living  up  to  its  provisions. 

About  seventy-five  boys  were  forced  to  leave  the  breakers  to  enter 
the  schoolroom.  The  illiteracy  of  most  of  those  boys  was  something 
appalling.  Many  of  them  were  unable  to  read  even  a  primer. 
Nearly  all  such  cases  were  from  among  the  more  recent  foreign  popu- 
lation. 

It  was  high  time  that  this  great  Commonwealth  called  a  halt 
to  the  increasing  condition  of  illiteracy  that  was  made  possible  in 
our  great  industrial  communities,  under  the  old  law. 

I  have  issued  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  employment  certifi- 
cates since  the  law  has  been  in  operation,  and  no  doubt  nearly  as 
many  as  that  number  have  been  refused  certificates.  This  work 
takes  considerable  of  my  time  from  my  other  duties. 

Our  schools  closed  June  14th,  with  a  nine  and  a  half  months' 
term.  Our  closing  exercises  were  held  on  the  evening  of  June  10th. 
Our  honored  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  delivered 
the  address  of  the  occassion.     It  was  one  of  the  ablest  efforts  ever 
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given  to  our  people,  and  the  large  audience  present  was  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  logical  argument  for  the  educational  welfare  of 
our  youth.  Dr.  Schaeffer's  address  has  helped  our  people  to  see 
their  duty  to  their  children. 


TITUSVILLE— Henry  Pease. 


The  schools  of  Titusville  have  been  doing  steady  work  during  the 
past  year.  The  courses  of  study  have  been  revised  in  the  high 
school  and  made  as  useful  to  the  pupils  as  our  limited  facilities  in 
the  way  of  room  will  permit.  With  the  growing  demands  made  of 
the  public  high  schools  there  must  soon  come  an  awakened  apprecia- 
tion of  their  needs.  The  general  spirit  of  the  high  school  has  been 
exceptionally  good.  The  graduating  class  was .  particularly  strong 
in  those  personal  qualities  which  make  for  the  best  kind  of  success  in 
life,  the  success  which  helps  to  build  up  the  better  life  of  the  com- 
munity. In  these  qualities  of  character,  ingrained  into  the  very 
life  of  our  young  people,  lies  the  hope  of  better  things  along  all 
lines  of  reform,  civic,  state,  and  national.  Our  high  school  teachers 
are  making  a  conscious  effort  to  foster  this  spirit  and  above  all 
things  to  send  out  young  men  and  women  who  have  some  idea  of 
the  responsibilities  of  life,  who  feel  that  the  community  has  a  right 
to  look  to  them  for  good  things,  for  the  best  they  can  give  in  return 
for  the  privileges  that  have  been  theirs. 

Nothing  is  more  marked  in  our  schools  than  the  improved  re- 
lations between  teachers  and  pupils.  This  has  grown  to  be  very 
noticeable  since  the  influence  of  the  kindergarten  has  been  felt  in 
our  grammar  schools.  We  find  that  the  pupils  who  enter  the  first 
grade  from  the  kindergarten  bring  with  them  an  entirely  different 
attitude  towards  school  life  from  those  who  enter  directly  from  the 
home.  In  the  kindergarten  our  little  people  learn  to  enjoy  school 
and  to  look  on  the  teacher  as  the  best  friend  they  have.  They  also 
come  to  expect  to  do  things  as  they  are  told  to  do  them,  in  other 
words  to  obey.  Of  course  this  means  discipline  in  the  kindergarten, 
but  discipline  is  as  essential  in  the  kindergarten  as  in  the  high 
school.  When  administered  in  the  spirit  of  the  kindergarten  it 
proves  the  best  possible  means  for  getting  pupils  started  right. 
This  is  especially  true  in  dealing  with  children  who  have  not  had 
proper  home  training  and  who  come  to  the  kindergarten  with  their 
little  wills  all  undirected.  Since  the  kindergartens  have  become 
an  established  factor  in  our  schools  and  the  effect  of  their  work  has 
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been  studied,  it  is  certain  that  we  have  far  less  difficulty  with  the 
children  who  came  through  the  kindergarten  than  with  those  who 
enter  directly  from  the  home.  Often  our  first  grade  teachers  say 
of  a  troublesome  pupil,  "If  he  could  only  have  had  the  kindergarten 
training!"  Above  all  things  else,  the  kindergarten  child  learns, 
in  a  well  conducted  kindergarten,  that  he  must  play  the  game  fair 
if  he  is  to  play  it  all.  And  the  value  of  learning  this  cannot,  by 
any  possibility,  be  over  estimated.  Many  a  shark  would  have  been 
an  honest,  useful  citizen  had  he  learned  this  lesson  early  in  life. 

The  work  in  the  grammar  school  has  been  uniformly  good  and 
encouraging  during  the  past  year.  The  compulsory  attendance  law 
succeeds  in  holding  many  pupils  in  school  at  a  time  when  they  would 
drop  out  for  lack  of  interest.  And  not  a  few  of  them  remain  long 
after  the  law  would  permit  them  to  leave  school.  The  result  is  a 
decidedly  improved  attendance  in  the  upper  grades,  as  compared 
with  the  lower  ones. 

Nothing  is  interfering  with  the  efficiency  of  our  schools  more  than 
the  compulsory  vaccination  law;  or  rather,  the  excluding  of  pupils 
from  school  and  then  not  requiring  them  to  be  vaccinated.  If  there 
was  ever  an  illogical  legal  combination  on  the  statute  books  of  any 
state  it  is  the  two  acts  which  conflict  in  this  matter.  We  have  entire 
families  of  children  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  school  house  who 
are  becoming  simply  street  gamins  because  the  law  excludes  them 
from  school  until  they  are  vaccinated.  And  as  the  parents  will  not 
consent  to  vaccination,  there  seems  to  be  no  way  to  have  the  matter 
corrected.  It  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  in  the  very  near  future 
our  Legislature  will  find  some  way  of  escape  from  this  dilemma. 
If  general  vaccination  is  deemed  necessary  it  should  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  health  authorities  and  the  school  relieved  of  this 
handicap.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  reason  for  laying  this 
burden  on  the  schools  except  that  it  is  the  easiest  way  for  the  health 
authorities  to  reach  the  majority  of  the  community.  And  so  the 
schools  are  given  this  added  burden,  and  one  which  causes  more 
friction  with  the  parents  than  all  other  matters  combined,  simply 
because  it  is  deemed  necessary  for  some  one  to  carry  it  and  no  one 
else  wants  it  on  his  shoulders.  We  submit  that  this  is  hardly  in 
accordance  with  American  ideas  of  a  square  deal.  If  general  vac- 
cination is  necessary  let  it  be  enforced  by  proper  authority  and 
not  managed  in  such  a  way  as  to  weaken  those  who  most  need  the 
influence  and  uplift  which  the  schools  alone  can  bring  into  their 
lives. 
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TYRONE— H.  S.  Fleck. 


Another  school  year  has  closed  with  gratifying  results.  It  is 
true  that  some  objectives  were  not  attained,  yet  it  is  also  true  that 
the  point  of  complete  satisfaction  is  a  dangerous  one  to  reach.  If 
we  are  to  be  progressive  we  must  place  ideals  high  and  strive  toward 
perfection. 

The  attendance  for  the  year  was  quite  good  notwithstanding  that 
mumps  and  measles  had  their  innings,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence, 
our  boys  and  girls  had  their  enforced  outings.  Some  months  over 
GO  per  cent,  of  the  number  enrolled  was  present  every  session, 
while  at  no  time  during  the  year  did  it  fall  below  45  per  cent.  One 
eighth  of  the  highest  number  enrolled  attended  every  day  of  the 
nine  months,  and  the  average  percentage  of  attendance  was  94.  By 
the  public  at  large  it  is  generally  conceded  that  good  attendance 
is  an  outward  manifestation  of  interest  in  school  work. 

We  are  glad  to  state  that  without  exception  our  teachers  did 
good  conscientious  work,  and  in  the  majority  of  schools  excellent 
results  were  obtained.  All  teachers  were  enrolled  at  the  County 
Institute  at  Hollidaysburg,  December  6th  to  10th,  inclusive;  this 
shows  commend  able  interest  in  their  chosen  profession. 

The  anniversary  of  Washington's  birth  was  fittingly  celebrated  in 
all  the  schools  by  pleasing  and  appropriate  exercises.  On  this  day 
visits  to  the  number  of  1140  were  made  to  the  several  schools,  a 
gratifying  manifestation  on  the  part  of  patrons  in  the  educational 
welfare  of  their  children. 

The  commencement  exercises  and  final  work  incident  to  the  clos- 
ing of  the  school  year  were  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  Junior 
Oratorical  contest  was  held  on  the  evening  of  May  19th,  and  the 
graduation  exercises  on  May  20th.  For  the  Junior  contest  six  ora- 
tors were  elected  by  the  members  of  the  class  and  six  prizes  in  gold, 
ranging  from  ten  dollars  to  two  and  one-half  dollars,  were  given  by 
public  spirited  citizens.  The  orations  were  well  delivered  and  the 
prizes  were  awarded  by  a  board  of  competent  judges. 

Rev.  George  Edward  Reed,  D.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  president  of  Dickin- 
son College,  delivered  a  very  practical  and  helpful  address  to  the 
graduates  on  commencement  evening.  At  this  time  the  honors 
of  graduation  were  conferred  on  thirty-two  young  ladies  and  gentle- 
men. The  several  exercises  of  the  week  were  attended  by  large  and 
appreciative  audiences. 
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UNIONTOWN— C.  J.  Scott. 


There  was  much  in  the  school  affairs  of  Uniontown  during  the 
past  year  to  encourage  and  gratify  our  friends  of  public  instruction. 
The  chief  event  was  the  approval  by  our  citizens  of  a  bond  of  $125,- 
000.00  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  high  school  building.  The  new 
building  is  already  under  construction.  It  will  contain  16  class 
rooms,  an  auditorium  seating  800,  a  gymnasium  with  locker  rooms 
and  baths  and  suspended  running  track,  a  lecture  room  for  science 
classes,  physics,  chemistry  and  biology  laboratories,  a  library,  a 
study  room  seating  100  pupils  at  tables,  a  cooking  school  with 
dining  room,  manual  training  rooms,  a  lunch  room,  Directors'  office, 
teacher's  and  pupil's  rest  rooms,  genral  waiting  room,  and  Super- 
intendent's and  Principal's  offices. 

The  location  is  central  and  amid  pleasing  surroundings.  The 
structure  will  be  fireproof  and  of  tapestry  brick.  The  air  used  for 
heating  and  ventilating  will  be  washed  and  passed  over  steam  coils, 
forced  in  and  out  of  the  rooms  by  the  fan  system.  Telephone  com- 
munication from  the  Principal's  office  to  all  class  rooms  and  an 
electric  program-clock  system  will  be  installed. 

The  rapid  increase  in  our  high  school  enrollment  made  this  move 
imperative.  During  the  past  two  years  a  growth  in  student  body 
of  33  1-3  per  cent,  has  taxed  our  accomodations  and  has  finally 
outgrown  them.  Seventy  pupils  from  the  surrounding  townships 
attended  our  high  school  alone  and  paid  the  district  nearly  |2300.00 
in  tuitions.  That  we  should  receive  pupils  from  nearly  every  town- 
ship in  Fayette  county  indicates,  we  believe,  that  good- will  and  hearty 
approval  is  borne  us  and  our  work  by  the  whole  county.  This  is  in- 
deed gratifying. 

Several  colleges  and  universities  placed  our  high  school  upon 
their  accredited  lists  during  the  past  year.  Among  them  were  Welles- 
ley,  Vassar  and  Amherst. 

A  new  high  school  course  of  study  was  formed  and  adopted  at 
the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  While  radical  in  some  of  its 
changes,  the  flexibility  of  its  courses  and  the  modifications  of  sub- 
jects so  as  to  link  the  life  in  school  with  that,  out  of  school,  have 
appealed  to  our  students  and  patrons.  The  college  preparatory 
course  now  fulfills  the  entrance  requirements  of  all  colleges.  One 
of  the  most  beneficial  changes  has  been  that  which  offers  to  the 
grammar  school  graduate,  who  cannot  spend  the  time  to  take  a  full 
high  school  course,  and  who  would  otherwise  leave  the  school, 
an  opportunity  to  spend  one,  two  or  three  years  in  profitable  study 
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on  subjects  especially  suited  to  his  needs.  This  plan  is  doing  much 
for  our  grammar  grades  and  for  a  class  of  boys  and  girls  whose 
needs  and  welfare  have  received  too  little  consideration  in  the  past. 
We  believe  that  a  pupil  who  can  spend  but  one  or  two  years  in 
high  school  should  not  be  compelled  to  take  the  first  two  years  of  a 
four  year  course,  but  be  offered  a  course  which  is  an  unit  and  com- 
plete in  two  years.  Likewise  a  pupil  who  can  spend  but  one  year 
should  not  be  discouraged  from  attending  high  school  because  one 
year  of  a  four  year  course  is  not  worth  while.  We  try  to  make  his 
one  year  suitable  to  his  needs  and  attractive  enough  to  get  and 
hold  him.  By  offering  only  four  year  courses  and  permitting  the 
belief  to  be  prevalent  that  only  a  four  year  course  is  worth  while, 
we  have  denied  to  many  worthy  but  handicapped  boys  and  girls 
high  school  benefits  which  are  rightfully  theirs.  Furthermore  a 
grammar  school  pupil  who  has  received  from  the  eighth  grade  all 
he  can  acquire  but  still  has  not  attained  the  required  grade  for 
promotion,  should  likewise  not  be  denied  high  school  entrance  and 
high  school  work  suited  to  his  abilities. 

Our  plan  of  promotion  in  high  school  by  subject  instead  of  by 
grade  helps  us  in  the  above  plan. 

The  arrangement  and  the  content  of  subjects  presented  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools  were  modified  in  accordance  with  the  general  move- 
ment in  elimination  and  definiteness  of  school  work. 

A  definite,  determined  effort  during  the  year  to  remove  the  cause 
of  failure  of  pupils  produced  some  interesting  and  beneficial  results. 
The  physical  defects  which  were  retarding  many  were  removed  in 
as  many  cases  as  possible.  The  generosity  of  our  local  physicians, 
especially  Dr.  H.  F.  Wonders,  and  the  financial  assistance  given  by 
our  Alumni  association  made  this  possible.  The  Unio^ntown  Chapter 
of  the  Order  of  Elks  generously  furnished  shoes  and  stockings  and 
mittens  to  all  needy  school  children.  Many  pupils  were  thus  made 
regular  in  attendance  and  consequently  successful  in  their  school 
work  who  otherwise  would  have  been  compelled  to  repeat  the  grade. 
This  work  was  assisted  during  the  year  by  contributions  from  public 
spirited  citizens.  Proper  clothing  helped  the  progress  of  our  schools 
as  much  as  did  medical  inspection  and  treatment. 

The  public  interest  in  school  affairs  and  the  loyal  support  of  our 
citizens  has  been  most  helpful  and  gratifying.  Their  educational 
interest  was  manifested  when  1200  visitors  thronged  our  buildings 
on  Patron's  Day. 

During  May,  a  section  contigious  to  our  city  consisting  of  about 
2500  people  was  annexed,  thus  adding  an  8  room  school  building  and 
350  pupils  to  our  system.  Together  with  the  natural  growth  of 
Uniontown,  this  will  give  us  the  coming  year  an  enrollment  of  about 
2700  pupils. 
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A  smallpox  epidemic  closed  our  schools  for  two  weeks  and  lessened 
our  percentage  of  attendance.  However,  acceptable  work  was  done 
in  all  grades  and  our  percentage  of  failures  was  less  than  eight  per 
cent. 

To  the  press  of  Uniontown  is  special  gratitude  due  for  the  favor- 
able school  sentiment  aroused  and  the  fairness  and  fulness  of  their 
reports. 

It  is  with  a  deep  sense  of  appreciation  of  the  loyalty  and  harmony 
and  earnest  effort  manifested  during  the  year  by  our  teachers,  and 
of  the  helpfulness  and  co-operation  of  patrons,  that  I  write  this  brief 
report.  Above  all,  to  the  effective  work  of  a  high-purposed  Board  of 
Education  is  most  credit  due  for  our  progress. 


WA  SHINGTON— William  Krichbaum. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  not  been  distinguished  by  any 
radical  changes  or  by  any  unusual  events,  yet  we  are  pleased  to  re- 
port what  seems  to  us  a  year  of  substantial  achievement.  Our 
teachers  have  worked  faithfully  and  for  the  most  part  successfully, 
and  the  results  have  been  generally  satisfactory  to  the  patrons  and 
gratifying  to  the  Superintendent  and  Directors.  The  relative  num- 
ber of  retarded  pupils  has  decreased  and  judged  from  that  standard. 
the  results  of  the  school  work  have  been  the  most  creditable  of  any 
during  the  past  six  years.  A  spirit  of  harmony  and  co-operation 
has  been  generally  manifest  throughout  the  whole  school  system. 

The  changes  made  in  the  course  of  study  have  been  slight.  We 
believe  that  continual  agitation  and  change  in  this  matter  is  a 
source  of  much  evil,  and  that  a  large  measure  of  security  is  a  decided 
advantage  to  teachers  and  pupils.  Teachers  naturally  will  lose 
confidence  in  the  merits  of  any  course  of  study  when  they  learn  that 
a  new  one  is  offered  them  every  year  to  follow.  The  heart  and  soul 
that  should  enter  into  their  work  will  not  likely  be  present  if  they 
feel  that  they  are  the  involuntary  participants  in  a  series  of  educa- 
tional experiments.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  every  course  of  study 
is  imperfect,  for  every  one  is  the  result  of  a  compromise  or  of  several 
compromises.  Speaking  absolutely  every  child  should  have  a  differ- 
ent course  of  study;  and  the  child  who  leaves  school  at  fourteen 
years  of  age  should  have  followed  a  different  course  from  the  one 
followed  by  one  who  will  leave  school  at  the  age  of  twenty-five. 
Compromise  is  therefore  necessary  to  handle  these  different  groups 
as  a  mass.     There  are  some  things  which  everybody  ought  to  know 
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and  there  are  other  things,  a  knowledge  of  which  is  more  or  less  of 
indifferent  importance;  but  every  child  should  have  a  disciplined 
and  cultivated  mind.  The  great  mass  of  what  we  teach  is  of  differ- 
ent importance,  but  any  work  whatever  is  done  with  success  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  discipline  the  mind  doing  or  directing  it 
is  possessed  of.  The  discipline  derived  by  pupils  from  their  school 
work  will  depend  more  on  the  teacher  than  on  the  subject  matter. 
What  we  therefore  need  is  highly  qualified  teachers  rather  than 
refined  courses  of  study,  teachers  with  power  arising  out  of  person- 
ality to  stimulate  mental  effort  and  with  the  science  to  guide  it. 

There  is  doubtless  a  great  amount  of  unutilized  teaching  ability 
in  every  community  that  the  community  does  not  eulist.  Several 
reasons  ma}'  be  suggested,  but  those  that  lie  most  apparent  are  in- 
security of  tenure,  low  wages  and  the  attitude  of  school  directors 
towards  teachers  in  respect  to  the  relations  between  them.  A 
teacher  is  not  the  personal  servant  of  a  school  director  and  a  system 
which  encourages  this  idea  is  vicious.  Again  a  teacher  who  has  proved 
her  efficiency  should  have  a  right  to  her  position,  the  burden  of 
proof  being  on  those  who  wish  to  dislodge  her.  Then  again  wages 
are  wholly  inadequate  for  securing  the  quality  of  teachrs  that  chil- 
dren are  justly  entitled  to.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  Washington 
has  during  the  past  few  years  shown  a  disposition  to  improve  the 
teachers  position  by  steadily  advancing  the  salaries,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced will  do  even  more  in  the  future. 

The  increased  number  of  students  in  the  high  school  has  rendered 
additional  room  necessary.  Accordingly,  a  large  addition  to  the 
present  high  school  building  is  being  erected  which,  when  completed, 
will  about  double  the  room  at  the  disposal  of  the  high  school.  The 
townships  adjacent  to  the  borough  sent  us  during  the  last  year 
forty-six  high  school  pupils,  paying  for  their  tuition  about  two 
thousand  dollars. 

We  have  made  use  of  the  offers  of  both  the  State  Library  and  the 
Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum  to  lend  stereoptican  slides  on 
geographical  subjects  and  have  found  these  aids  very  helpful.  We 
have  also  purchased  nearly  two  hundred  slides  on  subjects  in  Italian 
Renaissance  art  for  use  in  the  High  School. 

The  number  of  works  of  art  that  now  adorn  the  high  school  has 
been  considerably  augmented  during  the  past  year  so  that  their 
value  now  amounts  to  about  one  thousand  dollars.  The  value  of 
those  in  the  ward  buildings  amounts  to  more  than  half  as  much. 
These  works  of  art  have  been  purchased  entirely  with  private  funds. 

The  thanks  of  the  public  and  of  the  teachers  are  due  to  the  last 
year's  School  Board  for  faithful  administration  of  their  public  duties 
and  for  their  hearty  support  of  the  teachers  and  Superintendent. 
For  earnestness  and  determination  to  secure  proper  high  school  ac- 
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comodations,  this  and  the  coming  generations  will  be  under  obliga- 
tions to  Mr.  J.  F.  Carmichael,  President  of  the  Board  of  School  Di- 
rectors, and  Mr.  Wilfred  Cameron,  Chairman  of  the  High  School 
Building  Committee. 


WAYNESBOKO— J.  H.  Beber. 


We  have  just  closed  a  very  busy  year  with  results  as  satisfactory 
as  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  Work  throughout  all 
the  schools  was  greatly  hindered  by  epidemics  of  measles,  mumps, 
chickenpox,  etc.  Many  of  the  schools  were  depleted  for  quite  a 
while  to  the  extent  of  more  than  one-half  of  the  enrollment.  The 
pupils  regular  in  attendance  are  held  back  in  their  work  on  account 
of  the  extra  time  and  effort  given  by  the  teacher  to  those  who  had 
been  absent  for  a  long  period.  From  resignations  and  growth  in 
school  population  is  was  necessary  to  introduce  seven  teachers  new 
to  our  system  during  the  year.  We  are  gaining  quite  a  reputation 
for  training  teachers  for  offices,  banks,  and  for  teaching  elsewhere. 
Frequent  changes  of  teachers  is  bound  to  work  detriment  to  the 
school  for  a  time  at  least. 

Our  borough  institute  with  entertainments,  was  held  Thursday 
and  Friday,  February  10th  and  11th,  and  was  a  grand  success  in 
every  particular.  On  Thursday  evening  an  entertainment  consist- 
ing of  musical  numbers,  recitations,  drills,  etc.,  was  given  to  the 
great  delight  of  a  crowded  house  of  patrons  and  friends.  We  have 
no  trouble  to  secure  a  large  audience  when  the  children  furnish  the 
program.  On  Friday  evening  we  had  a  brief  program  by  the  chil- 
dren and  a  lecture  on  "Dollars  and  Dunces"  by  Dr.  Chas.  C.  Ellis, 
Juniata  College,  Huntingdon,  Pa.  Dr.  Ellis,  and  Dr.  A.  B.  Van 
Ormer,  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  were  the  principal  instructors  of  the 
day  sessions  of  the  institute.  We  were  sorry  all  our  patrons  did 
not  hear  the  inspiring  and  instructive  talks  of  these  men. 

During  the  year  there  were  more  than  a  thousand  visits  by  patrons 
and  others  interested  in  the  work  of  the  schools.  Patrons  Day  and 
other  special  occasions  of  the  year  were  well  patronized.  These 
special  occasions  afford  an  excellent  opportunity  for  comparing  the 
work  of  the  grades  and  for  studying  the  methods  of  the  teachers. 
They  undoubtedly  are  a  means  of  bringing  teachers,  patrons  and 
pupils  into  closer  relationship  in  the  work  of  the  schools. 

Our  grammar  school  transfer  exercises  were  held  on  the  evening 
of  May  12,  at  which  time  seventy-nine  pupils  received  certificates 
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of  promotion  to  the  high  school.  Kev.  Vaughn  T.  Rue,  of  the  M. 
E.  church  delivered  an  address  full  of  wholesome  thought  for  all 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  it. 

Thursday  evening,  May  26,  was  marked  by  the  graduation  of  forty 
young  people  from  the  high  school,  the  largest  class  in  the  history 
of  our  schools.  The  members  of  the  class  executed  their  parts 
splendidly  and  the  address  "The  Great  Crucible,"  by  Dr.  Edwin  E. 
Sparks,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College,  was  a  treat. 

Having  summed  up  the  work  of  the  year  we  feel  that  there  is  much 
reason  for  encouragement.  With  very  few  exceptions,  the  teachers 
seem  alive  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  place  in  school  for  a  ''dead 
teacher,"  and  have  shown  commenable  zeal  and  earnestness  in  their 
work.  By  a  liberal  policy  and  judicious  management  the  schools 
have  attained  a  high  degree  of  excellence,  and  the  evident  desire  of  the 
board  of  education  is  to  raise  them  to  the  highest  possible  standard 
of  efficiency. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


It  is  difficult  to  determine  what  are  the  results  of  a  year's  work 
of  school  life.  There  are  so  many  elements  that  enter  into  the  condi- 
tions and  the  work,  that  the  best  teaching  may  sometimes  produce 
meagre  tangible  results.  Moral  growth  and  strength  of  character 
cannot  be  definitely  measured  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  the 
school  term;  but  the  interest  and  the  earnestness  of  the  pupils,  the 
spirit  and  the  energy  of  the  teachers,  and  the  general  tone  noticeable 
all  through  the  system  can  be  felt  and  seen.  These  evidences  of 
good  healthy  work  in  the  schools  are  fully  appreciated  wherever  tbev 
exist  by  both  the  patrons  and  the  community. 

On  account  of  the  prevalence  of  some  sickness,  the  percentage  •  ': 
attendance  is  lower  than  it  has  been  for  several  years.  The  rules 
of  the  board  of  health  were  carefully  observed.  The  periods  of  quar- 
antine are  probably  not  generally  too  long;  but  in  large  families  it 
has  happened  that  pupils  have  lost  four  months  of  the  school  term 
when  mumps  attacked  the  children  successively. 

While  long  quarantine  appears  to  do  little  toward  avoiding  the 
minor  diseases  it  surely  interferes  with  the  progress  of  the  'pupils 
in  their  school  work.  The  law,  or  possibly  the  interpretation  of  it, 
could  be  modified  somewhat  so  as  to  make  it  no  less  safe  but  a  good 
deal  less  burdensome. 

Medical  inspection  of  pupils  has  received  considerable  attention 
in  many  school  districts.  Through  proper  inspection  incipient  cases 
20 
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of  contagious  diseases  could  be  detected;  the  presence  of  adenoids, 
cases  of  defective  vision  and  hearing  could  be  found;  and  a  more 
complete  quarantine,  where  needed,  could  be  enforced. 

While  the  school  authorities  live  up  to  the  full  letter  of  the  law, 
the  children  excluded  from  school,  frequently  mingle  with  their  school 
mates  on  the  street,  in  the  Sunday  schools,  and  especiallly  in  places 
of  amusement.  A  statute  demanding  medical  inspection  in  all 
schools,  complete  quarantine  where  isolation  is  required,  and  full 
power  to  enforce  all  rales,  would  almost  stamp  out  some  of  the  so- 
called  children's  diseases.  Vigorous  measures  are  needed  to  avoid 
the  waste  of  time  now  spent  by  pupils  in  partial,  and  frequently 
futile,  quarantine. 

The  growth  of  the  high  school  is  rapid.  There  were  enrolled  last 
year  three  hundred  fifty  pupils,  of  whom  fifty-three  were  graduates 
in  June.  An  unusually  wholesome  and  strong  school  spirit  lias 
made  the  school  almost  sell '--< Aiming,  and  lias  reduced  the  necessity 
of  conspicuous  discipline  to  a  minimum.  There  is  greater  co-opera- 
tion and  more  confidence  between  pupils  and  teachers.  There  is  a 
larger  sense  of  responsibility  among  tin-  pupils,  and  there  are  more 
of  them  who  have  a  definite  aim  prompting  them  to  do  all  their  work 
well. 

The  Gay  Street  building,  which  was  burned  a  year  ago,  was  re- 
built and  was  first  occupied  in  April  11)10.  It  is  a  commodious 
brick  building  with  rooms  lor  eleven  schools.  The  plan  of  the  build- 
ing is  almost  ideal,  including  an  audience  room  seating  three  hundred 
people,  principal's,  teachers',  manual  training,  play,  gymnasium,  and 
library  rooms,  all  in  less  space  than  that  occupied  by  the  old  build- 
ing in  which  there  was  lit  lie  else  than  classrooms.  The  school  dis- 
trict has  thus  added  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  building  to  the  accom- 
modations for  its  children. 

Penmanship  in  the  schools  improved  greatly  during  the  year.  The 
forearm  movement  is  used  in  all  the  grades.  Definite  daily  periods 
are  devoted  to  practice  in  writing,  under  careful  direction  and  close 
supervision  of  the  teacher.  In  nearly  all  cases  the  pupils  have 
learned  to  write  easily  and  rapidly.  To  get  the  pupils  in  to  the 
habit  of  writing  well  the  teacher  must  demand  the  right  arm-move- 
ment in  all  written  exercises  and  must  insist  on  careful  written  exer- 
cises, and  must  never  allow  the  pupils  to  dwadle  over  their  written 
work  so  they  draw  their  letters.  We  are  not  likely  to  get  beautiful 
ornamental  writing,  such  as  we  find  at  the  tops  of  the  pages  in  the 
old  time  copy  books,  but  every  teacer  can  get  good  legible  papers 
written  in  an  easy  rapid  hand,  from  nearly  all  of  her  pupils. 

Last  year  much  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  teaching  of  spelling. 
Many  honest  people  have  been  led  to  believe  that  our  children  do  not 
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spell  as  well  as  did  the  children  of  a  half  century  ago.  The  fact  of 
the  matter  is,  that  pupils  never  spelled  hetter.  The  Springfield  test 
showed  clearly  that  the  pupils  of  to-day  are  hetter  spellers  than 
were  the  children  of  sixty  years  ago;  but  they  can  do  better.  The 
children  have  learned,  in  many  cases  with  little  help  from  their 
intructors.  Many  teachers  assign  a  list  of  words  from  the  text, 
pronounce  them  after  a  while  for  the  pupils  to  spell,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  mete  out  punishment  to  the  unfortunates  who  fail  to  spell 
correctly. 

If  the  teacher  will  prepare  her  list  of  words  with  due  fore- 
thought and  care,  if  she  will  really  teach  her  pupils  how  to  study 
and  learn  the  words  in  the  lesson,  guessing  in  spelling  classes  will 
become  a  lost  art  and  the  pupils  will  become  habituated  to  spell 
correctly.  Since  such  great  discredit  comes  to  the  schools  if  some 
pupils  spell  badly,  and  a  bad  speller  is  discredited  all  his  life,  i( 
is  worth  while  that  every  teacher  should  face  about  and  begin  to  pur 
the  same  care  and  emphasis  on  her  lesson  preparation  in  this  subject 
as  she  does  on  her  arithmetic  and  English  grammar. 

The  teachers  in  all  grades  are  doing  every  year  more  individual 
work  with  their  pupils.  In  consequence,  fewer  pupils  fail  in  their 
promotions,  the  number  of  so-called  laggards  will  constantly  de- 
crease, and  not  so  many  children  will  drop  out  of  school  in  the  upper 
grades  through  mortification  and  discouragement.  With  needed  in- 
dividual help  for  the  slower  pupils,  the  bright  ones  will  not  be 
stultified  by  needless  class  explanations,  greater  class  interest  will 
be  aroused  and  stronger  students  developed.  With  the  proper 
division  of  the  teacher's  time  between  class  recitation  and  individual 
instruction  will  surely  come  the  maximum  of  pupil  interest  and  the 
minimum  of  failures. 

The  manual  arts  department  continues  to  be  among  the  most 
sought  by  the  pupils.  The  classes  are  always  full.  Especially  is 
this  true  in  the  wood  working  section.  Not  only  is  the  shop  crowded 
during  the  school  hours  but  as  long  as  the  doors  are  open  the  boys 
are  found  busily  and  happily  engaged  at  the  benches. 

The  hand  training  which  the  pupils  receive  in  the  schools  must 
be  closely  correlated  with  the  mind  training.  If  basketry,  sewing, 
woodworking,  and  drawing  have  no  educational  value,  if  the  work 
with  the  hand  cannot  be  closely  related  to  the  work  in  the  classroom, 
then  it  cannot  be  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  curriculum  in  an  ordinary 
public  school.  Surely  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  hand  and  the 
mind  cannot  be  trained  together  so  that  the  product  of  the  schools 
will  be  complete,  not  working  fragments,  but  whole  integral  men 
and  women  whose  hands  are  strong  and  skillful,  whose  brains  are 
alertly  thinking,  and  whose  hearts  beat  high  with  the  knowledge  of 
entire  equipment  for  the  battle  of  life. 
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The  commercial  courses  are  deservedly  popular,  not  only  with  the 
commercial  classes,  but  as  well  with  the  general  students  who  desire 
to  equip  themselves  in  the  high  school  for  any  of  the  lines  of  work 
requiring  a  knowledge  of  bookkeeping,  commercial  arithmetic,  and 
skill  in  the  manipulation  of  the  typewriter.  The  board  added  two 
school  phonographs  to  the  equipment  of  the  commercial  rooms. 
These  machines  not  only  aid  to  prepare  the  students  for  more  gen- 
eral office  practice,  but  economize  the  time  of  the  teachers. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year,  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Evans  resigned  his 
office  as  school  director.  Mr.  Evaus  became  identified  with  the 
schools  of  the  borough  in  1859,  when  he  was  appointed  a  teacher. 
His  work  was  interrupted  by  his  enlistment  in  tbe  Union  army;  upon 
his  return  from  service,  be  again  became  a  teacher  and  soon  after  was 
made  principal  of  one  of  the  buildings.  He  was  elected  a  school 
director,  and  for  the  last  fifteen  years  be  was  president  of  the  board. 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  schools  nearly  all  the  time  for  more 
than  a  half  century. 

Mr.  Evans  was  keenly  alive  at  all  times  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  schools,  always  seeking  to  promote  their  influence  and  efficiency. 
He  was  a  staunch  friend  of  the  teacher  and  a  most  careful  observer  of 
the  rights  of  the  children;  most  mindful  of  the  interests  of  all.  He 
has  left  an  impress  upon  the  schools  that  will  always  be  felt.  He 
rendered  his  service  cheerfully  out  of  a  loving  heart  and  a  con- 
scientious regard  for  duty. 

The  good  will  and  the  co-operation  which  exist  in  the  school-room, 
between  the  pupils  and  their  teacher,  the  sympathetic  relations 
among  the  teachers  and  their  helpfulness  to  one  another,  the  harmony 
in  the  school  board  and  the  evident  determination  to  do  all  that  is 
best  for  the  education  of  the  children,  and  the  loyal  support  of  the 
patrons  are  the  sources  of  the  pleasant  and  profitable  year  in  the 
schools. 


WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 


This  year  has  been  one  of  great  interest  educationally.  The  at- 
tendance and  enrollment  are  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  schools. 
10,731  pupils  were  enrolled;  5,452  boys  and  5,279  girls.  This  is  an 
increase  in  the  enrollment  over  last  year  of  339,  and  in  the  average 
daily  attendance  for  the  last  month  of  474.  The  average  percentage 
of  attendance  for  the  entire  year  was  93.  9,295  pupils  were  en- 
rolled at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  and  8,833  were  on  the  rolls 
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at  the  close  of  the  year.  323  left  school  during  the  term  to  work; 
403  moved  out  of  the  city,  during  the  year  and  were  dropped  from 
the  rolls;  209  left  on  account  of  continued  illness;  86  left  to  work 
at  home,  123  to  attend  parochial  or  other  private  schools,  and  145 
left  for   causes   unknown. 

The  average  age  of  the  pupils  in  the  first  grade  was  6.5 ;  in  the  sec- 
ond grade,  7.8 ;  in  the  third  grade,  9 ;  in  the  fourth  grade,  9.8 ;  in  the 
fifth  grade,  10.9;  in  the  sixth  grade,  11.7;  in' the  seventh  grade, 
12.6;  in  the  eighth  grade,  13.4;  and  in  the  ninth  or  first  year  of  the 
high  school  14.5. 

•There  were  57  pupils  two  or  more  years  behind  time  in  the  ninth 
grade,  76  in  the  eighth  grade;  88  in  the  seventh  grade;  181  in  the 
sixth  grade;  180  in  the  fifth  grade;  222  in  the  fourth  grade;  276 
in  the  third  grade;  197  in  the  second  grade;  and  207  in  the  first 
grade,  making  a  total  of  626  girls,  868  boys,  15  per  centum  of  the 
entire  enrollment.  These  pupils  are  not  repeating  grades,  they  are 
simply  behind  time,  having  started  late,  or  retarded  through  sick- 
ness and  irregular  attendance.  No  normal  child  repeats  grades 
regularly  in  this  city. 

3,504  girls,  3,637  boys  were  promoted  or  86  per  cent,  of  the  en- 
rollment. There  were  597  girls  and  694  boys  not  promoted  in  all 
the  elementary  grades.  376  boys  and  356  girls  were  retained  in 
the  first  grade,  leaving  only  559  in  all  other  grades  This  is  6  per 
cent,  of  enrollment,  not  including  the  primary  grades. 

The  enrollment  in  the  primary  grades  was  2,278,  of  this  number, 
670  boys  and  482  girls  were  held  in  the  grade  from  last  year,  570 
boys  and  576  girls  were  admitted  this  year. 

The  work  of  the  attendance  officer  each  year  demonstrates  more 
clearly  the  necessity  for  a  special  school  for  neglected,  delinquent, 
and  practically  homeless  children.  Such  an  institution  should  pro- 
vide both  a  home  and  a  school  for  such  children. 

The  establishment  of  such  a  home-school  is  the  most  sensible,  the 
most  economical,  and  the  most  humane  way  of  treating  this  problem. 
Some  of  these  children  are  forsaken  by  the  father,  some  are  father- 
less through  accidental  death,  some  are  uncontrolled  by  parents, 
and  many  are  in  poverty  and  rags  by  reason  of  an  intemperate 
father  and  some  times  by  drunken  parents.  The  number  is  not 
large  in  this  city  but  the  same  families  present  the  same  problems 
year  after  year. 

The  duties  of  the  superintendent  have  been  enlarged  and  his 
labors  increased  by  the  child  labor  law.  And  yet  it  has  presented 
in  a  more  forceful  way  some  school  problems,  the  solution  of  which 
would  repay  any  extra  labor  thus  imposed. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  children  come  for  labor  certificates  from 
the  parochial  schools.  These  schools  have  not  issued  certificates 
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to  their  own  pupils.  This  simplifies  the  matter  of  issuing  certifi- 
cates and  enables  the  school  authorities  to  know  the  entire  situation. 
I  judge  from  the  examinations  that  a  very  large  number  who  apply 
for  labor  certificates  are  among  what  is  termed  retarded  pupils. 
Very  many  of  them,  both  from  the  public,  and  parochial  school, 
have  reached  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  grades  only.  It  did  not 
occur  to  me  to  note  the  actual  number  of  these  who  have  defective 
sight  but  my  impression  is  that  the  proportion  is  large. 

Seventy-six  children  of  fourteen  years  of  age  and  over,  were  re- 
jected between  January  and  the  first  of  April.  A  school  was  pro- 
vided for  these  pupils,  with  a  very  competent  teacher  who  taught 
these  children  to  read  and  write  intelligently,  and  at  intervals  be- 
tween one  and  three  weeks  he  would  report  pupils  whom  he  judged 
could  pass  the  required  test.  They  were  then  examined  by  the  super- 
intendent and  passed,  if  found  proficient.  All  but  fourteen  finally 
received  employment  certificates,  then  the  school  was  closed  and  the 
remaining  pupils  were  sent  to  the  regular  schools. 

Thirteen  Parent-Teachers'  Associations  were  organized  in  thirteen 
of  the  largest  school  buildings  of  the  city.  These  associations 
are  composed  largely  of  the  mothers  whose  children  attend  the 
school  in  which  the  association  meets.  The  purpose  of  these  associa- 
tions is  to  bring  the  parents  and  teachers  into  closer  relationship  with 
each  other,  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  parents  in  carrying  out  the 
highest  purposes  of  the  school  and  to  inform  the  parents,  when  neces- 
sary, as  to  the  most  important  movements  for  the  care,  protection,  and 
healthy  development  of  the  children ;  to  improve  the  hygienic  and 
moral  environment  of  children,  and  to  build  up  the  homes.  These 
associations  held  monthly  meetings  and  were  addressed  by  prom- 
inent physicians  of  the  city  on  the  subject  of  contagious  diseases, 
their  treatment  and  prevention;  on  care  in  quarantining  such  dis- 
eases, on  medical  inspection  and  what  it  means.  Other  addresses 
were  made  on  the  course  of  study  and  its  adaptation  to  modern 
needs;  on  school  discipline;  on  town  improvement  and  kindred 
topics.  These  associations  unify  the  school  organization  and  should 
become  extremely  helpful  to  the  schools,  and  to  the  city  itself  in 
advancing  general  improvement  and  keeping  the  homes  in  touch 
with  every  important  movement. 

The  board  has  provided  for  medical  inspection  of  the  schools  be- 
ginning with  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September. 

The  annual  Teachers  Institute  was  a  very  helpful  and  inspiring 
meeting. 

Dr.  Earle  Barnes  gave  a  series  of  lectures  on  the  History  of  Edu- 
cation. In  the  course  of  these  lectures  he  recommended  the  reading 
and  study  of  Monroe's  History  of  Education.  Following  the  sug- 
gestion, the  teachers  association  purchased  a  volume  for  each  school 
building  and  made  a  study  of  this  subject  during  the  year. 
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A  review  of  the  successive  periods  in  the  history  of  education 
was  a  part  of  the  program  of  each  monthly  session  of  the  Institute. 
One  of  the  teachers  remarking  on  the  value  of  the  teachers'  meet- 
ings said  that  our  Teachers'  Institutes  had  been  a  liberal  education 
to  those  who  were  attentive  and  followed  the  suggestion  in  personal 
study. 

The  teachers  organized  themselves  into  a  Teachers'  Retirement 
Fund  Association  and  as  a  beginning  voted  to  assess  themselves  at 
the  rate  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  annual  salary  of  each  teacher.  The 
Board  approved  of  this  movement  and  voted  a  like  sum  from  the 
funds  of  the  district.  This  gives  the  movement  a  substantial  be- 
ginning. 

The  schools  are  kept  in  the  line  of  progress.  The  community  still 
maintains  its  interest  in  education.  The  board  does  its  work  with 
the  single  purpose  of  rendering  intelligent  and  honest  services  in- 
dependent of  politics  and  personal  interests. 

The  teachers  are  faithful  and  conscientious  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties. 

The  prospect  for  the  future  is  inspiring  and  helpful.  We  close 
the  year  and  enter  upon  the  new  one  with  the  desire  to  be  more 
useful  and  to  render  better  service. 


WILKINSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


I  take  pleasure  in  submittiug  to  the  Department  my  report  for 
the  current  year  which  closed  May  27,  1910.  During  the  last  six 
weeks  of  the  term,  an  epidemic  of  measles  caused  irregular  attend- 
ance and  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease,  sixteen  of  the 
rooms  were  closed  for  two  weeks.  Diseases  peculiar  to  children  have 
been  rather  prevalent  during  the  entire  winter  and  caused  much  ab- 
sence. I  fully  believe  that  the  quarantine  period  established  by  the 
new  law  for  some  of  these  diseases  is  too  long.  When  observed  strictly, 
children  are  kept  out  of  school  when  there  is  not  a  particle  of 
danger  from  contagion,  should  they  be  permitted  to  re-enter  after 
a  shorter  period  of  quarantine. 

The  Board  established  Medical  inspection  in  the  schools,  beginning 
at  January.  The  inspection  was  conducted  by  three  practicing 
physicians  of  the  town  and  the  results  proved  beneficial.     While  the 
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work  has  been  in  operation  but  five  months,  it  has  proved  that  the 
benefits  derived  during  that  time  will  insure  a  continuance  during 
the  coming  year.  Systematic  registration  of  the  physical  condition 
of  each  pupil  in  the  schools  has  been  established  and,  during  the  com- 
ing year,  a  splendid  record  of  the  benefits  derived  from  the  inspection 
may  be  ascertained.  Many  pupils  were  found  to  have  defective 
vision  of  which  they  had  no  knowledge  until  it  was  discovered  by 
the  inspector.  Throat  and  ear  troubles  were  discovered  of  which 
neither  parents  nor  pupils  were  aware.  Many  of  these  were  treated 
immediately  and  remedied  or  cured.  In  cases  where  the  parents 
were  not  able  to  attend  to  the  defects  of  their  children;,  philan- 
thropic societies  and  charitable  institutions  gladly  rendered  the 
necessary  aid. 

The  new  high  school  building  which  is  being  erected  at  a  cost 
of  over  $350,000  is  progressing  slowly.  A  delay  was  caused  during 
five  months  on  account  of  the  financial  failure  of  the  contractor. 
A  new  contractor  bas  been  secured  and  the  building  will  be  com- 
pleted during  the  early  winter  months.  The  delay  has  caused  much 
inconvenience  to  the  High  School  department  of  the  schools.  The 
department  is  accommodated  in  three  different  buildings  but  every 
one  is  patient,  hoping  for  better  conditions  and  making  the  best  of 
the  inconvenience. 

The  number  of  graduates  in  the  regular  course  of  the  high  school  this 
year  is  seventy-one.  The  total  enrollment  of  the  high  school  for 
the  year  is  three  hundred  and  ninety-three  and  the  monthly  enroll- 
ment during  the  year  is  three  hunderd  and  fifty-three.  This  shows 
that  the  number  of  graduates  compared  to  the  population  of  the 
town  (estimated  18,000)  is  greater  than  any  other  city  in  the  United 
States.  The  comparison  of  the  number  of  graduates  with  the  en- 
rollment of  the  pupils  in  the  school  shows  a  high  percentage.  The 
number  of  the  graduates  who  attend  institutions  of  higher  education 
is  about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  number  graduating.  These  com- 
parisons are  gratifying  to  the  managers  of  the  school. 

The  Board  of  Directors  deserve  special  commendation  for  their 
faithfulness  in  the  strenuos  work  necessitated  by  the  construction 
of  the  new  high  school  building  and  the  added  worry  on  account 
of  the  failure  of  the  contractor.  Every  member  has  done  his  duty 
faithfully  and  cheerfully.  With  such  a  body  of  faithful  men  to 
guide  the  destinies  of  a  school,  there  is  no  chance  to  have  a  system 
of  schools  that  is  not  progressive  in  all  lines. 

The  principals,  teachers,  and  special  teachers  have  been  faithful 
and  enthusiastic  in  their  work.  Their  loyalty  to  the  head  of  the 
school  has  never  been  questioned  and  the  harmony  and  good  will 
of  all  the  departments  is  appreciated  .to  a  high  degree. 
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The  press  and  the  civic  and  women's  clubs  have  been  helpful  and 
encouraging  to  the  schools  and  to  the  workers  in  the  schools.  They 
have  co-operated  in  every  way  possible  in  which  the  schools  might 
be  made  better.     All  these  kindnesses  are  gratefully  acknowledged. 

To  the  members  of  the  Department  of  Education,  is  due  much  for 
help  and  encouragement.  With  all  these  various  iniiuences  leading 
on  in  educational  lines,  the  new  high  school  building  nearing  com- 
pletion, aud  the  unifying  of  all  the  school  interests  in  Allegheny 
county  being  assured,  it  seems  to  me  that  school  work  in  this  locality 
and  in  the  borough  of  Wilkinsburg  is  advancing  and  that  the  coming 
year  will  be  a  prominent  one  in  school  life  and  in  education  generally. 


WILLIAMSPORT— Charles  Lose. 


Evening  Schools. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  at  the  three  evening  schools  was 
larger  and  more  regular  than  that  of  any  previous  year  and  the  work 
done  was  of  a  higher  grade. 

The  elementary  school  with  a  principal  and  two  assistants  en- 
rolled a  total  of  244  pupils,  182  men  and  boys  and  62  women  and 
girls.  The  average  attendance  for  the  term  was  92  pupils  and  the 
percentage  of  attendance  81.  The  oldest  pupil  was  49  years  of  age. 
A  mother  and  daughter  were  in  attendance,  the  mother  learning  to 
read  in  the  first  reader  and  the  daughter  doing  the  work  of  the  fourth 
grade.  There  was  a  class  of  eight  foreigners,  taking  reading,  spell- 
ing, and  English.     Their  progress  was  extremely  satisfactory. 

The  elementary  school  was  divided  into  five  grades,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth.  In  arithmetic,  the  fourth  grade  began 
with  addition  and  completed  the  four  fundamental  rules;  the  fifth 
grade  reviewed  the  fundamental  rules,  completed  common  fractions, 
and  began  the  subject  of  decimals;  the  sixth  grade  completed  com- 
mon fractions,  decimal  fractions,  and  denominate  numbers;  the 
seventh  grade  took  common  fractions,  decimal  fractions,  accounts 
and  bills,  denominate  numbers  and  measurements;  and  the  eighth 
grade  began  at  percentage  and  completed  the  book.  A  class  of 
nineteen  pupils  completed  algebra  to  factoring.  All  the  pupils  of 
this  school  had  a  lesson  in  spelling  and  a  drill  in  penmanship  each 
evening  and  twice  each  month  they  received  from  the  supervisor  of 
penmanship  one  hour's  instruction  in  writing.  Carpenter's  Geo- 
graphical Reader  of  North  America  was  read  by  the  classes  of  the 
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fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  grades.  Work  was  done  each  evening  in 
English  by  all  classes.  Fifteen  pupils  completed  the  work  of  the 
course  and  were  recommended  for  promotion  to  a  higher  grade. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  commercial  department  of  the  even- 
ing schools  was  49  pupils,  classified  as  follows:  in  bookkeeping,  arith- 
methic,  spelling,  penmanship,  shorthand,  and  typewriting,  12  pupils; 
in  bookkeeping,  arithmetic,  spelling,  and  penmanship,  26  pupils;  and 
in  shorthand  and  typewriting,  11  pupils. 

The  work  done  in  bookkeeping  was  the  equivalent  of  the  work 
done  in  two  and  one-half  months  of  day  school.  Forty-five  lessons 
were  given  in  arithmetic  supplemented  by  twenty  additional  les- 
sons assigned  for  home  work.  There  was  a  spelling  lesson  each 
evening.  Twenty-four  pages  of  foolscap  filled  with  twenty-four 
lessons  in  penmanship  were  required  of  each  pupil.  In  order  to  save 
time  for  other  work,  these  lessons  were  assigned,  explained,  and 
started  in  school  but  finished  at  home.  Neither  in  quantity  nor  in 
quality  was  the  work  done  in  shorthand  and  typewriting  so  satis- 
factory as  it  will  be  possible  to  make  it  another  year. 

The  class  in  engineering  extension  organized  by  Prof.  J.  B.  Whit- 
more,  of  State  College  enrolled  in  all  95  men  and  boys  and  had  an 
average  attendance  of  45  men  and  boys  for  the  term  of  2!)  evenings. 
Thirty-one  per  cent,  of  these  were  attending  the  public  schools  and 
G9  per  cent,  were  working.  Eighty-two  hours  were  put  in  upon 
drawing  work  and  12  hours  upon  lecture  work. 

The  course  consisted  of  six  graded  study  plates,  logether  with 
detailed  and  specific  instruction  sheets  for  each  plate.  The  instruc- 
tion sheets  were  furnished  to  the  students  together  with  pages  of 
blue-print  date  sheets  upon  the  lettering,  dimensioning,  and  placing 
of  descriptive  matter  upon  working  drawings.  Each  student  was 
furnished  with  a  half  size  blue-print  plate  of  the  study  plate  upon 
which  he  was  working,  showing  exactly  how  his  finished  plate  should 
look.     These  blue-print  problem  plates  were  returned  by  the  students. 

During  the  last  three  weeks  of  the  term,  a  lecture  course  was 
established  for  one  and  one-half  hours  for  three  evenings  per  week, 
in  which  work  was  taken  up  in  strength  of  materials,  elementary 
mechanics,  and  machine  and  structural  design  in  an  elementary  man- 
ner. 

The  work  done  by  this  department  of  the  evening  schools  was  ex- 
ceedingly important  and  helped  a  lot  of  deserving  young  men  in 
just  the  lines  in  which  they  needed  help. 

The  following  recommendations  are  made  concerning  this  particu- 
lar school: 

First:  that  a  vocational  school  be  established  by  the  public  school 
system  of  Williamsport  to  be  carried  on  each  year  for  a  term  of  from 
five  to  eight  months. 
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Second:  that  the  sessions  of  this  school  be  held  during  the  even- 
ing, except  where  classes  may  be  formed  for  work  during  the  day. 

Third :  that  the  lines  of  work  offered  shall  be  in  free-hand,  machine, 
architectural,  and  structural  drawing;  elementary  applied  mechan- 
ics; applied  electricity,  steam,  and  such  other  elementary  applied 
subjects  as  should  prove  of  direct  use  to  the  artisans  and  mechan- 
ics of  our  city. 

Fourth:  that  the  school  system  of  Williamsport  call  upon  the 
Pennsylvania  State  College  to  join  with  it  in  this  to  the  extent  of 
aiding  in  the  selection  of  a  suitable  teacher;  supplying  so  far  as 
needed,  outlines  of  courses  and  actual  instruction  sheets;  and  by 
actually  aiding  the  instruction  by  periodical  visits  and  lectures. 


WINTON— John  J.  Judge. 


The  school  term  for  the  year  1909-10  closed  June  14,  1910.  The 
work  of  the  year  was  good.  The  total  enrollment  of  pupils  for  the 
year  was  1,100.  Of  this  number  509  were  boys  and  597  were  girls. 
A  class  of  seven  was  graduated  from  the  high  school.  The  high 
school  is  growing  in  interest,  efficiency,  and  popularity.  A  third 
year  will  be  added  to  the  high  school  course  during  the  next  school 
term,  and  two  teachers  will  be  employed  for  high  school  work. 

The  school  board  awarded  a  contract  for  a  two-room  addition  to 
one  of  our  buildings.  The  rapidly  increasing  school  population 
has  made  this  additional  room  necessary.  Two  new  schools  were 
opened  during  the  year. 


YOEK— A.  Wanner. 


Early  in  the  spring,  contracts  were  entered  into  and  work  com- 
menced on  a  six  room  addition  to  one  of  the  recently  erected  school 
houses.  Originally,  when  the  building  was  designed,  provision  was 
made  for  such  addition. 

The  entire  structure  when  completed,  possibly  by  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, will  contain  twelve  rooms.  The  Board  by  reason  of  its  experi- 
ence in  this  instance  does  not  recommend  the  erection  of  part  of  a 
school  house  at  one  time  and  its  completion  at  some  later  date. 
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Whilst  the  work  in  manual  training  was  maintained  and  extended 
during  the  year,  the  time  devoted  to  it  aud  the  equipment  were  in- 
adequate. However  the  care  and  accuracy  with  which  problems 
were  worked  out  and  knowledge  applied  produced  splendid  results. 
The  need  and  value  of  this  phase  of  education  were  so  strikingly 
shown  as  to  insure  more  liberal  appropriation  for  the  purpose  in  the 
future. 

A  system  of  medical  inspection  was  adopted  by  the  board  near  the 
close  of  the  school  year.  In  the  time  remaining  only  a  few  schools 
could  be  examined.  Enough  was  done,  however,  to  demonstrate  the 
great  benefit  of  such  provision. 

In  accordance  with  the  plan  agreed  upon,  and  successfully  applied, 
inspection  is  general.  No  children  in  any  school  are  exempt.  They 
are  taken  singly  to  a  vacant  room  and  inspected  privately.  The 
examintion  is  made  by  the  city  physician  under  the  direction  of  the 
Health  Board  in  conjunction  with  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

The  presence  of  physical  defects  that  need  treatment,  or  that 
should  be  more  thoroughly  diagnosed  preparatory  to  treatment,  are 
noted  on  blanks  prepared  for  that  purpose.  These  are  sent  to  par- 
ents. They  are  thus  informed  and  are  then  at  liberty  to  consult 
the  family  physician,  or  any  one  else  whom  they  choose. 

The  benefits  of  medical  inspection  are  so  generally  conceded  that 
they  need  not  be  presented  in  this  report. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  exhibits  of  results  in  manual  training  and 
in  drawing  were  held  in  each  building.  Every  child  was  repre- 
sented by  some  work.  The  interest  taken  by  parents  in  this  display 
justified  the  extra  labor  involved.  The  exhibit  will  serve  as  an  in- 
centive to  pupils  and  teachers  to  do  still  better  work  next  year. 

A  musical  festival  illustrative  of  the  scope  and  character  of  in- 
struction in  music  was  held  during  the  last  school  month.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  an  admission  fee  was  charged,  the  pupils' 
efforts  were  so  well  received  as  to  require  the  repetition  of  the  enter- 
tainment in  order  to  satisfy  parents. 
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FIRST  DISTRICT,  WEST  CHESTER. 


GEO.  MORRIS  PHILIPS,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  The  school's  attendance 
has  been  large.  The  work  of  teachers  and  pupils  has  been  faithful 
and  earnest. 

Our  graduating  class  numbered  215,  of  whom  186  were  young 
women  and  27  young  men.  Their  average  age  was  20.65  years. 
Their  average  attendance  was  2.64  years.  Their  previous  education 
was  as  follows: 

Sixty-five  had  graduated  at  four  year  high  schools,  or  its  equiva- 
lent; seventy-six  had  graduated  at  three  year  high  schools;  twenty- 
six  had  graduated  at  two  year  high  schools;  twenty  had  attended 
high  schools  one  year;  twenty-six  had  been  educated  in  grammar  or 
ungraded  schools;  five  had  spent  one  year  at  college;  forty  were 
experienced  teachers. 

But  two  of  the  young  men  had  graduated  from  four  year  high 
schools.  Our  experience  is  that  very  few  young  men  who  graduate 
from  four  year  high  schools  take  normal  school  courses. 

I  began  compiling  and  reporting  facts  similar  to  the  above  six 
years  ago.  In  those  six  years  the  number  of  high  school  graduates 
in  our  graduating  class  has  increased  eighteen  per  cent,  although  it 
seemed  large  then.  Almost  all  of  this  increase  has  been  in  graduates 
of  high  schools  having  four  or  three  years'  courses.  The  average 
age  of  our  graduates  has  increased  somewhat.  The  average  term 
of  their  attendance  here  has  decreased  slightly.  Both  of  these  facts 
are  at  least  partly  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  high  school 
graduates.  The  proportion  of  experienced  teachers  is  greater  than  it 
was  six  years  ago,  which  is  unexpected. 
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According  to  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  1909,  the  total  number  of  teachers  during  the  present  year 
who  had  never  taught  before  was  32G2.  At  the  beginning  of  that 
year,  all  of  the  normal  schools  together  graduated  but  1,379  students 
toward  filling  these  positions.  Doubtless  a  number  of  normal  school 
students  begin  to  teach  without  graduating,  but  it  certainly  seems 
desirable  that  a  larger  proportion  of  the  students  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Normal  Schools  complete  the  normal  school  course, 
and  thus  give  us  the  undoubted  advantage  of  a  larger  proportion 
of  graduates  in  the  beginners'  ranks. 

For  many  years  the  demand  for  rooms,  especially  on  the  part  of 
girls,  here,  has  been  far  in  excess  of  our  accommodations  for  them, 
extensive  as  these  accommodations  are.  Our  board  of  trustees  has 
always  appreciated  the  importance  of  having,  if  possible,  all  of  the 
students  from  a  distance  live  in  the  school  dormitories,  and  are  now 
having  plans  made  to  rebuild  the  dining  room  and  kitchen,  and,  in 
connection  with  ih:s.  to  plan  for  a  number  of  new  rooms  for  the  girls, 
and.  in  addition,  a  new  dormitory  for  the  boys.  This  will  give  all  of 
the  students  rooms  in  the  present  main  building  to  girls,  and  will 
provide  for  the  present  attendance  very  much  more  satisfactorily 
than  has  been  possible  for  a  long  time. 

Unquestionably  the  most  important  improvement  in  the  normal 
school  system  of  Pennsylvania  would  be  the  ownership  and  control 
of  the  normal  schools  by  the  state,  as  proposed  in  the  sugggested 
new  school  code.  The  Educational  Commission  found  no  one  sug- 
gestion in  the  whole  code  which  met  with  stronger,  more  general 
approval  than  this.  The  normal  schools,  therefore,  have  as  much 
advantage  to  hope  for  as  does  the  public  school  system  in  general, 
in  the  adoption  of  the  new  code  by  the  Legislature. 


SECOND  DISTRICT,  MILLER SVILLE. 


ELIPHALET  ORAM  LYTE,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  for 
the  fifty-sixth  year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  fall  term  of  1909  was  711;  the  winter 
term  was  TIC;  and  the  spring  term  of  1910,  863.  The  total 
number  of  graduates  receiving  the  firsl  diploma  in  the  regular 
course  was  113,  of  whom  one  had  previously  been  graduated  in  the 
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elementary  course;  seven  were  graduated  in  the  first  year  of  the 
supplementary  course,  receiving  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  pedogogics. 
All  of  the  graduates  attended  this  school  for  the  purpose  of  teaching 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  and  all,  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three,  are  now  employed  as  teachers. 

The  school  year  that  has  just  closed  was  a  successful  one.  The 
attendance  was  large,  and  the  work  done  by  the  students  was  good. 
The  aim  of  this  institution  is  to  be  a  high  grade  normal  school.  Its 
object  is  not  to  enroll  a  great  number  of  students,  and  we  have  never 
sent  "drummers"  into  the  field  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  our 
enrollment,  though  this  is  done  by  normal  schools  so  generally,  that 
I  incline  to  think  that  we  shall  be  driven  in  self-defense  to  do  this. 

Let  me  refer  to  my  last  year's  report  for  recommendations  made  to 
improve  the  normal  schools,  one  of  which  is  that  the  State  normal 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  should  not  receive  in  any  department,  except 
the  model  school,  any  students  who  are  not  preparing  to  become 
teachers.  In  the  efforts  that  are  now  being  made  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  to  improve  the  teaching  force  in  Pennsylvania 
and  from  the  fact  that  the  new  code  will  be  considered  at  the  coming 
meeting  of  the  legislature,  this  recommendation  is  a  highly  important 
one.  It  will  be  objected  to  only  by  those  who  do  not  know  what  a 
normal  school  really  is.  The  legislature,  to  which  ''normal  schools" 
of  Pennsylvania  so  persistently  appeal  for  support,  should  compel 
persons  who  control  the  policy  of  these  institutions,  to  comply  with 
the  almost  universal  idea  of  normal  schools  supported  by  the  State 
for  the  training  of  teachers. 

The  second  recommendation  is  to  the  effect  that  a  limit  should  be 
placed  on  the  amount  paid  by  the  State  to  the  students  of  any  one 
State  normal  school  for  free  tuition.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the 
Avhole  normal  school  system  in  Pennsylvania  is  to  be  made  a  laughing 
stock  and  to  have  the  tone  of  the  system  lowered  by  the  actions  of  one 
or  two  "normal  schools"  in  the  State  whose  principals  seem  to  be 
obsessed  with  the  idea  that  a  good  school  must  be  a  big  school.  The 
opposite  is  frequently  true. 

The  new  school  code  gives  us  who  are  anxious  to  improve  the 
normal  school  system  of  Pennsylvania  no  hope  for  betterment. 
Probably  our  only  hope  for  improvement  lies  in  the  proposition  to 
have  the  State  acquire  the  ownership  of  these  schools.  I  think 
this  school  will  be  ready  to  meet  the  State  authorities  upon  this 
proposition. 

I  regret  that  it  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  the  death  of 
three  members  of  our  board  of  trustees,  one  of  whom,  Hon.  A.  J. 
Stober,  who  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  in  August,  1909, 
and  who  during  his  brief  service,  proved  to  be  a  valuable  member  of 
the  board,  died  on  January  10,  1910.     Hon.  Ephraim  S.  Hoover  was 
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a  member  of  the  board  since  1900.  He  died  on  June  11,  1910.  He 
was  a  student  of  this  school  in  its  early  years,  and  was  always 
deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the  institution.  Dr.  O.  T.  Hueb- 
ener,who  was  a  member  of  this  board  representing  the  State  since 
1882,  died  on  June  25,  1910.  He  was  a  faithful  and  efficient  member, 
and  a  broad  minded,  intelligent  citizen. 

During  the  summer  vacation  which  has  just  closed,  arrangements 
were  made  by  which  the  ladies'  building  will  be  heated  with  steam. 
The  installation  of  a  steam  heating  plant  in  a  building  as  large 
as  our  ladies'  building  in  so  short  a  time,  was  a  tremendous  under- 
taking, but  it  was  effectually  done.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  H. 
E.  Baughey,  a  gentleman  who  was  employed  as  steward  in  April  of 
this  year  and  had  charge  of  the  work  of  changing  our  system  of 
heating,  and  who  is  doing  most  efficient  service  in  this  responsible 
position. 

It  is  proposed  by  our  board  of  trustees  to  place  our  buildings  in  a 
first  class  condition.  On  one  of  the  stones  in  the  chapel  are  the 
words  "Founded  1854."  This  indicates  that  some  of  our  buildings 
are  no  longer  new.  It  takes  more  money  to  keep  our  buildings  in 
good  repair  than  it  does  in  newer  ''plants."  But  by  care  on  the  part 
of  those  who  look  after  the  work,  and  a  constant  oversight  by  com- 
mittees of  the  board,  our  buildings  are  kept  habitable.  During  the 
past  vacation,  among  other  things,  new  doors  with  the  best  locks  we 
could  procure  were  put  throughout  our  gentlemen's  building,  new 
hardwood  floors  were  laid  in  both  buildings,  etc. 

The  new  course  of  study,  which  was  adopted  last  year,  will  need 
some  modifications  to  be  effective,  it  is  defective  in  that  it  is  not 
arranged  so  well  as  it  should  be,  and  it  does  not  pay  enough  of 
attention  to  the  purely  professional  work  of  a  teacher's  course.  Nor 
is  it  definite  enough  in  the  work  that  should  be  required  of  a  normal 
school.  There  seems  to  be  an  idea  possessing  the  minds  of  some  in 
authority  that  our  Pennsylvania  normal  schools  should  train  teachers 
merely  for  elementary  schools.  If  this  notion  prevails,  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  work  in  "methods"  and  in  principles  of  educa- 
tion must  be  definitely  stated.  In  our  model  school,  we  have  three 
grades  of  high  school  work.  A  good  idea  of  a  high  school  can  be 
given  to  our  Senior  class,  many  of  whom  take  high  school  positions 
in  our  public  school  system  when  they  are  graduated  here. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  return  my  thanks  to  the  distinguished  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction  and  his  able  deputies  and  inspectors 
for  the  many  acts  of  kindness  received  at  their  hands  and  for  their 
efforts  constantly  and  wisely  directed  to  lift  the  public  school  up 
to  the  standard  demanded  by  the  State  and  to  render  the  Normal 
School  system  of  the  State  more  efficient  and  more  worthy  of  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  educational  public. 
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THIED  D1STKICT,  KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  ROTHERMEL,  Principal. 


A  retrospect  of  the  school  year  1909-10  is  encouraging  to  all  inter- 
ested in  the  Keystone  State  Normal  school  as  a  part  of  the  educa- 
tional system  of  our  state.  There  has  been  no  evident  retrogression 
and  there  are  not  a  few  indications  of  positive  and  wholesome 
advance. 

The  enrollment  has  steadily  grown ;  955  different  students  attended 
the  school  during  the  year,  and  practically  all  of  these  were  contin- 
uous in  their  attendance.  Time  was  when  there  was  great  disparity 
in  the  enrollments  for  the  different  terms.  The  length  and  contin- 
uousness  of  attendance  is  increasing  and  the  number  of  transients  is 
relatively  less  than  hitherto.  For  years  in  this  school  there  was 
maintained  a  large  preponderance  of  male  students.  Now  the  female 
pupils  outnumber  those  of  the  other  sex.  Nevertheless  the  Keystone 
State  Normal  School  is  yet  far  from  being  exclusively  or  predom- 
inately a  girls'  school. 

Improvements  of  and  additions  to  the  material  equipment  of  the 
school  have  continued  and  are  yet  in  progress.  The  laundry  facili- 
ties, though  extensive,  proving  inadequate  to  increasing  demands, 
have  been  very  considerably  enlarged  by  the  extension  of  the  kitchen 
and  laundry  building  and  the  installation  of  thoroughly  modern 
electrically  actuated  machinery.  Everywhere,  indoors  and  outdoors, 
some  improvements  have  been  made.  The  rear  campus,  flanked  on 
the  east  by  the  new  gymnasium  and  on  the  west  by  the  new  infirmary 
has  been  greatly  changed.  Terraces  have  been  constructed  in  front 
of  these  buildings  and  on  the  terraces  and  in  the  intermediate  area 
flower  beds  have  been  established  and  shrubbery  and  trees  have  been 
planted  in  accordance  with  plans  submitted  by  landscape  gardners 
employed  by  the  trustees.  A  beginning  has  thus  been  made  of  an 
undertaking  which  when  completed  will  make  this  institution  as 
notable  exteriorly  for  beauty  as  it  has  long  been  conspicuous  for 
solidity  and  convenience. 

Indoors,  the  work  of  beautifying  halls  and  recitation  rooms  to  the 
end  that  esthetic  culture  of  pupils  may  not  be  neglected  has  gone 
steadily  on.  To  the  art  treasures  of  the  chapel  have  been  added 
during  the  year  a  fine  statue  of  the  Winged  Victory  of  Samothrace 
with  its  pedestal,  the  gift  of  the  speakers  at  the  anniversary  of  the 
Philomathean  Literary  Society,  and  a  magnificent  photograph  of 
unusual  size,  of  the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  the  gift  of  the  speakers  of 
21 
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the  rival  society,  the  Keystone.  Mention  was  made  in  the  last 
report  of  the  frescoing  of  the  chapel.  Now  it  is  possible  to  record 
an  extension  of  such  decorative  work,  the  principal's  office  and  one 
of  the  largest  of  the  recitation  rooms  having  but  recently  had  their 
appearance  entirely  changed  by  similar  color  decoration.  During 
the  year  the  new  auditorium  has  been  equipped  with  college  lecture 
room  chairs.  Additions  have  been  made  to  the  laboratory  equip- 
ment and  the  libraries,  especially  those  of  the  two  literary  societies 
and  of  several  of  the  departments,  as  of  English  and  geography, 
have  been  considerably  augmented. 

The  most  conspicuous  improvement  made  during  the  year  was  the 
installation  in  the  cupola  of  the  Center  Building,  at  a  height  of 
150  feet  from  the  ground,  of  a  magnificent  tower  clock,  erected  by  the 
E.  Howard  Clock  Company,  of  Boston,  and  presented  on  last  Class 
Day  by  the  members  of  the  class  of  1910.  The  clock  has  four  dials, 
each  six  feet  in  diameter,  and,  showing  the  time  to  the  four  quarters 
of  the  compass,  is  a  splendid  exhibition  of  undergraduate  loyalty  to 
the  school  and  a  stimulating  example  to  other  beneficiaries  of  the 
institution. 

A  few  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  personnel  of  the  faculty 
but  it  is  believed  that  the  changes  and  additions  are  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  teaching  force  which  now,  more  than  ever  before,  is  con- 
spicuous for  the  experience,  devotion,  energy,  and  studiousness  of 
its  members. 


FOUKTH  DISTRICT,  EAST  STKOUDSBUKG. 


E.  L.  KEMP,  Principal. 


This  has  been  a  good  year  for  us.  It  has  continued  the  record  of 
prosperity  with  which  we  have  been  favored.  After  many  years  of 
waiting,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  school,  we  occupied  a 
building  especially  erected  for  a  model  school.  One  year  of  experi- 
ence with  the  building  has  increased  the  pleasure  we  realized  when 
it  was  completed.  It  has  proved  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose. 
It  has  very  much  improved  the  character  of  our  work.  With  the 
completion  of  the  model  school  was  coupled  also  the  beautifying 
of  our  campus.  The  building  is  on  ground  recently  purchased.  The 
front  part  of  this  ground  was  a  swamp.  This  has  been  graded  and 
beautifully  sodded.  During  the  year  the  attendance  grew  beyond 
all  our  expectations  so  that  we  had  more  students  at  the  end  of  the 
year  than  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  school,  and  we 
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closed  the  school  year  with  a  definite  promise  of  a  still  larger 
attendance  next  year.  This  growth  makes  us  feel  more  than  ever 
before  how  desirable  it  is  that  the  state  make  proper  material 
provision  for  the  development  of  plant  and  equipment  of  our  Normal 
Schools  in  order  that  we  may  adequately  provide  for  the  thorough 
instruction  of  these  increased  student  bodies  made  up  of  the  future 
teachers  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT,  MANSFIELD. 


ANDREW  THOMAS  SMITH,  Principal. 


The  school  year  just  closed  is  one  upon  the  accomplishments  of 
which  we  are  glad  to  report. 

Numerically  we  have  shown  the  most  splendid  results  in  the 
school's  history.  The  total  enrollment  was  889,  with  674  in  the 
Normal  department  and  215  in  the  Model  School.  This  is  an  in- 
crease of  87  over  the  figures  of  the  year  before;  and  by  terms  the 
increase  was  50  for  fall,  29  for  winter,  and  82  for  spring. 

Though  greatly  handicapped  by  serious  illness  in  the  faculty, 
deaths  in  the  families  of  four  members  of  the  faculty,  and  a  siege  of 
mumps  which  broke  into  our  student  body  by  relays  from  Christmas 
to  June,  we  count  the  work  of  the  year  eminently  satisfactory. 

Aside  from  what  was  revealed  by  examination  into  the  class- 
room work  of  the  school,  large  returns  were  noted  from  the  efforts 
at  social  development,  cultural  increase  due  to  choice  musical  and 
elocutionary  events  and  to  the  lecture  course,  and  to  the  school's 
religious  activities  as  carried  on  by  students  and  faculty  together. 

A  class  composed  of  87  members  was  graduated  in  June.  These 
young  people  have  taught  an  aggregate  of  46  years  in  the  public 
schools.  They  represent  an  average  age  of  21  years,  and  an  attend- 
ance of  two  weeks  short  of  3  years  in  the  Normal  School. 

The  prospects  for  the  year  to  come  are  very  fine  at  this  early  date. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT,  BLOOMSBURG. 


D.  J.  WALLER,  Jr.,  Principal. 


1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  in  addition  to  the 
stastical  report  of  the  forty-first  year  of  this  institution,  which  is 
herewith  submitted. 


304  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Prosperity  characterized  the  year  as  indicated  by  the  attend- 
ance, which  was  unprecedent  here,  the  good  health,  and  scholarly 
spirit  of  the  students. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  of  more  than  usual  interest. 
The  commencement  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  John  W.  Cook, 
of  DeKalb,  111.  The  Alumni  were  present  in  large  numbers  and 
were  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  loyalty  amounting  to  enthusiasm. 

The  most  noteworthy  change  in  the  faculty  is  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Mary  Alice  Port,  who  for  three  years  had  exercised  a  potent 
influence  in  the  position  of  Preceptress.  She  commanded  respect 
by  her  scholarship,  her  refinement,  and  her  earnestness  in  endeavor- 
iug  to  promote  the  highest  welfare  of  the  young  ladies.  She  has 
accepted  the  third  invitation  to  return  to  a  position  formerly 
occupied  by  her  in  South  Dakota. 

The  trustees  have  secured  as  her  successor,  Miss  Madelia  Hale 
Waterbury,  of  Ballston  Spa,  N.  Y. 

Prof.  B.  F.  Bryant  who  has  been  physical  director  for  four  years 
past,  has  accepted  a  position  in  New  York  City,  at  a  very  con- 
siderable increase  in  salary,  which  the  school  was  unable  to  meet. 

The  trustees  have  continued  the  policy  indicated  in  the  report  of 
last  year.  They  have  been  exceedingly  assiduous  in  their  labors 
during  the  summer  vacation  in  improving  the  material  conditions. 
Every  building  has  received  attention  in  a  way  that  will  better  adapt 
it  to  its  purposes. 

The  refining  influence  thrown  about  the  students  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  grounds  and  the  interior  of  the  buildings  was  never 
greater. 


SEVENTH  DISTBTCT,  SHIPPENSBUKG. 


S.  A.  MARTIN,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  completion  of  the  38th  year  of  the 
Shippensburg   State  Normal   School. 

On  the  whole,  it  has  been  the  most  satisfactory  year  of  our  history. 
The  attendance  has  been  slightly  larger  than  previous  years,  and 
though  our  enrollment  is  probably  the  smallest  of  the  Normal 
schools  our  buildings  are  well  filled,  and  we  have  no  desire  to  increase 
the  enrollment. 

For  some  years  the  enrollment  during  the  fall  and  winter  term 
has  increased  in  much   larger  proportion  than  the  increase  of  the 
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spring  attendance.  We  have  steadily  encouraged  the  attendance 
for  the  whole  year  and  have  ceased  to  give  opportunity  to  do  the 
middle  year's  work  in  two  spring  terms. 

The  terms  for  admission  have  been  more  strictly  enforced  and  the 
average  preparation  of  the  students  enrolled  has  decidedly  im- 
proved. 

Each  year  brings  us  a  large  proportion  of  high  school  graduates, 
most  of  whom  enter  our  middle  year. 

We  still  get  many  of  our  best  students  from  the  country  schools, 
usually  with  some  extra  preparation  in  algebra  and  beginning  Latin. 

We  have  made  no  additions  to  our  buildings,  but  have  spent  a 
considerable  sum  in  betterments,  apparatus,  library  and  furniture. 

Our  faculty  has  changed  but  little  since  last  year,  but  has  been 
strengthened  by  one  additional  teacher,  and  is,  we  think,  well  bal- 
anced, thoroughly  congenial,  and  efficient. 

We  are  planning  a  new  Model  School  building,  hoping  that  the 
state  will  make  an  appropriation  sufficient  for  its  erection.  We  had 
expected  to  build  this  year,  using  the  appropriation  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  granted  by  the  last  Legislature,  and  the  surplus  accumulated 
in  our  treasury  for  some  years  by  painful  economy  for  this  very  pur- 
pose. The  interpretation  put  upon  the  maintenance  appropriation 
by  the  Auditor  General  prevented  our  using  this  surplus  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

For  the  coming  year  we  are  planning  considerable  changes  in  our 
Model  School,  aiming  to  make  it  to  a  large  degree  a  real  model 
school,  where  our  seniors  may  observe  expert  teaching,  and  not  so 
exclusively  a  practice  school  as  it  has  been  heretofore. 

Two  features  which  were  introduced  into  our  Model  School  last 
year  have  given  us  great  satisfaction.  First,  the  regular  military 
drill  for  our  boys  and  the  inspection  of  all  the  model  school  children 
by  a  corps  of  physicians.  This  inspection  was  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  defects,  if  any  existed,  and  a  record  of  twenty-two  dif- 
ferent points  was  made  and  filed.  In  cases  requiring  medical  at- 
tention parents  were  notified.  These  examinations  will  be  continued 
rhis  year  and  the  records  compared  with  last  years. 

This  work  has  involved  a  good  deal  of  labor  and  expense,  but  we 
are  satisfied  that  it  is  a  wise  expenditure. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  has  been  unusually  satisfactory  and 
the  relations  between  students  and  faculty  have  been  almost  ideal. 


20—6—1910 


306  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT,  LOCK  HAVEN. 


J.  R.  FLICKINGER,  Principal. 


I  beg  herewith  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  Central  State 
Normal  School,  Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  school  year  end- 
ing June  22nd,  1910.  We  were  very  fortunate  last  year  in  having 
a  large  body  of  industrious  students,  in  fact  the  attendance  was 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  scholarship  of  the 
school  was  of  a  high  order  which  was  due  partly  to  the  excellent 
character  of  the  students  themselves,  but  more  so  to  the  organized  and 
progressive  efforts  of  a  first  class  faculty.  We  are  gratified  to  say 
that  during  the  last  several  years  we  have  been  able  to  reach 
approximately  our  ideal  of  a  home  school.  We  probably  lay  more 
stress  than  the  average  school  on  the  social  side  of  the  school  prob- 
lem; that  is  to  say,  we  believe  that  the  social  instincts  and  the 
social  possibilities  of  young  men  and  women  should  be  cultivated 
equally  with  the  mental  and  moral  faculties.  We  are  coming  more 
and  more  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the  best  education  is  that 
which  enables  the  young  person  to  adjust  himself  not  only  to  his 
physical  environment,  but  to  his  social,  as  well.  One's  success  in  life 
depends  upon  his  ability  to  sense  both  the  community  and  the  in- 
dividual conscience.  Leaders  of  men  are  those  who  have  the  ability 
to  recognize  that  which  we  call  public  opinion,  and  then  measure 
up  to  it  if  it  approximates  the  right  ideals  of  life.  One  possessed 
of  this  knowledge  is  also  better  equipped  for  the  work  of  adjustment, 
if  the  existing  social  ideals  are  not  quite  right.  In  short  we  believe 
that  the  relation  of  the  individual  to  the  community  is  after  all 
the  largest  problem  in  any  system  of  education. 

We  have  had  no  serious  questions  of  discipline  during  the  year  and 
the  intellectual  progress  of  the  school  has  been  marked. 

The  school  library,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  former 
reports,  still  continues  to  be  the  centre  of  the  intellectual  life  of  the 
school.  Our  compulsory  reading  courses  for  the  Juniors  and  Mid- 
dlers  has  stimulated  unusual  interest  along  other  lines  of  reading 
in  the  library.  The  work  of  the  literary  societies,  has  been  directed 
along  the  lines  of  literary  culture  and  in  this  respect  the  library 
has  been  exceedingly  helpful. 

The  science  work,  particularly  in  Zoology,  shows  marked  im- 
provement over  former  years.  Much  new  apparatus  has  been  pur- 
cha$>dd  for  the  laboratory  and  in  this  way  the  students  have  been 
taught   to   investigate   for   themselves.     The   physical    work    of   the 
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school  during  the  past  year  was  placed  in  charge  of  an  accomplished 
director  who  has  organized  the  work  in  an  admirable  way.  The 
professional  work  of  the  school  has  also  progressed,  but  during  the 
coming  year  we  are  expecting  to  accomplish  much  more,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fact  that  new  teachers  have  been  secured  to  organize 
and  direct  both  the  theoretical  and  practical  sides  of  our  peda- 
gogical department. 

The  domestic  side  of  the  school  during  the  last  year  was  placed  in 
charge  of  an  experienced  Steward  who  has  greatly  improved  the 
quality  of  the  food  and  the  character  of  the  service. 

An  enlightened  board  of  trustees  has  enabled  me  to  make  these 
improvements  and  to  maintain  them  on  a  high  plain.  The  grounds 
of  the  school  have  been  improved  by  completing  the  flagstone  walks 
leading  from  the  different  buildings. 

We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  large  graduating 
class  has,  almost  without  exception,  been  able  to  secure  important 
schools,  an  evidence  that  the  professional  work  of  the  school  is 
appreciated  by  the  school  boards  throughout  the  state. 

We  expect  to  have  during  the  coming  year  students  in  both  the 
three  year  and  the  four  year  courses  of  study.  In  our  judgment, 
the  new  four  year's  course  is  probably  the  most  important  step 
the  Normal  Schools  have  ever  taken.  It  appeals  both  to  the  pupils 
and  to  the  educational  forces  of  this  state.  Instead  of  lessening, 
it  will  increase  the  attendance  and  also  bring  to  the  normal  schools 
a  better  class  of  students.  The  intelligent  and  progressive  ideas  that 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  have  been  urging  for  many 
years  are  now  recognized  as  absolutely  essential  to  the  progress  of 
education  in  our  Commonwealth.  With  the  organization  of  high 
school  work  and  with  the  addition  of  other  needed  reforms,  the 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  are  second  to  none  in  this  country. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
given  me  by  the  board  of  trustees  of  this  school,  the  newspapers  of 
this  community  and  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


NINTH  DISTRICT,  INDIANA. 


JAMES  E.  AMENT,   Principal. 


Commencement  day,  June  29,  1910,  witnessed  the  closing  of  a 
happy  and  successful  year  at  Indiana.  It  was  felt  that  growth  and 
improvement  could  be  claimed  by  every  department  of  the  school  in 
all  worthy  directions.     During  the  year  much  had  been  spent  for  new 
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and  better  furniture  and  solid  and  permanent  improvements  in  and 
about  the  buildings.  A  splendid  addition  to  the  dining  room  was 
opened,  October  loth.  A  new  addition  to  the  girls'  dormitory,  afford- 
ing room  for  sixty  young  women,  quarters  for  five  teachers,  a 
guest's  room,  and  a  large,  modern  infirmary,  was  opened,  April  1st. 
It  was  thought  b}r  our  authorities  when  this  addition  was  planned, 
that  Indiana  would  have  abundant  room  for  her  young  lady  students 
for  a  few  years  to  come,  but  the  estimate  was  wrong,  and  at  the 
opening  of  the  school  in  September,  1910,  two  buildings,  accommo- 
dating forty-five  persons,  leased  by  the  trustees  in  July  in  antici- 
pation of  the  increased  demands  on  the  school,  were  immediately 
filled,  and  some  two-hundred  young  women  had  either  to  take  rooms 
in  private  homes  in  the  town  or  seek  some  other  school.  In  pro- 
portion, the  school  is  as  fully  crowded  by  men  students;  and,  as  a 
matter  of  simple  justice  and  business  economy,  the  State  should 
provide  more  dormitory  room  at  this  school  both  for  men  and  for 
women.  I  call  the  provision  of  additional  dormitory  room  by  the 
State,  business  economy,  because  il  would  save  our  trustees  from 
paying  rent  during  the  year  amounting  from  $4000  to  $5000,  they 
having  paid  out  for  that  purpose  during  the  year  under  discussion 
$4130.50.  This  sum  annually  saved  would  soon  pay  for  a  dormitory, 
when  the  money  could  be  used  for  other  greatly  needed  improve- 
ments. 

Another  provision  that  it  would  be  wisdom  and  economy  for  the 
State  to  make  for  this  school  would  be  a  central  power  and  heating 
plant.  All  our  buildings  are  now  heated  by  gas,  the  cost  of  which, 
and  current  for  lighting,  annually  amounts  to  from  $10,000  to  $12,000. 
A  modern  central  plant,  using  coal,  would  effect  a  saving  of  nearly 
half  this  sum. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  institution  during  the  year  reached 
1390.  Of  this  number,  -4.">  were  in  the  practice  school,  leaving  the 
normal  enrollment  1111. 

Notwithstanding  this  large  enrollment,  a  careful,  discriminating 
faculty  sent  but  363  of  the  number  up  to  the  State  Board  for  exami- 
nation.    All  were  sucecssful. 

It  has,  I  believe,  always  been  a  cardinal  aim  of  this  school  to 
maintain  as  high  a  standard  of  scholarship  as  possible  consistent 
with  its  primal  function,  the  preparation  of  teachers  for  the  common 
schools.  This  aim  dominates  in  the  selection  of  its  faculty,  whose 
members  for  the  year  1909-10  were  trained  in  the  following  colleges: 
Dickinson,  Drexel  Institute,  Emerson  College  of  Oratory,  Howard, 
Lafayette,  Mt.  Holyoke,  Pratt  Institute,  Pennsylvania  College,  Roa- 
noke; and  in  the  following  universities:  Cornell,  Columbia,  Harvard, 
Halle  (Prussia),  Johns  Hopkins,  Northwestern,  Ohio,  Taylor,  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago,  University  of  Michigan,  University  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  Valparaiso,  and  Yale.  Being  a  teachers'  school  the  following 
normal  schools  are  also  represented  by  graduates  in  our  faculty:  Indi- 
ana (Pa.,)  Illinois  State  Normal  University,  Geneseo  (N.  Y.,)  Kansas 
State,  MillersYille  (Pa.,)  New  Paltz  (N.  Y.,)  Oklahoma  State,  Oswego 
(N:  Y.,)  and  East  Stroudsburg  (Pa.) 

This  entire  faculty  was  re-employed  for  the  ensuing  year,  but 
several  resigned  to  accept  larger  salaries.  However,  we  were  fortu- 
nate in  filling  the  vacancies,  and  feel  that  our  force  has  been  even 
strengthened  somewhat. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  every  indication  points  to  the  year  now 
opening  as  the  banner  year  in  most  respects  in  the  history  of  our 
school. 


TENTH  DISTRICT,  CALIFORNIA. 


HERBERT  D.  DAVIS,  Principal. 


The  enrollment  during  the  year  was  the  largest  in  the  history 
of  the  school.  The  increase  was  due  largely  to  the  loyal  support 
given  by  trustees,  alumni,  and  pupils,  all  of  whom  devoted  them- 
selves to  speaking  well  of  the  school  and  its  work.  Thus  the  entire 
district  became  informed  of  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  which  had 
become  manifest  in  the  student  body.  One  hundred  and  thirty-two 
were  graduated  in  the  three  year  course. 

A  system  of  visitation  by  members  of  the  faculty  was  established 
by  the  board  of  trustees.  The  reports  of  the  visitors  gave  the  entire 
governing  body  of  the  school  a  clearer  view  of  prevailing  conditions 
in  other  Normal  Schools  as  well  as  the  type  of  work  which  is  being 
done  in  the  rural,  elementary,  and  high  schools  of  the  tenth  district. 
By  the  continuation  of  such  a  system  the  faculty  should  be  able  to 
more  nearly  meet  the  demands  placed  upon  them  by  the  public. 

The  constant  call  for  teachers  of  more  experience  in  the  training 
school  and  otherwise  has  compelled  the  further  development  of  such 
courses.  The  work  was  somewhat  intensified  during  the  past  year, 
but  the  program  for  the  coming  year  has  been  recast  so  as  to 
allow  between  four  and  five  hundred  periods  of  practice  as  against 
one  hundred  and  eighty  formerly  given.  The  future  gain  in  efficiency 
is  obvious. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  normal  to  co-operate  with  the  public 
school  officials  in  holding  pupils  to  the  completion  of  the  courses  of 
study  offered  in  the  home  schools,  giving  full  credit  for  all  work 
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satisfactorily  completed.  In  the  initiation  of  such  a  policy  the 
friendly  attitude  and  cordial  support  of  principals  and  superintend- 
ents has  been  most  encouraging. 

Several  internal  and  external  improvements  were  made  during 
the  year  among  which  were  the  refrescoeing  and  redecoration  of  the 
chapel,  library,  main  halls,  and  several  recitation  rooms.  Steel 
ceilings  were  also  installed  in  many  rooms.  A  concrete  porch  was 
built  at  the  rear  entrance  to  the  main  building  and  several  walks 
were  newly  laid.  All  such  repairs  have  served  to  put  the  entire 
plant  on  a  more  modern  basis  for  the  reception  of  patrons  of  the 
school. 

The  unification  of  effort  on  the  part  of  students  and  teachers 
means  a  future  of  high  grade  professional  training  for  those  who 
seek  such  preparation  for  their  life  work. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


ALBERT  E.  MALTBY,  Principal. 


I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  for  the  Slippery  Rock  State 
Normal  School  an  unusually  prosperous  year.  At  the  commence- 
ment exercises  held  in  the  chapel  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  seniors 
received  diplomas. 

At  the  annual  examination,  held  June  20,  1910,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four  students  were  admitted  to  the  senior  class,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  to  the  middle  class. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  and  the  progress  generally  made 
place  the  past  year  among  the  most  prosperous  enjoyed  by  the 
school.  The  number  of  students  in  the  normal  department  was  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven;  in  the  model  school,  two  hundred  and 
one;  and  in  the  kindergarten,  forty;  making  the  entire  attendance 
one  thousand  and  twenty  eight. 

The  work  done  by  the  seniors  in  the  model  school  reached  a  high 
degree  of  excellence.  Nearly  all  of  the  graduates  secured  schools  at 
once,  and  the  demand  for  students  specially  prepared  at  the  State 
Normal  schools  seems  to  be  increasing  rapidly.  Every  possible 
effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  training  depart- 
ment, and  to  send  out  graduates  thoroughly  equipped  for  service  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  State.  Under  the  skillful  supervision  of 
the  school  librarian,  Miss  Mabel  F.  McCarnes,  the  members  of  the 
senior  class  have  received  a  series  of  lessons  in  library-work  and 
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the  selection  and  care  of  books.  It  is  thought  that  this  work  will 
be  of  great  value  to  the  teachers  in  their  service  in  the  common 
schools.  The  public  library  is  an  integral  part  of  public  education. 
One  of  the  great  advances  made  within  recent  years  has  been  the 
alinement  of  the  library  with  the  other  educational  forces  of  the 
community. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  during  the  school  vacations  in  the 
matter  of  improving  the  appearance  of  the  interiors  of  the  several 
buildings.  The  chapel  interior  has  been  much  improved  in  appear- 
ance by  being  frescoed  in  appropriate  colors.  The  gymoasium  has 
been  furnished  with  a  superior  line  of  apparatus,  and  improved  in- 
struction can  now  be  given  in  the  various  exercises  of  this  depart- 
ment of  the  school. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year,  Prof.  Harry  W.  Snyder  resigned  his 
position  as  director  of  athletics  to  accept  a  position  in  the  schools  of 
New  Jersey.  The  faculty  of  the  school  for  the  coming  year  has 
been  increased  by  the  elction  of  an  associate  professor  of  mathe- 
matics. Prof.  Harry  Pittenger,  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  secured 
for  this  position. 

Several  important  changes  in  the  sewage-disposal  plant  are  under 
advisement  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  solution 
of  the  problems  involved. 


TWELFTH  DISTKICT,  EDINBORO. 


JOHN  F.  BIGLER,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, a  report  of  the  work  of  the  past  year  of  the  State  Normal  School, 
of  the  twelfth  district,  which  ended  with  Commencement  Exercises, 
Wednesday,  June  22,  1910. 

One  hundred  thirty -one  graduates  received  their  diplomas  in  the 
regular  Normal  Course.  Under  the  examinations  of  the  State  Board 
during  the  previous  week  116  middle  year  students  were  promoted  to 
the  senior  class  and  133  Juniors  were  advanced  to  the  middle  year 
class.  The  total  attendance  in  all  departments  was  770.  The  work 
done  by  the  students  and  faculty  was  very  good. 

Pennsylvania  Normal  School  graduates  seem  to  be  in  demand,  not 
only  in  Pennsylvania  but  in  other  states  as  well.  Many  of  our  gradu- 
ates received  their  appointments  before  Commencement  Day,  and  at 
this  time  I  think  every  one  desiring  to  teach  the  coming  year  has 
secured  a  position.  A  very  few  of  the  class  are  expecting  to  enter 
college  this  year,  and  for  this  reason  will  not  teach  until  they  have 
finished  their  college  course. 
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The  health  of  the  students  the  past  year  was  very  good.  A  very 
few  of  our  students  were  sick  for  two  or  three  weeks  each,  and  this 
suggested  that  if  we  had  an  infirmary  separated  from  the  dormi- 
tory, we  could  have  accommodated  our  sick  students  to  very  much 
better  advantage.  But  we  have  had  no  contagious  disease  or  epi- 
demic of  any  kind  during  the  year,  so  that  we  consider  ourselves 
very  fortunate  in  this  respect.  Every  precaution  is  taken  in  this 
school  to  prevent  disease  or  contagion,  and  we  are  in  hopes  that  the 
coming  year  we  shall  be  able  to  erect  a  well-equipped  infirmary  for 
the  use  of  sick  students. 

We  regret  very  much  to  chronicle  the  death  of  Mr.  E.  G.  Culbert- 
son,  who  had  been  a  trustee  of  this  school  for  the  past  eight  years. 
Mr.  Culbertson  was  a  most  congenial  man,  kind  and  courteous  to  all. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  Household  committee  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  later  was  chairman  of  the  Library  and  Apparatus  committee. 
In  these  capacities  he  came  in  touch  with  the  teachers  and  students. 
He  was  ever  zealous  to  furnish  all  material  equipment  for  the 
school,  and  never  missed  an  opportunity  to  serve  the  school  to  the 
best  of  his  ability.  The  teachers  and  students  feel  that  they  have 
sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Culbertson. 

Several  changes  in  our  teaching  force  have  taken  place:  Miss 
Reales,  one  of  our  teachers  in  the  Oratory  department,  will  not  be 
with  us  the  coming  year,  she  will  instruct  in  Oratory  in  the  Uni- 
tarian Theological  School,  in  Meadville,  Pennsylvania.  Miss  Kath- 
erine  Griffin,  assistant  teacher  of  Oratory  last  year,  has  been  chosen 
head  of  the  department  for  next  year.  Prof.  P.  M.  Woodward  re- 
signed his  position  to  continue  his  work  in  Grove  City  College.  Prof. 
Geo.  H.  Shafer,  of  the  Department  of  Pedagogy,  will  take  up  work  in 
Clark  University  the  coming  year.  Prof.  I.  C.  Eakin  resigned  his 
position  here  to  accept  work  in  the  .Manual  Training  Department  of 
the  schools  of  Norristown,  Pennsylvania.  Prof.  (J.  W.  Zaun,  super- 
intendent of  the  Model  School,  was  elected  to  a  good  position  in 
Virginia.  Prof.  Leroy  W.  Sackett,  who  has  just  completed  his 
course  in  Clark  University,  and  has  earned  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  from 
That  institution,  was  chosen  superintendent  of  our  Model  School. 
Dr.  Sackett  comes  to  us  highly  recommended  as  a  good  school  man. 
He  has  large  experience  both  in  training  and  practice  in  school 
work.  Prof.  Walter  J.  Snyder,  a  graduate  of*  Bueknell  University, 
and  for  the  past  two  years  teacher  in  the  Science  Department  of  the 
schools  of  Clearfield,  Pennsylvania,  was  chosen  teacher  in  our  Science 
Department.  .Mr.  Snyder  comes  to  us  well  recommended  and  has 
proved  his  worth  as  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Clearfield.  He  is  a 
very  congenial  gentleman  and  we  expect  him  to  fill  this  very  im- 
portant position  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner. 
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Several  years  ago  the  Alumni  of  the  Edinboro  State  Normal 
School  at  Commencement  time  effected  an  organization.  Since  that 
time  they  have  met  regularly  each  year  during  Commencement  week, 
usually  the  day  before  Commencement  Day.  These  meetings  have 
become  very  popular,  and  the  idea  of  reunion  of  the  members  of  the 
different  classes  has  become  a  strong  feature  iu  these  meetings.  Last 
year  the  Alumni  took  up  the  idea  of  establishing  a  fund  to  assist 
worthy  young  men  and  women  in  securing  an  education  in  this 
institution.  This  plan  met  with  general  favor  in  the  Alumni  meet- 
ing, and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  constitution  and  by- 
laws. The  coming  year  it  is  expected  that  the  Alumni  Association 
will  establish  a  substantial  fund'  for  the  purpose  named. 

Many  improvements  were  made  this  past  year.  A  new  pump 
house  was  built  and  equipped  in  connection  with  our  power  plant. 
Science  Hall  and  Haven  Hall  were  repainted.  The  interiors  of  both 
buildings  were  redecorated  and  new  furnishings  added,  and  new 
cement  walks  were  laid  on  the  south  campus. 

We  are  very  much  in  need  of  a  new  laundry  and  a  sewage  disposal 
plant  and  a  new  Science  building.  We  asked  the  last  Legislature 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  laundry,  a  Science  build- 
ing, and  for  the  installing  of  a  sewage  disposal  plant.  We  were 
denied  this  appropriation,  but  are  in  hopes  we  shall  fare  better  at  the 
hands  of  the  next  Legislature  for  these  much  needed  improvements  for 
our  school. 

The  coming  year  is  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  recognition  of 
the  Northwestern  State  Normal  School.  The  old  students  and 
alumni  at  the  last  meeting  at  commencement  time  resolved  to  cele- 
brate our  fiftieth  anniversary  as  a  State  Normal  School.  It  was 
agreed  by  all  present  at  the  alumni  meeting  that  a  strong  effort 
should  be  made  to  have  as  many  old  Edinboro  students  and  alumni 
as  possible  return  for  this  celebration.  A  program  of  at  least  two 
days  in  length  is  being  planned,  and  some  of  the  most  illustrious  and 
worthy  alumni  of  the  school  have  already  agreed  to  participate  in  the 
exercises  of  the  celebration.  The  leading  educators  of  the  western 
part  of  the  state,  as  well  as  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
will  be  asked  to  attend  this  celebration.  The  people  of  Edinboro 
will  join  with  the  school  in  this  proposed  celebration  in  observing  a 
good  old-fashioned  "Old  Home  Week."  The  exact  date  has  not  been 
fixed  as  yet,  but  it  will  probably  be  during  Commencement  Week, 
June,  1911. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  county  and  city  superintendents,  clergymen 
and  patrons,  as  well  as  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  for 
help  and  assistance  rendered  this  school  during  the  past  year. 
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J.  GEORGE  BECHT,  Principal. 


The  June  commencement  marked  the  close  of  the  most  successful 
year  in  the  history  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School.  This  is  the 
testimony  of  those  who  have  had  occasion  to  observe  its  growth  and 
development  during  the  twenty-four  years  of  its  existence. 

The  school  takes  pride  in  pointing  to  its  growth  in  numbers,  its 
fine  new  dormitory,  its  large  and  well  appointed  class  rooms,  its 
splendidly  equipped  laboratories  and  its  fine  opportunities  for  de- 
veloping the  physical  side  of  its  young  men  and  women.  But  while 
it  rejoices  in  the  development  of  these  material  evidences  of  progress 
and  prosperity  its  chief  cause  for  pride  has  been  the  increased  inter- 
est in  the  professional  attitude  of  teachers  and  students  toward  their 
work.  The  young  men  and  women  who  graduated  in  June  went 
forth  with  a  splendid  equipment  and  a  fine  enthusiasm  for  the 
teachers'  work. 

Each  year  additional  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the  practice 
work  of  the  Seniors  and  the  result  has  been  such  effective  work  in 
the  training  school  that  the  applications  for  admission  have  been 
largely  in  excess  of  its  capacity.  Every  department  of  the  school 
has  been  well  maintained  and  all  have  contributed  toward  making  the 
•'teaching''  idea  central  in  the  work. 

Fortunately  for  the  school  few  faculty  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  past  five  years.  The  advantage  of  having  a  permanent  faculty 
of  capable  conscientious  workers  is  obvious.  Miss  Isabel  Liggett  who 
has  had  charge  of  the  Model  School,  and  who  has  rendered  such  excel- 
lent service,  will  go  to  China  to  engage  in  school  work  there.  Her 
place  will  be  taken  by  Miss  Alma  G.  Rice  who  has  been  a  critic 
teacher  in  the  Millersville  State  Normal  Model  School  where  her  work 
has  merited  the  highest  praise.  Miss  Mary  McCloskey  becomes  head 
of  the  department  of  Public  Speaking  and  assistant  in  English. 
She  is  a  capable  woman  of  wide  teaching  experience.  The  Music 
Department  will  be  in  charge  of  Miss  M.  Margaret  Reutter  who  is 
a  skilled  pianist  and  an  accomplished  vocalist.  Ralph  A.  Loomis,  of 
Syracuse  University,  has  added  much  to  the  effectiveness  of  our 
work  in  his  organization  of  the  manual  training  department. 
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STATEMENT    OF    THE    SCHOOL    SYSTEM    SINCE    ITS    ESTABLISH 
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1854,              1,525  10,186  5.12  11,967  $29  31  $12  81      488,692 

1855,     1,445  10,469  5  12,143  23  29  14  89      529,009 

1856,     -- -  1,610  10,697  5.04  12,357  22  29  10  85      523,754 

1857,         — 1,677  10,956  5.04  12,484  24  00  16  00      514,247 

1808                        1,709  11,281  5.33  12,828  24  24  17  22      569,880 

1859  -        1,755  11,485  5.41  13,058  24  26  17  79      676,261 

1800                   - 1,766  11,577  5.41  13,003  24  20  18  11      686,660 

1801,      -- 1,768  11,910  5.5  14,297  26  68  19  71       596,705 

1802                        1,808  11,990  5.41  14,380  23  81  18  55      615,087 

1803,               1,820  12,161  5.37  14,442  23  84  18  56      634,099 

1804,     - 1,825  12,566  5.5  14,008  25  42  20  16      637,760 

1860                         1,637  LJ.547  5.58  14,^66  31  82  24  21       029,067 

1800 '         --  1,603  12,773  5.79  15,504  37  38  27  76      600,310 

1867,       1,889  13,061  5.11  15,209  35  87  27  01      660,165 

1808                                1,918  13,264  5.79  10,004  37  36  27  76       600,310 

1809^     -- 1,971  13,588  5.83  15,070  36  16  29  80      ' 

14,70                          .     2,001  13,832  5.77  10,097  39  03  30  66       095,052 

inn',      -- --  2,023  14,101  5.77  10,612  40  03  3112       700,040 

1872  -     2,029  14,415  6.4  16,784  40  55  31  96       609,602 

1873  .  ..  2,000  14,676  6.25  17,450  41  58  32  44      091,090 
1874 2,0,0  14,978  6.33  17,664  41  88  33  33       710,726 

1875  _            2,089  10,310  6.19  18,101  40  03  3103       740,283 

1876                   --  2,103  15,010  6.19  16,314  38  72  30  42       749,311 

1877           2,144  15,800  6.38  18,710  36  34  28  90       751,082 

1878           2,166  16,087  0.17  16,912  34  54  27  35       771,015 

1879*  ..  2,108  10,279  6.37  19,153  32  59  20  07       700,878 

186*/                      --     2,192  10,065  6.25  19,305  31  36  25  14       7iO,319 

1881  --         --   -  2,208  10,700  6.28  19,277  32  04  26  04       762,472 

188-''  --  2,214  17,070  6.02  19,715  34  30  27  19       771 

1883*  --                      --  2,230  17,403  6.06  19,875  30  23  28  30      782,507 

Ibfcl! i!,240  17,751  6.40  20,290  37  28  29  22      790,091 

1885                         2,257  18,029  6.74  20,639  37  66  25  59      807,791 

1886  — -  2,200  18,300  6.71  21,481  37  10  29  29       820,811 

1887  ..     2,280  18,721  6.71  21,481  37  10  29  29      820,811 

1888'     2,297  19,004  7.17  21,108  37  12  29  00       831,307 

1889'  --  2,316  19,365  7.45  21,393  37  57  29  76      840,744 

1890*                        2,325  19,758  7.33  21,866  38  40  29  83      849,000 

1891*  -.  2,337  20,190  7.40  22,231  39  34  30  46      8 

1892*                —  2,357  20,053  7.41  22,666  30  83  30  89      801,083 

1898,     —  2,386  21,134  7.74  23,085  41  64  32  03      876,131 

I894'  ..  2,411  21,003  7.71  23,253  41  84  32  66      915,499 

1895*  ...           —  2,443  22,203  7.02  22,993  41  78  32  70       942,976 

1896*  2,477  22,822  7.71  23,603  41  80  32  78      966,734 

1897!          2,481  23,401  7.63  24,174  41  71  32  86       971,337 

1898,  -         .....  2,490  23,983  7.69  24,716  4106  32  50      999,719 

1899  .     2,492  24,497  7.75  25,308  41  08  32  73  1,006,990 

1900  - -  2,509  24,818  8.09  26,878  41  62  32  66  1,004,485 

1901,     2,515  25,455  8.04  26,453  42  14  33  08  1,010,009 

1902          .            2,532  25,981  8.05  26,990  42  98  33  34  1,010,620 

1903,     2,544  26,583  8.08  27,683  44  77  34  10  1,035,196 

1904, 2,558  26,966  7.80  28,372  47  12  35  09  1,039,164 

1905          2,560  27,395  8.14  28,428  49  91  38  55  1,046,088 

1906,     --  2,571  27,993  8.16  29,193  0130  38  92  1,061,406 

1907 — 2,573  28,383  8.16  29,249  02  82  39  17  1,004,700 

1908 2,579  28,861  8.20  29,703  59  66  45  92  1,059,060 

1909, -  30,248  60  65  46  00  1,088,898 

1910,  .-_ — 2,598  30,019  8.20  30,887  0194  46  99  1,107,416 


361,316 
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381,321 
387,139 
375,687 
300,901 
364,752 
368,063 

397,722 

39 J, 022 
3y0,70l 
438,323 
414,527 

484,912 
490,632 
464,127 
439,393 
468,309 
472,283 
495,743 
491  038 
010,198 
000,918 
609,246 
504,912 
519,423 
532,874 
549,304 
509  006 
570,293 
070,293 
573,041 
563,292 
074,817 
592,249 
500,316 
010,422 
610,201 

683,918 
711,111 

729,892 
728,493 
720,116 
738,573 
751,000 
764,119 
788,542 
784,144 
788,759 
803,794 
841,887 
.MO,  749 
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50 
50 
50 
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52 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
49 
48 
47 
47 
48 
47 
47 
48 
47 
47 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
43 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
41 
43 
41 
43 
40 
39 
39 
38 
38 
38 
37 
36 
37 
36 
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99 

98 
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95 
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91 
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75 
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92 

92 

91 
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1  00 

1  04 

1  15 

1  06 

1  2J 

1  25 

1  22 

1  26 

1  29 

1  32 

1  34 

1  38 

1  45 

1  54 

1  67 

1  72 
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1  98 

2  06 
2  11 
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MENT  UNDER  THE  PRESENT  LAW,  NOT  INCLUDING  PHILADELPHIA. 
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$156,389  25 

159,554  17 

164,330  00 

164,732  55 

188,646  00 

186,841  12 

193,503  34 

209,813  97 

210,752  00 

211,784  60 

216,087  03 

210,134  08 

223,463  67 

239,813  19 

218,521  87 

307,718  00 

321,300  00 

318,451  34 

429,152  65 

375,332  71 

521,345  13 

533,625  13 

728,207  19 

823,784  82 

723,082  57 

497,030  76 

747,297  13 

865.819  70 

684,127  86 

696,478  18 

700,340  81 

802,103  18 

803,344  24 

802,411  12 

803,190  71 

1,207,009  52 

1,206,204,94 

1,564,603  81 

1,560,267  38 

2,901,116  80 

4,039,766  22 

4,432,647  24 

4,439,752  79 

4,389,029  79 

4,391,574  31 

4,637,585  07 

4,622,822  98 

5,291,154  93 

4,355,601  04 

4,658,210  43 

4,597,616  83 

4,576,413  32 

4,483,153  51 

4.525,545  67 

4,532,539  75 

6,108,263  32 

6,254,506  91 


$1,167,119  32 
1,401,300  15 
1,603,844  15 
1,180,143  07 
2,009,437  00 
2,039,084  06 
2,015,785  20 
2,108,487  33 
1,965,164  91 
1,980,473  26 
2,143,348  20 
2,438,640  37 
3,013,057  33 
3, 616,285  23 
4,016,919  12 
4,438,946  66 
4,731,049  86 
5, 016, S01  73 
5,229,024  68 
5,543,985  23 
5,787,833  95 
5,983,004  90 
6,003.443  31 
5,627,943  56 
5,289,646  25 
4,923.874  63 
4,818,594  36 
5,031,779  70 
5,452,902  28 
5.676,545  57 
6,313.832  62 
6.519,927  78 
6,672,185  29 
6,946,949  23 
7,134.701  52 
7.869,505  56 
7,923,622  43 
8.061,137  92 
8.187,893  57 
7,776.101  62 
8,677,582  67 
8,598,542  71 
9,926,162  78 
9,351,011  31 
9,275,229  60 
10.07S.540  87 
10,500,962  67 
10,887,613  25 
12,687,415  80 
17,781,589  84 
13.085,707  94 
14.866.554  00 
15,981,970  73 
16,756.672  21 
19.114,951  97 
20,758,275  04 
21,019.917  25 


5.50 
5.72 
5.71 
5.43 
5.43 
3.55 
4.75 
4.00 
5.00 
5.89 
6.50 
7.25 
7.53 
7.63 
7.76 
7.71 
7.27 
7.50 
7.55 
6.33 
6.27 
5.96 
5.42 
5.08 
5.04 
5.08 
5.39 
5.69 
6.06 
6.14 
6.16 
5.94, 
7.64 
6.19 
5.88 
5.96 
5.86 
4.54 
4.40 
4.52 
4.99 
4.83 
3.14 
3.78 
5.12 
5.18 
5.23 
5.51 
5.85 
6.29 
6.65 
6.85 
6.77 
7.01 
7.14 


3.25 

3.50 

3.46 

3.17 

3.25 

5.40 

3.47 

3.03 

3.27 

3.63 

4.53 

5.04 

5.51 

6.30 

5.39 

6.58 

5.06 

4.30 

5.02 

5.14 

3.89 

3.75 

2.30 

3.12 

2.90 

3.21 

4.26  • 

3.61 

3.61 

3.50 

3.55 

4.34 

3.34 

3.13 

3.34 

3.22 

3.47 

2.74 

3.20 

2.75 

2.88 

2.88 

1.64 

2.58 

2.64 

2.77 

2.88 

2.95 

1.52 

1.49 

1.60 

1.63 

1.31 

1.47 

1.54 


$1,127,922  61 
1,371,706  14 
1,534,732  32 
1,554,780  64 
1,621,379  00 
1,639,383  23 
1,783,114  48 
1,756,307  38 
1,797,347  36 
2,016,310  17 
2,318,069  18 
2,801,759  31 
3,489,237  31 
4,314,028  52 
5,068,316  72 
5,684,977  21 
6,023,451  64 
5,438,656  29 
6,671,949  93 
6,808,917  69 
7,247,263  63 
6,918,811  03 
6,623,273  00 
6,229,714  59 
6,282,110  78 
5,859,009  06 
6,499,120  91 
6,686,256  93 
7,365,217  19 
7,623,678  37 
8,095,942  18 
8,105,866  59 
8.845,087  22 
8,836,053  35 
9,008,852  33 
9,581,095  75 
8. 450, 909  25 

10,820,029  55 

10.289.197  07 
11,131,332  03 
12,053.899  69 

12.424.198  47 
13.528,246  38 
13,276,078  00 
13,992,387  52 
15.224,091  77 
16,314,489  32 
20,786,954  07 
17,781,589  84 
18,860,273  03 
21,480.604  98 
23,196,386  38 
23,918. 787  47 
26,278.511  84 
29.374.551  86 
30.264.947  54 


266, 

322, 

444, 

454, 

531, 

448, 

496, 

305, 

394, 

488 

374, 

596, 

985, 

1,357, 

1,104, 

2,560, 

3,006, 

2,536. 

1,477, 

1,600. 

1.722. 

1,245 

961 

877. 

878 

809 

1,067. 

1,139 

1,431 

1,405 

1,566 

1,537 

1,461 

1,642 

1.799 

2,131 

2,892 

2,378 

2,979 

2.834 

3.182 

3,297 

3,296 

2.933 

2,736 

3,061 

3,394 

3,186 

3,647 

3,675 

1,581 

4,730 

4.306 

4.764 

6,039 

5.993 


35  92 
198  76 
125  37 
285  56 
343  53 
413  85 
426  28 
124  67 
796  90 
767  35 
517  09 
450  97 

669  09 
152  55 
726  99 
860  21 
137  42 
194  41 
637  39 
831  00 
131  62 
103  54 
387  23 
915  02 
382  06 
808  93 
896  51 
471  34 
355  44 

670  68 
526  81 
323  91 
565  15 
673  43 
961  33 
121  10 
322  71 
607  68 
780  77 
271  21 
091  22 
,749  40 
,416  67 
294  14 
843  23 
S97  04 
523  90 
531  34 
,783  18 
,771  24 
,240  30 
.273  53 
.329  65 
,677  81 
,532  57 
.450  00 

886  51 


$1,041, 
1,145, 
1,137, 
1,235, 
1,407, 
1,442, 
1,436, 
1,367, 
1,698, 
1,098, 
1,990, 
2,211, 
2,482, 
2,019, 
2,819, 
3,010, 
3,183, 
3,221, 
2,424, 
3,596, 
3.755, 
3,826, 
3,824, 
3,651, 
3,544. 
3,606, 
3,673, 
3,830 
5,095 
4,282 
4,447 
4.582 
4,673 
5,044 
5,240 
5,438 
4,693 
6,028 
6,672 
6,995 
7,206 
7,460 
7,839 
8,020 
8,358 
8,772 
8,874 
9,302 
9,950 
10,303 
11. "37 
11.858 
12.402 
13.900 
14,643 
15,293 


571  19 
730  22 
357  92 
992  65 
159  35 
171  70 
063  00 
181  38 
040  01 
664  01 
777  83 
521  70 
,512  63 
,169  93 
,444  00 
,690  33 
,418  86 
,121  78 
,970  91 
,004  47 
,309  66 
,987  12 
,728  80 
,883  00 
,552  72 
,911  82 
,225  83 
,079  52 
,658  50 
,191  12 
,618  69 
,374  25 
,324  30 
,385  15 
,826  22 
,587  21 
,332  84 
019  91 
850  02 
,022  56 
,202  88 
547  01 
216  45 
396  81 
.092  99 
,506  65 
,295  97 
,405  95 
,491  38 
035  43 
161  96 
,661  36 
,096  68 
365  40 
,935  51 
,136  04 


$110 

240 

172 

162 

167 

209 

223 

232 

250 

390 

410 

458 

601 

643 

727 

807 

799 

863 

1,756 

1,652 

1,961 

2,006 

1,948 

1,817 

1,679 

1,584 

1,703 

1,687 

1,850 

1,965 

2,086 

2,117 

2,171 

2,297 

2,504 

2,656 

2,829 

2,378 

2,434 

3,637 

3,912 

4,016 

4,104 

4,095 

4,402 

4,714 

4,819 

5,182 

5,386 

6,119 

6,493 

6,831 

7,195 

7,456 

9,023 

8,859 


,383  96 
,615  29 
,572  92 
,670  98 
,721  07 
,956  38 
,497  39 
,337  31 
,566  52 
,227  30 
,346  26 
,317  61 
,087  21 
,217  88 
,624  05 
,713  82 
,275  48 
,738  96 
,111  73 
,651  94 
,341  60 
,833  88 
,470  46 
,494  11 
,297  20 
,365  92 
,224  99 
,912  96 
,849  50 
,706  63 
,595  98 
,667  28 
,481  66 
,364  51 
,880  71 
,959  93 
,690  06 
,780  77 
,968  49 
,038  74 
,622  13 
,808  96 
,615  52 
,817  03 
,261  43 
,192  82 
,126  03 
,928  92 
,212  07 
,444  34 
,623  31 
,798  48 
,515  70 
,741  63 
,761  77 
,567  59 


554  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year  Ending 

June  6,  1910. 


Delaware,     $114  21 

Allegheny 106  78 

Elk,    93  47 

Lackawanna ,     84  63 

McKean ,     79  09 

Luzerne 76  56 

Chester,     70  68 

Cambria,    69  30 

Washington ,    68  71 

Montgomery ,     6S  68 

Susquehanna ,      68  24 

Beaver,    68  17 

Westmoreland ,    68  04 

Warren,     67  89 

Potter 67  66 

Schuylkill,     66  67 

Venango ,     65  70 

Blair 65  36 

Cameron,     65  00 

Bradford,    64  93 

Erie,     64  93 

Fayette,     64  16 

Northumberland ,    63  28 

Carbon 63  22 

Wayne,    62  94 

Bucks 62  41 

Tioga 61  69 

Sullivan,    61  42 

Wyoming,      61  39 

Northampton ,     61  04 

Lancaster,     60  37 

Lehigh 59  99 

Dauphin ,     59  15 

Clinton 58  62 

Mercer,    58  51 

Armstrong,    58  05 

Centre,     58  05 

Crawford ,    57  81 

Columbia 57  80 

Clearfield 56  81 

G  reene 56  80 

Lycoming ,    56  75 

Lawrence 56  50 

Butler 56  32 

Forest 56  14 

Pike 55  65 

Lebanon 55  19 

Clarion 55  07 

Cumberland 54  72 

Somerset,    . ,  P . , , , , 54  07 
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Jefferson ,     53  99 

Mifflin,     53  78 

Berks,    53  76 

Franklin ,     53  63 

Montour,    53  41 

Indiana,     52  91 

Monroe,    52  69 

York,    52  46 

Adams 52  09 

Union ,    51  57 

Perry,    51  08 

Huntingdon ,     50  61 

Bedford,      49  88 

Juniata ,     47  61 

Snyder,    45  78 

Fulton ,     44  55 


Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  hy  Counties  for  the  School  Year  Ending 

June  6,  1910. 


Allegheny ,     $5S  56 

Delaware ,    53  27 

Washington 53  02 

Westmoreland ,    51  47 

Elk,    51  10 

Montgomery ,     49  93 

Fayette,     49  65 

Lackawanna ,     49  59 

McKean , 49  30 

Luzerne ,    48  87 

Bucks,    48  86 

Lancaster,   ' 48  67 

Schuylkill ,     48  65 

Lehigh ,     48  40 

Northampton ,     48  38 

Beaver, 48  32 

Cambria ,      48  10 

Sullivan,    47  88 

Warren,     47  78 

Lebanon ,    47  77 

Chester,     47  64 

Blair,     47  59 

Cumberland ,    47  59 

Northumberland ,    47  50 

Venango ,     47  29 

Bradford ,     46  97 

Lawrence , 46  90 

Erie 46  90 

Franklin ,     46  80 

Butler 46  75 
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Greene,    

Columbia ,    

Berks ,    

Clinton ,    

Crawford ,    

Montour,    

Forest ,     

Juniata ,     

Susquehanna ,      

Monroe 

Lycoming,   

Adams ,     

Dauphin ,     

Armstrong 

Cameron,     

Tioga 

Indiana ,     

York 

Carbon ,    

Pike,    

Mifflin ,     

Jefferson ,     

Wyoming ,    

Clearfield 

Centre ,     

Clarion ,    

Potter 

Wayne ,    

Mercer,    

Bedford 

Perry ,     

Somerset ,     

Huntingdon ,    

Union ,    

S'nyder 

Fulton , 


Off.  Doc. 

46 

66 

46 

63 

46  60 

46  36 

46 

3l! 

46  21 

46 

15 

46  10 

46 

02 

45 

95 

45 

04 

45  90 

45 

89 

45 

87 

45 

84 

45 

84 

45 

72 

45  43 

45  42 

45  42 

45  28 

45 

21 

45 

11 

45  09 

45 

02 

44 

07 

44 

84 

44 

70 

44  69 

44 

57 

44  41 

44  40 

43 

82 

43  44 

43  12 

43 

07 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX,  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  6,  1910. 


County. 

J3 

a 

~ 

a 

a 

bo 

W 

> 

55 

O 

Eh 

1.  Adams,    __ 

2.  Allegheny,    

3.  Armstrong,    

4.  Beaver,    

5.  Bedford,   

6.  Berks, 

7.  Blair,    

8.  Bradford,    

9.  Bucks,    

10.  Butler,    — 

11.  Cambria, 

12.  Cameron,   

13.  Carbon,    __ 

14.  Centre,    

15.  Chester,     

16.  Clarion,     

17.  Clearfield,  

18.  Clinton,     

19.  Columbia,    

20.  Crawford,    

21.  Cumberland,    ... 

22.  Dauphin, 

23.  Delaware,     

24.  Elk,   

25.  Erie, - 

26.  Eayette,    _. 

27.  Forest.    

28.  Franklin,    

29.  Fulton,    

30.  Greene,    

31.  Huntingdon,    ... 

32.  Indiana.    

33.  Jefferson, 

34.  Juniata 

35.  Lackawanna,     .. 

36.  Lancaster,     

37.  Lawrence,    

38.  Lebanon, 

39.  Lehigh, 

40.  Luzerne 

41.  Lycoming,     

42.  McKean, 

43.  Mercer,    

44.  Mifflin, 

45.  Monroe,    

40.  Montgomery,     .. 

47.  Montour,    -. 

48.  Northampton,     . 

49.  Northumberland, 

50.  Perry,     

51.  Pike, 

52.  Potter,     - ._. 

53.  Schuylkill,    

54.  Snyder,    .- 

55.  Somerset,     

56.  Sullivan,     „ 

57.  Susquehanna,    _. 

58.  Tioga,    -. 

59.  Union,    

60.  Venango,    -- 

61.  Warren,     

62.  Washington,     ... 

63.  Wayne,    

64.  Westmoreland,    . 

65.  Wyoming,    

66.  York,    _ 


2 

20 
1 
2 
2 
6 
5 
4 
11 
34 
3 
8 
4 

"i 


i 
i 

2 

14 
5 
3 
3 
7 

35 
4 
7 
8 
2 
3 

22 
1 

15 
9 
2 
3 
4 

29 
1 
1 
1 
3 
9 
2 
5 
4 

12 
4 

14 
4 
4 


5 
•28 
4 
10 
3 
9 
7 
11 
11 
11 
20 
1 
6 
5 
45 
7 
8 
7 
3 
11 
7 
6 
1 
8 

10 
16 
5 
3 
1 
3 
4 
3 
7 
2 
12 
10 
6 
7 
2 
13 
9 
8 
7 
4 
3 
12 

"s 

5 
4 

9 
4 
1 


28 

8 

36 

29 

34 

43 

17 

35 

5 

41 

36 

7 

7 

28 

2 

29 

41 

20 

23 

44 

20 

22 

"\ 

20 
21 

4 
15 
10 
23 
35 
37 
24 
14 
11 
45 
18 
12 
14 
23 
39 

6 
33 

8 
14 
11 
11 

9 
22 
24 

9 
18 
35 
16 
38 

8 
25 
22 
13 
21 
12 
21 
22 
33 
21 
40 


35 

119 
47 
53 
41 
62 
28 
57 
51 
56 
60 

8 
24 
35 
74 
37 
51 
32 
32 
63 
32 
39 
42 
13 
38 
42 

9 
19 
12 
26 
47 
41 
34 
17 
40 
61 
27 
22 
26 
76 
52 
21 
48 
14 
20 
64 
12 
39 
37 


85 


559      1,414 


*The  minimum  length  of  school  term  is  seven  months,  unless  a  thirteen  mill  tax,  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  mills  allowed  by  law  to  be  levied  for  school  purposes,  will  not  keep  the  scboojs 
open  that  length  of  time. 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SIX,  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS 
RESPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  6,  1910. 


County. 


ri 

a 

a 

o 

& 

a 
2 

5 

> 
o 
to 

1.  Adams,    .- 

2.  Allegheny,    2,090 

3.  Armstrong,     

4.  Beaver,    

5.  Bedford,     

6.  Berks,     324 

7.  Blair,     

3.  Bradford,    

9.  Bucks,    75 

10.  Butler, 

11.  Cambria,    

12.  Cameron,   

13.  Carbon, 29 

14.  Centre,    

15.  Chester, 40 

16.  Clarion,    

17.  Clearfield,    

18.  Clinton, 

19.  Columbia,    ._ 

20.  Crawford. .... 

21.  Cumberland,     ._ 1 

22.  Dauphin, 

23.  Delaware,     86 

24.  Elk,    

25.  Erie,    

26.  Fayette,    

27.  Forrst,     

28.  Franklin,    

29.  Fulton,    

30.  Greene,     

31.  Huntingdon,     

32.  Indiana,    

33.  Jefferson,     _. — 

34.  .T'iniiita,    

36.  Tn'kawanna,     575 

36.  Lancaster,   147 

37.  Lawrence,     

38.  T.i '  anon,    

39.  Leulgh,    28 

40.  Luzerne.    264 

41.  Lycoming,   

42.  McEean,    — .        

43.  Mercer,    

44    Mifflin,     

4.  .  Monroe,    

46.  Montgomery,     419 

47.  Montour, 

48.  Northampton.     207 

49.  Northumberland,     ._ 102 

50.  Perry, 

51.  Pike,   

52.  Potter. — 

53.  Schuylkill,    231 

54.  Snyder,    

55.  Somerset, 

56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna,    

58.  Tioga, 

59.  Union,    

60.  Venango,    — 

61.  Warren, 

62.  Washington,     

63.  Wayne, 

64.  Westmoreland.    

66.  Wvominsr.    

66.  York, 

4.618 


16 

17 

170 

203 

1,297 

282 

45 



3,714 

88 

8 

285 

381 

220 

29 

150 

399 

11 

26 

276 

24 

337 

60 

40 

434 

858 

283 

76 

146 

505 

110 

61 

264 

8 

443 

160 

92 

56 

38T 

97 

41 

249 

387 

222 

165 

313 

700 

18 

46 

64 

100 

54 

45 

5 

233 

35 

38 

230 

303 

226 

248 

15 

529 

9 

37 

226 

272 

103 

81 

375 

559 

49 

44 

95 

4 

192 

96 

14 

169 

279 

117 

68 

310 

495 

73 

52 

172 

298 

385 

76 

145 

606 

385 

4 

475 

66 

135 

34 

235 

344 

87 

200 

631 

134 

333 

270. 

23 

760 

57 

37 

94 

43 

52 

278 

373 



4 

69 

9 

82 



26 

222 

248 

25 

21 

173 

41 

260 

22 

31 

326 

379 

56 

83 

224 

4 

se- 

13 

89 

9 

iii 

275 

58 

50 

958 

81 

51 

516 

795 

173 

27 

148 

348 

86 

69 

160 

315 

237 

26 

183 

474 

817 

99 

132 

1,312 

169 

74 

203 

446 

149 

99 

70 

318 

164 

60 

212 

436 

34 

39 

81 

154 

34 

10 

108 

152 

152 

71 

81 

723 

30 



48 

78 

155 

88 

111 



561 

240 

16 

143 

501 

16 

19 

152 

187 

17 

57 

74 

51 

63 

117 

231 

462 

41 

170 

6 

910 

7 

4 

118 

129 

20 

64 

329 

413 

4 

9 

79 

10 

102 

36 

33 

170 

38 

277 

60 

56 

218 

334 

18 

83 



101 

129 

86 

138 

353 

111 

109 

98 

318 

260 

273 

210 

743 

33 

23 

182 

238 

316 

294 

418 

1,028 

22 

29 

82 

133 

198 

106 

400 

.... 

704 

9,388 

4,409 

11,405 

181 

30,001 
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DISTRIBUTION   OP   STATE  AID   TO   NORMAL   SCHOOL   STUDENTS   FOR 
THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE,  1910. 


District. 


First,    

Second,    -.. 

Third,    

Fourth,   -— 

Fifth,    

Sixth,    

Seventh,  _. 
Eighth,  -.. 
Ninth, 

Tenth,    

Eleventh,  . 
Twelfth,  — 
Thirteenth, 

Total. 


Location. 


West  Chester, 

Millersville,  

Kutztown,  

East  Stroudsburg, 

Mansfield,    

Bloomsburg, 

Shippensburg,  

Lock  Haven,  

Indiana,   

California,    

Slippery  Rock,  

Edinboro,    

Clarion,    


Amount. 


310  60 
096  50 
294  00 
266  00 
077  50 
571  50 
087  50 
789  00 
325  00 
122  00 
684  50 
334  60 
,912  60 


$321,471  00 


NOTE.— The  amounts  given  paid  the  tuition  of  the  students  in  full,  the  State  thus  furnishing 
free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves  for  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 


CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  for  school  year  ending  June,  1910,  for 
the  Cornplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river,  in 
Warren  county,  as  certified  to  by  C.  S.  Knapp,  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Warren  county,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly,  approved  April 
10,  1905: 

Receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  from  year  ending  June,  1909,  $25  99 

State  appropriation,    500  00 

Tuition  of  pupils  from  Elk  township,   21  50 

Total,    $547  49 

«*  ' '  ■ 
Expenditures. 

Teacher's  wages,  8  months  at  $50  per  month, $400  00 

Books  and  supplies,    32  39 

Coal  and  hauling  same 69  84 

Wood, 22  75 

Insurance, is  00 

Cleaning  school  house,  repairing  sewer  and  incidentals,  .  .  12  75 

Total,     $555  73 

Deficit,    8  24 
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Number  of  pupils  belonging  to  school 

Number  in  attendance  during  last  month,  . . 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term, 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  last  month, 
Cost  per  month  per  pupil,  


Males. 

Females. 

11 

14 

8 

9 

70 

76 

60 

60 

$2  23 

REPORTS  OF  DEANS  OF  STATE  SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 


Mountain  Summer  Assembly. 
Geo.  D.  Robb,  Dean.  Ebensburg,  Cambria  County. 

Herewith,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Mountain 
Summer  Assembly,  which  held  its  session  at  Ebensburg,  beginning 
July  5  and  closing  July  29.  The  work  done  by  instructors  and  stu- 
dents was  of  such  a  character  that  the  school  no  longer  can  be  re- 
garded anything  else  but  a  thoroughly  professional  school.  A  number 
of  superintendents  were  in  attendance  as  visitors,  and  in  every  in- 
stance the  work  of  the  Assembly  was  considered  first-class.  Our 
enrollment  was  largely  from  the  western  part  of  the  State,  Westmore- 
land county  being  the  banner  county  in  attendance.  The  evening  enter- 
tainments, recitals  and  lectures  were  given  by  exceptionally  strong 
talent,  and  were  largely  educational  in  character.  The  convocation 
hour  was  given  over  to  round  table  discussions  and  conferences.  This 
was  a  very  helpful  feature  of  the  Assembly  because  students  par- 
ticipated in  the  discussions,  consequently  many  teachers  received 
new  light  on  current  educational  problems. 

Since  nry  official  connection  with  the  Assembly  it  is  my  deliberate 
judgment  that  this  was  the  most  helpful  session  yet  held.  I  wish 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  interest  manifested  by  the  Board 
of  Directors,  the  people  of  Ebensburg,  and  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  at  Harrisburg. 


The  Pennsylvania  Chautauqua. 
Mervin  G.  Filler,  Dean.  Mount  Gretna,  Lebanon  County. 

The  Summer  School  for  Teachers  held  in  connection  with  the  Nine- 
teenth Assembly  of  the  Pennsylvania  Chautauqua  convened  accord- 
ing to  custom  July  6,  and  remained  in  session  for  four  weeks.  It  is 
now  eight  years  since  the  school  first  received  assistance  in  the  form 
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of  an  appropriation  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  it  is  veiw  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  had  at  the  ses- 
sion just  closed  the  second  largest  enrollment  in  the  history  of  the 
school. 

The  experience  of  past  years  has  enabled  us  to  limit  more  wisely 
the  field  of  our  operations.  We  have  two  objectives — first,  to  offer 
courses  which  will  enable  teachers  to  add  to  their  equipment  by  taking 
up  new  subjects  or  reviewing  those  once  studied,  for  example,  courses 
in  Agriculture;  and  secondly,  to  offer  courses  in  Methods  of  Practice 
of  teaching  in  the  grades  below  the  High  School.  The  teachers  in 
attendance  show  real  interest  in  both  lines  of  work,  but  give  more 
thought  and  attention  to  work  in  Methods. 

During  the  past  year  a  large  and  well  furnished  building  for  reci- 
tation purposes  has  been  added  to  our  equipment.  This  has  con- 
tributed very  materially  to  the  success  of  the  session  just  closed. 
Other  additions  to  the  plant  are  now  being  considered. 


THE  THADDEUS  STEVENS   INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


By  Act  of  Assembly  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  to  report  to  the  Legislature  the  condition  of  the 
Thaddeus  Stevens  Industrial  School  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  this,  the  first  report  since  the  organization  of  the  school,  it 
seems  proper  to  incorporate  the  facts  which  bear  upon  the  origin  of 
the  school. 

In  his  will  the  Honorable  Thaddeus  Stevens  made  a  bequest  for 
the  education  of  deserving  boys  in  trades  and  industrial  pursuits. 
By  the  year  1903  this  fund  had  accumulated  to  a  sum  not  far  from 
seventy  thousand  dollars.  On  the  fourth  of  April  of  that  year 
(Stevens'  birthday)  a  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  at  the  Leopard 
Hotel  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  The  meeting  resolved  itself  into  "The  Thad- 
deus Stevens  Memorial  Association,"  and  inaugurated  a  movement 
to  commemorate  the  public  services  of  Thaddeus  Stevens  by  raising 
a  fund  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  more  to  be  added  to  his 
bequest  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  an  industrial  school  in  honor  of 
his  memory.  Honorable  John  H.  Landis,  of  Manor  township,  was 
chosen  President  of  the  meeting  and  H.  E.  Brenner,  of  East  Lamp- 
eter township,  was  chosen  Secretary. 

On  January  31,  1905,  the  bill  for  the  founding  of  the  Thaddeus 
Stevens  Industrial  School  was  introduced  into  the  Legislature  by 
Honorable  Milton  Heidelbaugh.  John  H.  Landis  made  a  careful 
36—6—1910 
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canvass  of  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
carrying  an  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  without  a  dis- 
senting voice  or  vote  in  either  branch  of  the  Legislature.  The  bill 
was  approved  by  Governor  Pennypacker  on  May  11,  1905.  In  1907 
another  appropriation  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  secured 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  In  1909  au  appropriation  of  forty  thousand 
dollars  was  passed  for  maintenance. 

The  superintendents,  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  of 
Pennsylvania  contributed  $11,575.38  toward  the  establishment  of 
the  school.  This  contribution  was  evidence  of  the  appreciation  of 
the  services  of  Mr.  Stevens  in  saving  the  common  school  law  from 
repeal  in  1835. 

The  Directors  of  the  Poor  of  Lancaster  county  donated  twenty-five 
acres  as  a  site  for  the  school.  This  gift  gave  the  school  a  location  on 
the  banks  of  Conestoga  which  for  beauty  of  situation  is  unsurpassed 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Governor  Pennypacker  appointed  the  following  building  commit- 
tee: Honorable  Charles  I.  Landis,  Honorable  John  B.  Warfel,  Mr. 
Amos  M.  Clime,  Mr.  Benry  B.  Williamson  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Kohrer. 
Before  the  buildings  were  completed  Mr.  Rohrer  resigned  and  Mr. 
H.  L.  Trout  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  work  of  the 
building  committee  was  carried  out  in  such  a  satisfactory  manner 
that  not  a  word  of  unfavorable  criticism  was  ever  heard.  Two  of  the 
members  (Mr.  Warfel  and  Mr.  Clime)  died  before  the  buildings  were 
completed,  and  the  work  devolved  largely  upon  the  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  Judge  Landis  spent  much  time  in  looking 
after  the  details  of  the  building  operations  and  in  getting  the  build- 
ings and  grounds  ready  for  the  opening  of  the  school. 

The  following  Board  of  Trustees  was  appointed  by  Governor  Pen- 
nypacker: Honorable  Charles  I.  Landis.  Mr.  H.  S.  Williamson,  Mr. 
H.  L.  Trout,  Honorable  Frank  B.  McClain,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Miller, 
Mr.  P.  Eckert  Slaymaker,  Dr.  Oliver  Poland,  Honorable  John  H. 
Landis.  The  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  is  an  ex- 
officio  member  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  organized  in  the  Judge's  chamber  of  the  court  house 
on  June  18,  1909,  by  electing  Honorable  Charles  I.  Landis  President, 
Dr.  Oliver  Roland.  Vice-President,  Mr.  H.  L.  Trout,  Secretary  and 
Mr.  P.  Eckert  Slaymaker,  Treasurer. 

Mr.  J.  Otto  Rantz,  a  graduate  of  the  Williamson  School,  was  elected 
Superintendent  and  entrusted  with  the  work  of  organizing  the  school. 
The  following  instructors  were  selected  and  employed : 

E.  H.  Kreider,  Machine  trade.  Arithmetic,  Algebra. 

Wm.  M.  Woods,  Bricklaying  trade,  Civics,  Commercial  Geography. 

Robert  E.  Smulling,  Pattern  making,  Carpentering,  Drawing. 

E.  Irene,  Kahler,  Grammar,  Literature. 
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The  whole  number  of  students  enrolled  during  the  first  year  was 
forty.  This  number  will  be  largely  increased  by  the  time  all  the 
classes  are  fully  organized.  The  estimated  value  of  the  grounds  and 
buildings  is  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  of  the  apparatus  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

The  management  has  made  the  following  announcement  of  the  pur- 
pose and  scope  of  the  institution: 


PURPOSE. 

This  school  was  founded  for  the  purpose  of  giving  poor  and  deserving  boys  a  good 
English  education,  for  training  them  in  the  habits  of  morality,  economy,  and  in- 
dustry, and  for  teaching  them  mechanical  trades. 

It  is  located  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  a  beautiful  spot,  overlooking  the  surrounding 
country.    It  can  be  reached  by  two  street  car  lines  from  the  center  of  the  city. 

Admission  of  scholars  is  made  in  April  in  each  year,  none  being  received  who  are 
under  sixteen  or  over  eighteen  years  of  age  ;  but  applications  for  scholarship  may  be 
made  at  any  time  for  boys  aged  fifteen  years  and  upward ,  and  who  will  not  be  over 
eighteen  years  old  at  the  next  admission  period.  Blank  forms  for  the  purpose  can  be 
had  by  addressing  the  school. 

The  applications  for  admission  may  exceed  in  number  the  capacity  of  the  school, 
and  registration  and  examination  do  not  therefore  necessarily  mean  admission. 
Candidates  are  required  to  pass  scholastic,  moral  and  physical  examinations,  after 
which  a  selection  is  made  of  the  number  the  school  can  accommodate,  under  the 
following  conditions: 

Other  things  being  equal,  preference  in  admission  will  be  given:  First  to  indigent 
orphans.    Second,  other  orphans.    Third,  poor  boys  at  large. 

No  one  will  be  accepted  who  is  not  able-bodied,  intelligent,  healthy,  and  possessed 
of  natural  aptitude  and  liking  for  mechanical  work.  Candidates  to  be  successful 
must  also  be  of  good  moral  character  and  sufficiently  educated  to  readily  enter  on  the 
school  work. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  school  is  only  for  pupils  who  intend 
to  follow  for  a  livelihood  the  trades  there  taught  them,  and  no  others  will  be 
admitted. 

The  scholastic  examinations  are  held  about  four  months  prior  to  the  date  of  ad- 
mission, and  include  reading,  writing,  spelling,  arithmetic  (as  far  as  fractions, 
weights  and  measures,  and  interest),  geography,  United  States  history,  composition 
and  language. 

Before  admission  can  be  obtained,  the  applicant  must  sign  an  agreement  to  con- 
form to  all  regulations  and  restrictions  prescribed  by  the  Trustees  or  their  representa- 
tives, and  all  right  or  claim  to  control  them  during  the  three  years  they  remain  at  the 
school  will  be  vested  in  the  Trustees.  This  agreement  may  be  cancelled  at  any  time 
by  the  Trustees  for  the  scholar's  incompetency  or  bad  conduct,  or  if  for  any  other 
reasons  the  Trustees  think  him  undesirable  for  future  and  continued  support  and 
education. 

The  trades  taught  are  as  follows,  the  selection  being  made  by  the  Trustees: 

Carpentering. 

Bricklaying,   including  range,   furnace  and  boiler  setting,   etc. 

Machine  trade  in  all  its  usual  details. 

Pattern-making. 
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Each  scholar  takes  but  one  of  the  trades  named,  and  his  instruction  in  mechanical 
and  free-hand  drawing  tends  in  the  general  direction  of  his  particular  trade.  The 
courses  are  systematic  and  thorough,   and  are  based  on  instuctional  methods. 

The  banches  taught  in  the  academic  department  are  grammar,  arithmetic,  algebra, 
geometry,  trigonometry,  commercial  geography,  history,  physical  science,  English 
literature,  physiology,  civil  government,  chemistry,  theory  of  the  steam  engine, 
strength  of  material  and  building  construction. 

The  school  and  shops  are  in  session  eight  hours  daily  on  five  days  of  the  week  and 
three  hours  on  Saturday,  each  scholar  spending  about  four  hours  in  the  class-rooms 
and  four  hours  in  the  shops  daily  the  first  year,  the  proportion  spent  in  the  shops 
gradually  increasing  towards  the  close  of  the  apprenticeship. 

The  school  term  continues  the  entire  year,  but  those  pupils  who  merit  it  are  given 
about  four  weeks  vacation  in  Summer  and  a  short  time  at  Easter,  Fourth  of  July, 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas. 

Scholars  are  required  to  bring  with  them  a  plain  outfit  of  clothing,  but  while  at 
school  no  charge  is  made  for  boarding,  clothing  or  instruction,  the  benefits  of  the 
institution  being  free. 

The  pupils  may  receive  visitors  on  Saturday  afternoons,  application  being  first 
made  at  the  school  office. 

The  domestic  life  of  the  school  conforms,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  good  family 
government.  To  that  end  the  scholars  arc  divided  into  families,  each  having  its  own 
matron  and  its  own  distinct  cottage,  cared  for  by  its  occupants.  The  homes  contain 
no  kitchens,  dining  rooms  or  laundries,  these  being  located  in  other  buildings. 

The  Trustees  deem  it  to  be  quite  as  essential  to  iiave  the  pupils  become  good 
men  as  good  mechanics,  and  special  attention  is  given  to  their  moral  training.  The 
school  is  non-sectarian,  with  no  distinction  as  to  color,  but  each  pupil,  immediately 
after  admission,  is  required  to  designate  the  religious  denomination  of  his  choice, 
and  thereafter  attend  its  service  regularly  at  its  place  of  worship  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

From  the  foregoing  announcement  it  is  evident  that  the  school 
differs  radically  front  a  manual  t  raining  high  school.  The  pupil  here 
learns  a  trade  thoroughly  and  on  graduation  takes  his  place  as  a 
skilled  workman  in  the  industrial  activities  of  the  country.  So  far 
as  the  writer  knows,  there  is  only  one  other  school  that  is  conducted 
along  similar  lines  and  its  graduates  earn  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
dollars  a  week  as  soon  as  they  leave  school.  It  is  believed  that  the 
graduates  of  the  Thaddeus  Stevens  Industrial  School  will  get  equal 
compensation  as  soon  as  they  have  finished  their  course  of  training. 
The  education  which  is  here  given  is  designed  to  tit  the  graduates  to 
become  foremen  in  the  several  trades  which  they  have  chosen. 
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West  Chester,   „_ $65  00 

Millersville,    — - 70  00 

Kutztown,    70  00 

East  Stroudsburg,   60  00 

Mansfield,    60  00 

Blooinsburg,    60  00 

Shippensburg,    60  00 

Lock  Haven,   _- 60  00 

Indiana,    60  00 

California,     __. 60  00 

Slippery   Rock,    6:3  00 

Edinboro,     _ 61  50 

Clarion,     61  50 


$3  00 
4  00 
10  50 


Free. 
35  00 
Free. 


$4  00        

4  00        

3  75        

3  75  $6  00 

3  50  7  00 

4  00  10  00 
4  00  5  00 
4  0O  8  50 
4  00  2  00 

4  00         

3  25  6  00 

3  77  2  C 

2  65        
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PERMANENT   CERTIFICATE   COMMITTEES.* 


ADAMS  COUNTY. 

Roy  D.  Knouse,   Abbottstown. 
Charles  A.  Landis,   Fairfield. 
Barnardina  Corrigan,   McSherrystown. 

ALLEGHENY    COUNTY. 

T.  J.  George,  Carnegie. 
C.  H.  Wolford,   Duquesne. 
Lida  Y.  Hahn,   Coraopolis. 

ARMSTRONG    COUNTY. 

A.  W.  Rodgers,   Apollo. 

C.  M.  Heilman,  Kittanning. 

Sada  M.  Lamb,   New  Bethlehem,   R.  D. 

BEAVER  COUNTY. 

Floyd  Atwell,   Ambridge. 
Offutt  H.  Locke,   Woodlawn. 
Maud  Karsha,   Beaver. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

J.  M.  Garbrick,   Bedford. 

B.  W.  Erhard,  Hyndman. 
Ethel  Snyder,   Everett. 

BERKS  COUNTY. 

John  N.  Land,   Hamburg. 
J.  Paul  Burkhart,   Bernville. 
Laura  M.  Althouse,   Womelsdorf. 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 

J.  L.  Zerbe,   Tyrone. 

Roland  O.  Lytle,   Arch  Spring. 

Alberta  K.  Thompson,   Altoona. 

BRADFORD   COUNTY. 

L.  E.  De  Laney,   Sayre. 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Stiles,   Towanda. 
Grace  N.  Sayles,  Troy. 

BUCKS  COUNTY. 
J.  M.  Shick,   Riegelsville. 
Elizabeth  B.  Wiley,  Doylestown. 
S.  M.  Smyser,    Morrisville. 

BUTLER    COUNTY. 
Mary   K.   Marshall,    Karns  City. 
J.   A.  Mechling,    Yalenica. 
Laura  C.  Bailey,  Butler. 


CAMBRIA   COUNTY. 

B.  N.  Palmer,    Portage. 

J.  E.  Hershberger,    Conemaugh. 

H.  E.  Nycum,   Johnstown. 

CAMERON  COUNTY. 

Eugene  J.  Metz,  Emporium. 
Lora  E.  McQuay,  Emporium. 
Ezra  Smith,   Sterling  Run. 

CARBON  COUNTY. 

S.  L.  Jones,   Tresckow. 

Marie  E.  Fisher,   East  Mauch  Chunk. 

E.  J.  Brown,   Lehighton. 

CENTRE  COUNTY. 

Jonas  E.  Wagner,  Bellefonte. 
Bruce  I.  Myers,   Philipsburg. 
Lulu  B.  Smith,   State  College. 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 

D.  II.  Robbins,  Berwyn. 
Margaret   B.   Morton,    Nottingham. 
Elmer  E.  Hess,   Oxford. 

CLARION   COUNTY. 

C.   M.  McNaughtou,   Rimersburg. 
J.  E.  Myers,   Clarion. 
Frances  De  Vilder,    Miola. 

CLEARFIELD   COUNTY. 
W.   W.  Eisenhart,   Morrisdale. 
J.  E.  Radebach,   Oscr-;>la  Mills. 
Sarah  E.  Cummings,    Clearfield. 

CLINTON    COUNTY. 
J.  B.  Southard,  Mill  Hall. 
R.  R.   Williams,    Loganton. 
Anna  L.  Kahl,  Clintondale. 

COLUMBIA    COUNTY. 
L.  P.  Sterner,   Bloomsburg. 
James  G.   Sigman,    Berwick. 
Frank  A.  Frear,    Catawissa. 

CRAAVFORD  COUNTY. 
Ogden  C.  Bole,   Venango. 
F.  D.  Kingsley,  Cochran  ton. 
Chas.  M.  Bower,    Spartansburg. 


*Where  three  names  are  not  given  the  full  committee  had  not  been  appointed  at 
the  time  this  list  was  prepared  for  the  printer. 
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CUMBERLAND    COUNTY. 

H.  B.  Enck,    Mt.  Holly  Springs. 
W.  H.  Hench,    Shiremanstown. 
Frances  Graham,   New vi lie. 

DAUPHIN   COUNTY. 

G.  W.  Henry,  Penbrook. 
Minnie  L.  Ditty,   Millersburg. 
H.  W.  Dodd,    Lykens. 

DELAWARE  COUNTY. 

Mary  McCracken,   Media. 
Mary  E.  Williamson,   Media. 
M.  Adele  Caley,   West  Chester. 

ELK  COUNTY. 

B.  H.  Rhinesmith,   Ridgway. 
Alice   G.    Houghtaling,    Wilcox. 
Thos.  M.  Hickey,   St.  Marys. 

ERIE  COUNTY. 

W.  J.   McQuiston,    Edinboro. 
Frances    Pinney,    Erie. 
John  C.  Diehl,   Erie. 

FAYETTE   COUNTY. 

A.  M.  Snyder,   Vanderbilt. 
Jesse  Coldren,    Brownsville. 
J.  Alice  Horner,  Uniontown. 

FOREST  COUNTY. 

Laura  K.  Smutz,  Endeavor. 

Orion  Allio,    Tionesta. 

Marie  Engdahl,   West  Hickory. 

FRANKLIN    COUNTY. 

J.  L.  Finafrock,   Mercersburg. 
W.  E.  De  Turck,   Waynesboro. 
Bettie  C.  Ditto,   Mercersburg,   R.  D. 

FULTON    COUNTY. 

Levi  P.  Morton,  Ft.  Littleton. 
Lewis  Harris,    McConnellsburg. 
Zoe  Mason,    Warfordsburg. 

GREENE  COUNTY. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

Milton  B.  Wright,   McAlevy's  Fort. 
Xopher  C.  Beck,   Huntingdon. 
Mabel  E.  Swope,   Colfax. 

INDIANA   COUNTY. 

Jos.  E.  Weaver,    Cherry  Tree. 
Robert   Emerick,    Rochester  Mills. 
Jessie   Trusal,    Creekside. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

M.  G.  Morris,    Sigel. 

Effie  Milliron,   Reynoldsville. 

Fred.  A.  Kohler,   Punxsutawney. 

JUNIATA    COUNTY. 

J.  M.  Barton,   Perulack. 
Cloyd  O.  Stroup,  Knousetown. 
Maggie  B.  McCulloch,    Honey  Grove. 

LACKAWANNA    COUNTY. 

B.  J.  Pickering,   Dalton. 
F.  C.  Gaskill,  Moosic. 
Marcia  G.  Foster,   Jermyn. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

A.  S.  Longenecker,   Lititz. 
j.  R.  Kraybill,  Mt.  Joy. 
H.  S.  Brinser,   Bainbridge. 

LAWRENCE   COUNTY. 

James  M.  Hughes,   New  Castle. 
Anna  R.  Perry,    New  Castle. 
Carrie  L.  Jeffrey,   New  Castle. 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

W.  H.  Alspach,  Newmanstown. 
Alma  Mae  Light,  Annville. 
Irvin  Boeshore,    Schaefferstown. 

LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

Albert  L.  Held,   Fullerton. 
Harry  E.  Barndt,   Coopersburg. 
Harvey  A.  Walbert,  Trexlertown. 

LUZERNE   COUNTY. 


Frank  Field,    Wind   Ridge.  F.  J.  Regan,   Duryea. 

P.  M.  Douglas,   Waynesbuig,    R.  D.  No.    H.  E.  Hoffman,   Freeland. 

5.  Fred.  W.   Nyhart,    Wilkes-Barre. 

Melissa  A.  Patterson,    Waynesburg. 

38 
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LYCOMING    COUNT  Y. 

S.  B.  Dunlap,   Muncy. 

J.   G.  Dundore,    Hughesville. 

Elizabeth  Bird,    Montoursville. 

McKEAN   COUNTY. 

Stanley  Bright,   Smethport. 
Geo.  B.  Whitehill,  Hazelhurst. 
Helen  R.  Scudder,  Ludlow. 


PIKE    COUNTY. 

Chas.    D.  Wildrick,   Milford. 

Bertha  Klaer,   Milford. 

Emily  Latimer,   Dingman's  Ferry. 

POTTER  COUNTY. 

Ruby  M.  Cook,   Geuesee. 

A.  J.  English,    Harrison  Valley. 


MERCER  COUNTY. 

W.  M.  Johnston,   Sharpsville. 
Letitia  Barnes,   Mercer,   R.  D. 
Edna  L.  Hoover,   Grove  City. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

1.  A.  Seltzer,  Ringtown. 
Ilattie  James,  Gilberton. 
Martin  Poyle,   Hechscherville. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

John  B.  Boyer,  Milroy. 
Clare  Webb,  Reedsville. 
Mabel  I.  Wilson,   Lewistown. 


SNYDER  COUNTY. 

Esta   Youngman,    Beaver  Springs. 
W.   W.  Bruner,  Paxtonville. 
M.  P.  Herman,   Selins  Grove. 


MONROE  COI  NTY. 

Chas.  A.  Goss,    E.-ist  Stroudsburg. 
Ralph  H.  Feltham,  Gilbert. 
Lou  B.  Metzgar,  Stroudsburg. 


SOMERSET   COUNTY. 

II.   M.   Merritt,    Somerset. 

E.  A.  Hower,   AVindber. 

S.  Elizabeth  Zimmerman,   Berlin. 


MONTGOMERY    COUNTY. 

M.  N.  Huttel,   Souderton. 

Titus  J.  Steltz,   West  Conshohocken. 

H.  Hallman  Fox,   Norristown. 

MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

Mont  Derr,   White  Hall. 

Nora  S.  Heddens,   Washingtonville. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

M.  A.  Richards,    South  Bethlehem. 
L.  A.  Hoover,   Easton. 
Mary  L.  Hess,    Hellertown. 

NORTHUMBERLAND    COUNTY. 

Frank    L.    Yost,    Milton. 

S.  Jennie  Seiler,   Northumberland. 

E.  N.  Rhodes,   Sunbury. 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

J.  Thomas  Fox,   New  Bloomfield. 
Geo.  W.  Stewart,   Landisburg. 
Alma  Bonsall,   Newport. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 

J.   H.   Ballentine,    Dushore. 
James  A.  Bowles,    Mildred. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY. 

F.  H.  Taylor,   Forest  City. 
Laura   E.  Williams,    Montrose. 

xIOGA    COUNTY. 

H.  E.  Raesly,  Wellsboro. 
Herbert  Grant,  Westfield. 
Jean  Arrowsmith,    Blossburg. 

UNION  COUNTY. 

Elbina  L.  Bender,   Lewisburg. 
A.  R.  Gilbert,   Mifflinburg. 
Estella  Albright,  Mifflinburg. 

VENANGO  COUNTY. 

L.  II.  Peffer,  Franklin. 
Geo.  S.  Kean,  Oil  City. 
Lottie   At  well,    Emlenton. 
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WARREN    COUNTY. 

F.   H.   Gaige,    Warren. 
C.  C.  Burch,   Lander. 
Emma  Valentine,   Clarendon. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

N.  G.  Parke,  McDonald. 

Lucy  Hemphill ,    West  Middletown. 

R.  G.  Dean,   Monongahela. 

WAYNE  COUNTY. 

Mark  Creasy,    Hawley. 

A.  H.  Howell,   White  Mills. 

Alma  G.  Noble,  Damascus. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

J.  P.   Wiley,    Irwin. 
Retta  Irwin,   Ligonier. 
J.  L.  Spiegle,   Greensburg. 

WYOMING  COUNTY. 

Anne  H.  Yetter,   Skinners  Eddy. 
W.  R.  Croman,   Meshoppen. 
Maude  Gardner,    Factoryville. 

YORK    COUNTY. 

Wm.  F.  Wilson,    High  Rock. 
S.  A.  Conway,    North  York. 
J.   W.   Gosnell,    York. 

ALLEGHENY   CITY. 

L.   H.   Turner,    Allegheny. 
Grace  G.   Swan,   Allegheny. 
L.  B.  Hull,   Allegheny. 

ALLENTOWN   CITY. 

Daniel  W.  Hanini,   Allentowu. 
Albert  I.   Schmoyer,    Allentowu. 
Emma  C.  Weida,   Allentowu. 

ALTOONA  CITY. 

W.  H.  Burd,  Altoona. 
M.  W.  Black,   Altoona. 
E.  Marie  Lentz,   Altoona. 

CARBONDALE  CITY. 

Angela  Birs,  Carbondale. 

W.  F.  Quinn,    Carbondale. 


CHESTER  CITY. 

Samuel  C.  Miller,   Chester. 
Martha  W.  Doyle,   Chester. 
Ella  P.   Smith,    Chester. 

DUBOIS   BOROUGH. 

Seiler   Geist,    DuBois. 

John  B.  Geissinger,  DuBois. 

Maude  Goodlander,  DuBois. 

DUNMORE    BOROUGH. 

Dayton  Ellis,   Dunmore. 
Margaret  Reirdon,    Dunmore. 
Stella  R.  Wilz,  Dunmore. 

HARRISBURG  CITY. 

M.  H.  Thomas,   Harrisburg. 
Virginia  Hoagland,    Harrisburg. 
Katherine  G.  Hammelbaugh,  Harrisburj 

HAZLETON  CITY. 

A.  D.  Thomas,   Hazleton. 
Carrie  Schaeffer,  Hazleton. 
May   R.   Boyle,    Hazleton. 

JOHNSTOWN  CITY. 

G.   B.   Murdock,    Johnstown. 
H.   S.    Weller,    Johnstown. 
Mollie  C.  Myers,   Johnstown. 

LANCASTER   CITY. 

Anna  M.  W.  Becker. 
Mary  L.  Eaby,   Lancaster. 
Clara  C.   Gompf,   Lancaster. 

LEBANON    CITY. 

I.   C.   White,    Lebanon. 
Grace  Weaber,   Lebanon. 
Mary  Beard,    Lebanon. 

McKEESPORT  CITY. 

E.  H.  Myers,  McKeesport. 
Margaret  Dunlap,    McKeesport. 
Linnie  C.  Lawton,   McKeesport. 

NANTICOKE  BOROUGH. 

John  Davis,    Nanticoke. 
Claire  M.   Conway,   Nanticoke. 
Edith   M.  Stark,    Nanticoke. 
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OIL  CITY. 

Isabel  Kuhns,  Oil  City. 
Mary  Gibson,  Oil  City. 
Kate  M.  Judge,   Oil  City. 

PITTSBURG    CITY. 

J.  M.   Hammond,    Pittsburg. 
J.  M.  Berkey,  Pittsburg. 
Miss  M.  A.  Frew,  Pittsburg. 

POTTSTOWN    BOROUGH. 

Geo.  B.  Swinehart,   Pottstown. 
Lucy  B.  March,   Pottstown. 
M.  Irene  Boyer,   Pottstown. 

READING  CITY. 

Geo.  M.  Jones,   Reading. 

Myrtie  M.   Hergesheimer,    Reading. 

Maggie  L.  Howell,   Reading. 

SCRANTON  CITY. 

D.  J.  Williams,    Scranton. 
Martha   E.   Phillips,    Scranton. 
Charles  Leber,  Scranton. 


SHAMOKIN   BOROUGH. 

S.  F.  Suiter,  Shamokin. 
Jere  Reeder,  Shamokin. 
Grace  Kuebler,    Shamokin. 

SHARON  BOROUGH. 

Rebecca  Nicholls,  Sharon. 
Daisy  A.  Downs,  Sharon. 
Martha  E.  Browne,    Sharon. 

WILKES-BARRE  CITY. 

D.  L.  O'Neill,  Jr.,  Wilkes-Barre. 
Clarence  E.  Smith,  Wilkes-Barre. 
Mrs.  Margaret  McGinty,    Wilkes-Barre. 

WILLIAMSPORT  CITY. 

Arthur  S.  Gilmore,  Williamsport. 
Caroline   E.   Stabler,    Williamsport. 
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NUMBER  OF  PERMANENT  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  FROM  JUNE  1,  1909, 

TO  JUNE  1,   1910. 


Counties. 


No. 


Adams,    11 

Allegheny,     144 

Armstrong,      12 

Beaver,     15 

Berks ,     270 

Blair,     2 

Bradford ,    2 

Bucks,   IS 

Butler,     11 

Cambria ,     25 

Cameron ,     1 

Carbon ,     S 

Centre ,    4 

Chester,     7 

Clarion,     17 

Clearfield,     6 

Columbia ,    4 

Crawford ,     b 

Cumberland ,     14 

Dauphin ,     21 

Delaware ,     14 

Elk,    2 

Erie,    12 

Fayette 40 

Forest 16 

Franklin ,    7 

Greene ,    1G 

Huntingdon,     11 

Indiana ,    13 

Juniata 10 

Lackawanna ,    185 


Counties. 


No. 


Lancaster,     38 

Lawrence,   20 

Lebanon ,   12 

Lehigh 16 

Luzerne ,    12 

Lycoming,     46 

McKean,     14 

Mercer,    32 

Mifflin ,     3 

Monroe,     5 

Montgomery,    67 

Montour,     4 

Northampton ,     33 

Northumberland ,     28 

Perry ,    4 

Potter,     3 

Schuylkill 47 

Snyder,     6 

Somerset ,    16 

Susquehanna 25 

Tioga ,    3 

Union ,     4 

Venango ,     7 

Warren ,     S 

Washington 25 

Wayne ,     2 

Westmoreland ,     68 

\ork,     56 

Total,    1,534 
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Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  the  School  Tear  Ending 

June  6,  1910. 


Lackawanna ,     9 .  46 

Delaware,    9.44 

Allegheny,     9.41 

Montgomery ,     9 .  20 

I  uzerne ,    8 .  9S 

Northampton ,     8 .  90 

Schuylkill,   8.83 

Eucks,    8.75 

Chester,     8.71 

Dauphin,      S.60 

Northumberland,    8.59 

Erie 8.52 

Lehigh,     8.51 

Carbon,      S.4S 

Berks,    8.45 

McKean,    S.27 

Blair,     8.27 

Elk,    8.20 

Beaver,    8.18 

Lawrence ,    8 .  09 

Washington,      8.09 

Warren,     8.05 

Venango ,    7.97 

Westmoreland,    7.93 

Lycoming,     7.92 

Mercer,    7.91 

Lancaster, 7.88 

Cambria,     7.87 

Bradford,     7.84 

Lebanon,    7.78 

Potter,     7.77 

Clinton 7.77 

Fayette,     7.77 

Montour,     7.76 

Cumberland ,     7 .  76 

Columbia ,    7 .  74 

Mifflin 7.71 

York,    7.71 

Crawford,    7.60 

Forest,     7.60 

Butler,     7.60 

Cameron 7 .  56 

Wyoming,    7.54 

Tioga,    7.53 

Jefferson ,     7 .  53 

Monroe,     7.50 

Clearfield,    7.50 

Armstrong,    7.49 

Pike,    7.45 

Wayne 7.44 
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Franklin,     7.44 

Perry,    7.40 

Centre,     7. 30 

Union,    7.35 

Somerset,     7.26 

Adams ,     7 .  23 

Clarion ,      7 .  20 

Susquehanna ,      7 .  19. 

Indiana ,     7 .  19 

Sullivan,    7.15 

Greene ,    7 .  15 

Snyder,    7.14 

Huntingdon ,     7 .  14 

Bedford,    7. OS 

Juniata 7.04 

Fulton ,     6 .94 


BIENNIAL   EEPOET   OF   THE   COLLEGE   AND    UNIVERSITY 
COUNCIL  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen:  In  pursuance  of  the  rule  whereby  a  report  on  Higher 
Education  is  required  at  each  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  the 
College  and  University  Council  reports  as  follows: 

I.  Growth  of  Colleges  and  Universities. 

While  no  student  pays  to  a  College  or  University  anything  like 
what  it  costs  the  College  or  University  to  give  him  his  education, 
yet  these  institutions  have  been  steadily  growing  in  the  number 
of  their  students  and  in  their  equipment  and  endowments.  Mar- 
velous as  is  this  growth  in  our  Commonwealth  few  outside  the 
Colleges  themselves  actually  realize  its  full  significance.  Concrete 
instances  may  be  cited  to  give  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  fact. 

In  1891,  when  Dr.  Warfield  became  President  of  Lafayette,  a 
typical  American  College,  the  entering  class  was  84  and  the  whole 
body  was  239.  In  1910  the  entering  class  was  205  and  the  whole 
body  was  505.  In  this  time  the  income  increased  from  $27,500  to 
$92,200. 

In  1881,  when  Dr.  Moffat  became  President  of  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  the  total  enrollment  was  149.  In  1909-1910  it  was 
411.  In  the  last  decade  the  endowments  have  increased  from  $260, 
000  to  $629,800. 
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In  1900  Lehigh  University  enrol  led  398  students.  Last  year  the 
number  was  708. 

In  the  last  ten  years  the  enrollment  of  State  College  increased 
from  273  to  1,417  students. 

In  the  same  decade  the  enrollment  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania increased  from  2,507  to  5,050,  this  University  now  enrolling 
more  students  from  foreign  countries  than  any  other  University  in 
America. 

In  this  same  period  of  ten  years  the  University  of  Pittsburg  (for- 
merly Western  University  of  Pennsylvania)  increased  from  869 
to  1,369,  with  an  entering  class  of  572  in  the  fall  of  1910. 

John  H.  Harris  became  President  of  Bucknell  University  in  1889, 
and  the  following  statistics  show  the  growth  of  the  College  of 
Liberal  Arts  since  that  time: 

1889  1910 

Number  of  professors,    8  29 

Number  of  seniors,    8  97 

Number   of   students,    71  527 

Number   of   courses,    48  263 

Number  of  alumni,    430  1,448 

The  other  colleges  show  equally  gratifying  growth.  The  falling 
off  in  the  entering  classes  of  the  Medical  Colleges  is  due  to  the 
raising  of  the  entrance  requirements.  The  history  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion in  Pennsylvania  since  1S95  makes  clear  the  wisdom  of  the  act 
creating  the  College  and  University  Council. 

II.  New  Applications. 

During  the  year  closing  December  31,  1910,  two  existing  institu- 
tions have  applied  for  an  amendment  to  their  charters;  to  wit: 

(1)  The  Pittsburg  College  of  the  Holy  Ghost  asked  for  the  right 
to  grant  professional,  as  well  as  scholastic,  degrees,  the  design  being 
to  organize  Departments  of  Law,  Medicine,  Dentistry  and  Phar- 
macy. Action  on  this  petition  was  deferred  on  account  of  certain 
legal  questions  which  were  referred  to  the  Attorney  General. 

(2)  The  Meadville  Theological  School  asked  for  the  right  to 
amend  its  charter  so  as  to  remove  all  doubt  as  to  its  power  to  confer 
Degrees  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  such  other 
degrees  and  honorary  degrees  as  are  usually  granted  by  other  Theo 
logical  and  Divinity  Schools  and  Seminaries.  This  petition  was 
granted. 

Keference  should  also  be  made  to  the  fact  that  Thiel  College, 
closed  for  some  years  on  account  of  a  controversy  over  its  final 
location,  was  again  opened  in  the  fall  of  1909.  Permanently  located 
now  in  Greenville,  it  is  slowly  recovering  its  former  prestige. 
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III.  The  Carnegie  Foundation. 

The  following  Colleges  in  Pennsylvania  are  now  upon  the  ac- 
cepted list  of  the  Carnegie  Foundation:  Dickinson  College,  Lehigh 
University,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
Swarthniore  College,  and  Washington  and  Jefferson  College. 

To  prepare  the  way  for  placing  State  College  upon  the  accepted 
list  the  Legislature  of  1909  passed  the  following  concurrent  reso- 
lution : 

In  the  Senate,  January  27,  1909. 

Whereas,  The  Hon.  Andrew  Carnegie  in  1905  set  aside  a  fund  as 
a  foundation  for  the  advancement  of  teaching,  from  whose  benefit 
sectarian  and  State  institutions  were  expressly  debarred,  and  in 
whose  advantage  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  with  other  "land 
grant"  colleges  was  not  allowed  to  participate,  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Hon.  Andrew  Carnegie  in  1908  added  a  sum 
to  the  endowment  for  the  expressed  purpose  of  extending  its  benefits 
to  State  institutions  provided  that  "in  the  case  of  tax  supported 
institutions  the  applications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  approval 
of  the  Governor  and  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  or  Province 
in  which  the  institution  is  situated;"  therefore,  be  it 

Kesolved,  by  the  Senate  (if  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  concur), 
That  the  official  approval,  required  by  the  regulation  stated  above, 
be  and  is  hereby  given  to  the  application  to  be  made  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  for  admission  to  the  benefits  of  the 
Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  advancement  of  teaching. 

Approved — The  5th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1909. 

(Signed)     EDWIN  S.  STUART. 

The  Carnegie  Foundation  subsequently  took  the  stand  that  agri- 
cultural colleges  still  do  a  considerable  amount  of  secondary  school 
work  and  hence  can  not  be  accepted.  This  raises  a  serious  question 
for  the  authorities  of  the  State  College.  So  long  as  the  great  ma- 
jority of  rural  high  schools  have  only  a  two  year  high  school  course, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  boy  on  the  farm  to  get  at  home  the  prepara- 
tion for  admission  to  the  Freshman  Class  of  a  standardized  Course, 
and  the  State  College  must  organize  special  classes  for  farmers' 
sons  or  fail  to  do  a  part  of  the  work  for  which  it  was  established. 
Shall  the  State  College  quit  its  beneficent  secondary  school  work 
in  agriculture  for  the  sake  of  getting  on  the  Carnegie  Foundation 
or  shall  some  other  provision  be  made  for  its  professors  when  they 
are  disabled  for  work  or  reach  the  age  when  they  should  retire 
from  active  teaching?  To  ask  the  question  is  equivalent  to  answer- 
ing it  in  favor  of  the  latter  alternative. 
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This  special  provision,  if  it  approve  itself  to  the  Legislature,  will 
be  temporary  only  and  will  apply  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
only.  In  respect  to  the  other  departments  of  State  College  which 
have  attained  or  which  should  attain  to  the  standard  of  similar 
institutions  in  other  States,  the  State  College  will,  it  is  hoped, 
be  placed  on  the  accepted  list  of  institutions.  Even  in  the  School 
of  Agriculture  the  time  will  come  when  it  will  meet  the  conditions 
of  the  Foundation. 

IV.  High  Schools  Preparing  for  Advanced  Study  and  Preparing 

for  Life. 

The  question  whether  the  course  in  our  schools  which  prepares 
for  College  is  also  the  best  course  to  prepare  the  student  for  his 
life  work  is  one  which  is  continually  discussed.  The  High  School 
which  must  at  once  complete  the  education  of  many  students  and 
prepare  others  for  Colleges  and  professional  schools  has  indeed  a 
perplexing  task  before  it.  The  solution  of  the  problem  is  full  of 
difficulties.  Patient  and  painstaking  effort,  continued  over  a  period 
of  many  years,  will  be  necessary  before  satisfactory  conditions  will 
prevail.  The  High  Schools  of  the  cities  and  large  towns  can  meet 
the  difficulty  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner.  The  number  of 
teachers  employed,  the  equipment  and  the  number  of  students  in 
attendance  make  it  possible  to  offer  courses  for  both  classes  of 
students. 

The  general  principle  which  must  operate  is  that  the  High  Schools 
must  provide  for  the  needs  of  the  great  body  of  their  students  whose 
education  is  completed  in  those  schools;  and  should,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, also  provide  for  the  needs  of  that  rapidly  increasing  body 
of  students  who  expect  to  continue  their  studies  in  the  College  or  the 
professional  school. 

Another  general  principle  is  that  the  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing should  seek  to  adapt  their  courses,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  with- 
out lessening  their  value,  to  the  broadest  curriculum  of  those 
secondary  schools  whose  chief  function  it  is  to  fit  youths  for  life 
careers.  The  High  School  Teachers  Association  of  New  York  City 
suggests  two  methods  of  meeting  the  situation  whereby,  as  it  is 
stated,  the  High  Schools  are  handicapped  by  present  College  en- 
trance requirements: 

1.  By  requiring  for  entrance  to  College  simply  graduation  in  a 
four  years'  course  from  a  first-class  High  School. 

This  would  be  an  easy  solution  of  the  problem  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  the  courses  in  higher  institutions  frequently  require  special 
preparatory  courses  in  order  that  the  student  may  take  them  at  all. 
In  the  High  School  the  student  may  do  all  that  is  required  of  bim 
and  may  present  a  thoroughly  trained  mind,  capable  of  doing  the 
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work  in  the  College  or  University,  and  yet  not  have  the  specific 
subjects  essential  in  the  course  he  wishes  to  pursue.  Colleges  and 
Universities  are  rarely  arbitrary  in  fixing  their  preparatory  require- 
ments. For  instance,  the  Engineering  courses  presuppose  a  knowl- 
edge of  modern  languages.  The  Medical  courses  presuppose  a 
knowledge  of  Chemistry  and  Biology.  The  High  School,  therefore, 
whose  diploma  would  be  accepted  without  more,  must  offer  a  fair 
number  of  special  subjects  some  of  which  are  not  essential  to  the 
student  whose  education  terminates  in  that  school. 

2.  The  second  method  calls  for  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
so  called  required  subjects  together  with  recognition  of  all  standards 
as  electives. 

This  is  probably  the  only  solution  of  the  vexing  problem.  For 
instance  two  modern  languages,  in  addition  to  English,  should 
be  required  only  when  they  are  altogether  essential.  The  High 
School  and  the  College  should  be  more  closely  articulated.  It  is 
one  of  the  functions  of  the  College  and  University  Council  to  mediate 
in  this  matter.  The  time  has  come  when  High  Schools,  whether 
they  prepare  for  life  or  for  further  study,  must  be  made  as  strong 
and  effective  as  possible.  Not  fewer  but  many  fold  more  of  the 
youths  of  the  Commonwealth  will  seek  the  College  and  the  Univer- 
sity. The  relation  of  the  High  School  and  the  College  should  be 
close,  intimate  and  mutually  sympathetic.  Both  are  greatly  needed 
by  the  State.  Only  in  the  development  of  both  will  the  Common- 
wealth come  into  the  fullness  of  its  growth  and  power. 

V.  Length  of  High  School  Course. 

Another  phase  of  this  subject  is  the  length  of  the  High  School 
course.  Standard  colleges  require  a  four  years'  High  School  or 
Academy  course  for  admission.  The  last  Legislature  fixed  as  the 
standard  of  preliminary  education  for  the  study  of  Medicine  a 
four  years'  High  School  course  or  its  equivalent.  Several  questions 
arise: 

(1)  Is  the  time  element  essential?  May  the  capable  student  do 
this  work  in  three  years  and  be  admitted  upon  the  basis  of  his 
work  regardless  of  the  time  he  spent  upon  it? 

There  is  no  question  that  as  to  most  students  the  rule  should  be 
rigidly  enforced.  The  time  element  in  education  is  an  essential. 
Moreover  in  professional  study,  the  most  thorough  preparation 
should  be  insisted  upon.  No  greater  calamity  can  happen  to  a 
people  than  to  deluge  them  with  men  in  the  professions  who,  be- 
cause of  lack  in  preparation,  have  not  mastered  the  principles  of 
the  profession  they  are  authorized  to  practice.  This  is  pre-eminently 
true  of  Medicine,  but  it  is  only  a  little  less  important  in  Engineer- 
ing, Law  and  the  others.  It  is  not  essential  that  every  young  man 
40 
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who  wishes  to  be  a  doctor  should  realize  his  ambition.  It  is  essen- 
tial that  every  young  man  should  be  compelled  to  do  his  preliminary 
work  most  thoroughly  before  he  is  permitted  to  engage  in  that 
course  of  study,  the  completion  of  which  authorizes  him  to  practice 
his  profession.  The  public  has  no  opportunity  to  go  back  of  the 
man's  diploma  to  test  his  fitness.  The  State  must  therefore  protect 
the  public  by  proper  requirements  rigidly  enforced. 

(2)  A  second  question  is  how  shall  the  equivalent  of  a  four  years' 
High  School  course  be  determined? 

To  prevent  fraud  upon  the  public  the  law  must  be  enforced.  This 
matter  cannot  be  left  to  the  higher  institutions,  surely,  since  it  will 
then  be  rigidly  enforced  only  by  those  professional  schools  whose 
concern  for  the  public  good  is  real,  nor  to  the  private  secondary 
school  or  academy,  for  the  candidate  may  have  done  his  work  in 
some  other  state  or  by  private  instruction.  Besides,  the  standards 
will  be  as  many  as  there  are  schools.  New  York  has  solved  this 
question  by  its  Board  of  Regents  who  will  accept  neither  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  secondary  school  nor  the  examinations  for  entrance 
given  by  the  College  or  University.  They  conduct  examinations  by 
their  own  officers  to  determine  whether  the  applicant  has  the  equiva- 
lent of  a  four  years'  Eigh  School  course,  and  states  desiring  recip- 
rocity with  New  York  must  adopt  the  same  plan.  This  has  its 
advantages  and  also  its  disadvantages. 

For  our  own  Commonwealth  it  would  seem  that  the  whole  matter 
should  be  committed  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  or  to 
the  College  and  University  Council,  and  that  sufficient  force  should 
be  provided  to  do  the  work  required.  This  involves  the  examination 
and  continued  inspection  oi  all  preparatory  schools,  public  and 
private,  and  classifying  them  in  groups.  Only  those  students  w7ho 
graduate  from  schools  in  the  fully  accepted  list  should  be  permitted 
to  enter  these  higher  schools  which  require,  for  entrance,  a  four 
years'  High  School  course.  The  students  from  schools  which  refuse 
such  visitation  and  inspection  and  classification,  and  those  educated 
elsewhere,  must  be  examined  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  or  of  the  College  and  University 
Council. 

Much  of  this  work  has  already  been  accomplished  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  and  it  is  found-  that  there  are  in  the 
State  only  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  High  Schools  of  the  first 
grade.  Some  provision  should  be  made  whereby  students  in  the 
less  densely  populated  districts  should,  at  the  expense  of  their 
districts,  attend  the  nearest  High  School  of  first  grade  in  order  to 
secure  the  proper  preparation  for  advanced  study.  In  no  case 
should  the  requirements  be  lowered  to  meet  the  conditions  of  inade- 
quate schools.  In  every  case  facility  should  be  afforded  the  stu- 
dents to  get,  at  public  expense,  the  full  High  School  course. 
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Whatever  legislation,  if  any,  is  necessary  for  the  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  the  provisions  suggested  herein  should  be  passed  at  the 
forthcoming  session  of  the  Legislature. 

VI.  The  School  Code. 

While  it  is  not,  perhaps,  within  the  province  of  the  Council  to 
suggest  action  by  the  Legislature  upon  the  Code  proposed  at  the 
last  session  and  which  failed  to  become  a  law  at  the  last  moment 
only  by  a  fatal  alteration,  yet  so  far  as  such  Code  may  affect  the 
Colleges  and  Universities  it  is  a  proper  subject  of  recommendation. 
The  Council  ventures  to  express  the  hope  that  a  Code,  embodying 
the  general  provisions  of  that  referred  to,  be  passed  at  this  session 
of  the  Legislature  in  order  that  the  public  school  system  may  be 
brought  to  the  highest  efficiency  and  in  order  that  all  the  educational 
interests  of  the  State  may  be  advanced. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Sect'y  College  and  University  Council, 
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GENERAL  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORT  OF  PRIVATE  EDUCA 


Name   of   Institution. 


Location. 


City  or  Town. 


County. 


s! 

ft 

o 
o 
a 
ft 

1868 

1867 

1862 

1862 

1826 

1827 

1844 

1846 

1807 

1863 

1864 

1893 

1825 

1831 

1825 

1827 

1825 

183S 

1848 

1850 

1740 

1756 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARIES. 

Crozer  Theological  Seminary, Upland Delaware,    

Divinity  School  of  the  P.  E.  Church,  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia 

Lutheran  Th  Seminary,  Gettysburg,    Adams 

Meadville  Theological  School,   Meadville,     Crawford,     

Moravian  Theological   Seminary,    Bethlehem,     Northampton,    ... 

Mt.  Airy  Theological  Seminary,   Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    

Theological  Seminary, Lancaster, Lancaster,    

Western  Theological  Seminary, Pittsburg, _.  Allegheny,    

MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

Jefferson  Medical  College, Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    

Medico-Chirurgical  College,   Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,     

Medical   Department   of   University   of  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,     

Pennsylvania. 
Medical  Department  of  University  of  Pittsburg,    Allegheny 

Pittsburg. 
Medical   Department    of    Temple   Uni-  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    

versity. 

VETERINARY    MEDICINE. 
Department    of    Veterinary    Medicine,  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

University  of  Pennsylvania. 

COLLEGES    OF    PHARMACY. 
Department    of    Pharmacy,     Medico-  Philadelphia,    

Chirurgical  College. 
Department     of     Pharmacy,     Temple  Philadelphia,    

University. 
Department  of  Pharmacy,   University  Philadelphia, 

of  Pennsylvania. 
Department  of  Pharmacy,  University  Pittsburg,    — Allegheny,    1878 

of  Pittsburg. 

DENTAL   COLLEGES. 
Department     of     Dentistry,     Medico-  Philadelphia, ._ 

Chirurgical  College. 
Department  of  Dentistry,  Temple  Uni-  Philadelphia 

versity. 
Department    of   Dentistry,    University  Philadelphia, 

of  Pennsylvania. 
Department    of    Dentistry,    University  Pittsburg,    

of  Pittsburg. 

LAW    SCHOOLS. 

Dickinson  School  of  Law,  Carlisle, Cumberland,     

Law  Department,   Temple  University,   Philadelphia,    

Law  Department,  University  of  Penn-  Philadelphia, 

sylvania. 

Law  Department.  University  of  Pitts-  Pittsburg,    Allegheny,    

burg. 

COLLEGES    AND    UNIVERSITIES. 

Albright  College,  Myerstown,    Lebanon,    

Allegheny   College,    .Meadville Crawford,    

Beaver   College,    Beaver,    Beaver, 

Bryn  Mawr  College, Hryn   Mawr,    Montgomery 

Bucknell  University, T.ewisburg,     Union,    

Central  High  School,  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,    


1787       1819 
1884        1888 


1878 


1834        1890 


Dickinson   College, Carlisle,  Cumberland, 

Franklin  and  Marshall  College,   Lancaster,    Lancaster,    .. 

Geneva  College,   Beaver  Falls,   Braver,    

Grove  City  College, Grove  City,    Mercer 

Haverford   College,    Haverford Delaware,    ... 

Irving  College,    Meehanicsburg,   Cumberland. 

Juniata  College,     , ,  ■  Huntingdon,  Huntingdon, 


1881 

1895 

1815 

1817 

ia53 

18:33 

1885 

1880 

1846 

1810 

1837 

.... 

1783 

1783 

1835 

1850 

1849 

1850 

1876 

1879 

1833 

1833 

1856 

1857 

1876 

1878 
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Religious  Denomination. 


Official   Title  of   Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name   of    President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Baptist,  

Protestant  Episcopal,  . 

Lutheran,    President, 

Unitarian,    President, 

Moravian, President, 

Lutheran,  _..  Dean,    — 


..    President,  Milton  G.  Evans. 

._    Dean,    Rev.  William  M.  Groton,  S 

J.  A.  Singmaster,  D.  D. 
Franklin    C.    Southworth, 

T.   B. 
Augustus  Schultze,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Henry  Eyster  Jacobs 

T.  D.,   LL.  D. 
Rev.  John  C.  Bowman,  D 


Reformed,    ' President, 

Presbyterian,    President,    Rev.   James  A.  Kelso,   Ph. 


.  T.  D. 
A.    M.,    S. 


L.   H.  D. 
D.   D.,    S. 


D. 

D.,    D.   D. 


..   Sub-Dean,  Ross  V.   Patterson,  M.  D. 

..   Dean,    __ — Seneca  Egbert,  M.  D. 

—   Dean,    Allen  J.  Smith,  M.  D. 

..   Dean,    Thomas  S.  Arbuthnot,  M.  D. 

..   Dean,    Frank  C.   Hammond,  M.  D. 


Dean, Julius  A.   Koch. 


Dean, —  S.  H.  Guilford. 


Dean, -  William  Trickett,   LL.   D. 


United  Evangelical,   President,  ._ John  P.  Dunlap,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 

Methodist   Episcopal,    President,   —  William  H.  Crawford,  D.  D.  LL.  D. 

Methodist   Episcopal,    Acting  President,  — Le  Roy  Weller,  A.  M. 

Undenominational,    President,  --  M.   Carey  Thomas,  Ph.  D. ,  LL.  D. 

Baptist,  President,  _ John  H.  Harris,  LL.  D. 

- — President,  — Robert    Ellis    Thompson,    LL.    D.,    S. 

T.  D. 

President, Geo.  Edward  Reed,  S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Reformed,    President,  Henry  Harbaugh  Apple,  D.  D. 

Reformed  Presbyterian, President,  __ W.  H.  George,  D.  D.,  M.  A. 

_ President,  __ „  Isaac  C.  Ketler,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Friends,  President,  Isaac  Sharpless,  Sc.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Non-Sectarian,    President,  E.  E.  Campbell,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

Church  of  the  Brethren,  Acting  President,  J.   Harvey  Brumbaugh,   A.  M. 

39—6—1910 
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Location. 


Name   of   Institution. 


City  or  Town. 


County. 


Lafayette  College,  

Lebanon  Valley  College, 


Easton _.  Northampton, 

Annville,    Lebanon,    


Lehigh  University,   

Moravian   College,    

Muhlenberg   College.    

Pennsylvania    College,    

Pennsylvania  College  for  Women,  ... 

Pennsylvania  Military  College,  

Pennsylvania  State  College 

St.  Vincent  College,  

Susquehanna  University,  

Swarthmore  College,  

Temple  University, 

The  Augustinian  College  of  Villanova, 

Thiel  College,    „ 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  

University  of  Pittsburg,  

Lrsinus  College,  __ - 

Washington  and  Jefferson  College,     . 

Wayncsburg  College, 

Westminster   College,    . 

Wilson   College,    - Chambersburg,    Franklin, 


South  Bethlehem,   ._  Northampton, 

Bethlehem,   Northampton, 

Allentown Lehigh 

Gettysburg Adams,    

Pittsburg _  Allegheny,    ... 

Chester Delaware 

State  College Centre ... 

Beatty,    Westmoreland, 

Sclinsgrove Snyder 

swarthmore,  Delaware,    

Philadelphia, Philadelphia, 

Villanova,    Delaware,    

Greenville,    Mercer 

Philadelphia ._  Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg,    Allegheny,    ... 

Collegeville,  Montgomery, 

Washington,   Washington,    . 

Waynesburg,    (ircene 

New  Wilmington,    __   Lawrence 


1832   1826 


1866   1867 


1865 

1866 

1807 

1863 

1867 

1867 

1832 

1832 

1869 

1869 

1862 

1862 

1856 

1855 

1846 

1870 

1858 

1858 

1864 

1864 

1884 

1888 

1842 

1846 

1870 

1870 

1710 

1779 

1787 

1819 

1869 

1869 

1780 

1802 

1849 

1850 

1852 

1852 

1870   1869 
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Religious   Denomination. 


Official   Title   of   Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name    of    President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


LL. 


B.. 


Presbyterian -  President, Ethelbert  Dudley  Warfleld,  D.  D., 

D. 

United  Brethren,   - President,  Lawrence  Keister,    A.    M.,    S.    J. 

D.    D. 

Non-Sectarian,  ._ President,  —  Henry  S.  Drinker,  E.  M.,  LL.  D. 

Moravian,    President,  —  Augustus  Schultze,  D.  D.,  L.  H.  D. 

Lutheran. President,  — John  A.  W.  Haas,  D.  D. 

Lutheran. — President,  William  Anthony  Granville,   Ph.  D. 

President,  H.  D.   Lindsay,  D.  D. 

— Colonel,  - Charles  E.  Hyatt. 

President, Edwin  Erie  Sparks,   Ph.  D.,   LL.  D. 

President, Walter  Stehle,   O.   S.   B. 

President,  Charles  T.  Aikens,  D.  D. 

President,  Joseph  Swain,  M.  S.,  LL. 

President,  —  Russell  H.  Conwell,  D.  D.. 

President,  Kdward  George  Dohan,  M. 

President,  __  C.   Theodore  Benze,   D.   D. 

Provost,   Charles  Custis  Harrison,  LL.  D. 

Non-Sectarian,   Chancellor,    __ Sam'l  Black  McCormick,  D.  D.,  LL 

President,  A.   Edwin  Keigwin,  D.   D. 

President, _.  James  D.  Moffat,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

President, _ Win.    M.    Hudson,    Ph.    D. 

United  Presbyterian,   President,  _ Robert  McWatty  Russell,   D.   D 

D. 
President, M.  H.  Rease,   Ph.  D. 


Interdenominational , 

Roman  Catholic 

Lutheran,  

Non-Sectarian, 

Non-Sectarian,  -. 

Roman  Catholic,  

Lutheran,   

Non-Sectarian, 


D. 

,  LL. 

.   A. 


D. 


D. 


LL. 
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OFFICIAL  DOCUMENT, 


No.  6. 


PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


NOVEMBER  15,  1910. 


Superintendent  of  'Public  Instruction. 
NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER. 


Deputy  Superintendents. 
A.  D.  Glenn  and  Reed  B.  Teitrick. 


High  School  Inspectors. 


W.   S.   HERTZOG, 


C.  D.  Koch. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 
R.   M.   McNeal,   Financial  Clerk-  U.   G.  Fry,  Statistical  Clerk- 

H.   H.   FeEISHER,  Recording  Clerk-  J-   O.   Knauss,   Messenger. 


Stenographers  and  Typewriters. 
Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds, 
Miss  Edith  L.  Breitinger. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 

Principal 

Postoffice. 

First                           

West  Chester. 

E.  0.  Ly te ,    

Millersville. 

Third    '                      

Kutztown. 

Fourth 

Fifth 

E.   Stroudsburg. 
Mansfield. 

Sixth,    

D  J   Waller ,  Jr. ,   

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 

Eighth 

Lock  Haven. 

Ninth 

Indiana. 

Tenth 

H.  B.  Davis 

California. 

Albert    E.    Maltby 

Slippery  Rock. 

Twelfth 

John  F.   Bigler,    

Edinboro. 

Clarion. 

41 
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COUNTY   SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Off.  Doc. 


County. 


Name. 


Postofflce. 


Salary. 


Adams H.    Milton    Roth , 

Allegheny,     Samuel    Hamilton,     1 

Armstrong,    ._ W.    A.    Patton,    

Beaver,     David   C.    Locke,    _. 

Bedford _ Victor  E.    P.   Barkman,   .... 

Berks.    . —    Eli   M.    Rapp,    j 

Blair,     T.   8.   Davis,    

Bradford,     Herbert    S.    Putnam,    

Bucks,  ..'. Jacob   Harry   Hoffman,    ...j 

Butler'  -_        -      R-    8.    Penfield, 

Cambria."  ~ Herman   T.    Jones,    

Cameron Mattie  M.   Collins,   

Carbon,     .'. --    James  J.    Bevan,    

Centre,'   David   O.    Etters, __ 

Chester,     George   W.    Moore,    

Clarion.'     N"-    E.    Heeter,    „ 

Clearfield,     William  E.   Tobias,   

Clinton,   ' Ira  N.   McCloskey,    

Columbia,    William   W.    Evans, 

Crawford  .     .        -    John  D.  Goodwin 

Cumberland,     -    •'•    Kelso  Green,   

Dauphin,    ■!•  v-  B-  Garver,   

Delaware.    --    -v-    G-    Criswell   Smith,    

j-lk  _     J.   W.   Sweeney,   

Erie,  "ZZ..ZZZZZ r-   H-   Russell,    

Fayette"    Clement  Gregg  Lewellyn,   .. 

Forest,'  D-    w-    Morrison,    _. 

Franklin.     r-    y-    Smith, 

Fulton     B.  C.   Lamberson,   

Greene,'    IZ ZZZZZZ ZZZZI John  C.   Stewart 

Huntingdon J-   Q-    Dell 

Indiana,  James    F.    Chapman ._ 

,n  L-  Mayne  Jones,  

.in   iata,    Josiah    H.    Deen, 

Lackawanna J-  c-  Taylor, 

Lancaster,    £.    J.    Brecht 

Lawrence w-    Lee  Gilmore 

Lebanon,    Jonn   w-    Snoke, 

Lehigh,    £lvin,  RUPP;  - 

Luzerne      .     Frank  P.   Hopper,  

Lycoming,    g_.   £•   Milnor,  

McKean  -  -    Burdette   S.    Bayle 

Mercer,'  .'.'.'.'. F-    F-    Foltz 

Mifflin  .  -  -    James  F.  Wills, 

Monroe, ".'.'.-'. - F-    Koehler,    

Mont-ornery,    •/•    Horace    Landis,    

Montour Charles  W.   Derr 

Northampton,    \\:   ■}■   G™P>    

Northumberland,    Wallace  W.Fetzer,    

Perry  _     Dame)   A.    Kline 

Pjve  '  "    I.ucien    Westbrook,    

Potter"!  ZZZIZZZZ..Z    R-    O.   Welfling. 

Schuylkill  Livingston    Seltzer 

Snyder      Thomas  A.   Stetler,   

Somersett"ZZZZZZZ.... Daniel  W.  Seibert,  

Sullivan J-   K-   Reese  Killgore,    

Susquehanna,     George  A.   Stearns 

Tioga w-    R-    Longstreet 

Union]    William  W.  Bpigelmyer,   .. 

Venango,    Dallas   W.    Armstrong,    

Warren,     Clyde   S.    Knapp, 

Washington,    E.    R.    Crumrine, 

Wayne,    J-    J-    Koehler,    

oreland Robert   C.    Shaw 

Wyoming  _  Frank   H.    Jarvis,    

York  C.    W.    Stine, 


Gettysburg,    $1,500  00 

Braddock,    9,000  00 

Elderton,    2,000  00 

Monaca 1,800  00 

Bedford _.  1,768  00 

Reading,    2,500  00 

Altoona 2,000  00 

Towanda, 2,500  00 

Doylestown,    2,200  00 

Butler 1,800  00 

Ebensburg,    2,000  Q0 

Emporium,     1,500  no 

Maueh    Chunk,    2,100  00 

State    College,     1,692  00 

Ereildoun,     3,000  00 

Olarion 1,630  00 

Clearfield,     2,400  00 

Lock   Haven,    1,600  00 

Bloouisburg,    2,000  00 

MeadviUe,    1,942  oo 

Carlisle 1,750  00 

Mid.lletown, 2,000  00 

Media, 2,500  00 

Saint  Marys,  2,500  00 

North    East, 2,000  00 

Brownsville,     3,500  00 

-ta,     1,500  00 

Chamnersburg 1,700  00 

Me<  onnellsburg,     1,0 

Jefferson,     1,576  00 

Huntingdon,    1,564  00 

Indiana,    2,000  00 

Brookville 2,100  00 

Academia,    1,070  oo 

Scranton 3,500  00 

Lancaster _.  3,000  00 

New    Castle,    1,500  00 

Lebanon,    1,800  00 

Allentown,    2,200  Oft 

Wilkes-Barre,     5,000  00 

Muncy,     2,500  00 

Smethport 2,500  00 

Mercer,     2,000  (X) 

Belleville,    1,500  00 

Stroudsburg,    1,800  00 

Norristown,      3,000  00 

Washingtonville,  1,500  00 

Nazareth,    2.100  00 

Sunbury,     1,800  00 

New  Bloomfield,   1,450  00 

Matamoras 1,500  00 

Coudersport,    1,600  00 

Pottsville 3,500  «i 

Middleburg,     1,135  00 

Somerset,    2,000  00 

Dushore 1,500  00 

Kingsley,     1,668  00 

Mansfield,   -  2,000  00 

MiUmont,    1,015  00 

Franklin,     2,100  00 

Warren —  1,720  00 

Washington 2,000  00 

HonesdaJe 1,600  00 

Greensburg 4,000  00 

Tunkhannock,    1,600  00 

York.     2,500  00 


No.   0.  STATISTICS. 

CITY,  BOROUGH  AND  TOWNSHIP  SUPERINTENDENTS. 
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City,    Borough    or 
Township. 


Name. 


Postofflce. 


Salary. 


Allegheny,     

Allentown,    

Altoona,    

Archibald,    - 

Ashland,    

Bangor, 

Beaver  Falls 

Bethlehem ,     

Braddock,     

Bradford,    

Bristol,    

Butler,    

Carbondale,    

Carlisle 

Chambersburg,    

Charleroi,   

Cheltenham    township    (Mont- 
gomery   Co.) 

Chester,    

Coal    township    (Northumber- 
land   Co.),    

Coatesville 

Columbia 

Connellsville,    

Conshohocken,    

Corry,    

Danville,    

Darby,    

DuBois,    

Dunmore,     

Easton,    

Erie,    

Franklin __ 

Greensburg,    .  _ 

Greenville - 

Hanover 

Harrisburg . - ... 

Hazleton,    _ 

Hazle  township  (Luzerne  Co.), 

Homestead, 

Huntingdon 

Jeannette, 

Johnstown,    

Kane,    

Kittanning,    

Lancaster,    

Lansford,   

Lebanon, _ 

Lewistown,     

Lock  Haven 

Lower   Merion    Twp.     (Mont- 
gomery  Co.),    

McKesport, 

McKees   Rocks 

Mahanoy  City,   

Mahanoy     township     (Schuyl- 
kill  Co.), 

Meadville,     

Middletown, 

Milton,    

Monessen 

Mount  Ga/niel,    _. 

Nanticoke, 

New  Brighton, 

New   Castle,    ...... 

Newport     township      (Luzerne 

County),     

Norristown,     

Northampton,    

Oil   City,    __ 

Old   Forge,    

Olyphant,   

Philadelphia 

Phoenix  ville 

Pittsburg, 

Pottstown,    


John    Morrow,    _ 

Francis   D.    Raub,    

H.   H.   Baish 

William  A.   Kelly,    

William    C.    Estler,    

John  W.   Graver,    

Andrew   Lester,    

Fred.   W.   Robblns, 

Grant   Norris,    

Edward    E.    Schermerhorn, 

Louise   D.    Baggs 

John  A.   Gibson,  

Thomas   L.    Gilmartin,   

John   C.    Wagner,    

Samuel    Gelwix 

James  G.   Pentz 


Allegheny,     $5,000  00 

Allentown, 2,500  00 

Altoona,    2,000  00 

Archbald,    1,500  00 

Ashland, 1,500  00 

Bangor,   _ 1,500  00 

Beaver  Falls,   1,800  00 

Bethlehem,    2,000  00 

Braddock,     2,400  00 

Bradford,     2,000  00 

Bristol,  1,000  00 

Butler 2,600  00 

Carbondale 1,800  00 

Carlisle,     1,550  00 

Chambersburg 1,200  00 

Charleroi,     1,700  00 

William  G.    Cleaver,   Elkins   Park,    2,400  00 

Thomas   S.    Cole,    Chester, 2,200  00 

S.    C.    Yocum,    Shamokin,    1,800  00 

Win.   Truman  Gordon,    Coatesville,    1,750  00 

Daniel    Fleisher Columbia,     1,600  00 

W.   S.   Deffenbaugh,    Connellsville, 1,800  00 

E.    B.    Ziegler '  Conshohocken, 1,500  00 

Virgil   G.    Curtis,    i  Corry,    1,600  00 

D.  N.    Dieffenbacher,   !  Danville,    1,200  00 

Charles  P.   Sweeny, Darby 1,500  00 

J.    H.    Alleman,    DuBois 2,000  00 

Charles  F.    Hoban Dunmore,    1,920  00 

Wm.    C.    Cottingham,    Easton,    2,000  00 

H.    C.    Missimer,    Erie, 3,600  00 

N.    P.   Kinsley,    Franklin,     2,000  00 

Thomas   S.    March,   Greensburg 3,000  00 

Grant  B.  Gerberich, Greenville,     1,600  00 

Joseph  C.   Carey,    Hanover,    1,500  00 

Frederick   E.    Downes,    Harrisburg, 2,800  00 

David  A.    Harman,    Hazleton,    2,500  00 

Joseph   B.    Gabrio, Hazleton,    2,100  00 

James  M.   Norris,   Homestead,     2,400  00 

E.  R.    Barclay,    Huntingdon 1,350  00 

Theo.    B.    Shank,    Jeannette 1,800  00 

James   N.    Muir,    Johnstown,    2,500  00 

Thomas  G.   McCleary,   Kane,    2,100  00 

F.  W.    Goodwin,    Kittanning, 1,700  00 

R.    K.    Buehrle,    Lancaster,    2,000  00 

Elmer  E.  Kuntz,   Lansford,     1,500  00 

Edgar    Reed,    Lebanon,     2,000  00 

T.   Latimore  Brooks Lewistown,     1,400  00 

Edward   S.    Ling Lock  Haven,    __.  1,200  00 

Homer  J.   Wightman.    Ardmore,    3,000  00 

J.   B.   Riehey,    McKeesport,     3,000  00 

F.    H.    Powers,    McKees  Rocks 2,250  00 

W.  N.  Ehrhart,  Mahanoy  City,    1,650  00 

Frank  J.   Noonan,   Saint  Nicholas 1,800  00 

R.    H.    Bellows, Meadville,    1,800  00 

H.   J.   Wickey,    i  Middletown, 1,080  00 

W.    A.    Wilson Milton 1,800  00 

Harry  E.   Gress Monessen 1,800  00 

S.   H.   Dean,    Mount    Carmel, 1,650  00 

A.    P.    DifTendafer Nanticoke,    2,400  00 

Clyde   C.    Green, New    Brighton,    2,000  00 

Thomas   A.    Kimes New    Castle,    2,000  00 

H.    U.    Nyhart Glenlyon,    2,000  00 

Allen    S.    Martin Norristown,     2,500  00 

W.    D.    Landis, .Siegfried,     1,400  00 

James   J.    Palmer,    Oil    City,    2,500  00 

Francis  R.    Coyne,   Old    Forge 1.500  00 

M.   W.    Cummings,    Olyphant,    1,500  00 

Martin    G.    Brumbaugh,    ._    Philadelphia,     7,500  00 

Robert   E.    Laramy,    Phoenixville,    1,800  00 

Samuel    Andrews, Pittsburg 6,000  00 

W.   W.   Rupert Pottstown, 1,600  00 
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CITY,    BOROUGH   AND    TOWNSHIP    SUPERINTENDENTS— Continued. 


City,    Borough    or 
Township . 


Pottsville,    

Punxsutawney,    ... 
Radnor     township 

county),    

Reading,    

Rochester,    

Seranton,    

Shamokin,    

Sharon,    - 

Shenandoah 

South  Bethlehem. 
South    Sharon,    ... 

Steelton,    

Sunbury,     

Tamaqua, 

Tarentum 

Taylor,    

Titusville,     

Tyrone,    

Uniontown,    

Washington,     

Waynesboro,     

West    Chester,     ... 

Wilkes-Barre,    

Wilkinsburg,     

Williamsport 

Winton,   

York 


Postoffice. 


Salary. 


(Delaware 


Stephen    A.     Thurlow,    Pottsville,     1,800  00 

Frank  S.    Jackson Punxsutawney,    1,500  00 

George   H.   Wilson,    Wayne,    2,400  00 

Charles    S.    Foos,    Reading,    3,000  00 

Wm.    S.    Taft,    Rochester,    1,600  00 

George   Howell,    Seranton,    4,000  00 

Joseph   Howerth,    Shamokin,    2,500  00 

Samuel  H.   Hadley,    Sharon,    2,000  00 

J.  W.  Cooper,  Shenandoah, 2,000  00 

Owen  R.   Wilt,    South  Bethlehem,    1,500  00 

L.    R.   Eckles,    South  Sharon,   1,600  00 

L.    E.    McGinnes,    Steelton 2,250  00 

I.    C.    M.    Ellenberger,    Sunbury,     1,800  00 

J.    F.    Derr,    Tamaqua,    1,500  00 

Andrew  Doak  Endsley,    Tarentum,    ._....  2,333  00 

M.   J.    Lloyd Taylor 1,500  00 

Henry   Pease,    Titusville,     2,250  00 

H.    S.    Fleck,    Tyrone 1,400  00 

C.    J.    Scott,    I'niontown,    2,300  00 

William   Krichbaum Washington,   2,500  00 

J.  H.  Reber.   Waynesboro,    1,500  00 

Addison  L.  Jones West  Chester,    2,500  00 

James  M.    Coughlin Wilkes-Barre,    4,000  00 

James  L.   Allison Wilkinsburg,     2,700  00 

Charles   Lose,    Williamsport,    2,500  00 

John  J.  Judge,    Winton,   1,500  00 

Atreus  Wanner York 2,250  00 
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REPORTS  RY  COUNTIES. 

Written. 

Page. 

1 

4 

5 

7 

11 

12 

16 

18 

22 

23 

Statistical. 
Page. 

316 

320 

328 

332 

336 

340 

344 

348 

352 

356 

29 
33 
34 
37 
39 
41 
44 
45 
48 
50 
51 
53 
55 
57 
59 
Gl 
65 
66 
68 
70 
71 
73 
75 
78 
79 
83 
86 
88 

360 

364 

366 

368 

372 

376 

380 

384 

388 

392 

396 

400 

404 

408 

410 

414 

418 

420 

422 

424 

426 

430 

434 

438 

440 

444 

44S 

450 

Adams,     

Allegheny ,     

Armstrong,    

Beaver,    

Bedford ,     

Berks,    

Blair,      

Bradford ,    

Bucks,    

Butler 

Cambria,    

Cameron ,     

Carbon 

Center,     

Chester,     

Clarion,     

Clearfield ,    

Clinton,     

Columbia ,    

Crawford ,    

Cumberland,    

Dauphin,     

Delaware ,     

Elk,    

Erie,     

Fayette,     

Forest ,     

Franklin ,     

Fulton 

Greene,    

Huntingdon 

Indiana,     

Jefferson ,     

Juniata ,     

Lackawanna 

Lancaster,     

Lawrence,    

Lebanon ,    
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Written.      Statistical. 
Page.  Page. 

Lehigh ,     ■    91  4f>2 

Luzerne,     93  4.~>4 

Lycoming,     94  458 

McKean,      96  461' 

Mercer 99  464 

Mifflin ,      10(1  468 

Monroe ,    103  470 

Montgomery ,     10o  472 

Montour,    '. 107  476 

Northampton ,     108  478 

Northumberland ,    110  482 

Perry 112  486 

Pike,     114  490 

Potter, 115  492 

Schuylkill 119  496 

Snyder,      121  502 

Somerset,     123  504 

Sullivan,      126  508 

Susquehanna ,    128  510 

Tioga,    129  514 

Union,     131  518 

Venango, 135  520 

Warren 137  524 

Washington ,    140  528 

Wayne 142  532 

Westmoreland 1 45  536 

Wyoming 149  540 

York 153  544 


WRITTEN   REPORTS  OF  CITY,    BOROUGH   AND  TOWNSHIP   SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS. 

Page, 

Allegheny 157 

Allentown ,     357 

Altoona ,     158 

Archbald ,      100 

Ashland 160 

Bangor 161 

Beaver  Falls ,    162 

Bethlehem 164 

Braddock ,    1  ,;(> 

Bradford ,     167 

Bristol ,      16S 

Butler,     169 

Carbondale 170 

Carlisle ! 71 

<  'hambersburg 172 

Charleroi 174 
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Page. 

Cheltenham  township  (Montgomery  Co.i ,    175 

Chester,     lt_i_ 

Coal  townhsip  (Northumberland  Co.) ,    ll  ' 

Ccatesville ,    

Columbia,    

Connellsville,     • 183 

Conshohocken ,      

Corry,     1ST 

Danville 18!) 

Darby,     iy~ 

Du    Bois 192 

i()4 
Dunmore ,     

Easton ,    19iJ 

Erie,    197 

Franklin, 19S 

Greensburg,     20° 

201 
G  reenville 

Hanover,    202 

Harrisburg,     203 

Hazelton,     204 

Hazle  township   (Luzerne  Co.  I    295 

Homestead ,    "°6 

Huntingdon 207 

Jeannette,    20S 

Johnstown,      208 

T-  211 

Kane ,     

Kittanning,   213 

214 
Lancaster,     

Lansford ,     215 

217 
Lebanon ,    

21 S 
Lewistown ,    

Lock    Haven ,     " 

Lower  Merion  township  (Montgomery  Co.) ,    225 

22P> 
McKeesport ,      

228 
McKees  Rocks ,    "-° 

99Q 

Mahanoy  City ,   *  a 

Mahanoy  township  (Schuylkill  Co.) ,   

Meadville ,      2S1 

Middletown,      234 

Milton ,     ** 

9Q-. 

Monessen ,    

Mount    Carmel ,     237 

Nanticoke,     p37 

New    Brighton,     23' 

New  Castle,    23S 

Newport  township  (Luzerne  Co.) ,    -40 

241 

Nornstown ,     

''41 
Northampton ,    

Oil  City,    243 

Olyphant,    24fi 

94  e 
rhoenixville ,     

Pittsburg,     ^9 

^51 
Pol  tstown ,      
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Page. 

Pottsville,     252 

Punxsutawney ,     254 

Radnor  township   (Delaware  Co.) ,    255 

Reading ,      256 

Rochester,     261 

Scranton,      262 

Shamokin ,     264 

Sharon,      265 

Shenandoah ,      266 

South    Bethlehem ,     267 

South    Sharon ,     268 

Steelton 269 

Sunbury ,     272 

Tamaqua ,    273 

Tarentum ,     274 

Taylor,      275 

Titusville ,      277 

Tyrone 279 

Uniontown ,     280 

Washington ,     282 

Waynesboro ,     284 

West  Chester,    285 

Wilkes-Barre ,     288 

Wilkinsburg 291 

Williamsport,     293 

Winton ,     295 

York ,    29H 


REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

Page. 

West  Chester,    297 

Milleraville ,      298 

Kutztown ,     301 

East    Stroudsbms ,     302 

Mansfield ,     303 

Bloomsbur:: 303 

Shippensburg ,     304 

Lock  Haven ,    306 

Indiana ,     307 

California ,     309 

Slippery  Rock ,    310 

Edinboro ,      311 

Clarion 314 
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Average  length  of  school  term  by  counties ,    600 

Average  monthly  wages  of  male  teachers,    554 

Average  monthly  wages  of  female  teachers, 555 

<  "ornplanter    Indian     School ,      559 

Distribution  of  State  aid  to  Normal  School  students,    559 
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Balance ,     570 
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Books  and  stationery,    570 

Loans ,      570 

Miscellaneous ,     570 

State   appropriation ,     570 

Total  receipts ,    570 

Expenses — 

Books  and  stationery ,    569 

Debt  and  interest  paid ,    569 

Educational     equipment ,      569 

Floating  debt,    567 

Fuel ,   light  and  water ,    568 

Furniture   and   furnishings ,     568 

Insurance ,     567 

Mortgages ,      567 

New  buildings  and  grounds ,    568 

Printing    and    advertising,     568 

Provisions,    568 

Repairs ,     568 

Salaries    of    teachers ,     569 

Wages  of  employes ,    569 
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Number  of  State  certificates  granted 565 

Number  of  students  attending  in  1910,    565 

Number  of  students  graduated  in  1910,    565 

Number  of  students  graduated  since  organization 565 

Number  of  students   receiving  State  aid 565 

Number  of  pupils  in  model  schools,    565 

Number    of    teachers 565 

Stock    outstanding,     567 

Students  expeness,    571 

Value  of  grounds,   buildings,    furniture,    libraries,   apparatus,   etc.,  566 

Volumes  in  libraries 560 
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